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T H 1

H O R

M E X G O.

COLLECTED FROM

SPANISH and MEXICAN HISTORIANS,

PROM

MANUSCRIPTS, and Ancient PAINTINGS of the INDIANS,

ILLUSTRATED BY

CHARTS, and other COPPER PLATES.

TO WHICH ARE ADDED,

CRITICAL DISSERTATIONS
ON THE

LAND, the ANIMALS, and INHABITANTS of MEXICO.

By Abbe D.FRANCESCO SAVERIO CLAVIGERO.

Tranflated from the Original Italian,

By CHARLES C U L L E N, Efq,

IN TWO VOLUMES.
V O L. 1.

L O N D O N,

Printed for G. G. J. and J. Robinson, No. 25, Pater-nofter Row.
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Clavigero (Abate), History of Mexico, collected from Spanish

and Mexican Historians, MSS., and Ancient Paintings of the

Indians, &c, 2 vols., 4to., maps and fine plates from Mexican

MBS., half bound, unc**^ Lond. 1W
;

' The diligence of his researches, has gathered into one focus the scat-

tered lights of tradition and antiquarian lore."

—

Prescott.
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE EARL OF BUTE.

My Lord,

T Have the Honour to prefent to your

Lordship a Tranflation of the Hiftory of

Mexico, written by a Native of that Country,

The Obligation I am under to your Lordship

for an Acquaintance with the Original, and

the Relation which every Effort to diffemin-

ate pleafmg and inRruaive Knowledge, bears

to your Lordihip's Life and Manners, have

diftated this Addrefs. I chearfully lent my
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DEDICATION.
Induftry to affift an Advocate in the Caufe

of Truth, who faw her Interefts abandoned,

and felt for her Oppreffion. Though the

Tafk might eafily have fallen into abler

Hands, I dare freely appeal to your Lord-

ship for the Fidelity of my Labours.

I have the Honour to be, with the utmoft

RefpeQ:,

My Loru,

Your Lordship's much obliged,,

And mod obedient humble Servant*

CHARLES CITLLEN.



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

IHE difcovery of America conftitutes one of the molt

remarkable asras of the world ; and the hiftory of it

a fubjecl: not only curious but univerfally int'erefting, from-

its various connections with almoft every other part

of the globe. The Spanhh hiftorians of the two pre-

ceding centuries have done little towards elucidating this

point. Partiality, prejudice, ignorance, and credulity, have

occafioned them all to blend fo many abfurdities and-

improbabilities with their accounts, that it has not been

merely difficult, but altogether impoffible, to afcertain the

truth. To collect from their fcattered materials whatever

wore the face of probability, that was naturally curious, or

politically interefting, fo as to form one uniform confident

relation of the whole, was a talk in which, for a long time,

no modern writer dared to engage. Dr. Robertfon at lait

undertook, and executed it with the applaufe due to his

beauty of ftyle, his induftry, and his judgment.

But notwithstanding the affiduity of his refearches, and^

the pains he has taken to extricate fa&s from the confu-

fion of different authors, as what is true does- not always ap-

pear poffible, and what appears probable is not always true,-

he has not entirely fucceeded, though he has done all that"

i could
:



IV TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

could be expected. The want of many effential documents,

which are preferved in archives of the new world, and

other difadvantages attending the fituation of a writer at a

diitance from that continent, unacquainted with its lan-

guages, productions, or people, perhaps, have made him

diffident of entering into very minute details, or of dwelling

upon grounds where he was uncertain of being accurate,

and induced him, rather than offer conjectures which

might not have reached the truth reflecting that country

and its inhabitants, to adhere to records more authentic

concerning the difcoverers of it.

This conduct, however prudent, has left the American

fide of'the picture ftili greatly in the dark. The Abbe Ray-

nal and M. de Paw have not contributed much to remedy

this defect. The hiftory of Mexico, by the Abbe Clavigero,

a native of Vera Cruz, who refided near forty years in the

provinces of New Spain, examined its natural produce, ac-

quired the language of the Mexicans and other nations, ga-

thered many of their traditions, ftudied their hiftorical 'paint-

ings, and other monuments of antiquity, it is prefumed, has

iupplied their deficiencies. The tranflator, therefore, hopes

the prefent work which contains all the valuable matter of

other authors, befides many important particulars never be-

fore publifhed, will prove acceptable to the public,

PRE-
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THE hiftory of Mexico, undertaken in order to avoid the pain

and reproach of idlenefs to which I found my life con-

demned, to ferve to the utmoft of my power my native country,

and to reftore to their full light truths obfcured by an incredible

number of modern writers on America, has been a tafk equally

laborious, difficult, and expenfive. Exclufive of the great expences

pceafioned by procuring from Cadiz, Madrid, and other cities of

Europe, the books which were necefTary to my purpofe, I have read

and examined every publication which has appeared hitherto on the

fubjecV. I have compared the accounts of authors, and critically

weighed their authority j I have ftudied many hiftorical paintings of

the Mexicans; I have profited from their manufcripts, which I

read formerly in Mexico ; and confulted with many perfons well ac-

quainted with thefe countries. In addition to fuch diligence I might

add, to give credit to my labours, that I refided thirty-fix years in that

extenfive kingdom ; acquired the Mexican language, and for feveral

years converted with the Mexicans, whofe hiftory I write. I do not,

however, flatter myfelf with having been able to give a perfect work
}

fmce, befides finding myfelf unpoffeffed of thofe endowments of ge-

nius, judgment, and eloquence, which are the requifites of a good his-

torian, the lofs of the greateft part of the Mexican paintings, and the

want of many valuable manufcripts which are preferved in different;,

libraries of Mexico, and required repeated confutation, are infuper-

able obftacles to any one who undertakes fuch a hiftory, particu-

larly at a confiderable diftance from thefe countries. Neverthelefk

I hope my work will be acceptable ; not on account of the elegance of

the.



via R E E.

the ftyle, the beauty of the defcriptions, the magnitude of the events,

or the weight of the opinions delivered in it ; but from the diligence of

my refearches, the integrity of my relation, and the fervice done to the

learned, who are defirous of being made acquainted with the hiftory

of Mexico.

At the perfuafion of fome perfons of learning, I wrote the Effay on

the Natural Hiftory of Mexico, contained in the firft book, which I had

not before judged necefTary j and it may, in the opinion of many, be

confidered as foreign to the purpofe : but not to deviate from my fub-

ject, I have connected the account of natural productions with the

general hiftory, by mentioning the ufe which the Mexicans made of

them. On the other hand, to thofe who are attached to -the ftudy of

Natural Hiftory, this efTay will appear, what in truth it is, too con-

iined and fuperficial ; but to fatisfy the curious on that fubject, it

would be necefTary to write a work very different from that which I

have undertaken. At the fame time, I fhould have fpared myfelf a

great deal of trouble, if I had not been obliged to comply with the

lolicitations of my friends ; as in writing that fketch of Natural

Hiftory, I found it necefTary to ftudy the works of Pliny, Diofco-

r'ides, Laet, Hernandez, Ulloa, Buffon, Bomare, and other natur-

al its ; not content with what I had feen myfelf, or the informa-

tion I had received from intelligent people to whom thofe countries

-were well known.

In this hiftory, nothing has been more anxioufly ftudied than fide-

lity 5 I might have abridged my labours, and, perhaps, rendered my
work more acceptable to many, if all the diligence which I ufed to inves-

tigate facts, had been employed to ftrew the relation with philofophical

and political reflexions, or fictions of capricious invention, after the ex-

ample of .many authors in this boafted age ; but to me, as to thofe who

are the fworn enemies of deceit, falfehood, or affectation, truth ap-

pears a beauty whofe charms increafe in proportion to her fimpli-

city of drcfs. In recounting the events of the conqueft made by the

Spaniards, I have equally abftatned from the panegyric of Solis, or the

in*
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Hivedives of Las Cafas (a) ; being unwilling either to flatter or ca-

lumniate my countrymen. I have left fa£ts in the fame degree of cer-

tainty, or probability, in which I found them; wherever I could not

afcertain an event on account of the difagreement among authors, as for

example, the death of Montezuma, I have faithfully reported their

different opinions, without having omitted, however, fuch additional

conjectures as reflexion on the fubjecl: has fuggefted. In fhort, I

have always had before my eyes the two facred laws of hiftory j
not

to dare to fpeak what is falfe; nor to fear to fpeak what is true: and

I flatter myfelf I have violated neither.

I do not doubt there may be readers too nice and refined to bear'

with the harihnefs of fo many Mexican names as are fcattered through

this hiftory j but it is an evil which I have not been able to remedy,

without hazarding another defeft lefs tolerable, though fufficiently

common in almoft all the Europeans who have written on America,,

that is, the altering of names, for the purpofe of foftening them, un-

til they are rendered unintelligible.. Who would be capable of divi-

ning that De Solis fpeaks of Quauhnahuac, when he fays guatlabaca;

of Huejotlipan, where he fubftitutes Gualipar j or of Cuiilalpitoc,

where he writes Pilpatoc f I have therefore thought it moil fafe to

imitate the example of thofe modern writers, who, whenever they in-

troduce into their works the names of perfons, places, or rivers, of any

particular country of Europe, write them in the language of its re-

fpedive nation 5
and in the writings of thefe authors there are names

taken from the German, and other tongues, fully har(her to the ear,

from the greater concourfe of rough confonants, than any of the

words I have made uie of. I do not, however, reject names that have

been formerly altered, by which there- is no danger of being deceived,

as they are generally known..

With refped to the geography of Anahuac, I have ufed every en-

deavour to render it correct , availing myfelf of the knowledge which I

la) I do not mean to charge Solis with flattery, nor Las Cafas with calumny :
all I wiih to-

be underftood is, that 1 could not adopt the fentiments of Solis, who was ambuss of aggran-

&lng his hero i nor of Las Cafas, who was fired with pious zeal m behalf of .h. Iflfea*

without accufi'ng myfelf of both.

'

Vol.. I.
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gained in many excurfions through that country, as well as the infor-
mation and writings of others ; after all, I have not entirely fuc-
ceeded ; for, in fpire ofmy moil earner! attempts, I have not been able to

procure the few incomplete aftronomical obfervations which have been
made on thefe places. The fituation, therefore, and diftances men-
tioned in the body of the hiftory, as well as in the chart, are not to be
confidered as being afcertained with that precifion and accuracy which
are required from a geographer ; but according to fuch computation
as could be made by an attentive furveyor who judged by the eye. I

have in my hands innumerable ancient and modern charts of Mexico
of which it would have been eafy to have copied the moft correct •

but among thefe I have not found even one that is not full of errors

as well in regard to the latitude and longitude of places, as in refbect

to the divifion of provinces, the courfe of rivers, and the direction of
the coafts.

To make known what dependence may be placed on any of the
charts hitherto published, it will be fufficient to mention the differ-

ence between them concerning the longitude of the capital, notwith-
ftanding it ought to have been better afcertained than any other city of
Mexico. This difference is not lefs than fourteen degrees, as by fome
geographers the city of Mexico is placed in two hundred and fixty-four

degrees or longitude from the ifland of Ferro; by others, in two hun-
dred and fixty-five

; by others, in two hundred and fixty-frx, and
even in two hundred and feventy-eight, or rather more.

To give fome ornament, however, to my hiftory, as well as to faci-

litate the undemanding of many things defcribed in it, I have added
twenty plates. The Mexican characters, the reprefentations of the
cities, of the kings, of the armour, of the dreffes, of the fhields, of
the century, of the year, and of the deluge, have been copied from
different Mexican paintings. The figure of the greater temple was
taken from that of the Anonymous Conqueror, his dimenfions of it,

however, being corrected, and additions made to it according to the
defcription of other ancient authors. The figure of the other temple
is a copy of that which Valades publifhed in his Chriftian Rhetoric.

The
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The portrait of Montezuma was taken from a copy which Gemelli pu-

bliflied of the original, in the pofleflion of Siguenza. The portraits of

the conquerors are copies of thofe which are found in the Decades

of Herrera. All the other figures are defigns from what we have

{cen ourfelves, and the defcriptions of ancient hiflorians.

Befides thefe, I have thought proper to prefix to my narration a

fhort account of the writers on the ancient hiftory of Mexico, to fhew

the ground-work of my labours ; alfo to do honour to the memory of

fome illuftrious Americans, whofe writings are entirely unknown in

Europe. • It will ferve likewife to point out the fources from whence

others may obtain the hiftory of Mexico, who may be hereafter in-

clined to complete this imperfect work.

-lN
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A C C O U N

OF THE

W R E R

O N THE

ANCIENT HISTORY OF MEXICO.

In the Sixteenth Century.

FErdinand Cortes. The four very long letters written by this fam-

ous conqueror to his fovereign, Charles the Fifth, containing an

account of the Conqueft, and many valuable particulars refped-

ing Mexico, and the Mexicans, were publifhed in Spanifh, in Latin,

in the Tufcan, and other languages; the firft of thefe letters was

printed in Seville in 1522 j they are all well written, and difcover both

modefty and fincerity in the relation ; as he has neither made a boaft of

his own actions, nor thrown obfcurity on thofe of others. If he had

had the rafhnefs to deceive his king, his enemies who prefented £0

many complaints at court againft him, would not have failed to re-

proach him with fuch a crime.

Bernal Diaz del Caftillo, a foldier and conqueror j A "True Hi/lory

of the Conqueft of New Spain, written by him, was printed in Madrid

in 1632, in one volume, folio. Notwithstanding the mifcarriage of

his undertaking, and the coarfenefs of the ftyle* this hiftory has been

much efteemed for the fimplicity and fincerity of its author, which is

every where difcoverable. He was an eye-witnefs of all that he re-

lates } but, from being illiterate, he was unqualified for the talk he un-

took; and frequently Ihews himfelf forgetful of fads, by having writ-

ten many years after the conqueft.



XIV ACCOUNT OF THE WRITERS ON THE

Alfonfo de Mata, and Alfonfo d'Ojeda, both conquerors, and wri-

ters of commentaries on the conquer!: of Mexico, which Herrera and

Torquemada have made uie of. Thofe of Ojeda are the fulleft and

the moft efteemed. He was more acquainted with the Indians,

being the perfon appointed to attend to the auxiliary troops of the

Spaniards*

The Anonymous Conqueror. This is the name given to the author

of a ihort, but very curious, and efteemed relation which is found in

the collection of Ramufio, under the title of The Relation of a Gentle-

man who attended Ferdinand Cortes. I have not been able to conjec-

ture who this gentleman may have been, as no author makes mention

of him -, but, whoever he was, he is candid, accurate, and cu-

rious. Without troubling himfelf with the events of the conquer!:,

he relates what he obferved in Mexico concerning the houfes, the

fepulchres, the arms, the drerTes, the manner of eating and drinking,

&c. of the Mexicans, and defcribes the form of their temples. If

his work had not been fo much confined, there would have been no-

one comparable to it refpecting the antiquities of Mexico.

Francifco Lopez de Gomara. The hiftory of New Spain, written by

this learned Spaniard agreeable to information received from the mouths

of the conquerors, and the writings of the firft religious miffionaries

who were employed in the converfion of the Mexicans, and printed in

SaragoiTa in 1 5 54, is curious and well drawn up. He was the firft who

published the feftivals, rites, laws, and the method by which the Mexi-

cans computed time : but there are many inaccuracies in it on account

of thefe firft informations which he obtained not having been altogether

exact. The tranilation of this work in the Tufcan language, printed

at Venice in 1599, is fo full of errors it Cannot be read without difgufh

Toribio de Benavente. A moft celebrated Spaniard of the order of

St, Francis, and one of the twelve firft preachers who announced the

gofpel to the Mexicans, known commonly from his evangelical po-

verty, by the Mexican name of Motolinia^ wrote, among his apoftoli-

cal works, The Hiflory of the Indians ofNew Spain, divided into three

parts. In the firft, he explains the rites of their ancient religion j in

*6 the
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ANCIENT HISTORY OF MEXICO.

the fecond, their converfion to the Chriftian faith, and their life when

Chriftians ; and in the third, he difcourfes of their genius, their arts,

and their cuftoms. Of this hiftory, which is completed in one vo-

lume, folio, there are fome copies to be found in Spain. He wrote

alfo a work on the Mexican Calendar (the original of which is pre-

ferved in Mexico), and others not lefs ufeful to the Spaniards than the

Indians.

Andrea d' Olmos. A Francifcan Spaniard, of holy memory. This

indefatigable preacher acquired the Mexican, Totonacan, and Huax-

tecan languages, and compofed a Grammar and Dictionary of all three.

Befides other works written by him for the ufe of the Spaniards

and the Indians, he wrote in Spanifh a Treatife on Mexican Antiqui-

ties ; and in the Mexican language, the exhortations which the anci-

ent Mexicans ufed to their children, of which there is a fpecimen in

the feventh book of this hiftory.

Bernardo Sahagun, a laborious Francifcan Spaniard. Having been more

thanjnxty years employed in inftrudting the Mexicans, he made great pro-

ficiency in their language and the knowledge of their hiftory. Befides fe-

veral works written by him, both in Mexican and in Spanifh, he com-

pofed in twelve great volumes in folio, a Univerfal Dictionary of the

Mexican Language, containing all that belonged to the geography, the

religion, and the political and natural hiftory of the Mexicans, This

work, of immenfe erudition and labour, was fent to the royal hiftorio-

grapher of America, refident at Madrid, by the marquis of Villaman-

rique, viceroy of Mexico ; and we do not doubt, but it is ftill pre-

ferved in fome library of Spain. He wrote alfo the General Hiftory

of New Spain, in four volumes, which were preferved in manufcript

in the library of the convent of Francifcans in Tolofa de Navarra, ac-

cording to the affirmation of Juan de S. Antonio, in his Bibliotheca

Francifcana.

Alfonfo Zurita, a Spanifh lawyer and judge of Mexico. After hav-

ing, by order of king Philip II. made diligent refearches into the

civil government of the Mexicans, he wrote in Spanifh A compen-

dious 'Relation of the Lords there were in Mexico, and their Difference

:

of
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xvi ACCOUNT OF THE WRITERS ON THE

4the Laws, Ufages, and Cujloms ofthe Mexicans : of the "Tributes which

they paid, &c. The original manufcript in folio, is preferved in the

library of the college of St. Peter and St. Paul, of the Jefuits of Mexico.

From this work, which is well written, fome confiderable part of

what we have faid on the fame fubjed; is extracted.

Juan de Tobar, a mofc noble Jefuit of Mexico. He wrote, on the

ancient hiftory of the kingdoms of Mexico, of Acolhuacan, and of

Tlacopan, after having made diligent enquiries, by order of the vice-

roy of Mexico, D. Martina Enriquez. By thefe manufcripts, P. Ac-

cofta was principally directed in what he wrote concerning Mexican

antiquities, as he himfelf acknowledges.

Jofeph D'Acofla, a moil' celebrated Spanifh Jefuit, well known

in the literary world by his writings. This great man, after^having

refided fome years in both the Americas, and informed himfelf, from

experienced people, of the cuftorns of thofe nations, wrote in Spanifh

the Natural and Moral Hi/lory of the Indians, which was printed firft

In Seville, in 1589, reprinted afterwards in Barcelona in 1591, and

from thence circulated into various languages of Europe. This work is

well written, particularly in regard to the phyfical ©bfervations on the

climate of America ; but, it is too confined, defeftive in many articles,

and there are fome miftakes concerning ancient hiftory,

Fernando Pimentel Ixtlilxochitl, fon of Coanacotz'in, laft king of

Acolhuacan, and Antonio de Tobar Cano Motezuma Ixtlilxochitl,

a defendant of the two royal houfes of- Mexico and Acolhuacan.

Thefe two nobles, at the requeft of the count of Benavente, and the

viceroy- of Mexico D.. Luis de Velafco, wrote letters on the gene-

alogy of the kings of Acolhuacan, and other points relative to the an-

cient hiftory of that kingdom, which are preferved in the above men-

tioned college of the Jefuits.

Antonio Pimentel Ixtlilxochitl, fon of D. Fernando Pimentel.

He wrote Hiftorical Memoirs of the Kingdom of Acolhuacan, by

which Torquemada was ainfled; and from it we have taken the calcu-

lation.
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iation mentioned in the fourth book of our hiftory, of the annual ex-

pences incurred in the palace of the famous king Nezahualcojotl, great-

great-grandfather of that author.

Taddeo de Niza, a noble Indian of Tlafcala. He wrote in the year

1548, by order of the viceroy of Mexico, the Hiftory of the Con-

quer!:, which was fubfcribed by thirty other nobles of Tlafcala.

Gabriel d' Ayala, a noble Indian of Tezcuco. He wrote in the

Mexican language Hiftorical Commentaries * containing an account of

all the affairs of the Mexicans from the year 1243 of the vulgar aera,

unto 1562.

Juan Ventura Zapata e Mendoza, a noble of Tlafcala. He wrote in

the Mexican language the Chronicle of Tlafcala; containing all the

events of that nation, from their arrival in the country of Anahuac,

to the year 1589.

Pedro Ponce, a noble Indian, rector of Tzompahuacan. He wrote in

Spanifh, An Account of the Gods and the Rites of Mexican Paganifm,

The chiefs of Colhuacan. They wrote the Annals of the Kingdom

of Colhuacan. A copy of this work was in the above mentioned library

of the Jefuits.

Chriftoval del Caftillo, a Mexican Meftee. He wrote the Hiftory

of the Travels of the Aztecas, or Mexicans, to the country of Ana-

huac ; which manufcript was preferved in the library of the college of

Jefuits of Tepozotlan.

Diego Mugnoz Camargo, a noble Meftee of Tlafcala. He wrote in

Spanifh the Hiftory of the City and Republic of Tlafcala. Torque-

mada made ufe of this work, and there are copies of it both in Spain

and Mexico.

Fernando d'Alba Ixtlilxochitl, a Tezcucan, and defcendant, in a

right line from the kings of Acolhuacan, This noble Indian ex-

Vol. I. € tremely
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tremely converfant with the antiquities of his nation, wrote, at the re-

oneft of the viceroy of Mexico, feveral very learned and valuable

works ; i . The Hiftory of New Spain ; 2. The Hiftory of the Che-

chemecan Lords; 3. An Epitome of the Hiflory of the Kingdom

of Tezcuco 3 4. Hiftorical Memoirs of the Toltecas, and other na-

tions of Anahuac. All thefe works, written in Spanim, werepreferv-

ed in the library of St. Peter and St. Paul of the jefuits of Mexico,

and from them we have extra&ed fome materials for this hiftory. The

author was fo cautious in writing, that, in order to remove any

grounds for fufpicion of fiftion, he made his accounts conform exadtly

with the hiftorical paintings, which he inherited from his illuftrious

anceftors.

Juan Batifta Pomar, of Tezcuco, or Cholula, a defcendant from a

baftard of the royal houfe of Tezcuco. He wrote Hiftorical Memoirs

of that Kingdom, which Torquemada has made ufe of.

Domingo de San Anton Munon Chimalpain, a noble Indian of

Mexico. He wrote in the Mexican language four works, much

efteemed by the intelligent : 1 . American Chronicle, containing all

the Events of that Nation, from the Year 1068, to the Year 1597 of

the vulgar era. 2. The Hiftory of the Conqueft of Mexico by the

Spaniards. 3. Original Accounts of the Kingdoms of Acolhuacan, of

Mexico, and of other provinces. 4. Hiftorical Commentaries from the

year 1064 to 1521. Thefe works, which I moft ardently wifhed for,

were preferved in the library of the college of St. Peter and St. Paal of

Mexico. Boturini had copies of them, as well as of almoft all the

works of the Indians, which I have mentioned ; there was a copy of

the Chronicle alfo in the library of the college of St. Gregory of the

Jefuits of Mexico.

Fernando d' Alvarado Tezozomoc, an Indian of Mexico. He

wrote in Spanifh a Mexican Chronicle, about the year 1598, which

was preferved in the above mentioned library of St. Peter and St. Paul.

Bartolome de Las Cafas, a famous Dominican Spaniard, firft bi-

mop of Chiapa, and highly worthy of memory among the Indians. The
bitter
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bitter memorials preferred by this venerable prelate to king Charles

V and Philip II. in favour of the Indians, and agamft the Spamft,

conquerors, printed in Seville, and afterwards tranflated and repnnted,

„ odium to the Spaniards, in various languages of Europe
,
contams

fome particulars of the ancient hiftory of the Mexicans but fo al-

ered and exaggerated, we cannot rely on the authonty of he autho,

hove r othefwife readable. The exceffive fireof his zealfent forth

£kt and fmoke together, that is, he mixed truth w.th falsehood, not

tecaufe he ftudied an opportunity of deceiving h.s kmgand the world

as a u^on of fuch guilt in him would be offering wrong to tha

v rtue which his enemies acknowledged and revered ;
but becaufe not

having been prefent at what he relates concerning Mexrco, he truffled too

1 h to information from others, which will be made to appear m fome

parts of this hiftory. We ffiould have, $$£$£&%
ri a . and the Genius and Manners, &c. of the Americans under Sub-

ton to the Catholic King. This manufcnpt, confiMg of 8 °

pal was preferved in the library of the Dominicans of Valladohd.

Kin. where it was put by Remefal, as he makes us cred.t m

his Chronicle of the Dominicans of Chiapa and Guatemala. The

o her, A General Hiftory of America, in three volumes, folio
, , copy

o which was in the library of the count of Villaumbrofa m Madnd,

whlre Pinelo faw it, as he affirms, in his Bibliotheca Ocadentah: two

111 this hiftory the above mentioned author faw in the cele-

br ted archives of Simancas, which have been the fepulchre of many

precious manufcripts on America. Two volumes alfo were in the li-

brary of J.
Kricio, at Amfterdam.

A^ftino Davila, and Padillo, a noble and ingenious Dominican of

Met co, preacher to king .'hirip III. «&***$"*^™
Za. archbilhop of the idand of St. Dom.ngo. Befides *e Chton.cle

the Dominicans of Mexico, printed in Madnd. in 1596 and h

Hiftory of New Spain and Florida, printed in Valladohd, m 16 32, he

ISWfenfHifto^
Tollefted by Fernando Duran, a Dom.mcan of Tezcuco

,

but this

work has riot been found. Doaor
C 2 '• -'
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Doctor Cervantes, dean of the metropolitan church of Mexico.

Herrera, the Chronicle-writer, praifes the Hiftorical Memoirs of

Mexico, written by this author ; but we have no other intelligence of

him.

Antonio de Saavedra Guzman, a noble Mexican, during his voyage

to Spain, wrote in twenty cantos, the Hiftory of the Conqueft of

Mexico, and printed it in Madrid, under the Spanifh title of El Pe-

regrino Indiano, in 1599. This work ought to be reckoned amongft

the hiftories of Mexico -, for it has nothing of poetry but the meafure,

Pedro Guterrez de S. Chiara. Betancourt made ufe of the manu-
fcripts of this author in his Hiftory of Mexico ; but we know nothing

of the title or quality of the work, nor of the country of the author,

although we fufpect he was an Indian.

In the Seventeenth Century.

Antonio de Herrera, royal hiftoriographer for the Indies. This
candid and judicious author wrote in four volumes in folio, Eight

Decades of the Hiftory of America, beginning from the year 1492,
together with a Geographical Defcription of the Spanifh Colonies $,

which work was printed for the firft time in Madrid, at the beginning

of the laft century, and afterwards reprinted in 1730 ; alfo tranflated

and published in other languages of Europe. Although the principal

defign of the author was to relate the actions of the Spaniards, he does

not, however, omit the Ancient Hiftory of the Americans ; but in

v/hat relates to the Mexicans, he copies for the moft part the accounts

of Acofta and Gomara. His method, however, like that of all rigid

annalifts, is difagreeable to the lovers of hiftory, becaufe at every ftep

the narration of facts is interrupted with the account of other uncon-

nected occurrences.

Arigo Martinez, a foreign author, although of Spanifh furname.

After having travelled through the greateft part of Europe, and refided

many years in Mexico, where he made himfelf moft ufeful by his

great fkill in mathematics, he wrote the Hiftory of New Spain,

2 which



ANCIENT HISTORY OF MEXICO.

which was printed in Mexico in 1606. In the Ancient Hiftory, he

treads for the moft part in the footfteps of Acofla ; but there are agro-

nomical and phyfical obfervations in it of importance to the geography

and natural hiftory of thefe countries.

Greaorio Garcia, a Dominican Spaniard. His famous treatife on

the Origin of the Americans, printed in quarto, at Valentia, in 1607,

afterwards enlarged and reprinted in Madrid, in 1729, in folio, is a

work of vaft erudition, but almoffc totally ufelefs, as it gives little or

no affiftance in difcovering truth ; the foundation for the opinions

which he maintains concerning the origin of the Americans, are, for

the molt part, weak conjectures founded on the refemblance between

fome of their cuftoms and words, and thofe of other nations.

Juan de Torquemada, a Francifcan Spaniard. The Hiftory of Mexico-,

written by him under the title of the Indian Monarchy, printed in Ma-

drid about 1614, in three great volumes in folio, is, without queftion,

the moft complete in refpect to the antiquity ofMexico of any hitherto

published. The author reuded in Mexico from his youth to his

death knew the Mexican language well, converfed with, the Mexicans

for upwards of fifty years, collected a great number of ancient pictures

and excellent manufcripts, and laboured at his work more than twenty

years ; but in fpite of his diligence, and fuch advantages, he frequently

betrays want of memory, of critical fkill, and good tafte ; and in his

hiftory there appear many grofs contradictions, particularly in chro-

nology, feveral childim recitals, and a great deal of fuperfluous learn-

ing, on which account it requires .coniiderable patience to read it \

neverthelefs, there being many things of curiofity and value in i^

which would be fought for in vain in other authors, I was under the

neceffity to do with this hiftory what Virgil did with the works of En-

nius, to fearch for the gems amongft the rabbifh,

Arrias Villalobos, a Spaniard. His Hiftory of Mexico carried on

from the foundation of the capital, to the year 1623, written in verfe*

and printed there in the above year, is a work of little value.

Chriftoval
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Cliriftoval Chaves Caftilkjo, a Spaniard.' He wrote, about the year

16^2, a volume in folio, on the Origin of the Indians, and their firft

Colonies in the Country of Anahuac.

Carlos de Siguenza e Gongora, a celebrated Mexican profefibr of ma-

thematics in the univerfity-of K\s > native country. This author has

been one of the moil com prehenfive writers on the Hi(lory of Mexico,

as he made, at a great expence, a large and choice collection of ancient

pictures and manufcripts, and applied himfelf with thegreateft diligence

.and affiduity to iiluftrate the antiquity of that kingdom. Befides many

-mathematical, critical, hiftorical, and poetical works compofed by

him, fome of them manufcripts, fome of them printed in Mexico

from the year 1680 to 1693, he wrote in Spaniih, 1. The Mexican

Cyclography, a work of great labour, in which, by calculating eclipfes

and comets, marked in the hiftorical pictures of the Mexicans, he ad-

juiled their epochs with ours, and by availing himfelf of good inftruc-

tion, explained the method they ufed to count centuries, years, and

months. 2. The JUjiory of the Chechemecan Empire, in which he ex-

plains what he found in Mexican manufcripts and paintings concerning

the firft colonies which paffed from Afia to America, and the events of

the moft ancient nations eftablifhed in Anahuac. 3. A long and

learned PhTertation on the Announcing of the Gofpel in Anahuac

;

which was done there, as he believed, by the apoftle St. Tho-

mas, fupporting his opinion on traditions of the Indians, croffes

found, and formerly worfhipped in Mexico, and other monuments.

4. The Genealogy of the Mexican Kings ; in which he traced their

afcend.ing line as far back as the feventh century of the Chriftian asra.

5. Critical Annotations on the Works of Torquemada and Bernal

piaz ; all thefe moft learned manufcripts which would have afforded

considerable aid to this hiftory, were loft through the' negligence of

the heirs of that learned author ; and there now remain only fome frag-

ments of them preferved in the works of other contemporary writers,

namely, of Gemelli, Betancourt, and Florencia.

Aguftino de Betancourt, a Francifcan of Mexico: his Ancient and

Modern Hiftory of Mexico, printed in that capital, in 1698, in one

volume
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volume in folio, under the title of T^ Mexican Theatre, is nothing elfc

in refpaa to ancient hiftory, but an abridgment of Torquemada done

in hade, and written with little accuracy.

Antonio de Solis, royal hiftoriographer of America. The Hiftory

of the Conqueft of New Spain, written by this polifhed and inge-

genious Spaniard, is more a panegyric than a hiftory. His didion is

pure and elegant, but his manner is rather arTecled ; the fentences are

too much laboured, and the public fpeeches are the work of his own

fancy j like one lefs ftudious of truth than embellishment,, he fre-

quently contradicts authors the moft worthy of credit, and even Cortes

himfelf, whofe panegyric he undertook. In the laft books of this hif-

tory, we ihall take notice of fome of the miftakes of this famous

writer.

In the Eighteenth Century.

Pedto Fernandez del Pulgar, a learned Spaniard, fuccenor to Solis

in the office of hiftoriographer. The true. Hiftory of the Conqueft cf

New Spain, written by him, is found cited in the Preface of the mo-

dern edition of Herrera, but we have not feen it. It is to be believed,

that he fet about writing it for the purpofe of corretting the errors of

his predeceflbr.

I Lorenzo Boturini' Benaducci, of Milan.- This curious and learned

gentleman arrived in Mexico in 1736 \ and, defirous of writing the hifw

tory of that kingdom, he made, during eight years he remained- there,

the moft diligent refearches into its antiquity; acquired a considerable

maftery of the Mexican language, entered into friendship with the In-

dians to obtain their ancient pictures from them, and procured copies

of many valuable manufcripts which were in the libraries of the mo^

naileries. The mufeum which he formed of paintings and ancient ma-

nufcripts, was the moft numerous and felecl: ever feen in that king-

dom, excepting that of the celebrated Siguenza; but before he put

a hand to his work, the exceffive jealoufy of the Spanish government

dripped him of all his literary eftate, and fent him into Spain, where,,

being

xxni



i

xxiv ACCOUNT OF THE WRITERS OF THE
being entirely cleared from every fu-fpicion againft his loyalty and honour,

but without recovering his manufcripts, he published in Madrid, in

1746, in one volume in quarto, a fketch of the great hiftory he was

meditating. It was found to contain much important knowledge, ne-

ver before published ; but there were alfo fome errors in it. The hiflorical

fyflem which he had formed to himfelf, was too magnificent for exe-

cution, and. therefore fantastical.

Befides thefe and other Spanifb and Indian writers, there are fome

anonymous writers whofe works are worthy of being recorded on account

of the importance of their fubjecl; fuch as, 1. Certain Annals of the

Toltecan nation, painted on paper, ' and written in the Mexican lan-

guage, in which there is an account given of the pilgrimage and wars

of the Toltecas, of their king, of the founding of Tollan, their me-
tropolis, and other occurrences until the year. 1 547 of the vulgar aera. 2.

Certain Hiflorical Commentaries in the Mexican Language on the Events

of the Aztecan, or Mexican Nation, from the year 1066 to 13 16 ; and

others alfo in the Mexican language from the year 1367 to 1509. 3.

A Mexican Hiftory in the Mexican language, carried back as far as the

year 1406. In this hiftory,- the arrival of the Mexicans at the city of

Tollan, is fixed at 1196, agreeable to what we report in our hiftory.

All thefe manufcripts were in the valuable mufeum of Boturini.

We (hall not here mention thofe authors who wrote on the anti-

quity of Michuacan, of Yucatan, of Guatemala, and of New Mexico;

becaufe, although many at prefent believe all thefe provinces were com-
prehended in Mexico, they did not belong to the Mexican empire, the

hiflory of which we write. We have mentioned the writers on the

ancient hiftory of the kingdom of Acolhuacan, and the republic of

Tlafcala, becaufe their events are for the moft part connected with thofe

of the Mexicans.

If in enumerating the writers on Mexico, we meant to difplay

our erudition, we could add a long catalogue of French, Englifh, Ita-

lian, Dutch, Flemifh, and German writers, who have written either

designedly, or accidentally, on the ancient hiftory of that kingdom ;

but after having read many of them, to obtain affiftance to this work, I

found none who were of fervice except the two Italians, Gemelli and

Botu-
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Boturini, who having been in Mexico, and procured from the Mexicans

many of their paintings, and particular intelligence concerning their anti-

quity have contributed in feme meafure to illuftrate their hiftory. All

the others have either repeated what was already written by Spamfh au-

thors mentioned by us, or have altered fads, at their own difcretibi.,

to inveigh the more ftrongly againft the Spaniards, as has lately been

done by M. de Paw, in his Philofophical Enquiries concernmg the

Americans, and Marmontel in his Romance of the Incas.

Amongft the foreign hiftorians of Mexico, none is more celebrated

bv them than the Englifli writer, Thomas Gage, whom I obferve many

have quoted as an oracle, and- yet there is no writer on America more

addicted to falfehood. Some, under the influence of the pafiions o. ha-

tred, love, or vanity, have been induced to mix fables with their writ-

ings i
but Gage appears to have delighted in the invention of ra fenoods.

What motive or intereft could occafion this author to fay, that the Capu-

'

chins had a beautiful convent in Tacubaja, that in Xalapa there was a bi-

fcop's palace erected in his time, with an income of ten thoufand ducats ;

that from Xalapa, he went to Rinconada, and from thence in one day to

Tepeaca; that there is in this city a great abundance of« and of

chLapkis, that this fruit has a kernel larger than a pear that the

wilderaefs of the. Carmelites ftands to the north-weft of the capital,

It the Spaniards burnt the city Tinguez, in Quivira; that having

rebuilt it, they inhabited it at the time he was there
,
that the Je-

ibits had a college in it j and a thoufand other ridiculous hes which

app-r in every pfge, and excite in readers who are acquainted witn ihefe

countries both laughter and contempt ?

Amongft modern writers on American affairs, the mo famous and

efteenVare the Abbe Raynal and Dr. Robertfon. ThoAbbe beMe

feveral grofs deluflons, into which he has fallen refpea.ng the pre

Safe of New Spain, doubts of every thing which is« concern

ing the founding of Mexico, and the ancient hiftoiy of «*»£*»

cans.
« Nothing," fays he, « are we permitted to affirm, except ha h

" Mexican empire was governed by Montezuma, at the time Aat the

, Spaniards landed on the Mexican coaft" This is«--
fpeaking of a philofopher of the eighteenth century. Notmng mo.e

VOL. I.
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can we be permitted to affirm ? And why not doubt alfo of the exig-

ence of Montezuma ? If we are permitted to affirm this, as it is as-

certained by the teftiniony of the Spaniards who faw that king, we
find the attestation of the fame Spaniards to a vaft many other things

belonging to the ancient hi(lory of Mexico which were feen by them,
and further confirmed by the depofitions of the Indians themfelves.

Such particulars therefore may be affirmed, as pofitively as the exiftence

of Montezuma, or we ought alfo to entertain a doubt of it. If there is

reafon, however, to doubt of all the ancient hiftory of the Mexicans,

the antiquity of moft other nations in the world will come equally in

queftion; for it is not eafy to find another hiftory,, the events of which
have been confirmed by a greater number of hiftorians than thofe.of

the Mexicans ; nor do we know that any people ever publifhed fo fe-

vere a law againft falfe hiftorians as that of the Acolhuas mentioned in

our eighth book.

Dr.. Robertfon, though more moderate than-Raynal,. in, his diftrufi:

of their hiftory, and furniflied with more Spanifh books and manuscripts,

has fallen into more errors and contradictions while he endeavoured to

penetrate further into the knowledge of America and the Americans.

To make us defpair of being able to obtain any tolerable knowledge
of the inftitutions and cuftoms of the Mexicans,, he exaggerates the

negligence of the conquerors, and the deftmclion made of the hifto-

rical monuments of that nation, by the.fuperftition of the firft miffion-

aries. "In confequence," %s he, " of this fanatical zeal of the
" monks,, we have totally loft every intelligence of the molt remote
(c events contained in thefe rude monuments, and there does not re-
" main z Jingle trace of the policy and. ancient revolutions of the em-
"jpire, excepting thofe which are derived from tradition, orfromfome
4 fragments of their hiftorical pictures which efcaped the barbarous fearch
" of Zumaraga. It appears evident from the experience of all na-
' s tions, that the memory of paft events cannot be long preferved,

" nor tranfniitted with fidelity by tradition. The Mexican pictures,.

" which are fuppofed to have ferved as annals of their empire, are

" few in number, and of ambiguous meaning. Thus from the un-
' certainty of the one,, and the obfeurity of the others, we are obliged
" to avail ourfelves of fuch intelligence as can be gleaned from the

" imper-
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a imperfect materials which are found fcattered in the Spanifh wri-

" ters." But in thefe aflertions this author is grievoufly deceived;

for, i. The materials which we find in Spanifh hiftorians are not fo

imperfect, but we may form from them a probable, though not al-

together an authentic hiftory of the Mexicans ; which will appear

evident to any one who impartially confults them ; all that is necef-

fary is to make a felection. 2. Nor in the writing fuch a hiftory is it

neceffary to ufe Jthe materials of the Spanifh writers, while there are

fo many hiftories and memoirs written by the Indians themfelves,

of which Robertfon had no knowledge. -3. Nor are the hiftorical

pictures fo few in number, which efcaped the fearch of the firfl

miflionaries, unlefs we compare thofe which remain with the in-

credible quantity that formerly exifted ; as- may eafily be underftood

from this hiftory, Torquemada, and other writers. 4. Neither are

fuch pictures of ambiguous meaning, except to Robertfon and thofe

who do not underftand the characters and figures of the Mexicans, nor

know the method they ufed to reprefent things. Our writings are of

doubtful fignincation to thofe who have not learned to read them.

At the time the miflionaries made that unfortunate burning of the pic-

tures, many Acolhuan, Mexican, Tepanecan, Tlafcalan, and other

hiftorians were living, and employed themfelves to repair the lofs

of thefe monuments. This they in part accomplished by painting

new pi&ures, or making ufe of our characters which they had learn-

ed, and inftrudting, by word of mouth, their preachers in their an-

tiquity, that it might be preferved in their writings, which Motolinia,

Olmos, and Sahagun have done. It is therefore abfolutely falfe, that

every knowledge of the moft remote events has been totally loft. It is

falfe, befides, that there is not a fingle trace remaining of the political

government, and ancient revolutions of the empire, excepting what is

derived from tradition, &c. In this hiftory, and chiefly in the differta-

tions, we {hall detect fome of the many mifreprefentations which oc-

cur in the hiftory of the above mentioned author, and in the works of

other foreign writers, which we might fwell into large volumes.

Some authors not contented with introducing errors, trifles, and lies,

into the hiftory of Mexico, have confounded it with falfe images and fi-

gures, fuch- as thofe of the famous Theodore Bry. In Gage's work, in

b
• da the
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the general hiftory of the travels of Prevoft, and others, is reprefent-

ed a beautiful road made over the Mexican lake, from Mexico to

Tezcuco, which is certainly the greatefl abfurdity imaginable. The

great work, entitled, La Galerie agreable duMond, fays that ambaffadors

were fent in former times to the court of Mexico, mounted on ele-

phants. Such fid-ions belong to romance not hiflory.

F P TING S.

"E do not pretend here to give a regifter of all the Mexican pic-

tures faved from the burning of the firft miffionaries, or exe-

cuted afterwards by the Indian hiftorians of the fixteenth century, of

which fome Spaniih writers have availed themfelves, as fuch an enu-

meration would not be lefs ufelefs than tedious to our readers j
but will

only mention fome colledions, the knowledge of which may be of.

fervice to any one inclined to write the hiftory of that kingdom.

I. The colledion of Mendoza. thus we call the collection of fixty-

three Mexican paintings made by the firft bifhop of Mexico, D. An-

tonio Mendoza, to which he caufed to be added fkilfiil interpretations

in the Mexican and Spanifli languages, for the purpofe of fending them

to the emperor Charles V. The vefiel in which they were fent was

taken by a Prench corfair, and carried into France.., The paintings fell

into the hands of Thevenot, geographer to his raoft Chriftian ma-

jefty, of whofe heirs they were purchafed at a high price by Hak.-,

kit, then chaplain to the Englifh ambauador at the court of France.

Being from thence carried into England, the Spaniih interpretations

were tranflated into Englifh by Locke, but not the famous metaphyfi-

cian, by order of fir Walter Ralegh j and laftly, at the requefl of the

learned fir Henry Spelman, publifhed by Samuel Purchas in the third.

volume of his Colledion. In 1692, they were afrefh printed in Paris,,

with a French interpretation by Thevenot, in the fecond volume of his.

work, entitled, Relation de divers Voiages Curieux. The pictures as

we
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we Have mentioned before, were fix ty-three in number ; the twelve

firft containing the hiftory of the foundation of Mexico, the years and

conquefts of the Mexican kings j the thirty-fix following, reprefent-

ing the tributary cities of that crown, and the quantity and fpecies of

their tributes j and the remaining fifteen, explained a part of the edu-

cation of their youth, and their civil government. But it is necef-

fary to obferve, that the edition by Thevenot is imperfea ; for in the

copies of the eleventh "and twelfth pictures, the figures of the years

are changed ; the figures which belong to the reign of Montezuma,

being applied to the reign of Ahuitzotl;. and on the contrary: the

copies of the twenty-firft and twenty-fecond pictures are entirely

wanting, and alfo in great part the figures of the tributary .cities. Kir-

ker republished a copy of the firft painting from that of Purchas,..in-

his work, entitled, Oedipus Mgyptiacus. This collection of Men-

doza we have diligently ftudied, and obtained much afliftance to our

hiftory from it.

II. The collection of the Vatican. Acofta makes mention of fome

painted Mexican annals which were in his time in the library of the

Vatican. We have no doubt but they are ftill there ,• confidering the

laudable curiofity and great attention of the Italian gentlemen to pre-

ferve fuch monuments of antiquity y but we had not any opportunity

©f applying there to confult them.

III. The collection of Vienna. Eight Mexican paintings are pre-

fcrved in the library of this court. " From a note," fays- Dr. Robert-

fon, " to this Mexican code, it appears, that it was made a pre-

" fent by Emanuel, king of Portugal, to pope Clement VII. After

" having pafled through the hands of feveral illuftrlous proprietors, it

" came into the poffeffion of the cardinal of Saxe Eifenach, who pre-

" fented it to the emperor Leopold." The fame author, in his Hiftory

of America, gives a copy of one of thefe paintings, the firft part of

which reprefents a king, who makes war upon a city after having fent

an ernbany to it. The figures of temples, and of fome years and days

appear in it \ but as it is a fingle. copy without colours, or thofe:

marks in the human figures,, which, in other Mexican paintings,, en-

able-
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able us to diflinguifh perfons, it is not limply difficult, but totally

impoffible to comprehend its Signification. If Dr. Robertfon, had

along with it publifhed the other {even, copies fent him from Vienna,

probably the meaning of them all might have been underftood.

IV. The collection of Siguenza. This very learned Mexican hav-

ing been extremely attached to the fludy of antiquity, collected a large

number of felect ancient paintings, part of which he purchafed at a

great expence, and part were left him in legacy by the very noble Indian

D.Juan d' Alba Ixtlilxochitl, who inherited them from the kings ofTez-

cuco, his anceftors. Thofe reprefentations of the Mexican century, and

the migration of the Aztecas ; and thofe portraits of the Mexican kings,

which Gemelli publiihed in his l!our of the World, are copies of the

paintings belonging, to Siguenza, who was living in Mexico when Ge-

melli landed there faj. The figure of the 'century, and the Mexi-

can year, is the fame in effect v/ith that publifhed a century before

in Italy by Valades, in his Chrijiian Rbetcrkk. Siguenza, after hav-

ing made -ufe of the above mentioned paintings in his learned works,

left them at his death to the college of St. Peter and St. Paul of the

Jefuits of Mexico ; together with his felect library, and excellent ma-

thematical inftruments ; where we faw and confulted in the year 1759,

fome volumes of fuch paintings, containing chiefly the penal laws of

the Mexicans.

(a) Dr. Robertfon fays, that the painting of the migration of the Mexicans, or Aziecas,

was given to Gemelli by D. Chriftoval Guadalaxara ; but in that he contradicts Gemelli him-

felf, who profefies he was indebted to Siguenza for all the Mexican antiquities that are copied in

his relation. From Guadalaxara he had only the chart of the Mexican lake. " But as

now," adds Robertfon, " it appears to be a generally received opinion, fupported on I know
" not what evidence, that Carreri never went out of Italy, and that his famous Tour of the

" World was the narrative of fictitious travels, I have been unwilling to make any mention of
<c thefe pictures." If we did not live in the eighteenth century, in which the molt extrava-

gant fentiments have been adopted, I mould be afloniflied that fuch an opinion was generally

received. Who can poffibly imagine, that any man who was never at Mexico mould have been

capable of giving the moll circumftantial account of the moft minute events of that time, of

the peifons then living, of their rank and employments, of all the monafleries of Mexico and

other cities, of the number of their religious, of the altars of every church ; and other par-

ticulars never before publifhed? On the contrary, we muft declare, injufticeto the merit

of this Italiun, that we have found no traveller more accurate and exact in relating all that he •

faw himfelf, or learned by information from others.

V. The
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V. The collection of Boturini. This valuable collection of Mexi-

can antiquities, feized upon formerly, and taken from that learned and

rnduflrious gentleman by the jealous government of Mexico, was pre-

ferved chiefly in the archives of the viceroy. We faw fome of thefe

paintings, reprefenting fome events of the conqueft, and fome fine

portraits of the kings of Mexico. In 1770, were publifhed in

Mexico, along with the letters of Cortes, the figure of the Mexican

year, and thirty-two copies of paintings of tributes, which were paid

by different cities to the crown of Mexico, taken from the mu-

feum of Boturini. Thofe of the tributes are the fame with Men-

dof&'s, publifhed by Purchas and Thevenot, but they are better exe-

cuted, and have the figures of the tributary cities, which are entirely-

wanting in thofe of Purchas and Thevenot ; but ftill fix copies of thofe

reprefenting the. tributes are wanting, and there are a thoufand blun-

ders in the interpretations,, arifing from total ignorance of antiquity,

and the Mexican language.. So much is necefTary to be obferved, that

they who fee that work publifhed in Mexico, under a refpectable

name, may not be led into errors.

xxxi
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WHerever we have occafion to make mention of perches, feet, or

inches, without any fpecification, they are to be underftood,

according to the meafures of Paris \ which, as they are more generally-

known, will, therefore, not be fo apt to caufe ambiguity to the reader.

The perch of Paris (toije) is equal to fix royal feet (pie du rot).

Every foot is equal to twelve inches, or thumbs (puces), and every inch

to twelve lines. A line is fuppofed to confift of ten parts, or points, in

order to be able the more eaiily to exprefs the proportion which this foot

bears to others. The Toledan, or Spanifh foot, which 'is thePthird .part

of a Caftilian vara (yard), is to the royal foot as 1 240 to 1446 j
that is,

of the 1440 parts, of which the royal foot is confidered to be com-

pofed, the Toledan foot has 1240 ; wherefore Teveri Toledan feet make

about fix royal feet, or a Parifian perch.

In the chart of the Mexican empire, we have thought it fufficient

to mark, the provinces, and fome few places ; omitting a great rnany^

*ven confiderable cities, as their names are fo long, the infertion of

them would not have left room for the names of the provinces.

CON-
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BOOK I.

Defcription of the Country ofAnahuac, or a Jhort Account of the Soli,

Climate, Mountains, Rivers, Lakes, Minerals, Plants, Animals,

and People of the Kingdom of Mexico.

f | 1HE name of Anahuac, which was originally given to the

Vale of Mexico only, from its principal cities having been

iituated on little iilands, and upon the borders of two lakes,

taking afterwards a more exteniive fignihxation, was ufed to denominate

almoft all that tracl of land, which is known at prefent by the Name
of New Spain [a).

This vaft country was then divided into the kingdoms of Mexico,

Acolhuacan, Tlacopan, and Michuacan ; into the republics of Tlaxcallan,

Cholollan, and Huexotzinco, and feveral other diilinct flates.

The kingdom of Michuacan, the molt weiterly of the whole, was

bounded on the earl and fouth by the Mexican dominions, on the

(a) Anahuac fignifies near to the water, and from thence appears to be derived the name of

Anabuatlaca, or Nahuatlaca^ by which the polifhed nations occupying the banks of the Mexi-
can lake have been known.
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book I. north by the country of the Chichemecas, and other more barbarous na-

tions, and on the weft by the lake of Chapallan, and fome independent

ilates. The capital Tzintzuntzan, called by the Mexicans Huitzitzilla,

was fituated on the eaftern more of the beautiful lake of Pazcuaro. Be-

Jides thefe two cities, there were others very confiderable ; namely,

cIiripitio, Zacapu, and Tarecuato. All this country was pleafant, rich,

,and well inhabited.

The kingdom of Tlacopan, fituated between Mexico and Michua-

can, was of fo fmall extent, that, excepting the capital of that name,

it comprehended but a few cities of the Tepaneca nation, and the vil-

lages of the Mazahui, fituated in the mountains to the weft of the

vale of Mexico.

The court of Tlacopan was on the weftern border of the lake of

Tezcuco, four miles weftward from that of Mexico (b).

The kingdom of Acolhuacan, the moft ancient, and in former

times the moft extenlive, was afterwards reduced to more narrow limits

by the acquifitions of the Mexicans. It was bounded on the eaft by

the republic of Tlaxcallan ; on the fouth, by the province of Chalco,

belonging to the kingdom of Mexico; on the north, by the country of

the Huaxtecas ; and in the weft, it was alfo bounded by different ftates

of Mexico, and terminated in the lake of Tezcuco. Its length from

fouth to north was little more than two hundred miles, and its greateft

breadth did not exceed fixty ; but in this fmall diftrict there were

large- cities, and a numerous population. The court of Tezcuco,

fituated upon the eaftern bank of the lake of the fame name, fifteen

miles to the eaftward of that of Mexico, was juftly celebrated not

lefs for its antiquity and grandeur than for the polifh and civilization

of its inhabitants. The three cities of Huexot/a, Coatlichan, and

Atenco, were fo near adjacent, they appeared like its fuburbs. Otompan

was alfo a confiderable city, and likewife Acolman, and Tepepolco.

The celebrated republic of Tlaxcallan or Tlafcala, was bounded on

the weft by the kingdom of Acolhuacan, on the fouth by the repub-

(b) The Spaniards have altered the Mexican names, and adapted them to their own lan-

guage, faying Tacuba, Oculma, Otumaba, Guaxuta, Tepeaca, Guatemala, Churabufco, &c.

In. place of Tlacopan, Acolman, Otompan, Huexotla, Tepejacac, Quauhtemallan, and Huit-

zilopochco, whofe example we fha.ll imitate, as far as it is convenient, to avoid giving our

?«aders trouble in pronouncing them.

lies
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lies of Cholollan and Huexotzinco, and by the ftate of %epejacac, be-

longing to the crown of Mexico, on the north by the ftate of Zacat-

lan and on the eaft by other ftates under fubjedtion to the fame crown.

Its 'length did not reach fifty miles, nor its breadth more than thirty.

Tlafcala, from whence the republic took its name, was fituated on

the fide of the great mountain Mattalcueye, towards the north-weft,

and about feventy miles to the eaftward of the court of Mexico.

The kingdom of Mexico, although the moft modern, was far more

extenfive than all the other mentioned kingdoms and republics, taken

together. It extended towards the fouth-weft and fouth, as far as

the Pacific Ocean ; towards the fouth-eaft, as far as the neighbourhood

of %uauhtemallan ; towards thfc eaft, exclufive of the diftrids of the

three republics,, and a (mail part of the kingdom of Acolhuacan,. a*

far as the Gulf of Mexico; towards the north, to the country of the

Huaxtecas; towards the north-weft, it bordered on the barbarous

Chichemee'as ; and the dominions of Tlacopan and Michuacan,- were

its boundaries towards the eaft. The whole of the Mexican kingdom

was comprehended between the 14th and 21ft degrees of north lati-

tude, and between 271 and 283 degrees of longitude, taken from the-

meridian of the ifland of Ferro (c).

The fineft diftnd: of this country, in refpedl to advantage of

fituation, as well as population, was the vale itfelf of Mexico, crowned

by beautiful and verdant mountains, whofe circumference, meafured

at their bafe, exceeded a hundred and twenty miles. A great part of

the vale is occupied by two lakes,, the upper one of fweet water, the

lower one bracking which communicate together by a canal. In the

lower lake, on account of its lying in the very bottom of the valley,

all the water running from the mountains collected ; from thence,,

when extraordinary abundance of rains raifed the water of the lake over

its bed, it eafily overflowed the city of Mexico, which was fituated in*,

the lake; which accident happened not lefs frequently under the

Mexican monarchy than in the time of the Spaniards. Thefe two lakes

the circumference of which is not lefs than ninety miles, represented

fc) De Soils, and other Spanifli, French, and Englifh writers, allow flill more extern to-

the kinedom of Mexico ; and Dr. Robertfon fays, that the territories belonging to the chiers

of Tezcuco and Tacuba, fcarcely yielded in extent to thofe of the fovereign of Mexico
;
bur

how far thefe authors are diftant from the truth, will appear from our d.ffertations.
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in forfie degree, the figure of a camel, the head arid neck of which
were formed by the lake of fweet water, or Cbako, the body by the

lake of brackilh water, called the lake of rfezcuco, and the legs and
feet were reprefented by the rivulets, and torrents, which ran from the

mountains into the lake. Between the two lakes there is the little

peninfula ofJtztapaldpan, which divides them. JBefides the three

courts of Mexico, Acolhuacan, and Tlacopan, there were forty

eminent cities, in this delightful vale, and innumerable villages and
hamlets. The cities moil noted next to thefe courts were Xochimilco,

Cbako, Itztapalapan, and QuauBtitlah, which now, however, fcarcely

retain a twentieth part of their former greatnefs (d).

Mexico, the moft renowned of all the cities of the new world,

and capital of the empire (the defenption of which we mail give

in another place) was, like Venice, built on feveral little iflands

in the lake of Tezcuco, in 19 deg. and 26 min. of north latitude,

and in 276 deg. and 34 min. of longitude, between the two
courts of Tetzcuco, and Tlacopan, 1 5 miles to the weft of the one.

and four to the eaft of the other. Some of its provinces were inland,

others maritime.

The principal inland provinces to the northward were, the Otomies

;

to the fouthweft, the Matlatzincas and the Cuitlatecas ; to the fouth,

the Tlahuicas and the Cohuixcas ; to the fouth-eaft, after the ftates of

Itzocan, Jauhtepec, £>uaubquecbollan,- Atlixco, Tehuacan, and others,

were the great provinces of the Mixtecas, the Zapotecas, and laftly,

the Chiapanecas. Towards the eaft were the provinces of Tepeya-

cac, the Popolocas, and the Totonacas. The maritime provinces of

the Mexican gulf were thofe of Coatzacualco and Cuetlach'tlan, which
the Spaniards call Cotafta. The provinces on the Pacific Ocean were

thofe of Coiiman, Zacatollan, Tototepec, Tecnantepec, and Xoconochco.

The province of the Otomies commenced in the northern part of

the Vale of Mexico, and extended through thofe mountains to the
*

(a) The other refpeclable cities of the Vale of Mexico were, Mizquic, Cuitlabuac, Azcapo-
zalco, Tenayocan, Otompan, Colbuacan^Mexicaltzinco^HuitzilopocbiOi Coyohuacan, Atenco, Coatlichan.

Huexot/a, Cbiautla, Acolman, Tcotibtuacan, Itztapaloccan, Tepetlaoztoc, Tepepoho, Tizctyoccau,

Cittlaltepec, Coyotepec, Tzompanco, Toltitla?i, Xaltoccan, Tetcpanco, Ebecatepec, Tequizqulac,

Huipochtlan,-TcpotzotlaH) Tebuilloje-ccar., Hudeetoca, Atlacuibmyan, &c. See our Sixth Dif-
iertation.

north,



HISTORY OF MEXICO.
north, the diftance of 90 miles from the capital. The ancient and B~OOK

famous city of To/tan, now Tula, diftinguimed itfelf over all the -in-

habited places, of which there were many -

} alfo Xilotcpec, which after

the conqueft made by the Spaniards, was the metropolis of the Oto-

mies. Beyond the fettlements of this nation towards the north, and

north-weft, there were no other places inhabited as far as New Mex
co. All this great track of land of more than a thoufand miles in

length, was occupied by barbarous nations, who had no fixed resi-

dence, nor paid obedience to any fovereign.

The province of the Matlatzincas, comprehended befides the val-

ley of Tolocan, all that fpace from whence to Tlaxima/oyan (now

Taximaroa), the frontier of the kingdom of Michuacan. The fertile

valley of Tolocan from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft is upwards of

forty miles long, and thirty in breadth where it is broadeft. Tolocan,

which was the principal city of the Matlatzincas, from whence the

valley took its name, was, as it ftill is, fituated at the foot of a high

mountain perpetually covered with fnow, thirty miles diftant from

Mexico. All the other places of the valley were inhabited partly by the

Matlatzincas, partly by the Otomies. In the neighbouring mountains

there were the ftates of Xalatlaubco, Tzompahuacan, and Malinalco
;

at no great diftance to the eaftward of the valley the ftate of Ocuil-

lan, and to the weftward thofe of cToza?itla and Zoltepec.

The Cuitlatecas inhabited a country which extended more than

two hundred miles from the north-weft to the fouth-eaft, from the

kingdom of Michuacan, as far as the Pacific Ocean. Their capital

was the great and populous city of Mexcaltepec upon the coaft, the

ruins of which are now fcarcely viiible.

The capital of the Tlahuicas was the pleafant and ftrong city of

Quauhnahuac, called by the Spaniards Cuernabaca, about forty miles

from Mexico towards the fouth. Their province, which commenced

from the fouthern mountains of the vale of Mexico, extended almoft

fixty miles fouthward.

The great province of the Cohuixcas was bounded on the north by

the Matlatzincas, and Tlahuicas, on the weft by the Cuitlatecas, on

the eaft by the Jopi and Mixtecas, and to the fouthward it extended

itfelf as far as the Pacific Ocean, through that part where at prefent



HISTORY OF MEXICO.
the port and city of Acapulco lie- This province was divided into

feveral diftincS ftates, namely, Tzompanco, Chilapan, Tlapan, and

Teokzt/a, now Tijlla, a country for the moil part too hot, and un-

healthy. Tlachco, a place celebrated for its filver mines, either be-

longed to the above mentioned province, or bordered upon it.

IVIixtecapan, or the province of the Mixtecas, extended itfelf from

Acatlan, a place diftant an hundred and twenty miles from the court,

towards the fouth-eaft, as far as the Pacific Ocean, and contained fe-

veral cities and villages, well inhabited, and of confiderable trade.

To the eaft of the Mixtecas, were the Zapotecas, fo called from their

capital Teotzapotlan. The valley of Huaxyacac was in their diftridv

called by the Spaniards Oaxaca, or Guaxaca. The city of Huaxyacac,

was afterwards conftituted a bifhoprick, and the valley a marquifate.

in favour of the conqueror D. Ferdinand Cortes^.

To the northward of the Mixtecas was the province of Mazat-

hn, and to the northward and the eaftward of the Zapotecas was Chi-

mantla, with their capitals of the fame name, from whence their in-

habitants were called Mazatecas, and Chinantecas. The provinces of

the Chiapanecas, Zoqui, and Queleni were the laft of the Mexican

empire towards the fouth-eaft. The principal cities of the Chiapa-

necas were ^ochiapan (called by the Spaniards Chiapa de Indios),,

Tocbtla, Cbamolla, and Tziuacanth, of the Zoqui, Tecpantla, and of

the Queleni, Teopixca. Upon the fide and around the famous moun-

tain Popocatepec, which is thirty-three miles diflant towards the

fouth-eaft from the court, were the great ftates Amaquemecan, Tepozt-

lan, Jauhtepec, Huaxtepec, Cbietlan, Itzocan, Acapetlayocca?!,

Quaubquecbollan, Atlixco, Cbolollan, and Huexotzinco , thefe two laft,

which were the moft confiderable, having, v/ith the affiftance. of their

neighbours the Tlafcalans, fhaken off the Mexican yoke, re-eftablifhed

thetr former ariftocratical government. Cholollan,. or Cholula, and;

M Some believe, that anciently there was nothing in the place called Huaxyacac, but a>

mere garrifon of the Mexicans, and that that city was founded by the Spaniards
;
but befides

that it appears by the tribute-roll, that Huaxyacac was one of the tributary cities to the

crown of Mexico, we know that the Mexicans were not accuftomed to eflablifh any garrifon,

except in the moft populous places of their conquered provinces. The Spaniards were faid

to found a city whenever they gave a Spaniih name to an Indian fettlement, and gave it

Spanifh magiftrates ; Antqutra in Huaxjacac, and Septra Mia Frontera, in Tefiejacac were no

otherwife founded. I
Huexot-
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Huexotzinco were the largeft and moft populous cities of all that land.

The Cholulans poffeffed a fmall hamlet called Cuitlaxcoapan, in the

very place where afterwards the Spaniards founded the city of Angelo-

poli, which is the fecond of New Spain (f).

To the eaft of Cholula there was the refpedable ftate of Tepeyacac j

and beyond that, the Popolocas, whofe principal cities were Teca-

macbalco and %uecholac. To the fouthward of the Popolocas there

was the ftate of Tehuacan, bordering upon the country of the Mix-

tecas • to the eaft the maritime province of Cuetlachtlan^ and to the

north the Totonacas. This great province, which was the laft in

that part of the empire, extended a hundred and fifty miles, begin-

ning from the frontier of Zacatlan, a ftate belonging to the crown

of Mexico, about eighty miles diftant from the court, and ter-

minating in the Gulf of Mexico. Befides the capital Mizquibuacan,

fifteen miles to the eaftward of Zacatlan, there was the beautiful

city of Chempoallan upon the coaft of the Gulf, which was the

firft city of the empire entered by the Spaniards, and where, as

will hereafter appear, their fuccefs began. Thefe were the principal

inland provinces of the Mexican empire ; omitting the mention, at

prefent, of feveral other leffer ftates, which might render our de-

fcription tedious.

Among the maritime provinces of the Pacific Ocean, the moft

northern was Coliman ; whofe capital fo called, lay in 1 9 deg. of

latitude, and in 272 deg. of longitude. Purfuing the fame coaft,

towards the fouth-eaft was the province of Zacatolan, with its ca-

pital of the fame name ; then the coaft of the Cuitlatecas ; and af-

ter it that of the Cohuixcas, in which diftridt was Acapulco, at

prefent a celebrated port for commerce with the Philippine Iflands,

in 16 deg. 40 min. of latitude, and 276 of longitude.

Adjoining to the coaft of the Cohuixcas, were the Jopi ; and

adjoining to that, the Mixtecas, known in our time by the name of

Xicayan. Then followed the great province of Tecuantepec ; and

laftly, that of Xoconochco. The city of Tecuantepec, from which

the ftate derived its name, was fituated on a beautiful little iiland,

(f) The Spaniards fay Tujihi Mecameca, Izucar, Atrifco and £>uechula in place of Tochtlan
%

Amaquemecan, ItzoeaH, Atlixco, and guecbplac.

formed

BOOK f.
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BOOK L formed by a river two miles from the fea. The province of Xoconochco,

which was the laft and moil foutherly of the empire, was bounded on

the eaft and fouth-eaft by the country of Xochitepec, which did not be-

long to the crown of Mexico ; on the weft, by that of Tecuantepec

;

and on the fouth terminated in the ocean. Its capital, called alfo Xo-
comcbcoy was iituated between two rivers, in i4deg. of latitude, and in

283 of longitude. Upon the Mexican Gulf there were, befides the coaft

of the Totonacas, the provinces of Cuetlachtlan and Coatzacualco

;

this laft was bounded on the eaft by the vaft country of Onohualco,

under which name the Mexicans comprehended the ftates of Tabafco,

and the peninfula of Yucatan, which were not fubjedx. to their do-
minion. Befides the capital, called alfo Coatzacualco, founded upon
the borders of a great river, there were other well-peopled places

amongft which Painalla merits particular mention by having been

the place of the nativity of the famous Malintzin, one of the moft
powerful inftruments of the conqueft of Mexico. The province of
Cuetlachtlan which had a capital fo called, comprehended all that

coaft which is between the river Alvarado, where the province of
Coatzacualco terminates, and the river Antigua fgj, where the province

of the Totonacas began. On that part of the coaft which the Mexi-
cans called Chalchicuecan, lie at prefent the city and port of Vera
Cruz, the moft renowned of all New Spain.

All the country of Anahuac, generally fpeaking, was well peopled.

In the hiftory and in the diiTertations we fhall have occafion to men-
tion feveral particular cities, and to give fome idea of the multr-

titude of their inhabitants. Almoft all the inhabited fettlements with
their ancient names, are now ftill exifting, though much altered;

but all the ancient cities excepting thofe of Mexico or Orizaba and
fome others, appear fo reduced, they hardly contain the fourth

part of the number of buildings and inhabitants which they formerly

pofTelTed ; there are many which have preferved but a tenth part,

and others hardly the twentieth part of their ancient greatnefs.

To fpeak in general of the Indians, and comparing the ftate of
their population, reported by the firft Spanifh hiftorians, and their

(g) We g ive ^is river the Spanifh name, by which it is known at prefent ; as we are
ignorant of its Mexican name.

native
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native writers, with what we have feen ourfelves, we can affirm

that at prefent there hardly remains one-tenth part of the ancient

inhabitants; the miferable confequencc of the calamities they have

undergone. .

The land is in great part abrupt and mountainous, covered with ^^
thick woods, and watered by large rivers; though not to be com- and fount-

pared with thofe of South America: fome of thefe run into the
:

Gulf of Mexico, and others into the Pacific Ocean. Amongft

the firft, thofe of Papaloapan, Coatzacuako, and Chiapan are the

greater!. ' The river Papaloapan, which the Spaniards call Alvarado;

from the name of the firft Spanifh captain who failed into it, has its

principal fource in the mountains of the Zapotecas, and after making

a circuit through the province of Mazatlan, and receiving other

fmaller rivers and ftreams, is difcharged into the Gulf by three

navigable mouths, at thirty miles diftance from Vera Cruz. The

river Coatzacualco, which is alfo navigable, comes down from the

mountains of the Mixes, and croffing the province of which it takes

the name, empties itfelf into the ocean nigh to the country of Ono-

hualco. The river Chiapan begins its courfe from the mountains

called Cuchumataneo, which feparate the diocefe of Chiapan from

that of Guatemala, croifes the province of its own name, and after-

wards that of Onohualco, where it runs into the fea. The Spaniards

call it Habafco, which they alfo called that trait of land which unites

the peninfula of Yucatan to the Mexican continent. They called it

alfo the river Gribaha, from the commander of the firft Spanifh fleet

who difcovered it.

Amongft the rivers which run into the Pacific Ocean Tolohtlan is

the molt celebrated, called by the Spaniards Guadalaxara, or great

river. It takes its rife in the mountains of the valley of Toloccan,

crofles the kingdom of Michuacan and the lake of Chapallan, from

thence it waters the country of Tonollan, where at prefent the city

of Guadalaxara, the capital of New Gallicia, ftands ; and after running

a courfe of more than fix hundred miles, difcharges itfelf into the

ocean, in the latitude of 22 degrees. The river Tecuantepec

fprings in the mountains of the Mixes, and after a Ihort courfe

itfelf into the ocean in the latitude of 15 1 degrees

-

empties

Vol, I.
The
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SOOKL The river of the Jopi waters the country of that nation, and flows

out fifteen miles to the eaftward of the port of Acapulco; formingm that quarter the dividing line between the diocefes of Mexico and
Angelopoli.

There were befides, and ftill are, feveral lakes, which did not lefs
embelliih the country than give convenience to the commerce of
thofe people. The lake of Nicaragua, of Chapallan, and Pazquaro,
which were the moft confiderable, did not belong to the Mexican
empire. Amongft the others, the moil important to our hiftory, are
thofe two in the vale of Mexico, which we have already fpoken of.
The lake of Chalco extended twelve miles from eaft to weft, as far
as the city of Xochimilco, and from thence taking, for as many miles,
a northerly direction, incorporated itfelf by means of a canal, with
the lake of Tetzcuco

; but its breadth did not exceed fix miles.
The lake of Tetzcuco extended fifteen miles, or rather feventeen

from eaft to weft, and fomething more from fouth to north -, but at
prefent its extent is much lefs, for the Spaniards have diverted into
new channels many rivers which formerly ran into it. All the
water which aflembles there is at firft fv/eet, and becomes fait after-

wards, from the nitrous bed of the lake where it is received (b).
Befides thefe two great lakes, there were in the fame vale of Mexi-
co, and to the north of the coaft, two fmaller ones, named after

the cities of Tzompanco, and Xaltoccan. The lake of Tochtlan,
in the province of Coatzacualco, makes a fvveet profpecl, and its

banks a moft delightful dwelling. With refped to fountains, there
are fo many in that land, and fo different in quality, they would
deferve a feparate hiftory, efpecially if we had to enumerate thofe of
the kingdom of Michuacan. There are an infinity of nitrous,

fulphureous, vitriolic, and alluminous mineral waters, fome of which

(h) M. de Bomare fays, in his Dictionary of Natural Hiflory, that the fait of the Mexican
hike may proceed from the waters of the ocean in the north being filtered through the
earth

; and to corroborate his opinion he quotes Le Journal ties Sea-vans, of the year 1 676.
But this is truly a grofs error, becaufe that lake is one hundred and eighty miles dillant
from the ocean

; belides, the bed of this lake is fo elevated, that it has at leatt one mile of
perpendicular height above the level of the fea. The anonymous author of the work Entitled,

Olfervations curieufcs fur le Lac de Mexlque, (the work exprefsly from which the journalifts.
of Parie have made their extracts,) is very far from adopting the error of M. de Bomare.

fpring
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fpring out fo hot, that in a few moments any kind of fruit or animal BOOK I

food is boiled in them. There are alfo petrifying waters, namely

thofe of Tehuacan, a city about one hundred and twenty miles

dilknt from Mexico towards the fouth-eaft, thofe of the fpring of

Pucuaro in the Urates of the Conte di Miravalles, in the kingdom of

Michuacan, and that of a river in the province of the Queleni.

With the water of Pucuaro they make little white fmooth ftones,

not difpleafmg to the tafte ; fcrapings from which taken in broth,

or in Atolli ft) are moll powerful diaphoretics, and are ufed with

remarkable fuccefs in various kinds of fevers (k). The citizens of

Mexico during the time of their kings, fupplied themfelves with

water from the great fpring of Chapoltepec, which was conveyed to

the city by an aqueduct, of which, we mail fpeak hereafter. In

mentioning the waters of that kingdom, if the plan of our hiftory

would permit, we might defcribe the ftupendous falls or cafcades

of feveral rivers (I), and the bridges which nature has formed over

others, particularly the Ponte di Dio : thus they call in that country

a vaft volume of earth thrown acrofs the deep river Atoyaque, clofe

to the village of Molcaxac, about one hundred miles to the fouth-

eaft from Mexico, along which, coaches and carriages conveniently

pafs. It is probable, it has been a fragment of a neighbouring

mountain, thrown from it by fome former earthquake.

The climate of the countries of Anahuac varies according to their

fituation. The maritime countries are hot, and for the moil part

moift and unhealthy. Their heat, which occafions fweat even in

January, is owing to the perfect flatnefs of the coafts compared

with the inland country ; or from the mountains of fand that

gather upon the more, which is the cafe with Vera Cruz my native

country. The moifture proceeds not lefs from the fea than from

the abundance of waters defcending from the mountains which

(i) Atolli is the name given by the Mexicans, to a gruel made of maiz or Indian

corn ; of which we fhall fpeak in another place.

(k) The little (lones of Pucuaro have been known but a ftiort time. I have myfelf been

an eye vvitnefs of theirwondcrfi.il effect, in the epidemic of 1762. The dofe prefcribed for

one who is eafily brought to fweat is one drachm of the fcrapings.

(/) Amongil the cafcades there is one famous, made by the great river Guadalaxara, in

a place called Tempizque, fifteen miles to the fouthward of that city.

C 2 command

Sect.IV„
Climate of

Anahuac.
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book I. command the coafh In hot countries there is never any white froft,

and moft inhabitants of fuch regions have no other idea of fnow than

thai which they receive from the reading of books, or the accounts

of ftrangers. Lands which are very high, or very near to very

high mountains which are perpetually covered with fnow, are cold ;

and I have been upon a mountain not more than twenty-five miles,

removed from the capital, where there has been white froff. and ice

even in the dog-days. All the other inland countries, where the

greateft population prevailed, enjoy a climate fo mild and benign,

they neither feel the rigour of winter, nor the heats of fummer.

It is true, in many of thefe countries there is frequently white frofr,

in the three months of December, January, and February, and

fometimes even it mows -

y but the fmall inconvenience which fuch

cold occafions, continues only till the rifing fun : no other fire

than his rays, is neceffary to give warmth in winter ; no other relief

is wanted in the feafon of heat, but the made; the fame clothing

which covers men in the dog-days, defends them in January ; and

the animals ileep all the year under the open iky.

This mildnefs and agreeablenefs of climate under the torrid zone,

is the effect of feveral natural caufes, entirely unknown to the an-

cients, who believed it uninhabitable ; and not well underftood by

fome moderns, by whom it is efleemed unfavourable to thofe who
live in it. The purity of the atmofphere, the fmaller obliquity of

the folar rays, and the longer flay of this luminary upon the horizon in

winter, in comparifon of other regions farther removed from the

equator, concur to lelfen the cold, and to prevent all that horror

which disfigures the face of nature in other climes. During that

feafon, a ferene Iky and the natural delights of the country, are

enjoyed ; whereas under the frigid, and even for the mofr. part under

the temperate zones, the clouds rob man of the profpect of heaven,

and the fnow buries the beautiful productions of the earth. No lefs

caufes, combine to temper the heat of fummer. The plentiful

mowers which frequently water the earth after mid-day, from April

or May, to September or October; the high mountains continually

loaded with fnow, fcattered here and there through the country of

Anahuac • the cool winds which breathe from them in that feafon ;

and
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and the fliorter ftay of the fun upon the horizon, compared with BOOK r.

the circumftances of the temperate zone, transform the fummer of

thofe happy countries into a cool and chearful fpnng.

But the agreeablenefs of the climate is counterbalanced by thun-

der ftorms, which are frequent in fummer, particularly in the vici-

nity of Matlalcueje or the mountain of Tlafclala, and by earthquakes

which at all times are felt, although with, lefs danger than terror,

Thefe firft and laft effects are occalioned by the fulphur and other

combuftible materials, depofited in great abundance in the bowels of

the earth. Storms of hail are neither more frequent 'nor more fevere

than in Europe.

The fire kindled in the bowels of the earth by the fulphureous and seci-. V.
/• • r i r • r c aX. „ Mountains,

bituminous materials, has made vents for ltfelf in fame of the moun-
StoneS} and

tains or volcanos, from whence flames are often feen to iifue, and Minerals,

allies and fmoke. There are five mountains in the diftricl: of the

Mexican empire, where at different times this dreadful phenomenon

has been obferved. Pojaubtccatl, called by the Spaniard, Volean d'Ori-

zaba, began to fend forth fmoke, in the year 1545, and continued to

do fo for twenty years : but after that, for the fpace of more than

two centuries, there has not been obferved the fmalleft fign of burning.

This celebrated mountain, which is of a conical figure, is indifputably

the higheft land of all Anahuac ; and on account of its height, is

the firft land defcried by feamen who are fleering that way, at the

diftance of fifty leagues (m). Its top is always covered with mow,

and its border adorned with large cedar, pine, and other trees of va-

luable wood, which make the profpedt of it every way beau-

tiful. It is diftant from the capital upwards of ninety miles to-

the eaftward.

The Popocatepec and Iztaccibuatl, which lay near each other, but

thirty-three miles diftant from Mexico towards the fouth-eaft, are alio

of a furprifing height. Popocatepec, for which they have fubftituted

(m) Pojaubtccatl is higher than Taide or the Peak of Teneriffe, according to P. Tallan-

dier the Jefuit, who made obfervations on them both : vide Lettres Edlfidntes, &c. Thomas

Gao-e fays of the Popocatepec, it is as high as the highett Alps : he might have added,

fonTcthing higher, if he had calculated the elevated fiation on which this celebrated

mountain rifes.

the
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the name Volean, has a mouth or vent more than half a mile
wide, from which, in the time of the Mexican kings, it fre-

quently emitted flames ; and in the laft century many times threw
out great quantities of ames upon the places adjacent; but in this

century, hardly any fmoak has been obferved. Ixtaccihuatl, known
by the Spaniards under the name of Sierra Nevada, threw out alfo

at fometimes fmoke and ames. Both mountains have their tops
always covered with fnow in fo great quantities, as to fupply with
what precipitates on the neighbouring rocks, the cities of Mexico
Gelopoli, Cholula, and other adjoining places, to the diftance of
forty miles from thefe mountains, where an incredible quantity is

yearly confumed in cooling and congealing liquors (h).

The mountains of Coliman and Tochtlan, coniiderably diilant

from the capital, and fliil more fo from each other, have emitted fire

at different periods, in our time foj.

Eefides thefe mountains there are iikewife others, which, though
not burning mountains, are yet of great celebrity for their height •

namely, Matlalcueye, or the mountain of Tiaicala; Nappateu&li
called by the Spaniards, from its figure, Co/re or trunk; Tentzon

(«) The import or duty upon ice or congealed fnow confumed in the capital, amounted
in 1746, to 15,522 Mexican crowns; fome years after, it rofe to 20,0 30, and at prefent we
may believe it is a great deal more.

(<?) A few years ago an account was publifhed in Italy, concerning the mountains of
Tochtlan or Tuflla, full of curious, but too ridiculous lies; in which there was a defcrip-
tion of rivers of fire, of frightful elephants, &c. We do not mention among the burnin°-
mountains, neither Juruyo, nor Mamotomlo, of Nicaragua ; nor that of Guatemala ; becaufe
neither of thefe three was comprehended under the Mexican dominions. That of Guate-
mala, laid in ruins with earthquakes, that great and beautiful city, the 29th of July
1773. With refpect to Juruyo, fituated in the valley of Urecho, in the kingdom of Mi-
chuacan, before the year 1760, there was nothing of it but a fmall h :

ll where there was a
fugar plantation. But on the 29th of September., 1760, it burrt with furious fliocks

and entirely ruined the fugar work, and the neighbouring village of Guacana
; and from

that time has continued to emit fire and burning rocks, which have formed themfelves
into three high mountains, whofe circumference was nearly fix miles, in 1766, according
to the account communicated to me, by Don Emmanuelle di Buftamante, governor of
that province, and an eye-witnefs of the fa&. The afties at the eruption, were forced
as far as the city of Qiieretaro, one hundred and fifty miles diilant from Juruyo, a matter
almoft incredible, but public and notorious in that city; where a gentleman fhewed me, in
a paper, the afhes" which he had gathered. In the city of Valadolid, fixry miles difiant,

it rained afhes in fuch abundance they were obliged to fweep the yards of the houles
two or three times during the day.

near
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near to the village of Moacaxac, Toloccan, and others, which, being BOOK T.

of no importance to the fubjedt, I intentionally omit. Every one knows

that the famous chain of the Andes, or Alps of South America, are

continued through the ifthmus of Panama, and through all New
Spain till they lofe themfelves in the unknown countries of the North.

The mod conliderable part of this chain is known in that kingdom

under the name of Sierra Madre, particularly in Cinaloa, and Tara-

humara, provinces twelve hundred miles diftant from the capital.

The mountains of Anahuac abound in ores of every kind of metal,

and an infinite variety of other foffils. The Mexicans found gold in

the countries of the Cohuixcas, the Mixtecas, the Zapotecas, and in

feveral others. They gathered this precious metal chiefly in grains

amongft the fand of the rivers, and the above mentioned people paid a

certain quantity in tribute to the crown of Mexico. Silver was dug

out of the mines of Tlachco, Tzompanco, and others j but it was

not fo much prized bv them as it is by other nations. Since the con-

quer!, fo many filver mines have been difcovered in that country, efpe-

cially in the provinces which are to the north-weft of the capital, it

is quite impoflible to enumerate them. Of copper they had two forts,

one hard, which they ufed inftead of iron to make axes, hatchets, mat>

tocks, and other inftruments of war and agriculture ; the other flexible,

for making of bafons, pots, and other vefTels. This metal abounded

formerly more than elfewhere in the provinces of Zacatollan, and the

Cohuixchas ; at prefent it abounds in the kingdom of Michuacan.

They dug tin from the mines of Tlachco, and lead from the mines

of Izfniquilpan, a place in the country of the Otomies. Of tin they

made money, as we mail obferve in its place, and we know of lead

that it was fold at market, but we are entirely ignorant of the ufe it

was put to ; there were likewife mines of iron in Tlafcala, in Tlachco,

and other places j but they either did not rind out thefe mines, or at

leaf! did not know how to benefit themfelves by the difcovery. There

were alfo in Chilapan mines of quickfilver, and in many places mines

of fulphur, alum, vitriol, cinnabar, ochre, aud a white earth ftrongly

refembling white lead. Of quickfilver and vitriol we do not know

the ufe which they made ; the other minerals were employed in paint-

ing and dying. Of amber and afphaltum, or bitumen of Judea, there

was
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was and ftill is great abundance on both coafts, and they were both

paid in tribute to the king of Mexico from many places of the empire.

Amber they ufed to fet in gold for ornament • afphaltum was employed

in certain incenfe offerings, as we {hall find hereafter.

With refpedt to precious ftones there were, and ftill are, diamonds,

though few in number ; amethyfts, cats-eyes, turquoifes, cornelians,

and fome green ftones refembling emeralds, and not much inferior to

them ; and of all thefe ftones, the Mixtecas, the Zapotecas, and Cohu-

ixcas, in whofe mountains they were found, paid a tribute to the

king. Of their plenty and eftimation with the Mexicans, and the

manner in which they wrought them, we mail fpeak more properly

in another place. The mountains which lay on the coaft of the gulf

of Mexico, between the port of Vera Cruz and the river Coatzacu -

alco, namely, thofe of Chinantla, and the province of Mixtecas,

furnifhed them with cryftal j and the cities of Tochtepec, Cuetlacht-

lan, Cozamaloapan, and others, were obliged to contribute annually

to the luxury of the court.

Thefe mountains did not lefs abound in various kinds of ftone, va-

luable in architecture, fculpture, and other arts. There are quarries

of jafper, and marble of different colours in the mountains of Calpo-

lalpan to the eaft of Mexico ; in thofe which feparate the two vallies

of Mexico and Toloccan, now called Monte de los Cruzes, and in thofe

of the Zapotecas : of alabafter in Tecalco (at prefent Tecale), a place

in the neighbourhood of the province of Tepeyacac, and in the coun-

rry of the Mixtecas : of Tezontli, in the vale itfelf of Mexico, and

in many other places of the empire. The ftone Tetzontli is gene-

rally of a dark red colour, pretty hard, porous, and light, unites moft

firmly with lime and fand, and is therefore more in demand than

any other for the buildings of the capital, where the foundation is

marfhy and unfolid. There are befides entire mountains of load-

ftone, and among others one very confiderable between Teoitztlan and

Chilapan, in the country of the Cohuixcas. Of guetzalitztli com-

monly known by the name of the nephritic ftone, the Mexicans

formed various and curious figures, fome of which are preferved

in different mufeums of Europe. Chimaltizatl, which is a kind of

talc, is a tranfparent white ftone, dividing eafily into thin leaves

;

on
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on calcination gives a fine plaifter, which the ancient Mexicans ufed to

whiten their paintings. There are beiides infinite quantities of plaifter

and talc ; but reflecting this laft we do not know what ufe it was put

to. The Mezcuitlatl, that is, moon's-dung, belongs to that clafs of

ftones which, on account of their refinance to the action of fire, are

called by chemifts lapides refraSiarii. It is tranfparent and of a reddifli

gold colour. But no ftone was more common with the Mexicans

than the itztli, of which there is great abundance in many places of

Mexico. It is femitranfparent, of a glaffy fubftance, and generally

black, but it is found alfo white and blue ; they made looking-glafTes

of this ftone, knives, lancets, razors, and fpears, as we fhall mention

when v/e treat of their militia ; and after the introduction of the gof-

pel they made facred ftones of it which were much valued (p).

However plentiful and rich the mineral kingdom of Mexico may

be, the vegetable kingdom is ftill more various and abundant

celebrated Dr. Hernandez, the Pliny of New Spain, defcribes in his flow

Natural Hiftory, about twelve hundred plants, natives of that country;

but his defcription, although large, being confined to medicinal plants,

has hardly comprifed one part of what provident nature has produced

there for the benefit of mortals. Of the medicinal plants we mould

give but an imperfect account if we applied to the medicine of the

Mexicans. With regard to the other clafTes of vegetables, feme are

efteemed for their flowers, fome for their fruit, fome for their

leaves, fome for their root, fome for their trunk or their wood, and

others for their gum, refin, oil, or juice fqj. Among the many flow-

ers which embellifh the meads and adorn the gardens of the Mexicans,

there are- fome worthy to be mentioned, either from the lingular beauty

of their colours, the exquifite fragrance which they exhale, or the ex-

traordinarinefs of their form.

The Floripundio which, on account of its fize, merits the firft men-

tion, is a beautiful white odoriferous flower, monopetalous, or confift-

Seft. VI.

The Plants efteem-

ed for their

ers.

(p) Itztli is known in South America by the name of the Pietra del Galinazzo. The cele-

brated Mr. Caylus proves, in a manufcript DifTertation, which Mr. Bomare has cited, that the

oljidiona-, of which the ancients made their vajl murini, which were to much ellecmed, was en-

tirely fimilar to this ftone. -

(jl) We have adopted this though imperfect divifion of plants, as it appears the moft fuit-

able and adapted to the plan of our hiftory.

VOL, D ing
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jng f one le^ but f large, in length it is full more than eight inches,

and its diameter in the upper part three or four. Many hang together

from the branches like bells, but not entirely round as their co-

rolla frj, has five or fix angles equidiftant from each other. * Thefe

flowers are produced by a pretty little tree, the branches of which

form a round top like a dome. Its trunk is tender, its leaves large,

angular, and of a pale green colour. The flowers are followed by

round fruit as large as oranges, which contain an almond.

The Jollocxochitl fsj, or flower of the heart, is alfo large, and not

lefs eflimable for its beauty than for its odour, which is fo powerful,

that a fingle flower is fufficient to fill a whole houfe with the moft

pleafing fragrance. It has many petals, which are glutinous, exter-

nally white, internally reddifh or yellowiih, and difpofed in fuch a

manner, that when the flower is open and its petals expanded, it has

the appearance of a ftar, but when fhut it refembles in fome meafure

a heart, from whence its name arofe. The tree which bears it is to-

lerably large, and its leaves long and rough.

The Coatzontecoxochitl, or flower with the viper's head, is of in-

comparable beauty (7^. It is compofed of five petals or leaves, pur-

ple in the innermoft part, White in the middle, the reft red but

elegantly ftained with yellow and white fpots. The plant which bears

it has leaves refembling thofe of the iris, but longer and larger, its

trunk is fmall and flim ; this flower was one of the moft efteemed

amongft the Mexicans.

The Oceloxochitl, or tyger-flower, is large, compofed of three

pointed petals, and red, but towards the middle of a mixed white and

yellow, reprefenting.in fome degree the fpots of that wild animal from

which it takes its name. The plant has leaves alfo refembling thofe

of the iris, and a bulbous root.

(r) The coloured leaves of which the flower is compofed are called petals by Fabio Co-

lonna, and corolla by Linnaeus, to diftinguifh them from the real leaves.

(s) There is another Joiloxochitl alfo exceedingly fragrant, but different in form.

(;) Flos forma fpeftabilis, et quam vix quifpiam point verbis exprimere, aut penecillo pro

dignitate imitari, a principibus Indorum ut naturae miraculum valde expetitus, et in magna

habitus pretio. Hernandez Hiftor. Nat. N. Hifpanire, lib. viii. c. 8. The Lincean Academicians

of Rome, who commented on and published this Hillory of Hernandez in 1651, and faw the

paintings of this flower, with its colours, executed in Mexico, conceived fuch an idea of its

beauty that they adopted it as the emblem of their very learned academy, denominating it Fior

di lAnce.

The
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Thz CacaloxochltU or raven-flower is fmall, but very fragrant, and

coloured white, red, and yellow. The tree which produces thefe

flowers appears covered all over with them, forming at the end of me

branches natural bunches not Ids pkafing to the fight than grateful

to the fenfe. In hot countries there is nothing more common than

thefe flowers s
the Indians adorn their altars with them ;

and the Spa-

niards make excellent conferves of them (u).
_

The Izquixocbitl is a fmall white flower, refembhng in figure

the cynorrhodo, or wood-rofe, and in flavour the garden-rofe, but

much fuperior to it in fragrance. It grows to a great tree

The Cbempoalochitl, or Cbempafcuhil, as the Spaniards fay, is that

flower tranfplanted to Europe which the French call Oeillet d'Inde or

Indian carnation. It is exceedingly common in Mexico where they

call it alfo Flower of the Dead j and there are feveral kinds differing m

fize, in figure, and in the number of petals of which they are compofed.

The flower which the Mexicans call Xiloxocbitl, and the Miztecas

Tiata, is entirely compofed of thin, equal, and ftrait threads, but

pliant and about lix inches long, fpringing from a round cup

ibmething refembling an acorn, but different in fize, in colour, and

fubftance. Some of thefe beautiful flowers are entirely red, others all

white and the tree which bears them is moil beautiful.

The Macpbalxochitl, or flower of the hand, is like a tulip, but its

piftillum reprefents the form of a bird's foot, or rather that of an ape,

with fix finders terminated with as many nails. The vulgar Spa-

niards of tha°t kingdom call the tree which bears thefe curious flowers

Arbol de Manilas.
.

Beiides thefe and innumerable other flowers, natives of that coun-

try which the Mexicans delighted to cultivate, the land of Mexico

h's been enriched with ail thofe which could be tranfported from Aha

and Europe, fuch as lilies, ieffamines, carnations of different kinds

and others in great numbers, which at prefent in the gardens of

Mexico rival the flowers of America.

With regard to fruits, the country of Anahuac is partly indebted to Sect. vn.

the Canary lilands, partly to Spain, for water melons, apples, peaches, for their fruit.

-'ran-

{ll) It is probable that this tree is the fame' which Eomare dcfcribes under the name of F,

gipamer,

^ ^ quinces,
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quinces, apricots, pears, pomegranates, rigs, black-cherries, walnuts,
almonds, olives, chefnuts, and grapes • although thefe laft were
not altogether wanting in the country (x). In Mizteca there are two
kinds of wild vine original in the country : the one in the (hoots and
figure of the leaves limilar to the common vine, produces red grapes,

large, and covered with a hard fkin, but of a fweet and grateful tafte,

which would certainly improve from culture. The grape of the other
vine is hard, large, and of a very harm tafte, but they make an excellent

conferve of it.

With refpecl to the cocoa-tree, the plaintain, the citron, orange,

and lemon, I am perfuaded, from the teftimony of Oviedo, Her-
nandez, and Bernal Dias, that they had the cocoa from the Phi-
lippine Iflands, and the reft from the Canaries fyj but as I know
there are many of another opinion, I decline engaging myfelf in any
difpute ; becaufe, befides its being a matter of no importance to me,
it would force me to deviate from the line of my hiftory. It is cer-

tain, that thefe trees, and all others which have been imported there

from elfewhere, have fuccefsfully taken root, and multiplied as much
as in their native foil. All the maritime countries abound with cocoa-

nut trees. Of oranges, there are feven different kinds, and of lemons
only four. There are as many of the plaintain, or platano, as the

Spaniards 'call \t(%). The largeft, which is the zapalot, is from
fifteen

(a-) The places named Pan-as and Parral in the diocefe of New Bifcaglia, had thefe names
from the abundance of vines which were found there, of which they made many vineyards
which at this day produce good wine.

(_y) Oviedo, in his Natural Hiftory, attefts, that F. J. Bulangas, a Dominican, was the firft

who brought the Mufa from the Canaries to Hifpaniola, in 1 5 16 ; and from thence it was tranf-
planted to the continent of America. Hernandez, in the hid book, chap. 40. of his Natural
Hiftory, fpeaks thus of the cocoa : Nafcitur pajjim apud Orientales et jam quoque apud Occi-
dentales Indos. B. Dias in his Hiftory of the Conqueft, chap. 17. fays, he ibwed in the
country of Coatzacualco, feven or eight orange feeds ; and thefe, he adds, were the firft

oranges ever planted in New Spain. With regard to the mufa, of the four fpccies which
there are of it, it is probable, one of them only is foreign, which is called Guinea.

(z) The mufa was not altogether unknown to the ancients. Pliny, in citing the account
which the foldiers of Alexander the Great gave of all that they law in India, gives this de-
ft ription of it

: Major et alia {arbos) porno etfuavitate prtecellentior, quo fapientes Indorum
<vunt. Folium avium alas imltatttr, longitudine cubitorum triu'm, latitudine duum. FruB,
tice emiltit admirabilem fucci dulcedine, ut una quarternsfatict. Arbori nomen paLf, porno an :

,

Hift. Nat. lib. xii. cap. 6. Befides thefe fpecific characters of the mufa he fubjons further
that the na.me.Palan, which was given to the mufa in thofe remote times, is full preferved in Ma-

as Garzia dell' Orto, a learned Portuguefe phyfician, bears witnefs, who refided there
years. It is to be fufpe&ed whether Platano or plantain has been derived from the word

Patau

VI-

n cor-

en-T,

labar

man
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fifteen to twenty inches in length, and about three in diameter. It

is hard and little efteemed, and is only eat when roafled or boiled.

The Platano largo, that is long, is eight inches at the moil in length,

and one and a half in diameter. The fkin at firft is green, then yel-

low, and when perfectly ripe, black or blackiih. It is a relifhing

and wholefome fruit, whether boiled or raw. The Guinco is fmaller

than the other, but richer, fofter, more delicious, and lefs wholefome.

The fibres which cover the pulp are flatulent. This fpecies of plan-

tain has been cultivated in the public garden of Bologna, and we

have tailed it, but found it fo unripe and unpalatable on account ot

the climate, that it might have been iuppofed to be a quite different

fpecies. The Dominico is the fmalleft and likewiie the mofl delicate.

The tree alio is fmaller than the others. In that country there are

whole woods of large extent not only of the plantain, but alio of oranges

and lemons ; and in Michuaean there is a coniiderable commerce with

the dried plantains, which are preferable to raifins or figs.

The fruits which are unquestionably original in that country are the

pine-apple, which from being at firft view like to the pine-tree, was

called by the Spaniards Pina. The Mamei, Chirimoya (aj y Anona,

Cabeza di Negro, black Zapote, Chicozapote, white Zapote, yel-

low Zapote, Zapote di S. Dominico, Ahuacate, Guayaba, Capu-

lino, Guava, or Cuaxinicuil, Pitahaya, Papaya, Guanabana, Noce

Encarcelado, Plums, Dates, Chajoti, Tilapo, Obo or Kobo, Nance,

Cacahuate, and many others unimportant to be known by the reader.

Mofl of thefe fruits are defcribed in the v/orks of Oviedo, Acpfta,

Hernandez, Laet, Nuremberg, Marcgrave, Pifon, Barrere; Sloanc,

Palan. The name Bananas,'- which the French give it, is the fame as it bears in Guinea, and

the name Mufa, which the Italians give it, is taken from the Arabic. By fome it has been

called the Fruit of Paradife, and even fome are perfuaded it is the very fruit which made our

firft parents tranfgrefs.

(a) Several European writers on the affairs of America, confound the Chirimoya with the

Arcona and Guanabana : but they are three diftinft fpecies of fruits ; although the two firft

are fomewhat refembling each other. It is necefTary alio to guard again ft confjunding the

pine-apple with the Anona, which are more different from each other than the cucumber and

melon. Bomare, however, makes two ditlinft fruits of the Chirimoya and Cherimolia, where ->,

as Cherimolia is only the corruption of the firft and original name of the fruit. The Ate

likewife, which fome judge a fruit different from the Cherimoya, is only a variety of the

fame fpecies.

Xi-
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take notice of thofe which are the leaft known in Europe.

All the fruits comprehended by the Mexicans under the generic name

of Tzapotl, are round or approach to roundnefs ; and all have a hard

ftone (b). The black Zapote, has a green, light, fmooth, tender

bark ; a black, foft, and moil exceeding favoury pulp, which at firft

fight looks like the Caffia fcj. Within the pulp, it has fiat, black-

ifh ftones, not longer than a finger. It is perfectly round, and its

diameter from one and a half, to four or five inches. The tree is

of a moderate lize and thicknefs, with fmall leaves. Ice of the

pulp of this fruit, feafoned with fugar and cinnamon, is of a moil

delicate tafte.

The white Zapote, which from its narcotic virtue, was called by

the Mexicans Cochitzapotl, is fomething ilmilar to the black, in

fize, figure, and colour of the bark ; although in the white the

green is more clear ; but in other refpects they are greatly different.

Its ftone, which is believed to be poifonous, is large, round, hard,

and white. The tree is thick, and larger than the black ; and its

leaves alio are larger. Befides, the black is peculiar to a warm cli-

mate ; but the white, on the contrary, belongs to the cold and

temperate climates.

The Chicozapote, (in Mexican, CbiSlzapotl) is of a fpherical

lhape, or approaching thereto ; and is one and a half, or two inches

in diameter. Its fidn is grey, the pulp white, and the ftones black,

hard, and pointed. Fron this fruit, when it is ft ill green, they

draw a glutinous milk, which eafily condenfes, called by the Mexi-

cans, Chiclli; and by the' Spaniards, Chicle: the boys and girls chew

it ; and in Colima they form it into fmall ftatues, and other fanciful

little figures fdj.

{I) The fruits comprehended by the Mexicans under the name of Tzapotl, are the Mam-
•mei T'etzentzapot!, the Chirimoya Matzapotl, the Anona '^v.a,ibt%cpotl, the black Zapotl Tlilt-

zapotl, &c.

(c) Gemelli fays, the black Zapotl has alfo the tafte of the Caffia: but this is very far

from beinp- true, which all who have tailed it mull know. He fays alfo, that this fruit when

crude, is poifon to fifli, but it is wonderful that fuch a fact fhouldfoe known only to Gemelli,

who was not more than ten months in Mexico.

{J) Gemelli is peifuaded that chicle was a composition made on purpofe ; but he is de-

ceived, for it is nothing elfe than the mere milk of the unripe fruit condenfed by the air.

Tom. 6. lib. ii. cap. 10.

The
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The Chicozapote, -fully ripe, is one of the mod delicious fruits
j BOOK I.

and by many Europeans reckoned fuperior to any fruit in Europe. *^
The tree is moderately large, its wood fit for being wrought, and its

leaves are round, in colour and coniiftence like thofe of the orange.

It fprings without culture in hot countries ; and in Mixteca, Huax-

teca, and Michuacan, there are woods of fuch trees twelve and fif-

teen miles lorxg/V/-
.

The Capollino or Capulin, as the Spaniards call it, is the cnerry

of Mexico. The tree is little different from the cherry tree of

Europe ; and the fruit is like it in fize, colour, and ftone, but not

in tafte.
'

The Nance is a fmall, round fruit
;
yellow, aromatic, ana fa-

voury, with extremely fmall feeds, which grow into trees peculiar to

warm climates.

The Chayoti is a round fruit, fimilar in the hulk, with which it is

covered, to the chefnut, but four or five times larger, and 0/ a

much deeper green colour. Its kernel is of a greenifli white, and

has a large ftone in the middle, which is white, and like it in

fubftance. It is boiled, and the ftone eat with it. This fruit

is produced by a twining perennial plant, the root of which is alfo good

to eat. .

The imprifoned nut, commonly fo called, becaufe its kernel is

clofely (hut up within an exceeding hard ftone. It is fmaller than

the common nut ; and its figure refembles the nutmeg. Its ftone is

fmooth, and its kernel lefs, and not fo well tafted as the common one,

This (J)
tranfported from Europe, has multiplied and become as

common as in Europe itfelf.

The Tlalcacahuatl, or Cacahuate as the Spaniards call it, is one. of

the mod fcarce plants which grow there. It is an herb, but very

thick, and ftrongly fupplied with roots. Its leaves are fomethmg

M Amon-ft the ridiculous lies told by Thomas Gage, is the following- that in the garden

of S Giacinto, (the hqfpital of the Dominicans of the Million iron
>
the Philippine illes m

the fuburbs of Mexico where he lodged feveral months,) there were Chicozapott. Plus fruit

could never be raifed either in the vale of Mexico or any other country fubjecT.to white frofl.

f n We only fpeak of the imprifoned nut of the Mexican empire, as the one of New

Mexico is lanferand better tailed than the common one of Europe, as I have been in-

formed from refpedable authority. Probably this of New Mexico is the fame with that

of Louifiana, called Pacana, or Pacaria.
^
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like purflain, but not fo grofs. Its flowerets are white, which
bring no fruit. Its fruit are not borne on the branches or ftem asm other plants, but attached to the junction of the roots, within a
wiiite, greyifh, long, roundifh, wrinkled fheath, and as rou^h as we
have reprefented it in our third figure of fruits and flowers

&

Every
fheath has two or three Cacahuafi, which are in figure like pine
feeds, but larger and groffer

; and each is compofed, like other feeds"
of two lobt^ and has its germinating point. It is fit for eatine'
and well taired when not raw but only a little toafled. If they
are much toafled, they acquire a fmell and tafle fo like coffee any
one may be deceived by it. Oil is made from the Cacahuati, which
is not ill tailed

j but it is believed to be unwholefome becaufr it is
very hot. It makes a beautiful light, but is eafily extinguished
This plant would thrive, with certainty, in Italy. It is fown in
March or April, and the fruit is gathered in October or November
Among many other fruits, which I pafs over to fhorten my account

I cannot difpenfe with the mention of the cocoa, the cocoa nut*
vamilla, chia, chilli or great pepper, Tomati, the pepper of Ta-
bafco, coton, grain, and leguminous plants which are moft common
with the Mexicans.

Of the Cocoa nuts, (a name taken from the Mexican word Ca-
cahuath,) Hernandez enumerates four fpecies

; but the Tlalca
cahuatl, the fmalleft of the whole, was the one moft ufed by the
Mexicans in their chocolate and other daily drink- the other fpe-
cies ferved more as money to traffic with in the market, than
aliment. The Cocoa nut was one of the plants moft cultivated in
the warm countries of that empire; and many provinces paid it in
tribute to the crown of Mexico

; and amongft others the province
of Xoconocho, whofe Cocoa-nut is excellent and better than that of
Maddalena. The defcription of this celebrated plant, and its cul-
ture, is to be found in many authors of every polimed nation in
Europe.

The Vainilla or Vainiglia, fo well known and much ufed in Eu-
rope, grows without culture, in warm countries. The ancient
Mexicans made ufe of it in their chocolate and other drinks which
they made of the cocoa.

The
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HISTORY OF MEXICO.
The Chia is the fmall feed of a beautiful plant, whofe item B

is flrait and quadrangular; the branches extended in four directions,

and fymmetrically placed oppofite each other, with blue flowerets.

There are two fpecies of it, the one black and fmall, from which

there is an oil drawn admirable for painting ;
the other white and

larger, of which they make a cooling beverage. Both were ufed

by the Mexicans for thefe and other purpofes, which we {hall men-

tion hereafter.

Of Chilli or great Pepper (g), which was as much in ufe with

the Mexicans as fait in Europe, there are at leaft eleven fpecies, different

in their fize, figure and fharpnefs. The Quauhchilli, which is the

fruit of a fhrub, and Chiltecpin are the fmalleit, but alfo the mofi

(harp. Of the Tomate there are fix fpecies, diftinguifhed by their

fize, colour, and tafte. The largeft, which is the Xidtomatl or

Xitomate, as the Spaniards of Mexico call it, is now very common in

Europe, in Spain, and France, under the name of Tomate } and in

Italy, under the name of Pomo-d'oro. The Miltomatl is fmaller,

green, and perfectly round. How much both were ufed by the

Mexicans at their meals, mall be mentioned when we treat of

their diet.

The Xocoxochitl, vulgarly known by the name of Pepe di Tabafco,

from its abounding in that province, is larger than the pepper of

Malabar. It grows on a large tree, whofe leaves have the colour

and luftre of thofe of the, orange }
and the flowers are of a beautiful

red, and firnilar in figure to thofe of the pomegranate, and of a moft

penetrating and pleafmg fcent, of which the branches alfo partake.

The fruit" is round and borne in clufters which at firft are green,

afterwards become almoft black. This pepper, ufed formerly by

the ancient Mexicans, may fupply the want of that of Malabar.

Cotton, from its utility, was one of the moil valuable productions

of that country, as it ferved inftead of flax (although this plant was

not wanting to them), and the inhabitants of Anahuac were gene-

rally clothed in it (h). There is white and tawny-coloured cotton,

vulgarly

(V) In other countries of America the Chilli Is called Axi ;
in Spain, Pimiento

;
in France,

Poivre de Guinee, and by other names. . -

(b) Michuacan, New .Vlevico, and Quivira produced flax in great abundance and of the beft

ijaality ; but we are ignorant if thefe nations cultivated or made ufe of it. The Court of

25

Vol, I»
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BOOK I. vulgarly called Coyote. It is a plant common in warm countries^

but more cultivated by the ancients, than the moderns.

The AchiGte, called by the French Rocou, ferved the Mexicans

in dying, as it now does the Europeans. Of the bark they made

cordage, and the wood was ufed to produce fire by friction, after

the mode of the ancient fhepherds of Europe. This tree is well

defcribed in the dictionary of Bomare.

With regard to corn and leguminous plants, that country had

from Europe, wheat, barley, rice, peafe, beans, lentils, and others •

all of which rooted themfelves fuccefsfuliy in foils fuited to their

nature, and multiplied accordingly as we ihall mew in our difTerta-

tions- (/). .

Of grain, the chief, the moil ufeful, and moft common was the

maize, called by the Mexicans, Tluolli ; of which there are feveral

fpecies, differing in fize, colour, weight, and tafte. There is the

large and the fmall fort, the white, the yellow, the blue, the purple,,

the red, and the black. The Mexicans made bread of maize, and

other meats, ©f which we mail treat hereafter. Maize was car-

ried from America to Spain, and from Spain into the other countries

of Europe, to the great advantage of the poor ; though an author

of the prefent day, would make America indebted to Europe for it •

an opinion the moft extravagant and improbable which ever entered

a human brain (k).

Spain, being made acquainted of the lands of Mexico being fit for the culture
1

of flax and

hemp, fent, in the year 1778, twelve country families from Vega di Granata, to be employed

in that kind of agriculture.

(z) Dr. Hernandez, in his Natural Hiftory of Mexico, defcribes the fpecies of wheat found

in Michuacan, and boa-fls its prodigious fecundity : but the ancients either did not know,

or did not incline to ufe it, but gave preference then, as they flill do, to their own maize.

The firft perfon who fowed European wheat in that country was, a Moorifh flave belonging to

Cortez, having difcovered a few grains of it in a bag of rice, which he carried for provilion,

io the Spanifh foldiers.

(k) Here follow the words of Bomare, in his Dictionary of Nat. Hift. vide Ble de Turqnie.—
On donnoit a cctte plants curicufe & utile-, le nom de Ble d'lxde ;

parce qnelle tire fon origine des

hide:, d J

ou elle fit apporte en Tnrqine, & de la dans toutcs les autres parties de I'Europe, de

TAjrique, & de TAmcrique. The name of Grano di Turchia, by which it is at prefent

known in Italy, muft certainly have been the only reafon of Bornare's adopting an error, fo

contrary to the teftimeny of all writers on America, and the universal belief of nations.

The wheat is called by the Spaniards of Europe and America, Maize, taken from the Haitina

language, which was fooken in the ifland now called Hifpanioia, or St. Domingo..

i The
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The chief pulfe of the Mexicans, was the French bean, of which

the fpecies are more numerous and more varied than thofe of maize.

The largeft fpecies is the Ayacotli, which is the fize of a common

bean and comes from a beautiful red flower; but the moil efteemed

is the fmall black heavy French bean. This pulfe, which m Italy is

of no value, becaufe it is not good there, is fo excellent in Mexi-

co, that it not only ferves as fuftenance to the poor clafs of people,

but is alfo efteemed a luxury by the Spanim nobility.

Of plants which were valuable for their root, their leaves, then-

trunk or their wood, the Mexicans had many which ferved them

for food, namely, the Xicama, Camote, Huacamote, Cacomite, and

others • or which furniihed them with thread for their cloaths, or

cordage, namely the Xczotl, and feveral fpecies of Maguei; or gave

them wood for buildings and other works, as the cedar, pine, cyprefs,

fir, and ebony, &c. „

The Xicama, called by the Mexicans Cat%otl, is a root the hgure

and fize of an onion; quite white, folid, frefh, juicy, and rehihing,

and always eat raw.

The Camote is another root, extremely common m that country,

of which there are three fpecies, one white, one yellow, and another

purple. When boiled they tafte well, efpecially thofe of Queretaro,

which are juftly prized over all the kingdom (/).

The Cacomite is the efculent root of the plant which bears the

beautiful tyger-flower, already defcribed.

The Huacamote is the fweet root of a fpecies of Jucca {m Jt

which is alfo eat boiled. The papa which is a root tranfplanted

into Europe, and greatly valued in Ireland, was alfo brought from

South America, its native country, into Mexico, as many otner roots

and falads were from Spain and the Canaries, namely, turnips, ra-

dices, carrots, garlic, lettuces, and afparagus, cabbages, &c. Oni-

ons were fold in the markets of Mexico, as Cortez mentions in his

letters to Charles Vth. fo that there was no neceffity for importing

(!) Many call the Camoti, Batate or Patate ; but I have avoided this name becauft it is

equivocal, and indifferently ufed by authors to fignify Camoti and Page which are totally

^tr)
n

The°jucca is that plant of whole root they make Cajfa-va bread, in feveral countries

•Unrcrica.
^ them
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them from Europe. Befides the name Xonacatl which is given to the

onion, and that of Xonocapetec, by which name a certain place has

been known fince the time of the Mexican kings; they let us under-

ftand that this plant was very ancient in that country, and never

tranfplanted there from Europe.

The Maguei called by the Mexicans, Meil; by the Spaniards, Pita-,

and by many authors, the American aloe, from its being very fimilar

to the real aloe, is one of the moll common and molt ufeful plants of
Mexico. Hernandez defcribes nineteen fpecies, frill more different in

their interior fubftance than in their external form and colour of
leaves. In the feventh book of our hiflofy we fhall have occafion to

explain the great advantages the Mexicans derived from thefe plants,

and the incredible profit the Spaniards now make of them.

The Iczotl is a fpecies of mountain palm, pretty lofty, and gene-
rally with a double trunk. Its branches form the figure of a fan, and
its leaves a fpear. Its flowers are white and odorous, which the Spa-
niards preferve ; and its. fruit, at firft fight, refembles the mufa,,

but is altogether ufelefs. Of its leaves they did formerly and ftill

make fine mats;, and the Mexicans got thread from it for their manu-
factures-.

This is not the only palm of that country. Befides the Royal
Palm, fuperior to all others in the beauty of its branches, the cocoa-

palm, and the date-palms (»), there are other fpecies worthy to be
mentioned.

The Quauhcojolli, is a palm of middle fize,. whofe trunk is in-

acceffible to quadrupeds, from being armed round with long, hard,

and very (harp thorns. Its branches have the figure of an elegant

feather, between which its fruit hangs in clufters, being round, laro-e

as the common walnut, and like it confifting of four parts, that is

a fkin at firft green and afterwards blackiih, a yellow pulp ftronghr

adhering to the flone, a round and veiy hard ftone, and within the
itone a kernel or white fubftance.

The Ixhuatl is fmaller and has not more than fix or feven branches,

for as foon as a new one buds, one of the old one's withers. Of
(») Befides the Date palm proper to that country, there is alfo the Barbary date-palm..

Dates are fold in the month of June, in the markets of Mexico, Angelopoli, - and other
cities

;
but notwithftanding their fwcetnefs they are little in demand..

its
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its leaves they made bafkets and mats, and at prefent they make' Btfo-K 1.

hats, and other conveniences of them. The bark to the depth of

three fingers, is nothing bat a mafs of membranes, about a loot

long, thin and flexible, but alfo ftrong ; of a number of which-

joined together, the poor people make matrafles.

The palm Teoiczotl is alfo fmall. The fubftance of the trunk

which is foft, is furrounded with leaves of a particular fubftance,.

round, grofs, white, fmooih, and mining, which appears like fo many

(hells heaped upon each other, with which, formerly the Indians,

as they do now, adorned the arches of leaves which they made for

their feftivals.

There is another palm, which bears cocoas or nuts of oil, fo

called, (termed by the Spaniards Goods de Aceite ) becaufe they

obtain a good oil from it. The cocoa of oil, is a nut in figure and

in fize like the nutmeg ; within which there is a white, oily, eatable

kernel, covered by a thin purple pellicle. The oil has a fweet

fceat, but is too eafily condenfed, and then becomes a- white mafs,

foft, and white as mow.

For the excellence,- variety, and plenty of its timber, that country

is equal to any in the world;, as there is no fort of climate wanting

in it, every one produces its peculiar wood. Befides oaks, firs, pines,

cypreiles, beeches, allies, hazels, poplars, and many others common-

in Europe, there are entire woods of cedars and ebonies, the two

fpecies moll valued by the ancients : there is an abundance of

Agalloco or wood of aloe, in Mixteca -

f of Tapinzeean, in Michu-

acan; Caoba, in Chiapan Palo Gateado ; which we might call creeping

•wood, in Zoncoliuhean, (now Zongolicd) j. Gamble in the mountains

of Tezcoco j Granadillo or red ebony, in Mixteca and- elfewhere ;

Mizquitl or real Acacia, Tepehuaxin, Copti, Jabim Guayacan or

holy wood, Ayaquahuitl, Oyametl, the wood of Zopilote, and in-

numerable other woods valuable for their durability, their hardnefs,

and weight (<?), their pliablenefs or eafmefs of being cut, the elegance of

to) Pliny, in his Natural Hiftory, lib. xvi". cap. 4. mentions no other woods of great

fpecific weight, in water, than thefe four, ebony, box, larch, and barked cork
;

but in-

Mexico .there are many trees,, whofe wood does not float in water, as the Guayacan,.

Tapinzeran, Jabin, Quilbrahacha, &c. The Quilbrahacha, which means break-axe, is 10
•

called becaufe in cutting it the axe is frequently broke by the hardnefs of the wood.

their
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their colours, or the agreeablenefs of their odour. The Camote is
of a mofl beautiful purple • and the Granadillo, a dark-red colour •

but the Palo gateado, Caoba, and Tzopiloquahuitl or wood of Zopi'
lot, are flail more admirable. The hardnefs of the Guayacan is well
known in Europe; the Jabin has the fame property in no Ws a
degree, The aloe-wood of MIxteca, although different from the true
Agalloco of the Eaft, according to the defcriotion given of it by
Garzia dell'Orto (p) and other authors, is however, not lefs to be
efleemed for its delightful odour, efpecially when it is freih cut
There is alio in that country, a tree whole wood is precious, but
its nature is fo malignant as to occafion, a fwelling in the fcrotum
of any one who manages it indifcreetly when freih cut. The name
which the Michuacans give it (which I do not at prefent remember)
express difcindly that noxious effedt. I have never been a witnefs
of this fac% nor have I feen the tree ; but I learnt it when I was
in Michuacan, from refpeftable authority.

Hernandez, in his Natural Hiftory, defcribes about one hundred
fpecies of trees

s but having, as we before mentioned, confecrated his
ftudy to the medicinal plants, he omits the greater part of thofe which
that fertile foil produces, and in particular thofe which are moil
confiderable for their fize, and valued for their wood. There are
alfo trees, in height and largenefs fo prodigious, they are not at all
inferior to thofe which Pliny boafts to be the miracles of nature

Acofta makes mention of a cedar, which was in Atlacuechahuayan
a place nine miles diftant from Antequera or Oaxaca, the circum'
ference of

.

whofe trunk was fixteen fathoms, that is more than
eignty-two feet of Paris

s and I have feen in a houfe in the country a
beam, one hundred and twenty Caffilian feet, or one hundred and
feven Panfian feet long. In the capital, and other cities there are
very large tables of cedar to be feen, confifting of one fingle piece
In the valley of Atlixo there is fall exifting a very ancient fir-"
tree (7), fo large, that into a cavity of its trunk which was occafioned by

(/) Storia del Semplici, Aromati, &c . della India Orientale.

coU
(

^cal^r\\T
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,
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lightning, fourteen, men on horfeback could conveniently enter.

We are given a ftill ftronger idea of its capacity from a teftimony

even fo refpedable as his Excellency D. F. Lorenzana, formerly Arch-

bimop of Mexico, now of Toledo. This Prelate, in the annota-

tions which he made on the letters of Cortez, to Charles Vth. and

printed in Mexico, in 1770, attefts that having gone himfelf, in com-

pany with the Archbifhop of Guatemala and the Biftiop of Ange-

lopoli, to view that celebrated tree, he made one hundred young lads

enter its trunk.

The Ceibas, which I faw in the maritime province of Xicayan,

may be compared with this famous fir. The largenefs of thefe trees

is proportioned to their prodigious elevation, and they 'afford a moil

delightful profpedt at the time they are adorned with new leaves

and loaded with fruit, in which there is inclofed a particular fpecies

of white, fine, and moil delicate cotton. This might be, and

actually has been made into webs as foft and delicate, and perhaps

more fo, than filk (r) ; but it is toileibme to fpin, on account of

the fmallnefs of the threads, and the profit does not requite the la-

bour, the web not being lading. Some ufe it for pillows and mat-

traffes which have the flngular property of fwelling enormoufly

when expofed to the fun

.

Amongft the great many trees worthy of notice for their peculiari-

ties, which I am however obliged to look over, I cannot omit a

certain fpecies of wood-fig, which grows in the country of the

Cohuixcas and in other places of the kingdom. It is a lofty, grofs,

thick tree, fimilar in leaves and fruit to the common fig. From

its branches, which extend horizontally, fpring certain filaments

which taking their dire&ion towards the earth, increafe arid grow

till they reach it; ftrike root and form fo many new trunks,

that from one fingle fig, a whole wood may be generated. The

fruit of this tree is altogether ufelefs, but its timber is good (x).

In

(,-) DeBomare fays, that the Africans make of the thread of the Ceiba, the vegetable

taffety, which is fo fcarce, and fo much efreemed in Europe. I do not wonder at the fcarcity

of fuch cloth, confidering the difficulty of making* it. The name Ceiba is taken, like many

ethers, from the language which was fpoke in the iiland Haiti, or San Domingo. The Mexi-

cans call it, Pochotl ; and many Spaniards Pochote. In Africa it has the name of Benten,

The Ceiba, fays the above author, is highev than all the trees hitherto known,

Is) A. Perez de Ribas makes mention of this Angular fig, in his Hiflory of the Millions,

from Cinaloa ; and Bomare in his Dictionary, under the names of Figuier des Indes, Grande

Ficuier,

P
B O O K 1.
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With refpect laftly to plants which yield profitable refins, gums,

oils, or juices, the country of Anahuac is mod angularly fertile, as

Acofta in his Natural Hiftory acknowledges.

The HuitziloxitI, from which a balfam diftils, is a tree of mode-
rate height. Its leaves are fomething fimilar to thofe of the almond
tree, but larger ; its wood is reddifh and odorous, and its bark grey,

but covered with a reddifh pellicle. Its flowers, which are pale,

fpring from the extremity of the branches.. Its feed is fmall,

white, and crooked -

} and likewife comes from the extremity of a

thin fhell about a finger long. In whatever part an mcifion is made,

efpecially after rains, that excellent relin diftils which is fo much
valued in Europe, and nowife inferior to the celebrated balfam of

Meccha (?). Our balfam is of a reddifh black, or a yellowim

white, as from an incifion it runs of both colours, of a iharp and

bitter tafte, and an intenfe but moil grateful odour. The balfam

tree is common in the provinces of Panuco and Chiapan, and in

other warm countries. The kings of Mexico caufed it to be tranf-

planted into the celebrated garden of Huaxtepec, where it rooted

fuccefsfully, and multiplied coniiderably in all thofe mountains.

Some of the Indians, to extract a greater quantity of balfam, after

making an mcifion in the tree, have burnt the branches. The
abundance or thefe valuable trees make them regardleis of the lofs

of numbers ; by which means they are not obliged to wait the ilow-

nefs of the difr.il lation. The ancient Mexicans not only collected

the opobalfam, or drop difc.il led from the trunk, but alio extracted

the xylobalfam from the branches by means of decoction (u). From
the Huaconex and Maripenda (x), they extracted an oil equivalent

to the balfam. The Huaconex is a tree of moderate height, and

Figuier, & Figuier admirable. The hiftorians of Eaft India defcribe another tree, fimilar

to this, which is found there.

(t) The firft balfam brought from Mexico to Rome was fid at one hundred ducats, by
the ounce, as Monardes attells in his Hillory.of the medicinal Simples of .America, and was
declared by the Apollolic See, matter fit for chrifm, although it is different from that of
Meccha, as Acofta and other writers on America obferve.

(«) There is an oil alfo drawn from the fruit of the HuitziloxitI, fimilar in fmell and
tafte to that of the bitter almond, but more acrimonious and intenfe, which is found highly

ufeful in medicine.

(x) The names Huaconex and Maripenda are not Mexican, but adopted by the authors

who write of thefe trees,

of
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of an aromatic and hard wood which keeps frefh for years though book I.

buried under the earth. Its leaves are fmall and yellow, its flowers

likewife fmall and white, and its fruit fimilar to that of the laurel.

They diftilled oil from the bark of the tree ; after breaking it, keeping

it three days in fpring water, and then drying it in the fun. They

likewife ex trafted an oil from the leaves, of a pleafing odour. The

Maripenda is a fhrub, whofe leaves are like the iron of a lance;

and the fruit is fimilar to the grape, and grows in clutters which are

firft green, afterwards red. They extracted the oil, by a decoction

of the branches, with a mixture of fome of the fruit.

The Xochiocotzotl, commonly liquid amber, is the liquid Storax

of the Mexicans. It is a great tree (not a fhrub, as Pluche makes

it) ; its leaves are fimilar to thofe of the maple tree indented,

white in one part, and dark in the other; and difpofed in threes.

The fruit is thorny and round but polygonous, with the furface and

the angles yellow. The bark of the tree is in part green, part

tawny. By incifion in the trunk, they extract that precious refin

called by the Spaniards, liquidambar ; and the oil of the fame name,

which is ftill more odorous and eftimable. They alfo obtain liquid

amber from a decoction of the branches, but it is inferior to that

which diftils from the trunk.

The Mexican name Copalli, is generic, and common to all the

refms ; but efpecially fignifies thofe which were made ufe of for

incenfe. There are ten fpecies of trees which yield thefe forts of

refin, and differ not only in their name, but in foliage and fruit, and

in the quality of the refin. That limply called Copal, as being

the principal, is a white tranfparent reiin, which diftils from a

large tree, whofe leaves refemble thofe of the oak, but are

larger, and the fruit is round and reddilh. This refin is well

known in Europe by the name of gum Copal, and alfo the ufe.

which is made of it in medicine and varnimes. The ancient Mexi-

cans ufed it chietly in burnt offerings which they made for the wor-

ship of their idols ; or to pay refpec~t to ambaffadors, and other perfons

of the firft rank. At prefent they confume a great quantity in the

worfliip of the true God, and his faints. The Tecopalli or Tepeco-

palli, is a refin fimilar in colour, odour, and tafte to the incenfe of

Vol. I. F Arabia

|
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BOOK r. Arabia ; which diftils from a tree of moderate fize that grows in

- *~ -f mountains, the fruit of which is like an acorn, containing the

nut enveloped in a mucilage, within which there is a fmall kernel,

that is ufeful in medicine. Not only thefe two trees but all the

others of this clafs, which we cannot here defcribe, are peculiar to

warm climates.

The Caragna, and the Tecamaca, refins well known in the apo-

thecaries fhops of Europe, dift.il from two Mexican trees of rather

large lize. The trunk of the Caragna (y), is tawny, fmooth,

mining, and odorous ; and its leaves, though round, not diffimilar

to thofe of the olive. The tree of the Tecamaca has large indented

leaves, and red, round, and fmall fruit, hanging from the end of

the branches.

The Mizquitl or Mezquite, as the Spaniards call it, is a fpecies

of true Acacia ; and the gum which diftils from it is the true

gum arabic, as Hernandez and other learned naturalifb teftify. The
Mezquite is a thorny lhrub, whofe branches are moll irregularly

difpofed; and its leaves fmall, thin, and pinnated. Its flowers are

like thofe of the birch tree. Its fruits are fweet, eatable fhells, con-

taining a feed, of which anciently the barbarous Cicimecas made a

pafle, which ferved them for bread. Its wood is exceedingly hard

and heavy. Thefe trees are as common in Mexico as oaks in Europe,

particularly on hills in temperate countries (s).

Lac, or Gemma Laca (as it is called by the Spaniards), runs in

fuch abundance from a tree like the Mezquite, the branches are

covered with it {a). This tree, which is of moderate fize, has a

red-

(_y) The Mexicans gave the Caragna tree, the name of Trahueliheaquahmtl? that is,

tree of malignity, not Haheliloca, as De Bomare writes it ; becaufe they fuperftitioufly be-

lieved it to be feared by evil fpirits, and a powerful prefervative againlt forcery. The
name Tecamaca is taken from the Tecomac Ihiyac of the Mexicans.

(z) There is in Michuacan a fpecies of Mezquite or Acacia, without the lead thorn, and
with finer leaves ; but in every thing elfe like the other.

(a) Garzia deirOrto, in his hillory of the fimples of India, maintains,, from the accounts

of feme perfons experienced in thefe countries, that Lac is produced by ants. This
opinion has been adopted by many authors ; and Bomare does him the honour to believe

the, faft fully dcmonflrated ; but let us examine how far this is from truth. Firfr, Thefe
boafted demonflrations are but equivocal proofs and fallacious conjectures, which any one will

be convinced of, who reads the above authors. Second, Of all the naturalifb who write of
Lac, no one has ever feen it on the tree, but Hernandez; and this learned and fincere

author affirms, without the imalleft diffidence, that the Lac is a gum diflillcd from the

tree
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red-coloured trunk, and is very common in the provinces of the Co-

huixcas and Tlahuica. _

Dragon's blood runs from a large tree whofe leaves are broad and

angular. It grows in the mountains of Quauhchinanco, and in thofe

of the Cohuixca's (£).

The Elafiic Gum, called by the Mexicans Olin or OIK and by

the Spaniards of that kingdom, Vie, diftils from the Olquahuitl

which is a tree of moderate fize; the trunk of which is fmooth and

yellowifh, the leaves pretty large, the flowers white, and the fruit

yellow and rather round, but angular ;
within which there are kernels

as large as filberds, and white, but covered with a yellowilh pellicle.

The kernel has a bitter taftc, and the fruit always grows attached to

the bark of the tree. When the trunk is cut, the Ule which diftils

from it is white, liquid, and vifcous j then it becomes yellow, and

laftly of a leaden colour though rather blacker, which it always re-

tains. Thofe who gather it can model it to any form according to

the ufe they put it to. . r >

The Mexicans made their foot-balls of this gum, which, though

heavy, rebound more than thofe filled with air. At prefent, befides

other ufes to which they apply it, they varnifh their hats, their

boots, cloaks, and great coats with it, in the fame way as wax is

ufed in Europe, which makes them all water proof: from Ule,

when rendered liquid by fire, they extrad a medicinal oil. This

tree grows in hot countries fuch as Ihualapan and Mecatlan, and is

common in the kingdom of Guatemala [c). The Quauhxiotl, is a

tree which the Mexicans call, Tzinacancuitla-quahuitl, and confutes the other opinion,

Thirl The country where Lac abounds, is the fertile province of the Tlahmxchas,

w 11 tL fruits profper furprifingly; and are thence carried in greatquanm.es to the

tZft^lT^^ frvu/could not be gathered if there, were fo many nullum.

Tl in thL Tat/ a's woulJ be neceffary to produce fuch an erfve„£
^c the

tr=es beinz very numerous, and almoft all of them full of it. Fourthly, If the Lac is the

kbour of ant why do they produce it only in thefe trees, and not m any other fpecjes ?
&c

Lac waf "lle'd by the Mexicans, Bat's Dung, from fome analogy winch ,hey d.fcovered

"e^Mexicans call dragon's blood EgMj, which^^^^^
leaves are round and rough, its bark thick, and its root odorous.

(,) InM^chuacan there" is a tree, called by the Tarafcas Tarawa, of the fame fpeoe.

as the Olquahuitl ; but its leaves are different.
-1
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midling tree, the leaves of which are round, and the bark rediifli.

There are two inferior fpecies of it, the one yields a white gum,
which, when put in water, gives it a milk colour. The other drops

a reddifh gum ; they are both very ferviceable in dyfenteries.

In this clafs of plants we ought to give a place to the fir, the Hi-
guerilla (which refembles the fig), and the Ocote, a certain fpecies of
pine that is very aromatic, on account of the oils which they yield

;

and Brafil wood, logwood, indigo, and many others, on account of
their juices ; but feveral of thefe plants are already known in Europe,,

and the others we mail have occafion to treat of elfewhere.

The fmall part of the vegetable kingdom of Anahuac which we
have here communicated, revives our regret, that the accurate know-
ledge, which the ancient Mexicans acquired of natural hiffory, lias

almoft totally difappeared. We know its woods, mountains, and val-

lies are fcattered with innumerable plants, valuable and ufeful, yet

hardly one naturalift has ever fixed his attention on them. Who can
help lamenting, that of the immenfe treafures which the period of
two centuries and a half has difcovered in its rich mines, no part

fhould have been deftined to the foundation of an academy of Na-
tural ills, who might have purfued the fleps of the celebrated Hernan-
dez, and imparted to fociety the knowledge of thefe precious gifts

which the Creator has there fo liberally difpenfed

!

The animal kingdom of Anahuac is not better known,, although it

was attended to with equal diligence by Doctor Hernandez. The dif-

ficulty of diftinguifhing the fpecies, and the impropriety of appella-

tions taken from analogy, have rendered the hiftory of animals per-

plexed and indiftinct. The firfr. Spaniards who gave them names, were
more fkilful in the art, of war than in the ftudy of nature. Inftead of
retaining the terms which the Mexicans ufed, which' would have beea

the moil proper, they denominated many animals, tygers, wolves,

bears, dogs, fquirrels, &c. although they were very different in kind,

merely from fome refemblance in the colour of their fkin, or figure,'

or fome fimilarity in .their habits and difpofition. I do not pretend to

correct their errors, and Hill lefs to illuftrate the natural hiftory of that

vaft kingdom ; but only to give my readers fome flight idea of the

quadrupeds, birds, reptiles, filhes, and infects, which inhabit the land

and waters of Anahuac.

Of
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Of the quadrupeds fome are ancient, fotne modern. We call thofe

modern which were tranfported from the Canaries and Europe into

that country in the fixteenth century. Such are horfes, affes, bulls,

Iheep, goats, hogs, dogs, and cats, which have all fuccefsfully mul-

tiplied. In our fourth differtation we mall evince this truth in confu-

tation of fome philofophers of tire age, who have endeavoured to per-

fuade us that all quadrupeds degenerate in the new world.

Of the ancient quadrupeds, by which we mean thofe that have from

time immemorial been in that country, fome were common to both

the continents of Europe and America, fome peculiar to the new

world, in common however to Mexico and other countries of North

or South America, others were natives only of the kingdom of

Mexico.- ,

The ancient quadrupeds common, to Mexico and the old continent

are, lions, tygers, wild cats, bears, wolves, foxes, the common flags,

and white flags (d), bucks, wild goats, badgers, polecats, weazles,

martens, fquirrels, Polatucas, rabbits, hares, otters, and rats. I am
well aware that Mr. Buffon will not allow a native lion, tyger, or rab-

bit, to America: but as in our difTertations we have combated this

opinion, which" refts chiefly on the flight foundation of the imagined

impoffibility of animals, which are peculiar to warm countries of the

old world, finding a paffage to the new continent ; it is not necefTary

here to interrupt the courfe of our hiflory with confuting it.

The Miztli of the Mexicans, is certainly no other than the lion

without hair mentioned by Pliny fej, and totally diitincT: from the

African lion ; and the OcelotI is no way different from the African

tyger, according to the teftimony of Hernandez, who knew both

the latter and the former. The Tocbtli of Mexico is exadliy the rab-

bit of the old continent, and at leaft as ancient as the Mexican ca-

lendar, in which the figure of the rabbit was the firffc fymbolical cha-

fy) The white flag, whether it is of the fame or a different fpeci&s from the other ftac, is un-

queftionably common to both continents. It was known to the Greeks and Romans. The
Mexicans called it king of the Stags. Mr. Buffon is defirous of perfuading us that the white

colour of (lags is the effe£l of their being in captivity ; but as in the mountains of New
Spain, the white flag is found, which was never made captive by man, fitch an idea- can no

longer be entertained.

(f) Eliny, in lib. viii. cap. 16. dilUnguiflies- the two fpecies of lions, with and without

Hair, and afcertains the number of each fpecies which Pompey prefented at the Raman fpee-

tacles..

racier-"
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BOOK I. rate of their years. The wild cats, in fize much larger than the

domeftic cats, are fierce and dangerous. The bears are all black, and

more corpulent than thofe which are brought from the Alps into

Italy. The hares are diftinguifhed from thofe of Europe by their

longer ears, and the wolves by a groffer head. Both fpecies are plen-

tiful in that country. According to M. Buffon, we give the name

Polatuca to the Quimickpatlan, or
L
flying rat of the Mexicans. We

call it rat, becaufe it refembles it in the head, though it is much lar-

ger ; and flying, becaufe in its natural ftate the fkin of its fides is loofe

and wrinkled, which it diftends and expands together with its feet

like wings when it makes any confiderable leap from tree to tree. The

vulgar Spaniard confounds this quadruped with the common fquirrel

from their likenefs, but they are undoubtedly different. Mice were

brought to Mexico in European mips ; the rat was not fo, but always

known in Mexico by the name of Quimichin, which term they ufed

metaphorically to their fpies.

The quadrupeds which are common to Mexico and other regions of

the new world, are the Cojametl, Epatl, feveral fpecies of apes, com-

prehended by the Spaniards under the generic name of Mows, the

Ajotochtlij Aztacojotl, Tlacuatzin, techichi, "Telalmototli, Techallotl,

Ami%tti, Mapach, and the Banta (f)

.

The Cojametl, to which, from its refemblance to the wild boar,

the Spaniards gave the name of Javali, or wild hog, is called in other

countries of America Pecar, Saino, and Tayaflu. The gland it has

in the cavity of its back from which a plentiful wheyim {linking li-

quid diftils, led the firft hiftorians of the country, and fince them

many others into the miftaken belief that it produced hogs with their

navels on their backs ; and many ftill credit the abfurdity, although

upwards of two centuries are elapfed fince anatomifts have evinced the

(/) Many authors include the Pctco, or Peruvian ram, the Huanaco, the Vicogna, taruga,

and the iloth, amongft the animals of Mexico ; but all thefe quadrupeds are peculiar to South

and none of them to North America. It is true, Hernandez makes mention of the Paco

amongft the quadrupeds of New Spain, gives a drawing of it, and makes ufe of the Mexican

mxwtPelonichcatl; but it was on account of a few individuals which were brought there from

Peru, which the Mexicans called by that name ; in the fame manner as he defcribes feveral

animals of the Philippine Mes, not that therefore they had ever been bred in Mexico, or

found in any country of North America, unlefe it was fome individual carried there as a

curiofity as they are carried into Europe. 1

error
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error by dhTe&ion of the animal. Such is the difficulty of rooting out

popular prejudices ! The flefh of the Cojametl is agreeable to eat, pro-

vided it is quickly killed, the gland cut out, and all the ftinking li-

quid cleaned from it; otherwife the whole meat becomes infected.

The Epatl, by the Spaniards called Zorrillo, fmall fox, is lefs known

in Europe by the beauty of its fkin than the intolerable ftink it leaves

behind when huntfmen are in clofe purfuit of it (g).

The Tlacuatzin, which in other countries bears the names of Chin-

cha, Sarigua, and Opojfum, has been defcribed by many writers, and

is much celebrated on account of the double fkin to the belly in the

female, which reaches from the beginning of the ftomach to the ori-

fice of the womb, covering its teats, has an opening in the middle to

admit its young, where they are guarded and fuckled. In creeping, or

climbing over the walls of houfes, it keeps the fkin diftended, with

the entrance /hut, fo that its young cannot drop out ; but when it

wi flies to fend them abroad to begin to provide food for themfelves, or

to let them re-enter either to be fuckled or fecured from danger, it

opens the entrance by relaxing the fkin, difguifing her burden while

fhe carries them, and her delivery every time fhe lets them out. This

curious quadruped is the deftroyer of all poultry.

The Ajotocbtli, called by the Spaniards Armadillo, or Encobertado,

and by others Tatu, is well known to Europeans by the bony fcales

which cover its back, refembling the ancient armour of horfes. The
Mexicans gave it the name of Ajotocbtli, from an imperfect likenefs it

has to the rabbit, when it puts out its head and throws it back upon

its neck, while it fhrinks under its fcales or fhell (h).

(g ) Mr. Buffon enumerates four fpecies of the Epatl under the generic name of Moufetes.

He obferves afterward?, that the two firft which he names Coafo and Conipata, are from North

America, and the Cbincbo and Zorrillo, which are the two othe'rs, are from South America.

We find no grounds to believe thefe four different fpecies, but only four varieties of the fame

fpecies. The name Coafo, or fquafs taken from Dampier the navigator, who affirms the term

to be common in New Spain, was never heard of in all that country. The Indians of Yu-
catam, where that navigator was, call that quadruped Pa:.

(h) Ajotocbtli is a word compounded of Ajotli, the back part of the head, and Tochtli, rab-

bit. Buffon numbers eight fpecies of them under the name of Tatous, estimating their differ-

ence from the number of fcales and moveable fubftances which cover them. I cannot exactly

fay how many fpecies there may be in Mexico, having but a few individuals ; as I did net think

at the time of writing on this fubject, 1 was not curious to count their fcaiesj nor do I

know of any body who ever attended to fuch a ftrange kind of diftinction. ,

lit
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But it refembles no animal more than the turtle, although many-

parts of its form are totally diffimilar. We might give it the name of

the teftaceous quadruped. When this animal happens to be chaced

on level ground, it has no means of efcaping from the hands of its

purfuers ; but as it chiefly inhabits the mountains, when it meets with

any declivity it coils itfelf up in the form of a globe, and by rolling

itfelf down the defcent fools the hunter.

The Techicbi, which had elfewhere the name of Alco, was a qua-

druped of Mexico, and other countries of America, which from its

refemblance to a little dog was called by the Spaniards Perro, which

Signifies dog. It was of a melancholy afpedt. and perfectly dumb, from

whence the fabulous account propagated by many authors frill living

arofe, of dogs becoming mute when tranfported from the old to the

new world. The fleih of the Techichi was eat by the Mexicans, and

if we may credit the Spaniards who eat it, was agreeable and nourim-

ing food. After the conqueft of Mexico, the Spaniards having nei-

ther large cattle, nor fheep, provided their markets with this quadru-

ped ; by which means the fpecies was foon extinct, although it had

been very numerous.

The Tlahnototli, or land-fquirrel, called by Buffon Svizzero, is

like the real fquirrel in the eyes, in the tail, in fwiftnefs, and in all

its movements ; but very different in colour, in fize, in its habitation,

and fonie of its qualities. The hair of its belly is quite white, and

the reft of it is white mixed with grey. Its fize is double that of the

fquirrel, and it does not dwell in trees, but in fmall holes which it

digs in the earth, or amongfr. the Stones of ramparts which enclofe

fields, where it does considerable damage by the grain which it car-

ries off. It bites moft furioufly any one who approaches it, and can-

not be tamed, but has great elegance of form, and is graceful in its

movement. This fpecies is a very numerous one, particularly in the

kingdom of Michuacan. The Techallotl is no way different from the

preceding animal, except in having a fmalier and iefs hairy tail.

The Amyztli, or fea-lion, is an amphibious quadruped which in-

habits the ihores of the Pacific Ocean, and fome rivers of that king-

dom. Its body is three feet in length, its tail two. Its fnout is

long
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lon», its "legs fhort, the nails crooked. Its flan is valuable on ac- BOOK I

count of the length and foftnefs of its hair (i).

The Mapach of the Mexicans is, agreeable to the opinion of Buffon,

the fame quadruped which is known in Jamaica by the name of Raffon,

rattoon, or Weft-Indian fox. The Mexican one is of the fize of a badger,

with a black head, a long fharp fnout like a greyhound, fmall ears, round

body, hair mixed with black and white,, a long and hairy tail, and

five toes to every foot. It has a white ftreak over each eye, and like

the fquirrel makes ufe of its paws to convey any thing to its mouth

which it is going to eat. It feeds indifferently on grain, fruits, infects,

lizards, and pullet's blood. It is eafily tamed, and entertaining with

its play, but perfidious like the fquirrel, and apt to bite its mailer.

The Danta, or Anta, or Beori, or
<

Taph~, as it is differently

named in different countries, is the larger! quadruped of the king-

dom of Mexico (/£), and approaches moft to the fea-horfe, not

however in fize, but in fome of its fhapes and qualities. The

danta is about the fize of a middling mule. Its body is a little

arched like that of a hog, its head grofs and long with an appendage

to the fkin of the upper lip, which it extends or contracts at pleafure ;

its eyes are fmall, its ears little and round, its legs fhort, its fore feet

have four nails, the hind feet three, its tail fhort and pyramidical, its

fkin pretty thick and covered with thick hair, which at an advanced

age is brown ; its fet of teeth, which are compofed of twenty maxillary,

and as many incifors, is fo ftrong and fharp, and it makes fuch terrible

bites with them that it has been, feen, according to the tefKmony of

Oviedo the hiftorian, and an eye-witnefs, to tear off at one bite two

or three handbreadths of fkin from a hound, and at another a whole

leg and thigh. Its flefh is eatable (/), and its fkin valuable, from its

being fo flout as to refill: not only arrows, but even mufket-balls.

(/) We reckon the Amiztll among the quadrupeds which arc common to other countries of

America, asit appears to be the fame animal which Buffon defcribes under the name of Sa-

ricovienne.

(k) The Danta is much lefs than the Tlacaxolotl defcribed by Hernandez ; but we do not

know of this great quadruped ever having been in the kingdom of Mexico. The fame may

be laid of the ikgs of New Mexico, and of the Cibolle,'or Bifonte, which are alio, larger than

the Danta. See our IVth DifTertation.

(/) Oviedo fays, that the legs of the Danta are pretty good and relilhing food, provided

they remain twenty-four- hours continually at the fire.

Vol. I. G This
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This quadruped inhabits the iblitary woods of warm countries near to

fome river or lake, as it lives not lefs in the water than on the land.

All the fpecies of monkies in that kingdom, are known by the Mexi-

cans under the general name of Ozomatli, and by the Spaniards under

that of Monos. They are of different fizes and figure, fome fmall

and uncommonly diverting ; fome middling, of the iize of a badger j

and others large, flout, fierce, and bearded, which are called by

fome Zambos. Thefe when they ftand upright, which they do

upon two legs, often equal the ftature of a man. Amongft. the mid-

ling kind there are thofe which from having a dogs-head, belong to

the clafs of the cynocephali, although they are all furnimed with a

tail (m).

With refpedt to the ant-killers, that is, thofe quadrupeds which are

fo fingular for the enormous length of their fnout, the narrownefs of

their throat, and immoderate tongue, with which they draw the ants

out of their ant-hills, and from whence they have got their name

;

I have never feen any in that kingdom, nor do I know that there are

any there ; but I believe it is no other than the aztacojotl, that is, co-

jote, ant-killer, mentioned, but not defcribed by Hernandez (;z).

The quadrupeds which peculiarly belong to the land of Anahuac,

whofe fpecies I do not know to have been found in South America,,

or in other countries of North America, exempt from the dominion

of Spain, are the Cojotl, the Tlalcojotl? Xolohzcuintli, Tepeitzeuintli^

Itzcuintepotzotli, Ocotochtli, Cojopollin, Tuza, Ahuitzotl, Huitztla-

cuatzin, and perhaps others which we have not known.

The Cojotl, or Coyoto, as the Spaniards call it, is a wild beaft vo-

racious like the wolf, cunning like the fox, in form like a dog, and

in fome cualities like the Adive and the Ckacal : from whence feveral

(m) The Cynocephalos of the ancient continent has no tail as every one knows. Their

having been monkies found in the New World, which have the head of a dog, and are fur-

nifhed with tails, Briflon, in his clafs of apes, juftly applies to them of this clafs the name

of Cinocephali Cercopitechi, and divides them into two fpecies. Buffon, amongft the many

fpecies of monkies which he defcribes, omits this one.

(n) We call thofe quadrupeds, ant-killers, which the Spaniards term Hormfgueros, and the

French Fourmlllier , but the bear, ant-killers, defcribed by Oviedo, are certainly different

from the Fourmilliers of Buffon ; for although they agree in the eating of ant?, and in their

enormous tongue and fnout, they are neverthelefs remarkably diftinguiihed from each other

as to tail, for thofe of Buffon have an immenfe tail, but Oviedo's none at all. The defcrip-

tion which Oviedo gives of their way of hunting the ants is moil fingular and curious.

historians
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hiftorians have at one time judged it of one fpecies, at another time of

another fpecies ; but it is unqueftionably different from all thofe, as

we mall demonftrate in our Differtations. It is lefs than the wolf,

and about the fize of a maftiff, but flenderer. It has yellow fparkling

eyes, fmall ears pointed and eredt, a blackifh fnout, ftrong limbs, and

its feet armed with large crooked nails. Its tail thick and hairy, and

its fkin a mixture of black, brown, and white. Its voice hath both

the howl of the wolf and the bark of the dog. The Coyoto is one of

the moil common quadrupeds of Mexico foj, and the moft deftruc-

tive to the flocks. It invades a fheepfold, and when it cannot find a

lamb to carry off, it feizes a fheep by the neck with its teeth, and

coupling with it, and beating it on the rump with its tail, conduces it

where it pleafes. It purfues the deer, and fometimes attacks even

men. In flight it does nothing in general but trot; but its trot is fo

lively and fwift, that a horfe at the gallop can hardly overtake it. The

Cuetlachcojotl appears to us to be a quadruped of the fame fpecies with

the Coyoto, as it differs in nothing from it but being thicker in the

neck, and having hair like the wolf.

The Tlalcojotl, or Tlalcoyoto, is of the fize of a middling dog,

but groffer in make, and, in our opinion, the largeft quadruped of

thofe which live under the earth. In the head it is fomething like

the cat, and in colour and length of hair like the lion. It has a

long thick tail, and feeds on poultry, and other little animals, which

it hunts after in the obfcurity of the night.

The Ttzcuintepotzotli, and Tepuitzcuintli, and Xolokzcuintli, are

three fpecies of quadrupeds fimilar to dogs. The Itzcuintapohotli,

or hunch-backed dog, is as large as a Maltefan dog, the fkin of which

is varied with white, tawny, and black. Its head is fmall in propor-

tion to its body, and appears to be joined diredlly to it on account of

the fhortnefs and greatnefs of its neck ; its eyes are pleafing, its ears

loofe, its nofe has a confiderable prominence in j:he middle, and its

tail fo fmall, that it hardly reaches half way down its leg ; but the

characleriftic of it is a great hunch which it bears from its neck to its

(o) Neither BuflTon nor Bomare make mention of the Coyoto, although the fpecies is one

of -the moft common and moft numerous of Mexico, and amply defcribed by Hernandez,

whofe Natural Hiilory they frequently quote.

G 2 rump,
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rump. The place where this quadruped moft abounds is the king-

dom of Michuacan, where it is called Abora. The Tepeitzcuint/i,

that is, the mountain-dog, is a wild beaft fo fmall, that it appears a

little dog, but it is fo daring that it attacks deer, and fometimes kills

them. Its hair and tail are long, its body black, but its head, neck,

and bread are white (p). The Xoloitzcuintli is larger than the two pre-

ceding ; there being fome of them, whofe bodies are even four feet

long. Its face is like a dog, but its tuiks like the wolf, its ears erect,

its neck grofs, and tail long. The greateit. fingularity about this ani-

mal is its being totally deftitute of hair, except upon its fnout, where
it has fome thick crooked briftles. Its whole body is covered with a

fmooth, foft, afh- coloured fkin, but fpotted in part with black and

tawny. Thefe three fpecies are almoft totally extinct, or at leafl very

few of them remain (^).

The Ocotochtli appears agreeable to the defcription given of it by
Hernandez, to belong to the clafs of wild cats « but the author adds

fome circumftances to it which have much the air of a fable ; not

that he has been defirous of deceiving, but that he lias trufted too

much to the informations of others (r).

The Cojopollin is a quadruped of the fize of a common moufe -

but the tail is groiier which it ufes as a hand. Its fnout and ears are

iimilar to thofe of a pig : its ears are tranfparent, its legs and feet are

white, and its belly is of a whitiih. yellow. It lives and brings up its

young in trees. When its young fear any thing, they cling clofely to

their mother.

(p) Buffon believes the Tepeitzcuintli to be the glutton j but we contradict this opinion in

our Differtations.

(q) Giovanni Fabri, a Lincean academician, publifhed at Rome a long and learned differ-

tation, in which he endeavoured to prove, that the xoloitzcuintli is the fame with the wolf
of Mexico ; having without doubt been deceived by the original drawing of the xoloitzcuintli

Which was fent to Rome with other pictures of Hernandez ; but if he had read the defcription

which this eminent naturalift gives of that animal in the book of the Quadrupeds of New Spain,

he would have fpared himfelf the labour of writing that Differtation and the expences of pub-
lifliing it.

(r) Dr. Hernandez fays, that when the Ocotochtli makes any prey it covers it with leaves,

and mounting after on fome neighbouring tree, it begins howling to invite other animals to eat

its prey ; and itfelf is always the laft to eat ; becaufe the poifon of its tongue is fo ftrong,

that if it eat firlt the prey would be infected, and other animals who eat of it would die. This
fable is iiill in the mouths of the vulvar.

The
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The Tozan, or Tuza, is a quadruped of the bignefs of an European B Q

O

K. 1.

mole, but very different othervvife. Its body which is well made is

feven or eight inches long. Its fnout is like that of a moufe, its ears

fmal-1 and round, and tail fhort. Its mouth is armed with very flrong

teeth, and its paws are furnifhed with flrong crooked nails, with which

it dip-s into the earth and makes little holes, where it inhabits. The

Tuza is moll deflruclive to the fields by flealing the com, and to the

highways by the number of holes and hollows which it makes in

them ; for when it cannot, on account of its little light, find its

firft hole, it makes another, multiplying by fuch means the incon-

veniences and dangers to thofe who travel on horieback. It digs the

earth with its claws, and with two dogs-teeth which it has in the

upper jaw, larger than its others; in digging it puts the earth into

two membranes like purfes which are under its ear, which are fur-

nifhed with mufcles neceifary for contraction or diflenfion. When
the membranes are full, it empties them by finking the bottom of

the membranes with its paws, and then goes on to dig again in the

fame manner, ufmg its dogs-teeth and claws as a mattock, and its

two membranes as a little lack or bafket. The fpecies of the Tuza

is very numerous; but we do not recollect to have ever ieen. them in

the places where the land-fquirrels inhabit.

The Ahuitzotl is an amphibious quadruped, which for the moil

part dwells in the rivers of warm countries. Its body is a foot long,

its fnout long and fliarp, and its tail large. Its fkin is of a mixed

black and brown colour.

The Huitztlacuatzin is the hedge-hog or porcupine of Mexico. It

is as large as a midling dog, which it refembles in the face, although

its muzzle is flat ; its feet and legs are rather grofs, and its tail in

proportion with its body. The whole of its body, except the belly,

the hinder part of the tail, and infide of the legs, is armed with

quills or fpines, which are empty, fliarp, and a fpan long. On its

fnout and forehead it has long ftrait brillles, which rife upon its head

like a plume. All its fkin, even between the fpines is covered with

a foft black hair. It feeds only on the fruits of the earth (s).

(s) Buffbn woulcLmake the Huitztlacuatzin the Coendu of Guiana, but the Coendu Is car=

nivorous, whereas the Huitztlacuatzin feeds on fruits.

The
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The Cacomiztk is a quadruped, exceedingly like the martin in

its way of life. It is of the iize and form of a common cat;
but its body is larger, its hair longer, its legs fhorter, and its

afpe£t more wild and fierce. Its voice is a fharp cry, and its food
is poultry and other little animals. It inhabits, and brings up its

young in places lefs frequented than houfes. By day it fees little,

and does not come out of its hiding-place but at night, to fearch for
food. The Tlacuatzin, as well as the Cacomiztk, are to be feen in
fome of the houfes of the capital (/).

Befides thefe quadrupeds, there were others in the Mexican
empire, which I know not whether to confider as peculiar to that
country, or as common to other parts of America; fuch as the
Itzcuincuani or dog-eater; the T/a/oce/otl or little lion; and the
T'lalmiztli or little tiger. Of thofe, which although not belonging to
the kingdom of Mexico are to be found in other parts of North
America fubject to the Spaniards, we fhall take notice in our DifTer-
tations.

' We mould find the birds a more difficult tafk than the quadru-
peds, if we mould attempt to give an enumeration of their different

fpecies, with a defcription of their forms and manners. Their pro-
digious numbers, their variety, and many valuable qualities, have
occafioned fome authors to obferve that, as Africa is the country of
beafts, fo Mexico is the country of birds. Hernandez, in his Na-
tural Hiftory, defcribes above two hundred fpecies peculiar to that
kingdom, and yet paries over many that deferve notice, fuch as the
Cuitlacochi, the Zacua, and the Madrugador. We mail content
ourfelves with running over fome claffes of them, and point out any
peculiarities, here and there, as they occur. Among the birds of
prey there are keftrels, gofshawks, and feveral fpecies of ea^l eS)

falcons, and fparrow-hawks. The naturalifl already mentioned, al-

lows the birds of this clafs a fuperiority over thofe of Europe -

and the excellence of the Mexican falcons was fo remarkable, that

(t) I do not know the true Mexican name of the Cacomiztle, and have therefore ufed the
name which the Spaniards in that kingdom, gave it. Hernandez does not mention this
quadruped. It is true he defcribes one, nndcr the name of Cacamiztli, but this is evi-
dently an error of the prefs,

by
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by the defire of Philip the Second, a hundred were every year fent BOOK r.

to Spain. The largeft, the moll beautiful, and the mofl valuable

among the eagles is that named by the Mexicans, Itzquaubtli, which

not only purfues the larger birds and hares, but will even attack

men and beafts. There are two kinds of keflrelj the one called

Cenotzqui is particularly beautiful.

The Ravens of Mexico, called by the Mexicans Cacalotl, do not,

as in other countries, clear the fields of carrion, but are only em-

ployed in flealing the ears of corn. The bufmefs of clearing the

fields there, is referved principally for the Zopilots, known in South

America by the name of Gallinazzi ; in other places, by that of

Aure -, and in fome places, though very improperly, by that of

ravens (a). There are two very different fpecies of thefe birds ; the

one, the Zopilote properly fo called, the other called the Cozca-

quauhtli'. they are both bigger than the raven. Thefe two fpecies

refemble each other in their hooked bill and crooked claws, and by-

having upon their head inftead of feathers, a wrinkled membrane

with fome curling hairs. They fly fo high, that although they are

pretty large, they are loft to the fight ; and efpecially before a hail

ftorm they will be feen wheeling, in vail numbers, under the loftieft

clouds, till they entirely difappear. They feed upon carrion, which

they difcover by the acutenefs of their fight and fmell, from the

greateft height, and defcend upon it with a majeftic flight, in a

great fpiral courfe. They are both almoft mute. The two fpecies

are diftinguifhable, however, by their fize, their colour, their num-
bers, and fome other peculiarities. The Zopilots, properly fo called,

have black feathers, with a brown head, bill, and feet • they go often

in flocks, and rooft together upon trees [x). This fpecies is very

numerous, and is to be found in all the different climates ; while on

(k) Hernandez has, without any hefitation, made the Zopilote a fpecies of raven ; but they

are, certainly, very different birds, not only in their fize, but in the fhape of the head ; ia

their flight, and in their voice. Bomare fays, that the Aura is the Cofquautb of New Spain-,

and .the T'ropilot of the Indians ; fo that the Cozcaquaubtli, as well as the Tzopilotl, are

Mexican names ufed by the Indians, to denote not one bird only, but two different kinds.

Some give the one fpecies the name of Aura, and the other that of Zopilote, or Gallinazzo.

(x) 1 he Zopilots contradict the general rule, laid down by Pliny, lib. ix. cap. 19. Uncos

ungues habc?itia omtlino non covgrcgantur, & Jibi quaque pradantur. The rule can only apply

ftri&ly to real birds of prey, fuch as eagles, vultures, falcons, fparrow-hawks, &c
the
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BOOK I, the contrary, the Cozcaquauhtli is far from numerous, and is pe-

culiar to the warmer climates alone. The latter bird is larger than

the Zopilot, has a red head and feet with a beak of a deep red

colour, except towards its extremity which is white. Its feathers

are brown except upon the neck and parts about the breaft, which

are of a reddim black. The wings are of an am colour upon the

infide, and upon the outfide are variegated with black and tawny.

The Cozcaquauhtli is called by the Mexicans, king of the Zopi-

lots (y) ; and they fay, that when thefe two fpecies happen to meet

together about the lame carrion, the Zopilot never begins to eat

till the Cozcaquauhtli has tailed it. The Zopilot is a mod ufeful

bird to that country, for they not only clear the fields, but attend the

crocodiles and deftroy the eggs which the females of thofe dreadful

amphibious animals leave in the fand to be hatched by the heat of

the fun. The deftrudtion of fuch a bird ought to be prohibited

under fevere penalties.

Among the night birds, are feveral kinds of owls, to which we

may add the bats, although they do not properly belong to the clafs

of birds. There are great numbers of bats in the warm and woody

countries; fome of them will draw blood, with dreadful bites,

from horfes and other animals. In fome of the very hot countries

bats are found of a prodigious fize, but not fo large as thofe of

the Philippine Ifles, and other parts of the Baft.

Under the title of aquatic birds I fhall comprehend, not only the

Palmipedes which fwim and live generally in the water, but the

Jlimantopodes alfo; with other fifhing birds which live chiefly upon

the fea more, upon the iides of lakes and rivers, and feek their food

( v) The bird which now goes by the name of Kivg of the Zopilots, in New Spain, feems

different from the one we are now defcribing. This modern king of the Zopilots is a ilrong

bird, of the fr/.e of a common eagle; with a ftately air; flrong claws ; fine, piercing eyes;

and a beautiful black, white, and tawny plumage. It is remarkable, particularly, for a

certain fcarlet coloured, fiefhy fubuancc, which furrounds its neck like a collar, and comes

over its head in the form of a little crown. I have had this defcription of it from a perfon

of knowledge and veracity, who affures me that he has feen three different individuals of

this fpecies, and particularly that one which was fent from Mexico, in 1750, to the catholic

king, Ferdinand VI. Ke farther informs me, that there was a genuine drawing of this

•bird, pubbflicd in a work called, the American Gazetteer. The Mexican name Cozca-

quaultl!, which means Ring Eagle, is certainly moie applicable to this bird than to the

other. The figure exhibited in our plate, is copied ftom that of the American Gazetteer.

1 in
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in the water. Of birds of this kind there is a prodigious number BOOK I-

of geefe, at leaft twenty fpecies of ducks, feveral kinds of herons

and egrets, with vail numbers of fwans, gulls, water-rails,

divers, king's fifhers, pelicans, and others. The multitude of

ducks is fometimes fo great as quite to cover the fields, and

to appear, at a diftance, like flocks of lheep. Among the herons

and egrets, fome are afh-coloured, fome perfectly white ; and others

of which the plumage of the body is white, while the neck,

with the tips and upper part of the wings, and a part of the

tail, are enlivened with a bright fcarlet, or a beautiful blue. The

Pellican, or Onocrontalus, known to the Spaniards of Mexico by

the name of Alcatraz, is fufficiently known by that great pouch

or venter, as Pliny calls it, which is under its bill. There are

two fpecies of this bird in Mexico ; the one having a fmooth bill,

the other a notched one. Although the Europeans are acquainted

with this bird, I do not know whether they are equally well ac-

quainted with the fmgular circumftance of its affifting the fick or

hurt of its own fpecies ; a circumftance which the Americans fome-

times take advantage of, to procure fifh without trouble. They

take a live pelican, break its wing, and after tying it to a tree, con-

ceal themfelves in the neighbourhood ; there they watch the coming

of the other pelicans with their provifions, and as foon as they fee

thefe throw up the fifh from their pouch, run in, and after leaving a

little for the captive bird, they carry off the reft.

But if the Pelican is admirable for its attention to the others of

its fpecies, the Tc-alquaebilli, is no lefs wonderful on account of the

arms with which the Creator has provided it for its defence. This

is a fmall aquatic bird; with a long, narrow neck, a fmall head;

a long, yellow bill, long legs, feet, and claws, and a fhort tail. The

legs and feet are afh-coloured ; the body is black, with fome yellow

feathers about the belly. Upon its head is a little circle or coronet,

of a horny fubftance, which is divided into three very fharp points ;

and it has two others upon the forepart of the wings (z).

In the other claffes of birds fome are valuable upon account of

their flefh, fome for their plumage, and fome for their fongj

(z) In Brafrl, alfo, there is an aquatic bird with weapon* of this kind ; but which, in

other refpeds, is a very different bird,.

¥ol. I. H while



5°

BOOK I.

HISTORY OF MEXICO.
while others engage our attention by their extraordinary inftinct, or

fome other remarkable quality.

Of the birds which afford a wholefome and agreeable food, I

have counted more than feventy fpecies. Befides the common
fowls, which were brought from the Canary Ifles to the Antilles,

and from thefe to Mexico, there were, and ftill are fowls peculiar

to that country > which as they partly refemble the common fowl,

and partly the peacock, were called Gallipavos* by the Spaniards,

and Huexolotl and Totolin by the Mexicans. Thefe birds being car-

ried to Europe in return for the common fowls, have multiplied

very fart ; and efpecially in Italy, where, on account of their man-
ners and their fize, they gave them the name of Gallinacci (,a) -. but
the European fowl has increafed greatly more in Mexico. There
are likewife wild fowls in great plenty, exactly like the tame, but
larger, and in many places of a much fweeter flefh.. There are

partridges, quails, pheafants, cranes, turtle-doves, pigeons,, and a great,

variety of others, that are efteemed in Europe. The reader will

form fome idea of the immenfe number of quails when we mall come
to fpeak of the ancient facrifices. The pheafants are different from
the pheafants of Europe,, and are of three kinds (#)'. The Coxolitli

and Tepetototl, which are both the lize of a goofe, with a creft

upon their heads, which they can raife and deprefs at pleafure, are.

dirtinguifhable by their colour, and fome particular qualities. The
Coxolitli, called by the Spaniards,, Royal Pheafant, has a tawney-

coloured plumage ; and its flefh is more delicate than that of the

other. The TepetototI will fometimes be fo tame as to pick from
its mailer's hand; to run to meet him, with figns of joy, when he
comes home -

s to learn to mut the door with its bill ; and in every-

thing mow greater docility than could be expected in a bird which.

is properly an inhabitant of the woods. I have feen one of thefe

pheafants which, after being fome time in a poultry yard, had learnt to

fight in the manner of cocks, and would right with them, erecting

(a) In Bologna, they are called Tocchl and Tocchini, and in other places, Galli d'India.

The French call them Dhides, Dhidons, and Coqs cPlnde.

(J?) Bomare reckons the Huatzin among the pheafants ; but for what reafon, I do not
know, as the Huatzin belongs with crows, zopilots and others, to the fecond clafs ; the
birds of prey. * In Englifli, the Turkey.

the
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the feathers of his crefl, as the cocks do thofe of the neck. Its BOOK I--

feathers are of a Alining black, and its legs and feet afh-coloured.

The pheafants of the third fpecies, called by the Spaniards, Gritones,

that is, fcreamers, are fmaller than the other two ; with a brown

body, and a black tail and wings. The Chachalaca, the nefh of

which is very good eating, is about the fize of the common fowl.

The upper part of the body is of a brown colour, the under part

whitim, and the bill and feet blueiih. It is inconceivable what a

noife thefe birds make in the woods, with their cries ; which, al-

though they fomewhat referable the cackling of fowls, are much

louder, more conftant, and more difagreeable. There are feveral

fpecies of turtle-doves, and pigeons, fome common to Europe, others

peculiar to thofe countries.

The birds valuable for their plumage are fo many and fo beau-

tiful, that we mould afford a greater pleafure to our readers, if

we could bring them before their eyes, with all the colours which

adorn them. I have reckoned five and thirty fpecies of Mexican

birds, that are fuperlatively beautiful -

3
of fome of which I mull take

particular notice.

The Huitzitzilin is that wonderful little bird fo often celebrated

by the hiflorians of America, for its fmallnefs, its activity, the An-

gular beauty of its plumage, the thinnefs of its food, and the length

of its deep' in the winter. That fleep, or rather ftate of immobility,

occafioned'by the numbnefs or torpor of its limbs, has been often re-

quired to be proved in legal form, in order to convince fome incre-

dulous Europeans; an incredulity arifing from ignorance alone, as

the fame kind of torpor takes place in many parts of Europe,

in dormice, hedge-hogs, fwallows, bats, and other animals whofe

blood is of the fame temperature ; although perhaps it does not

continue fo long in any of them as in the Huitzitzilin, which

in fome countries remains without motion from October to

April. There are nine fpecies of Huitzitzilin, differing in fize

and colour (c) .

The

(cl The Spaniards of Mexico call this bird Chupamirto, becaufe .it fucks chiefly the

though very improperly, by the name of a Myrtle, in

it 4 ©th§lflowers of a plant known there,
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The Tlaiibquecho! is an aquatic bird of fome fize, with feathers of a

beautiful fcarlet colour, or a reddifh-white, except thofe of the neck$

which are black. It lives upon the fea-fhores, and by the fides of rivers j

and lives only upon live fifh, never touching any thing that is dead.

The Nepapa?7tototl, is a wild duck which frequents the lake of

Mexico, and feems to have all the colours together afTembled in its

plumage.

The Tlacuihltototl, or painted bird, juftly deferves its name; for

its beautiful feathers are variegated with red, blue, purple, green,

and black. Its eyes are black, with a yellow iris ^ and thefsetafh-

coloured.

The Tzinizc'an is of the fize of a pigeon, with a fmall, crooked,

yellow bill. The head and neck are like thofe of a pigeon, but

adorned with mining green feathers ; the breaft and belly are white

except near the tail, which is variegated with white and blue -, thfi

tail is green upon the upper fide, and black underneath ; the wings

are partly black, and partly white ; and the eyes are black, with

reddifh yellow irides. This bird lives upon the fea-coalts.

The Mezcanauhtli, is a wild duck, about as large as a domeftic

fowl, but of lingular beauty. Its bill is pretty long and broad,

azure above, and black upon the underfide ; the feathers of the body
are white, and marked with numerous black fpots. The wings

are white and brown on the under-fide, and upon the upper-fide

variegated with black, white, blue, green, and tawny-colour. Its

feet are of a yellowifh red ; its head brown, and tawny-coloured,

and partly purple, with a beautiful white fpot betwixt the eyes and
bill : the eyes are black , and the tail is blue above, brown below*

and white at its extremity.

The Tilauhtototl is extremely like the Tlacuiloltototl in its colours,

but is fmaller. The Huacamaye and the Cardinals, fo much prized

by the Europeans, upon account of their fine colours, are very

common in this country.

All thefe beautiful birds and others peculiar to Mexico, befides

fome which have been brought thither from the countries adjacent*

other parts of America, It is called Cbupajlor, Picafior, Tominejo, Celiire, &c. Among- the
numerous authors who defcribe this precious little bird, no one gives a better idea of the
beauty of its plumage than Acofta,

are
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are of great value to the Mexicans, in their fingular works of Mofaic, BOOK I.

which we mall mention in another place. Peacocks have been car- ""v

ried there from the old continent, but they have not been attended

to ; and have, therefore, propagated very flowly.

Many authors, who allow to the birds of Mexico a fuperiority

in the beauty of their plumage, have denied them that of fong

:

but we can with perfect confidence affirm, that that opinion has not

been formed upon. real obfervation, but has proceeded from ignorance,

as it is more difficult for Europeans to hear the Mexican birds than

to fee them.

There are in Mexico, as well as in Europe, gold-finches and

nightingales, and at lead two-and-twenty fpecies belides, of finging

birds, which are little or nothing inferior to thefe ; but all that we

are acquainted with are furpaffed by the very famous Centzontli, fo

named by the Mexicans to exprefs the wonderful variety of its

notes (d). It is impoiiible to give any idea of the fweetnefs and

mellownefs of its fong, of the harmony and variety of its tones,

or of the facility with which it learns to imitate whatever it hears.

It counterfeits naturally, not only the notes of other birds, but

even the different noifes of quadrupeds. It is of the fize of a com-

mon thrum. Its body is white upon the under-fide, and grey above j

with fome white feathers, efpecially about the head and tail. It

eats any thing, but delights chiefly in flies, which it will pick from

one's finger with figns of pleaiure. The Centzontli is to be found

every where in great numbers ;
yet they are fo much efleemed, that I

have feen five-and-twenty crowns paid for one. Attempts have often

been made to bring it to Europe, but I do not know if they ever

fucceeded : and I am perfuaded that, although it could be brought

to Europe alive, yet it could not be, without injuring its voice

and other qualifications, by a change of climate and the hard/hips of

a voyage.

i-

(S Centzontlatotle, (for that is the real name, and Centzontli is but an abbreviation) menns

the many-voiced. The Mexicans ufe the word Centzontli (four hundred) as the Latins

did mille &fexcenti, to exprefs an indefinite and innumerable multitude. The Greek name

of Polyglottct, which fome modern Ornith^logifts apply to it, correfponds to the Mexican

name. See further what we fay of Cenzontli, in our diflertations.

The
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The birds called Cardinals, are not lefs delightful to the ear,

from the fweetnefs of their fong, than to the light, by the beauty

of their fcarlet plumage, and creft. The Mexican Calandra

lings very fweetly alfo, and its fong refembles that of the nightingale.

Its feathers are varied with white, yellow, and grey. It weaves its

neil in a wonderful manner, with hairs paired together with fome

kind of vifcid fubftance, and fufpending like a little bag, from the

bough of a tree. The Tigrillo, or little Tiger, which is likewife Of

fome value upon account of its mufic, is fo named from its feathers

being fpotted like the Ikin of a tiger. The Cuitlaccochi refembles

the Centzontli, in the excellence of its fong, as well as in fize

and colour, as the Coztototl exadly does the Canary bird, brought

thither from the Canaries. The Mexican Sparrows, called Gorriones

by the Spaniards, are nothing like the real fparrows, except in their

fize, their manner of hopping, and in making their nefls in the holes

of walls. Their body is white upon the under-fide, and grey upon

the upper j but at a certain age, the heads of fome become red, and

others yellow (e). Their flight is laborious, from the - fmallnefs of

their winp-s, or the weaknefs of their feathers. Their fong is moil

delip-htful and various. There are great numbers of thefe finging

birds in the capital, and the other cities and villages of Mexico.

The talking birds too, or thofe which imitate the human voice,

are to be found in equal abundance, in the country of Anahuac.

Even among the finging birds there are fome which learn a few

words • fuch as the celebrated Centzontli, and the Acolchichi, or

bird with the red back, which from that mark the Spaniards have

called the Commendador. The Cehuan, which is bigger than a

common thrum, counterfeits the human voice, but in a tone that

appears burlefqued ; and will follow travellers a great way. The

Tzanabuei refembles the magpie in fize, but is of a different colour.

It learns to fpeak, fleals cunningly whatever it can get, and in every

refpecl: mows a kind of inftincl: fuperior to what we generally ob-

ferve in other birds. But of all the fpeaking birds, the parrots hold

the firfl place ; of which they reckon, in Mexico, four principal

(e) I have heard it faid, that the Gorriones with red heads are the males j and thofe with

yellow heads, the females,

j fpecies,



HISTORY OF MEXICO. 55

Ipecles, namely, the Huacamaya, the Toznenetl, the Cochotl, and book r,

the Quiltototl (f).

The Huacamaya, the largefl of all the parrots, is more valuable

for its beautiful feathers than for its fpeaking. It articulates words

indistinctly, and its voice is harm and difagreeable.. The Toznenetl,

which is the beft of them all, is about the fize of a pigeon ; its

feathers are of a green colour, except upon the head, and fore-part

of the wings, which in fome of them are red,, and. in others yellow.

It learns any words or tune, and imitates them faithfully. It natu-

rally imitates the laugh of a man, or other ridiculous found, the cries

of children,, and the various noifes of different animals. There

are three fpecies of the Cochotl differing from each other in fize'

and plumage, which in them all is beautiful; and. the prevailing

colour is green. The larger! of the Cochotls is nearly as large as the

Toznenetl : the two other fpecies, called by the Spaniards, Caterine,

are fmaller. They all learn to talk, though not fo perfectly as the

Toznenetl. The Quiltototl, is the fmallefl kind of parrot, and the

leaft valuable for fpeaking.- Thefe fmall parrots whofe plumage is

©f the moft beautiful green, fly always in large flocks, Sometimes-

making a great noife in the air ; and at other times committing havoc

among the grain. When perched upon the trees they can hardly

fee diftinguifhed, by their colour from the leaves. All the other

parrots go generally in pairs, a male and female..

The Madrugadorcs fgj, which we mail call the Awakeners, or

Twilight birds, and which are called by the Mexicans Tzacua,,

although they are not fo remarkable for beauty or fong, deferve par-

ticular notice for fome other qualities. Thefe birds are the laft:

among the day birds to go to rooft at night, and the firft to leave

it in the morning, and to announce the return of the fun.. They

never ceafe to fing and frolic, till an hour after fun-fet ; begin again

long before the dawn, and never feem fo happy as during the morning,

( f) The Toznenetl and Cochotl, are called by the Mexican Spaniards, Pericos and Loros.-

The word Huacamaya. is from the Haitinian language which was fpoken in Hiipaniola. Loro,,

is from the Quichoan or Incan, and Toznenetl, Cochotl, and Quiltototl from the Mexican.

(g) Madrugador, in Span'.fh means early rifer ; but as there is no word in Italian that

anfvvers to it ; the Author has employed that of De/iatore or Awakener. He feems to think,,

kowever, that the name of JJccello crepufcolare. or Twilight bird, would be more applicable.

and
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BOOK I. and evening twilight. About an hour before the break of day, one

of them begins from the bough of a tree where he has paffed the

night along with many others of his fpecies, to call them, with a

mrill, clear note, which he continually repeats with a tone of glad-

nefs, till fome of his companions hear and anfwer him. When they

are all awake, they make a very chearful noife, which may be heard

at a great diflance. In the journies I have made through the king-

dom of Michuacan,- where they abound, they were of fome ufe to

me, as they always roufed me in time, to allow me to fet out by the

break of day. Thefe birds are about as large as fparrows.

The Tzacua, a bird which refembles the above mentioned Calandra

in fize, in colour, and in the. form of its nefl is frill more furpriiing.

Thefe birds live in fociety ; and every tree is to them a village, com-

pofed of a great number of nefts, all hanging from the boughs.

One of them which does the office of the head or the guard of the

village, refides in the middle of the tree ; from which it flies about

from one nefl to another, vifiting them all, and after finging a little

while, returns to its place ; while the fefl remain perfectly filent. If

any bird of a different fpecies approaches the tree, he flies to it, and

endeavours, with his bill and wings, to drive it off; but if a man, or

any other large animal comes near, he flies fcreaming to another tree,

and if at that time any Tzacuas belonging to the fame village happen

to be returning from the fields, he meets them, and changing his

note, obliges them to retire again : as foon as he perceives the danger

over, he returns happy to his wonted round of vifiting the nefts.

Thefe obfervations upon the Tzacua, made by a man of penetration,

learning, and veracity (Z>), mould make us expect to find fome things

ftill more extraordinary in thefe birds, if the obfervations were re-

peated ; but we muft now leave thefe pleafant objedts, and turn our

eyes upon fome that are of the moil difagreeable kind.

The reptiles of Mexico may be reduced to two orders or claries j

namely, the four-footed, and the apodes or thofe without feet (/). In

Sect. XII,
Reptiles of

M-5XJCO.

(b) The Abbe D. Giufeppe Rafaelle Campoi.

(i) I am perfectly aware of the variety of opinions entertained by different authors, with

refpe6t to the animals which ought to be claffed among the reptiles : but as 1 do not under-

iake to give an exaft arrangement, but merely to prefent them in fome order to the reader,

I take the term of Reptile, in the fame fenfe in which it was commonly underftood of old,

the
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the firil clafs are crocodiles, lizards, frogs and toads : in the fecond

all kinds of ferpents.

The Mexican crocodiles refemble the African in fize, form, vora-

city, way of living, and in all the other peculiarities of their charac-

ter. They abound in many of the lakes and rivers in the hot coun-

tries, and deftroy men and other animals. It would be altogether

fuperfluous to give any defcription of thefe terrible animals, when fo

much has been written about them in other books.

Amonp- the greater lizards we reckon the Acaltetepon, and the

Iguana. The AcaUetapon, known to the Spaniards by the very im-

proper name of Scorpions, are two lizards which refemble each other

in colour and in form, but very different in their fize and tails. The

fmallefl is about fifteen inches, with a long tail, fhort legs, a red,

broad, cloven tongue, a grey rough fkin covered with white warts

like pearls, a fluggifh pace, and a fierce afpedt. From the mufcles

of the hind-legs to the extremity of the tail, its fkin is croffed with

yellow lines in the form of rings. The bite of this animal is pain-

ful, but not mortal as fome have imagined. It is peculiar to the

warmer climates. The other lizard is an inhabitant of the Tame cli-

mate, but twice as large, being, according to the report of fome who
have- feen it, about two feet and a half long, and more than a foot

thick round the back and belly. It has a fhort tail, with a thick

head and legs. This lizard is the fcourge of rabbits.

The Iguana is a harmlefs lizard, fufficiently known in Europe from

the accounts of American hiftorians. They abound in the warm
countries, and are of two kinds, the one a land animal, and the other

amphibious. Some of them have been found as long as three feet.

They run with great fpeed, and are very nimble in climbing trees.

Their eggs and flefh are eatable, and praifed by fome authors, but their

flefh is hurtful to thofe labouring under the French difeafe.

Of the fmaller lizards there are a great many fpecies, differing in

fize, colour, and other circumflances j of which fome are poifonous,

and others harmlefs. Among the latter the firfl place is due to the

cameleon, called by the Mexicans QuatapalcatL This refembles the

common cameleon almoft in every refpeci, but differs in having no

crefl, and in having large, round, open ears. Among the other lizards

Vol... L I of
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of the harmlefs kind, there is none worth notice but the cTapayaxlrt

(kj, which is remarkable for its iliape and fome other peculiarities.

It is perfectly round, cartilaginous, and feels very cold to the touch :

the diameter of its body is fix inches. Its head is very hard, and fpot-

ted with various colours. It is fo lazy and fluggiih, that it does not

move even although it is fhaken. When its head is ftruck, or its

eyes preffed, it darts out from them, to about two or three paces dis-

tance, a few drops of blood , but is in every thing elfe an inoffenfive

animal, and feems to take pleafure in being handled. It would feem

as if, being of fo cold a conititution, it received fome comfort from

the heat of the hand.

Among the poifonous lizards, the worfl feems to be that one which,

from its being uncommon, got the name of Tetzaubqui with the

Mexicans. It is very fmall, of a grey colour, which is of a yellowifri

hue upon the body, and blueifh upon the tail. There are fome others

reckoned venomous, and known by the Spaniards by the name of Sa-

lamanqnefas, or that of Scorpions (for this name is applied to many

reptiles by the vulgar) : but I am certain, from many obfervations, that

thofe lizards are either entirely void of poifon, or at leaft, if they have

any, it is not fo active as is generally imagined. We may make the

fame remark with refpect to toads, as we- have never fccn. or heard of

any bad effects occafioned by their venom, although in many warm
and humid places the earth is entirely covered with them. In thofe

places there are fome toads of eight inches diameter.

In the lake of Chalco there are three very numerous fpecies of frogs,

of three very different fizes and colours,, and very common at the ta-

bles in the capital. Thofe of Huaxteca are excellent, and will fome-

times weigh a Spanifh pound : but I never faw or heard in that coun-

try the tree frogs, which are fo common in Italy and other parts of

Europe.

The ferpents are of much greater variety than the reptiles already

mentioned, there being many of different fizes and colours, fome poi-

fonous and others innocent.

The moil considerable in point of fize feems to have been one called

Canauhcoatl by the Mexicans. It was about three Parifian perches

(&) See this lizard in our plate.

long,
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long, and of the thicknefs of a middle fized man. One of the 77*7-

coas, or black ferpents, which Hernandez faw in the mountains of

Tepoztlan, was not quite fo large ;
which, although it was not equal

in thicknefs, yet was ten Spanifh cubits, or more than fixteen Parifian

feet long. Such monftrous ferpents are feldom to be found now adays,

unlefs in fome folitary wood, at a diftance from the capital.

The moil remarkable of the poifonous ferpents are the AhueyaBU,

the Cuicuilcoatl, the Teixminani, the Cencoatl, and the Teotlacozauhqui.

The Teotlacozaubqui, of which there are feveral fpecies, is the fa-

mous rattle-fnake. Its colour and fize are various, but it is commonly

three or four feet long. The rattle may be confidered as an appendix

to the vertebra, and confifls of rings of a horny fubftance, moveable,

and connected with each other by means of articulations or joints, every

one being compofed of three fmall bones (I). The rattle founds

whenever the fnakes moves, and particularly when he is in motion to

bite. This fnake moves with great rapidity, and upon that account

it likewife obtained among the Mexicans the name of Ehecacoatl, or

aerial ferpent. Its bite is attended with certain death, unlefs remedies

are fpeedily applied, among which the moft effectual is thought to be

the holding of the wounded part fome time in the earth. It bites

with two teeth placed in the upper jaw, which as in the viper and

other fpecies of ferpents, are moveable, hollow, and pierced at the ex-

tremity. The poifon, which is a yellowifh cryftallizable liquor, is

contained in fome glands which lie over the roots of thoie two teeth.

Thefe glands being compreffed in the action of biting, dart through

the hollow of the teeth the fatal liquid, and pour it by the apertures

into the wound and the mafs of blood. We mould, have been glad to.

communicate to the public feveral other obfervalions which we have

made upon this fubject, if the nature of this hiftory mould have per-

mitted it (m).

The AhueyaBli is not very different from the fnake jufl defcribed,

except in having no rattle. This fnake, as we are told by Hernandez,

(l) Hernandez fays, that a new ring is added every year, and that the number of the rings

correfpond with the years of the fnake's age : but we do not know whether this is founded

upon his own obfervations or the reports of others.

(/«) Father Jnamma, a jefuit miffionary of California, has made many experiments upon

fnakes, which ier.ve to confirm thole made by Mead upon vipers.

I 2 com-
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?

£2v£j
communicates that kind of poifon called by the ancients Hemorrhoos,
which occafions the blood to burft from the mouth, nofe, and eyes
of the perfon who has received it. There are certain antidotes, how-
ever, which prevent thefe virulent efFecls.

. The Cidcuilcoath fo named from the variety of its colours, is not
quite eight inches long, and of the thicknefs of the little finger ; but
its poifon is as adtive as that of the Teotlacozauhqui.

The Teixinhjani is that kind of ferpent which Pliny calls Jaculum.
It is of a long {lender form, with a grey-coloured back and a purple
belly. It moves always in a ftraight line, and never coils, but fprings

from the trees upon panengers, and has thence derived its name (n).
Thefe fnakes are to be found in the mountains of Quauhnahuac, and
in other hot countries ; but I never knew any inftance of fuch a tbing
happening to any traveller, although I lived fo many years in that

kingdom • and I can fay the fame thing of the terrible efFecls afcribed

to the Ahueyactli.

The Cencoatl foj, which is alfo a poifonous fnake, is about five feet

long, and eight inches round at the thickeft. part. The mod remark-
able quality of this fnake is its mining in the dark. Thus does the

provident Author of nature, by various impreflions on our fenfes, at

one time upon our ears by the noife of a rattle, at another time upon
our eyes by the impreffions of light, awake our attention to guard
againffc approaching danger.

Among the harmlefs fnakes, of which there are feveral kinds, we
cannot pafs over the Tzicatlinan, and the Maquizcoatl. The Tzicat-

linan is very beautiful, about a foot in length, and of the thicknefs

of the little finger. It lives always in ant-hills • and it takes fo much
pleafure in being among ants, that it will accompany thefe infecls

upon their expeditions, and return with them to their ufual nefL
The Mexican name TzicatBzan, fignifies mother of antsr and that is the

name given it by the Spaniards ; but I fufpecl that all the attachment
which this little fnake lhews to ant-hills, proceeds only from its liv-

ing upon the ants themfelves.

(n) 1 he Mexicans give this fnake the name alfo of Micoatl ; the Spaniards that of Sartffla,

both fignifying the fame thing with the Jaculum of the Latins.

(o) There are fome other fpecies of fnakes which having the fame colours with the Cencoatl^

go by the fame name, but they are all of a harmlefs nature.

The
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The Maqiiizcoatlis about the fame fize but of a mining filveryhue. BOOK r»

The tail is thicker than the head, and this fnake can move progref-

fively with either extremity at pleafure. It is called by the Greeks

Amphifbeczna {p)i it is a very rare fpecies, and has never been feen as far

as I know, in any other place than the valley of Toluca,

Of all the variety of fnakes which are found in the unfrequented-

woods of that kingdom, I believe that no viviparous fpecies has been

difcovered, except the acoatl or water-fnake, which too is only fup-

pofed, but not certainly known, to be viviparous. That fnake is

about twenty inches long and one thick : its teeth are exceeding fmall,

the upper part of the head is black, the fides of it are blue, and the

under part yellow. The back is ftriped with blue and black, the belly

is entirely blue.

The ancient Mexicans who took delight in rearing all kinds of ani-

mals, and who by long familiarity loft that horror which fuch ani-

mals naturally infpire, ufed to catch in the fields a little green harm-

lefs fnake, which being brought up at home,, and well fed, would

fometimes grow to the fize of a man. It was generally kept in a tub,,

which it never left but to receive its food from its mailer's hand y

which it would take,, either mounted upon, his moulder or coiled about

his legs.

If from the land we now turn our eyes to the- rivers, lakes, and

feas of Anahuac, we mail find in them a much greater variety of crea-

. tures. Even the known fpecies of their filrr are innumerable ; for of

thofe only which ferve for the nourimment of man, I have counted

upwards of a hundred fpecies, without reckoning the turtle, crab,,

lobfter, or any other teftaceous or cruftaceous animal. Of the fifh,.

fome are common to both the feas ; fome are peculiar to the Mexican

gulf alone, others to the Pacific Ocean ; and fome are to be found

only in the lakes and rivers.

The fifh common to both the feas are whales, dolphins, fword-fiih, Sect#Xiit*

faw-fifli, tiburones, manatis, mantas, porpoifes, bonitas, cod, mullets, The fifli of
1 x - the leas, n-

{f>)
Pliny, in lib. viii. cap. 23, gives the Amphijbeana two heads ; but the Greek name vers, and

means nothing more than the double motion. The two-headed ferpent of Pliny has been feen lakes of A-

in Europe,, and fome have afferted that it is to be met with in Mexico, but I do not know that nahuac-

that any one has feen it. If it has been found in that country, it cannot be confidered as a

natural fpecies, but rather as a monfler, like the two-headed eagle found a few years fince in

Oaaca, and fent to the Catholic king.

j thornbacks,



6z HISTORY'OF MEXICO.
BOOK r. thornbacks, barbels, flying-fifh, mad, lobfters, foles, and a great ma-

ny others, together with feveral fpecies of tortoifes, polypus, crabs,

fpunges, &c.

The Mexican gulf, befides thofe already mentioned, affords bur-

geons, pike, congers, turbot, lampreys, cuttle-fim, anchovies, carp,

eels, nautilufes, &c.

In the Pacific Ocean, belides thofe common to the two feas, there

arefalmons, tunnies, fea fcorpions, herrings, and others.

In the lakes and rivers, are three or four kinds of white fiih, carp,

mullet, trout, barbels, eels, and many others.

As the particular defcription of thefe fiih would be foreign to the ob-

ject of our hiflory, and of little ufe to the European reader, we mall

only take notice of a few of the more remarkable circumftances with

refpect to them.

The Tiburon belongs to that clafs of fea-animals called by the an-

cients Caniculce. Its great voracity, its fize, ftrength, and fwiftnefs,

are well known. It has two, three, and fometimes more rows of

fharp ftrong teeth, and fwallows whatever is thrown to it whether

eatable or not. A whole fheep's {kin, and even a large butcher's

knife, has been found in its belly. This fiih frequently accompanies

vefTels, and by Oviedo's account there have been Tiburones, which have

kept up with a vefiel in full fail with a fair wind, for five hundred

miles, and often fwimming round the fhip to catch any filth that was

thrown from it.

The Manati or Lamentin, as it is called by fome, is a larger fifh

than the Tiburon, and of a very different difpofition. Oviedo fays,

that Manatis have been catched of fuch a lize as to require a cart, with

two pair of oxen to draw them. It is like the cTibur&n viviparous, but

the female brings only one young one at a time, which, however, is

of a great fize frj. The flem of this animal is delicate, and fomething

like

(?) B.uffon agrees with Hernandez in faying that the Mana.i brings but one young one

at a time ; but other perfons affirm that (he brings two. Perhaps the fame thing takes place

with the Manati as with the human fpecies ; which is commonly to have only one, but fome-

times to have two or more. Hernandez defcribes the copulation of thefe animals in thefe

words ; Hutnano more coit,famino,fnpina fere tota in littore procumbente, et celcritate quadam fu-
pfi'rvemente marc. We do not with fome modern naturalifts rank the Manati among quadru-

peds,
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like veal. Some authors place the Manati in the clafs of amphibious

animals, but improperly, as it is never upon land ; but only raifes its

head, and a part of its body, out of the water, to broufe upon the

herbage which grows along the banks of the rivers fsj.

The Mania is that flat fifh mentioned by Ulloa and others, which

is fo hurtful to the pearl-fimers, and which I have no doubt is the

fame with that which Pliny has defcribed, -though -he feems not to

have been very well acquainted with it, under the name of Nubes or

Nebula ft). It is not improbable, that this fifh has made its way

into thefe feas from thofe of the old world in the fame manner as fome

others appear to have done. The ftrength of this fifh is fo great that

it will not only ftrangle a man whom it embraces or winds itfelf about,

but it has even been feen to take the cable of an anchor and move it

from the place where it had been caft. It has been called Manta,

becaufe when it lies ftretched upon the fea, as it frequently does, it

feems like a fleece of wool floating upon the water.

The fword-fifh of thefe feas is quite different from that of Green-

land. The fword is larger, and in its figure more nearly refembling

a real fword ; and is not placed in the fame manner with that of the

Greenland fifh upon the hinder part, but upon the fore part of the

peds, although it is viviparous ; becaufe every one by the name of quadruped underfiands an

animal with four feet, but the Manati has only two, and thefe imperfe&ly formed.

(s) Mr de la Condamine confirms our obfervation with lefpect to the Manati's living

conllantly' in water, and the fame thing had been faid two centuries before by two eye-wit-

nefles Oviedo and Hernandez. It is true, that Hernandez docs feem to iay the contrary;

but this is owing merely to a typographical error, which is obvious to every reader. I fliould

mention likewife, that the Manati, although properly a fea-animal, is frequently to be

found in rivers.

(t) Ipfiferunt (Urinatores) et nulem quandam crajfefcerefuper capita, planorum pijcium Jimilem,

trementem 'cos, arcentemque a reciprocando et oh idjiilos praacutos lineis annexos halere fefe ; quia

injiperfojpe Ita, non recedaut, ealiglnis ct pavoris, ut arlltror, open: 'Nulem enim five nelulam-

(cuius nomine id malum appellant) inter animalia baud ullam reperit qulfquam, Plin. Hiftor. Nat..

lib. ix. cap. 46. The account given of this cloud by thofe divers is much the lame with that

which' the divers in the American feas give of themanta, and the name of the cloud is per-

feflly applicable to it, as It really feems to be a cloud to thofe who are in the water below it j

our fwimmers lilcewife carry long knives, or fliarp flicks, for the purpofe of dirperfing this

animal. This obfervation which has efcaped all the interpreters of Pliny, was made by my

countryman and friend the Abbe D. Jof. Raf. Campoi, a man not lefs diftinguiihed by his

-manners and integrity, than by his eloquence and erudition, particularly in the Latin lan-

guage, in Hiftory, in Criticifm, and in Geography. His death upon the 29th of December,

1777, prevented his finilhing feveral very ufeful works which he had begun,'

bodya .



HISTORY OF MEXICO.
body, like the faw-nfh. It moves this fword at pleafure, with great

force, and employs it as an offenfive weapon.

Of the two ipecies of favM&& to be found in thofe feas, the one is

that common one known to Pliny, and defcribed by fo many natu-
ralifts. The other, which is about a foot in length, has a row of
teeth or prickles like a faw, upon its back, which has obtained it the
name of Tlateconi, from the Mexicans, and from the Spaniards that

of Sierra.

The Roballo is one of the mod numerous ipecies, and affords the
moll delicate food, efpecially the kind peculiar to rivers. Hernandez
took this fifli to be the fame with the Lupus of the ancients, and
Campoi imagined it to be the Afellus Minor but this mufl have been
altogether conjedture, for the defcriptions of thofe £m left us 'by the
ancients are fo imperfed:, that it is impomble to afcertain their iden-
tity.

The Gobbo (called by the Spaniards Corcoboda), was fo called from
a rifing or prominence reaching from the neck to the mouth, which
latter part is exceedingly fmall. The Sfirena had likewife the name of
Picuda (which we might tranflate long-fnout), from the lower jaw
being longer than the upper.

The Rofpo is a very difagreeable fifli to look at ; of a perfectly round
lhape, three or four inches in diameter, and without fcales. It af-

fords a pleafant wholefome food.

Among the eels there is one called Huitzitzilmichin by the Mexi-
cans, which is about three feet long and very fielder. Its body is

covered with a fort of fmall plates, inftead of fcales. The fnout is

about eight inches in length, with the upper jaw longer than the
lower, in which it differs from all other eels, which this fpecies

likewife furpaffes, as well in the delicacy of its flefli as in the fize of
its body.

The Bob©, is a very fine fifli, about two feet long, and four or
fix inches broad at the broadeft part ; and is in high efteem as an
excellent food. The river Barbel, known by the name of Bao-re,

is of the fame fize with the Bobo, and of exquifite flavour, but
unwholefome till it is cleanfed with lemon juice, or fome other acid„

from a certain kind of froth or vifcid liquor which adheres to it.

The
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The Bobos, I believe are got only in the rivers which fall into the ^^^
Mexican gulf, and the Barbels in thofe which difcharge themfelves

into lakes, or into the Pacific Ocean. The flefli of thefe two kinds,

although very delicate, does not equal that of the Pampano, and the

Colombella, which are defervedly efteemed fuperior to all others.

The Curvina is about a foot and a half long, of a (lender, round

fhape, and of a blackifh purple colour. In the head of this fifh are

found, two firiall, white ftones like alabafter, each an inch and a half

long, and about four lines broad, of which three grains taken in water,

are thought to be ufeful in a ftoppage of urine.

The Botetto is a fmall fifh, not more than eight inches in length,

but exceffively thick. This nib, while it lies alive upon the beach,

immediately fwells, whenever it is touched, to an enormous fize ; and

boys often take pleafure in making it burft with a kick. The liver is

fo poifonous as to kill with ftrong convulfions in half an hour after it

is eaten.

The Occhione fuj, is a flat, round fifh of eight or ten inches di-

ameter. The underpart of the body is perfectly flat, but the upper is

convex ; and in the center, which is the higheft part, it has a fingle

eye as large as that of an ox, and furnifhed with its neceffary eye-lids.

The eye remains open even after it is dead, which fometimcs creates a

degree of horror to a fpeclator (x).

The Iztacmicbin, or white fifh, has always been in great repute in

Mexico, and is now as common at the Spanifh tables as it ufed to

be anciently at thofe of the Mexicans. There are three or four fpe-

cies. The Amilotl, which is the largeft and the moil efteemed, ,.is

more than a foot in length, and has two fins upon the back, two

at the fides, and one under the belly. The Xalmichin feems to be

of the fame kind with the former, but not quite fo large. The

Jacapitzahuac, which is the fmalleft kind, is not more than eight

(u) This fifh, which is only found in California, either has no name, or we, at lead,

are not acquainted with it ; for which reafon we have given it one, we think, Sufficiently

applicable, namely, that of Occhione. - :

( v) Campoiwas perfuadtd that the Occhione is the Uratufcipdi, or Calhonymos ot r/iiny
:
but

Pliny has not left any description of that fifh. The name of Uranofcopo^ which was the- only

foundation of Campoi's opinion, is equally applicable to all thofe fifh which, having eyes

upon the head, look upwards to the fey, fuch as dates', and other fiat fifh.

Vol. I. K inches
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inches long, and one inch and a half broad. All thefe kinds have
fcales, are a very delicate and wholefome food, and are to be found
in great plenty in the lakes of Chalco, Pazcuaro, and Chapalla. The
fourth kind is the Xalmichin of Quauhnahuac, which has no fcales,

but is covered with a tender white fkin.

The Axolotl or Axolote (_y), is a great water-lizard of the Mexican-
lake. Its figure and appearance are ridiculous and difagreeable. It

is commonly about eight inches long, but is fometimes to be found
of twice that length. The fkin is foft and black, the head and tail

long, the mouth large, and the tongue broad, thin, and cartila-

ginous. The body gradually diminiflies in fize, from the middle to

the extremity of the tail. It fwims with its four feet which refera-

ble thofe of a frog. But the moil remarkable cireumftance with
refpecl to this animal, which has been eftablifhed by many obferva-

tions, and confirmed by the opinion of Hernandez, is the uterus, and
a periodical evacuation of blood to which it is fubject ; in both which
it is faid to referable the human fpecies (%). The Axolotl is whole-
fome to eat, and is of much the fame tafte with an eel. It is thought
to be particularly ufeful in cafes of consumption .-

There are many other kinds of fmall fifh, in the lake of Mexico,
but they fcarcely deferve our notice.

As to fhells, they are found in prodigious numbers, and of great

variety j and fome of them of extraordinary beauty, efpecially thofe

of the Pacific Ocean. Pearls alio have been fimed, at different times

along all the coafts of that fea. The Mexicans got them upon the

coafts of Tototepec, and of the Cuitlatecans, where we now get the

tortoife-fhell. Among the Sea-ftars is one which has five rays, and

(y) Mr. Bomare could not light upon the name of this fifh. He calls it- Azalotl, Axolotl
Azoloti,- and Axolotl ; and fays that the Spaniards call it Juguete del' agua : yet the Mexicans
call it Axolotl, and the Spaniards give it no other name but the Axolote.

(z) Bomare has fome hefitation in believing what is faid of the Axolote ; but while we
may reft fecure upon the teftimony of thoTe perfons, \vho have had thefe animals 'actually
under their own inflection, we need not pay much regard to the doubts of a Frenchman,
who, however verfed in Natural Hiftory, never faw the Axolotis, and is even ignorant of
their name : more efpecially, when we reflect that the periodical evacuation of blood is not
confined to women alone, but has been obferved, likewife, in apes ; for, as Mr. Bomare fays,

Les femelles desjlnges ontpour la plnpart da menjlrues comme ksfemmes,

one
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Sect. XIV.
The Infers

of Mexjae.

one eye in each. Of Spunges, and Lithophyts, there are many rare BOOK^

and Angular fpecies. Hernandez gives us a print of a fpunge, fent

to him from the Pacific Ocean, which was of the fliape of a man's

hand, but with ten or more fingers ; of a clay colour, with black

points and red ftreaks, and was harder than the common fpunges.

Defending, at lengih, to the fmaller creatures, in which the

power and wifdom of the Creator efpecially appear; we mail divide

the innumerable multitude of Mexican infefts into three clafles, the

flying, the terreftrial, and the aquatic; although there are land and

water'infefts which afterwards become flying infecls, and might be

confldered as belonging to different claffes, at different times.

Among the flying infeds are, beetles, bees, wafps, flies, gnats, but-

terflies, and grafshoppers. The beetles are of feveral kinds, and moftly

harmlefs. Some of them are of a green colour, and called by the

Mexicans, Majatl ; which, by the great noife they make in flying, af-

ford amufement to children. There are others black, of a difagreeable

fmell and irregular form, which are called Finacatl

The Cucujo or mining beetle, which beft deferves our notice, has

been mentioned by many authors, but not hitherto, as far as I know,

defcribed by any one. It is more than an inch in length ;
and, like

other flying beetles, is fumimed with double wings. Upon the

head, is a fmall, moveable horn, which is of great ufe to it; for if

at any time it happens to be turned over and laid upon its back, it is

by means of this horn, by thralling and preffing it into a mem-

brane fomewhat like a bag, which it has upon the belly, that this

infect recovers its natural pofition. Near the eyes are two fmall

membranes, and upon the belly one fomewhat larger, of a thin,

tranfparent fubftance, which are full of luminous matter, affording

a light ftrong enough to read by, and to mew the way to thofe

Who- travel at night. It fhews moft light when it flies
;
but none

at all while it Seeps, as it is then covered with the other opaque

membranes. The luminous matter is a white, mealy, vifcid" fub-

ftance, which preferves its luminous quality after it has been taken

from the body of the Cucujo, and one may draw mining -characters

with it, upon a hat. There are great numbers of thefe flying

.phofphori upon the fea-coafts, and which form upon the neign-
~

K 2 bounng
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BOOKI. bouring hills, at night, a very beautiful and brilliant fpe&acle. The

boys eafily catch them by waving a light in the evening, and the

beetles, drawn by the light, come into their hands. Some authors

have confounded this- wonderful infect with the glow-worm, but the

latter is much fmaller, and much lefs luminous ; is pretty frequent

in Europe, and perfectly common in Mexico.

The appearance of the mining beetle is not more pleafing than

that of the Temolin is difagreeable. This is a large beetle of a

reddifli chefnut colour, with fix hairy feet, and four toes upon
each. There are two fpecies of the Temolin : the one having one

horn, in the forepart of the head ; and the other, two.

There are, at leaft, fix different kinds of bees. The firft is the

fame with the common bee of Europe, with which it agrees, not

only in fize, fhape, and colour, but alfo in its difpofition and man-
ners, and in the qualities of its honey and wax. The fecond fpecies,

which differs from the firft only in having no fting, is the bee of

Yucatan and Chiapa, which makes the fine, clear honey of EJia-

bentiin, of an aromatic flavour, fuperior to that of all the other kinds

of honey with which we are acquainted. The honey is taken from

them fix times a year, that is, once in every other month; but the

beft is that which is got in November, being made from a fragrant

white flower like Jeflamine, which blows in September, called in that

country EJiabentun, from which the honey has derived its name {%).

The third fpecies refembles in its form, the winged ants, but is

fmaller than the common bee, and without a fting. This infect^

which is peculiar to warm and temperate climates, forms nefts, in

iize and fhape refembling fugar-loaves, and even fometimes greatly

exceeding thefe in lize, which are fufpended from rocks, or from

trees, and particularly from the oak. The populoufnefs of thefe

hives are much greater than of thofe of the common bee. The
nymphs of this bee, which are eatable, are white and round, like a

pearl. The honey is of a greyifh colour, but of a fine flavour. The
fourth fpecies is a yellow bee, fmaller than the common one, but,,

(z) The honey of Eftabentun, is in high eftimation with the Englifh and French, who touch

at the ports of Yucatan ; and I have known the French of Guarico buy it fometimes for the

purpofe of fending it as a prefent to the king.

like
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like it, furnifhed with a fling. Its honey is not equal to thofe ^^
already mentioned. The fifth, is a fmall bee without a fling, which

conflrufts hives of an orbicular form, in fubterraneous cavities j and

the honey is four, and fomewhat bitter. The TlalpipiolH, which is

the iixth'fpecies, is black and yellow, of the fize of the common

bee, but has no fling.

Of wafps there are at leafl four kinds. The Quetzalmiabuatl is the

common wafp of Europe. The Tetlatoca or wandering wafp, is io

called from its frequent change of habitation '; and is always found

employed in collecting materials to build it. This wafp has a fling,

but makes no honey or wax. The Xicotli or Xicote, is a thick,

black wafp, with a yellow belly ; which makes a very fweet honey,

in holes made by it in walls. It is provided with a flrong fling,

which gives a very painful wound. The Cuicalmiabuatl, has likewife

a fling ; but whether it makes honey or not, we do not know.

The guauhxicotli, is a black hornet, with a red tail, whofe fling

is fo large and flrong, as not only to go through a fugar cane, but

even to pierce into the trunk of a tree.

Among the flies, befides the common fly which is neither fo trou-

blefome, nor in fuch numbers as in Italy during furrimer (*), there

are feme luminous as the glow-worm. The Axayacatl is a marfh-

fly, of the Mexican lake, the eggs of which being depofited in ini-

menfe quantities, upon the rufhes and corn-flags of the lake, form

large manes, which are taken up by fiihermen and carried to market

for fale. This caviare called Ahuauhtli, which has much the fame

tafle with the caviare of fifh, ufed to be eat by the Mexicans, and

is now a common dim among the Spaniards. The Mexicans eat

not only the eggs, but the flies themfelves made up together into a

mafs, and prepared with faltpetre.

Gnats, which are fo common in Europe, and efpecially in Italy,

abound in the maritime parts of Mexico, and in all places where heat 5

(a) The fame obfervation has been made before by Oviedo
;
« In the iflands," faid he,

« and in terra firms, there are very few flies ; and in comparifon of then- numbers in Europe,

« one might almoft fay there are none." Nat. Hilt. Ind. cap. 81. In Mexico, certainly there

are not io few as Oviedo fays, but, generally fpeaking, they aie neither fo numerous nor fo

troublefome as in Europe, _. ..

flandin^
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ftanding water, and fhrubs, encourage their propagation. They are

in immenfe numbers in the lake of Chalco j but the capital, although

near to that lake, is entirely free of that nuifance.

In the hot countries there is likewife a kind of fmall flies, which

make no buz in flying, but raife a violent itching by their puncture,

and an open wound is very ready to be made, if the part is fcratced.

In thofe hot countries alfo, but particularly in thofe next the fea,

Cucarachas are found in great numbers. This is a large winged, fil-

thy, pernicious infect, which fpoils all eatables, particularly any thing

fvveet ; but in fame other refpects is of great ufe in clearing houfes of

bugs. It has been remarked, that the mips which come from Europe

full of bugs, return from New Spain quite freed of thefe {linking in-

fects, by means of the Cucarachas {U) .

The Butterflies of Mexico, are much more numerous, and of greater

variety, than in Europe. It is impoffible to give any idea of their va-

riety and beauty, and the nnefl pencil is unable to imitate the exqui-

fite colouring and defign, which the Author of Nature has difplayed

in the embelliihment of their wings. Many refpecfable Authors have

celebrated them in their writings ; and Hernandez has made fome be

drawn, in order to give Europeans an idea of their beauty.

But the butterflies although numerous, are not to be compared

in that refpect, with the locufts, which, fometimes darkening the air

like thick clouds, fall upon the fea coails, and lay wafle all the ve-

getation of the country ; as I have myfelf witneffed, in the year 1738,

or 1739? upon the coafts of Xicayan. From this caufe a great famine

was lately occafioned in the Peninfula of Yucatan : but no country

has been vifited by this dreadful fcourge lb often as the wretched

California (c). Among the land-infects, befides the common ones,

about which nothing occurs to me worthy to be mentioned, there

{&) This infect is likewife an enemy of the ftudious, preying upon the ink, in the night-

time, unlcfs it is carefully covered up. The Spaniards call it" Cucaracha, others call it

JCaforlaques, and others Bcrmcjlts-, &c.

(c) In the hiflory of California, which will be ptiblifhed in a few months, will be found

a great many obfervations with refpect to locufts, made by the Abbe D. Mich, del Barco,

who lived upwards of thirty years in that country, a country not more famous than nnde-

ferving of the fame it has acquired,

1 are



' HISTOR
are worms of feveral kinds, fcolopendrae, fcorpions, fpiders

nigua chegoes or jiggers, and the cochineal.

Of the worms, fome are ufeful, and others pernicious -, fome ferved

as food to the ancient Mexicans, and others in the way of medicine,

as the Axin and the Poltin, which we mail fpeak of in another place .-

The Tkocuilin or burning worm, has the fame qualities with the Can-

tharides : its head is red, the breafl green, and the reft of the body

is of a tawny-colour. The Temahuani, is a worm covered with

yellow, venemous prickles. The Temi&li refembles the filk-worm,

both in its operations and its metamorphofes. The fik-worm was-

brought from Europe, and was propagated with fuccefs. Great

plenty of good iilk was made, efpecially in Mizteca (d)>. where it be-

came a great article of trade; but the Miztecans being afterwards,,

from political caufes, forced to abandon it, the rearing of the worms

was likewife neglected ; and at this- time very few are employed in

that bufinefs. Befides that common filk, there is another excellent

kind, very white, foft, and flrong, which is often to be found upon

trees, in feveral woods upon the fea coafts, particularly in thofe years-

when there is little rain. But, unlefs by fome poor people, this

filk is not turned to anyufe, partly from inattention, to their interefts,

but chiefly from the obftructions which would be certainly thrown.

in the way of any one who mould attempt a trade of that kind.

We know from Cortes'S' letters to Charles Vth, that filk ufed to be

fold in the markets of Mexico ; and fome pictures are ftill preferved

done by the ancient Mexicans upon a paper made of filk.

The Scolopendras are fometimes feen in the temperate parts, but

more frequently in the warm, and moilt. Hernandez fays, that he

has feen fome of them of the length of two feet, and two inches

thick : but fuch monftrous infects can only have been feen in the

Wetteft and mofl uncultivated place >, for we who have been in a

great many places, through every variety of climate, never met with

any one of fuch extraordinary fize.

Scorpions are common throughout the whole kingdom, but in the

cold and temperate countries they are not numerous, nor very hurtful.

{d) Som-e places in Mizteca full preferve the name which they obtained formerly, upon ac^

•count of that trade ; as filk St* Francis, Jilk'Tepexe,

Thev
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•B OOK r. They abound in the hot parts, or where the air is very dry although

the heat is but moderate ; and their poifon is fo a&ive as to kill

children, and occafion terrible pain to adults. It has been remarked,

that the poifon of the fmall, yellowifh fcorpion is more powerful

than that of the large brown one, and that their fling is the moft

dangerous during thofe hours of the day when the fun gives moll

heat.

Among the great variety of fpiders, we cannot pafs over the Ta-

rantola and Cafampulga (J).
The name of Tarantola is given very

improperly, in that country, to a very large fpider, the back and legs

of which are covered with a fine, foft, blackifh down, like that

upon young chickens. This fpider is peculiar to the hot countries,

and is found in houfes as well as in the fields. It is fuppofed to be

poifonous, and it is generally believed that if a horfe tramples upon

one, he very foon loofes his hoof ; but I have never known a fingle

inflance of this happening, although I was for five years in a very

hot country where thofe fpiders were in great numbers. The Ca-

fampulga is a fmall fpider of the fize of a chick pea, with fhort

legs, and a red belly. This fpider is venemous, and common in the

diocefs of Chiapa, and elfewhere. It feems to anfwer to the defcrip-

tion of what is called the Ragno capullino in other countries, but

I do not know whether it is the fame.

The moll common ants of that country are of three kinds : firft,

the fmall black ants the fame with thofe of Europe ; next, the large

red ants called by the Spaniards bravas, or fierce, which give very

painful wounds with their flings : and laflly, the large brown ants,

called by the Spaniards harrieras, or carriers, becaufe they are conti-

nually employed in carrying grain for their provifion, and for that rea-

fon they are much more hurtful to the country than the common

ants. Thefe carrier ants have been fuffered by the careleffnefs of the

inhabitants in fome places to multiply to excefs ; and in the province

of Xicayan black lines are feen upon the earth for feveral miles, which

confift of nothing but of thofe ants going and coming.

(<•) I fufpetf: that the original name of this fpider has been Cazapulga or flea-killer,

corrupted in a manner common to the vulgar, into Cafampulga.

Befides
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Befides the three fpecies already mentioned, there is a Angular kind

of ant in Michuacan which, perhaps, is to be met with in other pro-

vinces. It is larger than the common ant, with a greyifh-coloured

body and a black head. Upon its hinder parts it carries a little bag,

full of a very fweet liquor, which the children are very fond of, and

imagine it is a honey made by the ant like that made by the bee, but

I rather take it to be eggs. Mr. de la Barrere, in his Natural Hiftory

of Equinoctial France, takes notice of fuch ants being found in Cay-

enne ; but thofe are winged ants, and ours are without wings.

The Nigua or Chegoe, called in other countries Pique, is an exceed-

ing fmall infect, not very unlike a flea, which, in fome hot countries is

bred in the dull. It fixes upon the feet, and breaking infenfibly the

cuticle, it nettles betwixt that and the true fkin, which alfo, unlefs it is

immediately taken out, it breaks, and pierces at laffc to the flem, multi-

plying with a rapidity almofl incredible. It is feldom difcovered un-

til it pierces the true fkin, when it caufes an intolerable itching.

Thefe infects with their aftonifhing multiplication would foon dif-

people thofe countries, were it lefs eafy to avoid them, or were the in-

habitants lefs dextrous in getting them out before they begin to fpread.

On the other hand, nature, in order to lefTen the evil, has not only de-

nied them wings, but even that conformation of the legs, and thofe

ftrong mufcles which he has given to the flea for leaping. The poor

however, who are in fome meafure doomed to live in the duft, and

to a habitual neglect of their perfons, fuffer thefe infers fometimes

to multiply fo far as to make large holes in their flefli, and even to oc-

cafion dangerous wounds.

What the Niguas or Chegoes do in houfes, is done in the fields

by the ticks, of which there are two fpecies or rather claffes. The

nrft are common in the new, as well as the old world, which fix in

the fkins of flieep, horfes, and other- quadrupeds, and get into their

ears, and fometimes into thofe of men.

The other abounds in the grafs of the hot countries, from which it

readily gets upon the cloaths, and from thefe to the fkin, upon which

it fixes with fuch force from the particular fhape of its feet, that it is

very difficult to detach it, and if it is not fpeedily removed makes a

wound like that made by the Nigua or Chegoe. At firft it feems

Vol. I. L nothing
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nothing more than a fmall black fpeck : but afterwards enlarges for

quickly, and to fuch a -degree from the blood which it fucks, that

in a very fhort time it becomes as large as a bean, and then takes the

colour of lead (J).
The celebrated cochineal of Mexico, fo well known and fo highly

efteemed over all the world, for the beauty of the colour which it af-

fords, is an infecl; peculiar to that country, and the moil ufeful of all

that the land of Anahuac produces. There particular pains have al-

ways been taken to rear it from the times of the Mexican kings (g) ;

but the country in which it thrives the beft is that of Mizteca, where

it is the principal branch of commerce of that place (b). In the

iixteenth century they ufed to rear it alfo in Tlafcaia, Huexotzinco,

and other places, and it was a confiderable article of trade ; but the

Indians (who have always been the perfons employed in that bufinefs),,

opprefTed by the avaricious tyranny of fome Spanifh governors, were

forced to abandon that employment which, of its own nature belides,

was always very troublefome and tedious. The cochineal at its utmoft

growth, in fize and figure refembles a bug. The female is ill pro-

portioned and iluggiih. The eyes, mouth, antenna?, and feet, are fo-

concealed among the wrinkles of its fkin, that they cannot be difco-

vered without the amftance of a microfcope : and it is owing to that

circumflance, that fome Europeans have been fo pofitive in. affirming it

to be a kind of feed and not an animal, in oppolition to the teflimony

of the Indians who reared it, and of Hernandez who examined it as a

(/) Oviedo fays, that the bell and fafefl method of feparating it fpeedily, is to anoint the

part with oil, and then to fcrape it with a knife.

(g) The hiftorian Herrera, in the Dec. IV. lib. viii. cap. 8. fays, that although the In-
dians had the cochineal, yet they knew nothing of its virtues till they were in-ftrufled by the

Spaniards. But what did the Spaniards teach them ? To rear the cochineal ? How were they
fitted to teach what they were ignorant of themfelves, while they took that to be a feed which
is in reality an infe£t. They taught the Indians perhaps, to life it as a dye ; but unlefs the

Indians ufed it as a dye, to what purpofe did they take fo much pains in rearing it ? Why were
Huaxyacac, Coyolopan, and feveral other places obliged to pay twenty bags of cochineal yearly

to the king of Mexico, as appears by the regifter of taxes ? Is it poffible to imagine, that a

people fo given to painting even as they were, and who were befides well acquainted with the

ufe of the Achiote, the indigo, and of a great many mineral earths and ftones, fhould be

ignorant of the ufe of the cochineal ?

(/j) Several authors have reckoned that more than 2,500 bags of cochineal are fent every

year from Mizteca to Spain. The trade in that article carried on by the city of Oaxaca, brings

in. 200,000 crowns a-year. Bomare fays, there is a kind of cochineal called Meftecan, becaufe

it is got in Meteque, in the province of Honduras : but this is a miltake, for it comes from

Mifleca, a province farther from Honduras than Rome is from Paris.

naturalift.



HISTORY OP MEXICO, 75

aaturalift. The males are not fo numerous, and one ferves for three

hundred females : they are likewife fmaller and thinner than the fe-

males, but more brifk and a&ive. Upon the heads of this infecl: are

two articulated antennae, in each articulation of which are four fmall

•briftles regularly difpofed. It has fix feet, each confifting of three

parts. From the hinder part of the body grow out two hairs, which

are two or three times as large as the whole infedt. The male has

two large wings, which are wanting in the female. Thefe wings ar@

Strengthened by two mufcles s
one external, extending along the cir-

cumference of the wing ; the other internal, which runs parallel to

the former. The internal colour of this infed is a deep red, but

•darker in the female ; and the external colour a pale red. In the wild

cochineal the internal colour is Hill darker, and the external whitiih

or afh-colourecL The cochineal is reared upon a fpecies of Nofal, or

Opuntia, or Indian fig, which grows to the height of about eight

feet, and bears a fruit like the figs of other Opuntias, but not eatable.

It feeds upon the leaves of that tree, by fucking the juice with a trunk

fituated in the thorax betwixt the two fore feet : there it paffes through

all the flages of its growth, and at length produces a numerous off-

spring. The manner of multiplying peculiar to thefe valuable infe&s,

the management of the Indians in rearing them, together with the

means employed to defend them from rain, which is fo hurtful tff

them, and from many enemies which perfecute them, mail be ex-

plained when we come to fpeak of the agriculture of the Mexi-

cans (i).

Among the water infe&s, the Atetepitz is a marfh beetle refembling

in fhape and fize the beetles that fly. It has four feet, and is covered

with a hard mell. The Atopinan is a marfh grafhopper, of a dark

colour, about fix inches long and two broad. The Ahuihuitla is a

worm of the Mexican lake, four inches long, and of the thicknefs

(0 D. Ant. Ulloa fays, that theM upon which the cochineal is reared, has no prickles j

4ut in Mifleca, where I was for five years, I always faw it upon prickly nopals. Mr. de

Ray rial imagines, that the colour of the cochineal is to be afcribed to the red
_

fig upon,

-which it lives ; but that author has been mifmformed ; for neither docs the cochineal feed

upon the fruit, but only upon the leaf, which is perfectly green ;
nor does that nopal bear red

%\xt white figs. It is true, it may be reared upon the fpectes with a red figi hwt that is not

s^he proper plant of thecochincal,

L 2 «f
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BOOK I. of a goofe-quillj of a tawny colour upon the upper part of the body,

and white upon the under part. It flings with its tail, which is hard

and poifonous. The Ocuiliztac is a black marfh-worm, which be-

comes white ©n being roafted. All thefe infe&s were eaten by the

ancient Mexicans.

Laftly, to omit other infects the very names of which would fill an

immenfe catalogue, I fhall conclude this account with a kind of zoo-

phytes, or animal plants, which I faw in the year 1751, in a houfe in

the country, about ten miles from Angelopoli, towards the fouth-eafh

Thefe were three or four inches long, and had four very flender feet,

and two antennae; but their body was nothing more than the fibres

of the leaves, of the fame fhape, fize, and colour with thofe of the

other leaves of the trees upon which thefe infects were found. Her-
nandez mentions them by the name of Quauhmecatl ; and Gemelli
defcribes another fomewhat fimilar which was found in the neighbour-
hood of Manila fkj.

The flight account we have already given of the natural hiftory of
Anahuac, may ferve to fhew the differences that take place in the hot,

the cold, and the temperate countries, of which that valt kingdom is

compofed. Nature in the hot countries is more profufey and in the
cold and temperate, more mild. In the former, the hills abound
more in minerals and fprings, the valleys are more delightful, and the
woods are thicker. There we meet with plants more ufeful for the-

fupport of life (I). Trees of larger growth, mare valuable woods,
more beautiful flowers, more delicious fruits, and more aromatic gums.
There too the animals are more numerous and of greater variety, and
the individuals of the different fpecies of greater beauty and fize ; the
birds have a finer plumage and a fweeter fong : but all thefe advan-

(k) I am aware that modern naturaMs feldom apply the name of -zoophytes, unlefs to cer-
tain marine bodies, which, with the appearance of vegetables, are really of the nature of ani-
mals

; but I give it to thofe terreftrial infeds, becaufe it feems with as much, if not more pro-
priety applicable to them than to the marine bodies. In my Natural Philofophy, I think I
have given a very probable explanation of the operation of nature in the production of fiich
infers.

(/) It is true, that generally neither corn grows there, nor many of the European fruits,

fuch as apples, peaches, pears, &c. yet what fignifies the want of a few of thofe vegetables,
^compared with the unfpeakable profufion and variety of plants ferving both for food and me-
dicine, which are to be found in thofe countries ?

tages
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tages are counterbalanced by equal inconveniencies ; for there the BOOK I;

beafts of prey are more terrible, the reptiles more poifonous, and the

infects more pernicious. The earth there never feels the effects of

winter, nor is the atmofphere fubjected to a hurtful viciffitude of fea-

fons. A perpetual fpring reigns upon the earth, and a perpetual fum-

mer in the air. The inhabitants are ufed to that exceflive heat, but

from the conftant fweating which it occafions, together with the ufe

of thofe exquifite fruits which the bountiful earth prefents to them in

fuch abundance, they are often affected with diforders unknown in

other climates. The cold countries are neither fo fruitful nor fo

beautiful, but on the other hand they are more favourable to healthy

and the animals are lefs hurtful to man. In the temperate countries

(at leaft in many of them, and particularly in the vale of Mexico),

are enjoyed the advantages of the cold, and many of the pleafures of

the hot climates without the inconveniencies of either. The moil

common difeafes of the hot countries are intermittent fevers, fpafms,

and confumptions ; and in the port of Vera Cruz, within thefe few

years, the black vomiting (m) : in other parts, catarrhs, fluxes, pleu-

rifies, and acute fevers; and in the capital, the diarrhoea. Befides

thefe more frequent difeafes, certain epidemical diforders arife at times,

which feem in fome degree periodical, although not with much ex-

actnefs or regularity, fuch as thofe which appeared in 1546, 1576,

1736, and 1762. The fmall-pox brought thither by the Spanifli

conquerors, is not feen fo frequently in that country as in Europe %,

but generally appears after an interval of a certain number of years,

and then attacking all thofe who had not been affected by it before, it

makes as much havoc at one time as it does lucceffively in Europe.

The nations which poffeffed thofe countries before the Spaniards,

although differing in language, and partly alio in manners, were yet

nearly of the fame character. The moral and phyfical qualities of the

Mexicans, their tempers and difpofitions were the fame with thofe of

the Acolhuicans, the Tepanceans, the Tlafcallans, and other nations,

with no other difference than what arofe from their different mode of

education : fo that what we mall fay of the one, we mould wiih to

Sect. XV.
Characters

of the Mexi-
cans and ci-

ther nations

of Anahuae.

(m) Ulloa, and other hidorians of America, defcribe the fpaftas and the black vomiting.

The latter difeafe was not known in that country before the year 1726.
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be underftood as equally applicable to the reft. Several authors, an-

cient as well as modern, have undertaken a defcription of thefe people,

but I have not met with any one which is, in every refpecl, faithful

and correct. The paffions and prejudices of fome, and the imperfect

information, or the weak understandings of others, have prevented

their reprefenting them in their genuine colours. What we fliall fay

upon the fubjecl, is derived from a ferious and long ftudy of the hif-

tory of thefe nations, from a familiar intercourfe for many years with

the natives, and from the moil minute obfervations with refpect to

their prefent ftate, made both by ourfelves and by other impartial per-

fons. I certainly have no bias upon my own mind which fhould make

me lean to one fide more than to the other ; as neither the feelings of

a fellow-countryman can fway my opinion in their favour, nor can I

be interefted to condemn them from a love of my nation, or zeal for

the honour of my countrymen : fo that I mail fpeak frankly and plainly

the good and the bad, which I have difcovered in them.

The Mexicans are of a good flature, generally rather exceeding than

falling fhort of the middle fize, and well proportioned in all their

limbs : they have good complexions, narrow foreheads, black eyes,

clean, firm, regular white teeth, thick, black, coarfe, glofTy hair,

thin beards, and generally no hair upon their legs, thighs, and arms.

Their fkin is of an olive colour.

There is fcarcely a nation, perhaps, upon earth in which there are

fewer perfons deformed, and it would be more difficult to find a iingle

hump-backed, lame, or fquint-eyed man amongft a thoufand Mexi-

cans, than among any hundred of any other nation. The unpleafant-

nefs of their colour, the fmallnefs of their forehead, the thinnefs of

their beard, and the coarfenefs of their hair, are fo far compenfated by

the regularity and fine proportions of their limbs, that they can nei-

ther be called very beautiful, nor the contrary, but feem to hold a

middle-place between the extremes. Their appearance neither engages

nor difgufts ; but among the young women of Mexico, there are many

very beautiful and fair j whofe beauty is at the fame time rendered

more winning by the fweetnefs of their manner of fpeaking, and by

the pleafantnefs and natural modefty of their whole behaviour.

i Thek
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Their fenfes are very acute, efpecially that of fight, which they en- BOOK I.

joy unimpaired to the greater! age. Their constitutions are found, and

their health robuft. They are entirely free of many diforders which
are common among the Spaniards, but of the epidemical difeafes to

which their country is occafionally fubjecl, they are the principal vic-

tims ; with them thefe difeafes begin, and with them they end. One
never perceives in a Mexican that ftinking breath which is occafioned

in other people by the corruption of the humours or indigeftion^

Their constitutions are phlegmatic ; but the pituitous evacuations from
their heads are very fcanty, and they feldom fpit. They become grey-

headed and bald earlier than the Spaniards, and although moft of them
die of acute difeafes, it is not very uncommon among them to attain

the age of a hundred.

They are now, and have ever been very moderate in eating, but

their paffion for ftrong liquors is carried to the greater! excefs. For-
merly they were kept within bounds, by the feverity of the laws ; but
now that thefe liquors are grown fo common, and drunkennefs is un-
punished, one half of the people feem to have loft their fenfes ; and
this, together with the poor manner in which they live, expofed to all

the baneful impremons of difeafe, and deititute of the means of cor-

recting them, is undoubtedly the principal caufe of the havoc which
is made among them by epidemical diforders.

Their minds are at bottom in every refpedt like thofe of the other

children of Adam, and endued with the fame powers -

} nor did the

Europeans ever do lefs credit to their own reafon than when they

doubted of the rationality of the Americans. The ftate of civilization

among the Mexicans, when they were firft known to the Spaniards.,

which was much fuperior to that of the Spaniards themfelves, when
they were firft known to the Phoenicians, that of the Gauls when firft

known to the Greeks, or that of the Germans and Britons when firft

known to the Romans («), fhould of itfelf have been fully fufficient

to

(») D. Bernardo Aldrete, in his book upon the Origin of the Spanifh Tongue, would have
us to believe that the Spaniards were lefs rude at the arrival of the Phoenicians,;than the Mexi-
cans were at the time of the arrival of the Spaniards ; but this paradox has been fufHciently

refuted by the learned authors of the Literary Hiftory of Spain. It is true, that the Spa-
niards in thofe remote ages were not fo barbarous as the Chichimecans, the Californians, and.
fome other favage nations of America j but neither their government was fo regular, nor their

arts
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BOOK I. to correal fuch an error of man's mind, if it had not been the intereft,

of the inhuman avarice of fome ruffians to encourage it (<?). Their

underftandings are fitted for every kind of fcience, as experience has

actually fhewn (p). Of the Mexicans who have had an opportunity

of engaging in the purfuits of learning, which is but a fmall num-

ber, as the greater! part of the people are always employed in the pubT

lie or private works, we have known fome good mathematicians, ex-

cellent architects, and learned divines.

Many perfons allow the Mexicans to poffefs a great talent of imi-

tation, but deny them the praife of invention : a vulgar error, which

is contradicted by the ancient hiflory of that people.

Their minds are affected by the fame variety of paffions with thofe

of other nations, but not to an equal degree. The Mexicans feldom

exhibit thofe tranfports of anger, or thofe frenzies of love which are

fo common in other countries.

They are flow in their motions, and fhew a wonderful tenacity and

fteadinefs in thofe works which require time and long continued at-

tention. They are moil patient of injury and hardfhip ; and where

they fufpect no evil intention, are mod grateful for any kindnefs

fhewn ; but fome Spaniards, who cannot diftinguifh patience from in-

fenfihiliiy, nor diftruit from ingratitude, fay proverbially, that the In-

dians are alike infenfible to injuries and to benefits fq). That habi-

tual diftruft which they entertain of all who are not of their own na-

tion, prompts them often to lie and betray ; fo that good faith cer-

tainly has not been fo much refpected among them as it deferves.

arts fo much improved, nor, as far as we can judge, had they made fo much progrefs in the

knowledge of nature, as the Mexicans at the beginning of the Sixteenth century.

(o) Upon this fubject I mull refer the reader to the bitter complaints made by the bifhop

Garces, in his letter to pope Paul III. and by the bifhop of las Cafas, in his Memorials to the

Catholic kings Charles V. and Philip II. but efpecially to the very humane laws made by

thofe moil Chriftian monarchs, in favour of the Indians.

(p) We fhall, in the Differtations, produce the opinions of D. Giulian Garces, firft bifhop

of Tlafcalla ; of D. John di Zumarraga, firfl bifhop of Mexico, and of D. Bartholomew de

las Cafas, firft bifhop of Chiapa, with refpeft to the capacities, underftandings, and other good

qualities of the Mexicans. The teftimony of thofe virtuous and learned prelates, who had

fo much intercourfe with the Indians, weighs much more than that of any hiflorian whatever.

{a) Experience has proved the grateful difpofitions of the Mexicans, wherever they were

affured of the good-will and fincerity of their benefactors. Their gratitude has been often

manifefted by open and loud demonstrations of ^oy, which publicly declare the falfhood of the

Spanish proverb.
* V

They
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They are by nature taciturn, ferious, and auftere, and mew more

anxiety to punifh crimes than to reward virtues.

Generality and perfect difintereftednefs are the principal features of

their character. Gold with the Mexicans has not that value which

it enjoys elfewhere (r). They feem to give without reluctance what

has coft them the utmoft labour to acquire. The neglect of feliifh

interefls, together with the diflike which they bear to their rulers, and

confequently their averfion to the talks impofed by them, feem to have

been the only grounds of that much exaggerated indolence with which

the Americans have been charged (s) -

y and after all, there is no fet of

people in that country who labour more, nor whofe labours are more

ufeful or more neceffary (i) .

The refpect paid by children to their parents, and by the young to

the old, among thofe people, feem to be feelings that are born with

them. Parents are very fond of their children ; but the affection

which hufbands bear to their wives, is certainly lefs than that borne

by the wives to their hufbands ; and it is very common for the men
to love their neighbours wives better than their own.

Courage and cowardice feem alternately fo to affect their minds, that

it is often difficult to determine whether the one or the other predo-

minates. They meet dangers with intrepidity when they proceed from

natural caufes, but they are eafily terrified by the flem look of a Spa-

niard. That ftupid indifference about death and eternity, which

many authors have thought inherent in the character of every Ame-
rican, is peculiar only to thofe who are yet fo rude and uninformed as

to have no idea of a future flate.

Their lingular attachment to the external ceremonies of religion is

very apt to degenerate into fuperftition, as happens with the ignorant

of all nations of the world •„ but their prdnenefs to idolatry is nothing

(>•) I do not fpeak of thofe Mexicans, who, by\a cofiftant inrercourfe with covetous na-

tions, have been infecled by their avarice ; although, at the fame time, even thofe appear to be

lefs felfifh than the generality of perfons of that difpofition.

(s) What we obferve upon the fubject of American indolence is not meant to apply to the

favage nations in other parts of the new world.

(/) In our. Di-fTertations we fhall give an account of the works in which the Mexicans are

•employed. Monfign. Palafox ufcd to fay, that if ever the Indians failed them, the Spaniards

Would find the Indies fail alfo,

Vol, I. M more
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more than a chimera formed in the abfurd imaginations of mifinform-

ed perfons. The inftances of a few mountaineers are not fufficient to

juftify a general afperfion upon the whole people^.

To conclude, the character of the Mexicans, like that of every

other nation, is a mixture of good and bad -

y but the bad is eafy to

be corrected by a proper education, as has been frequently demon-

ftrated by experience fxj. It would be difficult to find, any where,

a youth more docile than the prefent, or a body of people more ready

than their anceflors were to receive the lights of religion.

I muft add, that the modern Mexicans are not in all refpefls fimi-

lar to the ancient ;
as the Greeks of thefe days have little refemblance

of thofe who lived in the times of Plato and of Pericles. The an-

cient Mexicans fhewed more fire, and were more fenfible to the im-

preflions of honour. They were more intrepid, more nimble, more

adive, more indubious 5 but they were, at the fame time, more fu-

perftitious and cruel.

(«) The few examples that are to be found of idolatry are not altogether inexcufable, when

we confider how naturally rude and unenlightened men may confound the idolatrous worfhip

of fome unfliapely figure of ftone or wood, with that which is due to the facred images alone.

And our own prejudices againft them have often been the caiife of our treating as idols what

were really the images, though rude ones, of the faints. In the year 1754, I faw fome Utile

images which had been found in a cave in a mountain, and were confidered as idols, but which

I had no doubt were adually images reprefenting the myftery of the facred nativity.

(x) To be fenfible of the influence of education upon the Mexicans, we need only to be

made acquainted with the wonderful life led by the Mexican women of the Royal College of

Guadaloupe in Mexico, and thofe of the moaafterics «£ Capuchins in the fame capital, and

Valladolid in Michuacan.

BOOK
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BOOK II.

Of the Toltecas, Chechemecas, Acolhuas, Olmecas, and other Na-

tions that inhabited the Country of Anahuac before the Mexicans.

The Expedition of the A%tecas, or Mexicans, from their Native

Country of Aztlan. The Events of their Journey into the Country

of Anahuac j and their Settlements in Cbapoltepec and Colhuacan.

The Foundation of Mexico and Tlaltelolco. Inhuman Sacrifice of

a Colhuan Girl.

THE hiftory of the firft peopling of Anahuac is fo involved in BOOK II.

fable, like that of other nations, that it is not merely dif-

ficult but altogether impoffible to difcover the truth. It is certain,

however, both from the teftimony of the facred writings, and from

the conftant and univerfal tradition of thofe nations, that the in-

habitants of Anahuac are defcended of thofe few mortals whom

the Divine Providence faved from the waters of the deluge, m order

to preferve the race of man, upon earth. At the fame time there

cannot be a doubt, that the men who firft peopled that country,

came originally from the more northern parts of America, where

their anceftors had been fettled for many ages. All the hiftorians,

Toltecan, Chechemecan, Acolhuan, Mexican, and Tlafcalan, are

agreed upon thefe two points : but who thofe firft inhabitants were,

the time of their emigration, the events of their journey, and their

firft eftablifhments, are entirely unknown. Several authors have en-

deavoured to pierce that chaos ; but trufting to flight .conjectures, fan-

ciful combinations, and certain pictures of very ambiguous authenti-

city j and having recourfe in their difficulties, to puerile and roman-

tic narrations, have utterly loft themfelves in the thick darknefs of an-

tiquity.

There have been writers, who, building upon the tradition of

the natives, and upon the difcovery of bones, fcull.s, and entire flee?

letons of prodigious fize, which have been dug up, at different times,

M 2 in
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,'
*n many Parts °^ T̂ew Spain (<?), have imagined that the nrft inha-

bitants of that country were Giants. I, for my own part, have no
doubt of their exiftence there, as well as in other parts of the New
World (<£) ; but we can neither form any conjecture as to the time

in which they lived, although we have reafon to believe they muff,

be very ancient ; nor can we be perfuaded that there has ever been,

as thofe writers imagined, a whole nation of Giants, but only fingle

individuals of the nations which we now know, or of fome others-

more ancient and unknown (c).

The Toltecas are the oldeft nation of which we have any know-
ledge, and that is very imperfect. Being baniflied, as they tell us,

from their own country Huehuetapallan, which we take to have

been in the kingdom of Tollan (d) i from which they derived their

name, and fituated to the north-weft of Mexico, they began their

journey in the year i.
c
tecpatl> that is in the 596 of our era. In every

place to which they came, they remained no longer than they liked

(a) The places where gigantic fkeletons have been found, are Atlavcatepec, a village in the

province of Tlafcala, Tezci/co, Tolucar £>jiaubximalpan ; and in our days, upon a hill ia

California, not far from Kada-Kaaman.

(b) I am well aware that many European philofophers, who. laugh at the belief of giants,

will be ready to ridicule me, or at leaft to pity my credulity ; but I will not betray the truth

to avoid cenfure. I know that among the civilized nations of America, it was a current tra-

dition, that a race of men had exifted, in former times, of extraordinary height and bulk j

but I cannot remember an inftance among any American nation, of there having ever been
any elephants, hippopotamufes, or other quadrupeds of uncommon fize. I know from the

teftimony of innumerable writers, and particularly of two eye-witnefTes, of unquestionable

credit, Hernandez, and D' Acofta, who were men of learning, corredlnefs, and veracity,

that human Ikulls have been found, and even whole fkeletons, of aftonifhing lize ; but I do-

not know, that in any of the vaft number of openings which have been made in the earth

in New Spain, any fkeleton of a hippopotamus has been found, or even a fingle tooth of art

elephant. I know, laflly, that fome of the great bones above mentioned, have been found in

tombs, which appear evidently to have been made on purpofe ; but I am yet to learn of

tombs ever having been conft rufted for fea-horfes and elephants. All this and more ought to

be weighed, before we prefume to determine with fome authors who have afferted it, without

the leaft hefitation, that all the large bones difcovered in America, belonged to thofe, or
fome other fuch great animals.

(c) Many hiftorians of Mexico fay, that the giants were betrayed, and put to death by the

Tlafcalans ; but this idea, which has no foundation but in fome poems of the Tlafcalans, is

inconfiftent with the chronology adopted by thofe hiftorians themfelves ; making the giants

much too ancient, and the Tlafcalans too modern, in the country of Anahuac.

(d) Tohecotl, in Mexican figriifies a native of Tollan, as Tlazcaltecatl does a native of

Tlafcala, &c.

it,
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it, or were eafily accommodated with provisions. When they deter- BOOK II,

mined to make a longer ftay, they erefted houfes, and fowed the

land with corn, cotton, and other plants, the feeds of which they

had carried along with them to fupply their neceffities. In this

wandering manner did they travel, always fouthward, for the fpace

of one hundred and four years, till they arrived at a place, to which

they gave the name of Tollantzinco, about fifty miles to the eaft of

that fpot where, fome centuries after, was founded the famous city

of Mexico. They were led and commanded, upon the whole jour-

ney, by certain captains or lords, who were reduced to feven, by the

time they arrived at Tollantzinco (e). They did not chufe, however,

to fettle in that country, although the climate is mild, and the foil

fruitful ; but in lefs than twenty years after, they went about forty

miles towards the weft, where, along the banks of a river, they

founded the city of Tollan or Tula, after the name of their native

country. That city, the oldeft, as far as we know, in Anahuac, is

one of the moft celebrated in the hiftory of Mexico, and was the ca-

pital of the Toltecan kingdom, and the court of their kings. Their

monarchy began in the year 8. Acatl, that is in the year 607 of the

Chriftian era, and lafted three hundred and eighty-four years. I

have fubjoined the feries of their kings with the year of the Chriftian

era in which they began to reign (J).

Chalchiutlanet%iny

Ixtlilcuechahuac>

Huetzin,

'Totepeuby

Nacaxoc,

Mitl,

Xhttzatizin, Queen,

'Topz/tzm,

in the

in the

in the

in the

in the

in the

in the

in the

667

7*9

771

823

$75

927

979
1031

It might appear extraordinary that juft eight monarchs mould reign

in the courfe of four centuries, if it were not explained by a fingular

(e) The feven Toltecan leaders were, Zacatl, Cbalcdteln, Ehecatzin, Cohuatzon, TzibuacoatI,

Metzotzin, and Tlapalmetzotzin.

( f) We have pointed out the year in which the Toltecan monarchs began their reigns,

by taking for granted the epoch of their leaving Huehuetlapallan, which however, is very

uncertain.

law
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BOOK II. law of that people, according to which, no king was fuffered to

reign either longer or fhorter than a Toltecan age ; which, as we fhall

mention in another place, confided of fifty-two years. If a king

completed the age, upon the throne, he immediately refigned the go-

vernment, and another was put in his place : and if the king hap-

pened to die before the age was expired, the nobles affumed the ad-

miniflration, and, in the name of the deceafed king, governed the

kingdom for the remaining years of the age. This was the cafe

with the Queen Xiutzaitzin, after whofe death in the fifth year of her

reign, the nobles held the government for the forty-eight years which

fucceeded.

Sect. II. The Toltecas were the nioft celebrated people of Anahuac, for

vil'ization of" their fuperior civilization, and fkill in the arts; whence, in after ages,

the Tolte- jt jias Deen common to diftinguifh the moil remarkable artifts, in an

honourable manner, by the appellation of Toltecas. They always

lived in fociety, collected into cities, under the government of kings,

and regular laws. They were not very warlike, and lefs turned to the

exercife of arms than to the cultivation of the arts. The nations

that have fucceeded them, have acknowledged themfelves indebted to

the Toltecas for their knowledge of the culture of grain, cotton,

pepper, and other moft ufeful fruits. Nor did they only practife

thofe arts which are dictated by neceflity, but thofe alfo which mi-

nifter to luxury. They had the art of cafting gold and filver, and

melting them in whatever forms they pleafed, and acquired the

greater! reputation from the cutting of all kinds of gems : but no-

thing, to us, raifes their character fo high as their having been the

inventors, or at lead: the reformers of that fyftem of the arrangement

of time, which was adopted by all the civilized nations of Anahuac t

and which, as we mail fee afterwards, implies numerous observations,

and a wonderfully correct aftronomy.

Cav. Boturini fg], upon the faith, of the ancient hiftories of the

Toltecas, lays, that obferving in their own country of Huehnetla-

pa/Ian, how the folar year exceeded the civil one by which they

xg) In a work of hi?, printed at Madrid, in 1746, under the title of, Sketch of a general

ILftery of Nc-tv Spain, founded upon a great Number of Figures, Symbols, Characters, Hierogly-

phics
f

Hymns, and Mani/fcrifts of Indian Authors, lately difcovcred.

reckoned,
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reckoned, about fix hours, they regulated it by interpofing the in- BOOKn.

tercalary day once in the four years ; which they did, more than

one hundred years before the Chriftian era. He fays befides, that in

the year 660, under the reign of Ixtlalcuechahuac, in Tula, a cele-

brated aftronomer called Huematzin, affembled, by the king's confent,

all the wife men of the nation ; and with them painted that famous

book called Teoamoxtli or Divine Book, in which were reprefented, in

very plain figures, the origin of the Indians, their difperfion after the

confufion of tongues at Babel, their journey in Afia, their firft fet-

tlements upon the Continent of America, the founding of the king-

dom of Tula, and their progrefs till that time. There were defcribed

the heavens, the planets, the conftellations, the Toltecan calendar

with its cycles, the mythological transformations, in which were in-

cluded their moral philofophy, and the myfteries of their deities con-

cealed by hieroglyphics from common understandings, together with

all that appertained to their religion and manners. The above men-

tioned author adds, that that eclipfe of the fun which happened at

the death of our Saviour, was marked in their paintings, in the year

7 . Tochtli (b) ; and that fome learned Spaniards, well acquainted

with the hiftory and the paintings of the Toltecas, having com-

pared their chronology with ours, found that they reckoned from

the creation of the world to the birth of Chrift, five thoufand one

hundred and ninety-nine years, which is exadly the computation of

the Roman calendar.

Whatever may be in thefe things mentioned by Boturini, upon

which I leave the prudent reader to form his own judgment, there

cannot be a doubt, with thofe who have ftudied the hiftory of that

people, that the Toltecas had a clear and diftind knowledge of the

universal deluge, of the confufion of tongues, and of the difperfion

of the people ; and even pretended to give the names of their firft

anceftors who were divided from the reft of the families upon that

lh) All thofe who have ftudied carefully the hiftory of the nations, of Anahuac, know

yery well that thofe people were accuftomed to mark eclipfes, comets, and other pheno-

mena of the heavens, in their paintings. Upon reading Boturini I fet about comparing the

Toltecan years with ours, and 1 found the 34th year of Chrift, or 30th of our era, to be

the 7. TochtU: but I did this merely to fatisfy my own curiofity, and I do not mean either

to confirm or give credit to the things told us by that author.
_

univerlal



88

BOOK II.

HISTORY OF MEXICO.
univsrfal difperfion. It is equally certain, as we fhall mew in an-

other place, however incredible it may appear to the critics of Eu-
rope, who are accuftomed to look upon the Americans as all equally

barbarous, that the Mexicans and all the other civilized nations of

Anahuac regulated their civil year according to the folar, by means

of the intercalary days, in the fame manner as the Romans did after

the Julian arrangement ; and that this accuracy was owing to the

fkill of the Toltecas. Their religion was idolatrous, and they ap-

pear by. their hiflory to have been the inventors of the^greatefl part of

the mythology of the Mexicans, but we do not know that they

practifed thofe barbarous and bloody facrifices which became after-

wards fo common among the other nations.

The Tezcucan hiftorians believed the Toltecas the authors of that

famous idol, reprefenting the god of water, placed on mount T/a/oc,

of which we fhall fpeak hereafter. It is certain that they built in

honour of their beloved god ^uetzalcoatl, the higheft. pyramid of

Cholula, and probably alfo thefe famous ones of Teotihuacan in ho-
nour of the fun and moon, which are ftill in existence, though much
disfigured (/) . Boturini believed the Toltecas built the pyramid of

Cholula, to counterfeit the tower of Babel; but the painting on which
his error is fupported (fufficiently common with the vulgar of New
Spain), is the work of a modern and ignorant Cholulan, the whole

of it being a heap of abfurdities (i).

(/) Betancourt fays thefe pyramids were built by the Mexicans ; this is certainly falfe,

and contrary to the opinion of all other authors, American as well as Spanifh. Dr. Seo-uenza

appears to think they were the work of the Olmecas ; but as we have no other remains of
the architecture of that nation, by which we might judge ; and befides, thefe pyramids
being made after the model of that of Cholula, we are therefore induced to think that the
Toltecas were the architects of them all, as Torquemada and other authors relate.

(k) The painting alluded to by Boturini, reprefented the pyramid of Cholula, with this

Mexican infcription, Toltccatl Cbalchilmatl onazia Ebccatcpetl ; which he thus interprets : A
monument, or precious Jione of the Toltcca nation, nubofe neck ffarches into the reg'-on of the air :

but independent of the incorreftnefs of the writing, and the barbarifm Chalchihuail, who-
ever is in the leaft inftruclied in the Mexican language, will immediately perceive there could
not be a more whimfical interpretation. At the feet of the picture, fays Boturini, the author
put a note, in which, addrelhng himfelf to his countrymen, he adinonifhed them as follows :

Nobles, and gentlemen, behold your fcriptures, the image of your antiquity, and the hiltory

of your anceftors ; who, moved by fear from the deluge, built this afylum, for a ready
retreat, in cafe of being again vifited by fuch a calamity. But to fpeak the truth,

the '1 okecas mult have been utterly deprived of underftanding, if from the fear of the

; deluge
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During the four centuries which the monarchy of the Toltecas eook ir

lafted, they multiplied considerably, extending their population every ^^TlL
way in numerous and large cities ; but the direful calamities which

happened to them in the firft years of the reign of Topiltzin, gave a

fatal mock to their profperity and power. For feveral years heaven

denied them the neceflary ihowers to their fields, and the earth the

fruits which fupported them. The air, infected with mortal con-

tagion, filled daily the graves with the dead, and the minds of thofe

furviving with conilernation, at the detraction of their countrymen.

A great part of the nation died by famine and ficknefs. Topiltzin

departed life in the fecond year Tecpatl, the twentieth of his reign,

which was probably the year 1052 of the vulgar era, and with him

the Toltecan monarchy concluded. The wretched remains of the

nation, willing to fave themfelves from the common calamity, fought

timely relief to their misfortunes, in other countries. Some directed

their courfe to Onohualco or Yucatan, fome to Guatemala, while

fome families flopped in the kingdom of Tula, and fcattered them-

felves in the great vale where Mexico was afterwards founded ; fome

in Cholula, Tlaximoloyan, and other places ; and amongft thefe were

the two princes fons of king Topiltzin, whofe defcendants, in courfe

of time, intermarried with the royal families of Mexico, Tezcuco,

and Colhuacan.

Thefe imperfect accounts of the Toltecas are all that we think

proper to be told here, omitting many fabulous relations introduced

deluge they had undertaken, at fo much expence and labour, the building of that ominous
pyramid, while in the higheft mountains, a little diftant from Cholula, they had a much
more fecure afylum from inundations, with lei's danger of perifhing by want. In the fame

work, Boturini fays, was reprefented the baptifm of Ilamateuclli, Queen of Cholula, con-

ferred upon her by Deacon Aguilar, the 2d of Auguft, 1521, together with the apparition of

the Virgin to a certain religious Francifcan, who was living at Rome, ordering him to depart

for Mexico ; where he was to place on a mountain built by art (that is, the pyramid of

Cholula), her image. But this is no more than a firing of dreams and lies ; for in Cholula

there never were either kings, not" could fuch baptifm, of which no author fays a word,

have been celebrated on the £th of Auguft, 1521 ; as at that time Aguilar, with the other

ISpaniards, was in the heat of the fiege of, the capital, which was to render itfelf up, {even

days after, to the conquerors. Of the pretended apparition of the mother of God, there is

no memory among the Francifcan hiftorians, who never omitted any thing of this kind in

their chronicles. We have demonftrated the falfity of this relation, to caution thofe, with

•regard to modern pictures, who may in future undertake the hiitory of Mexico,

Vol. L N bv
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by other hiftorians (I). We would require to have the Divine Book,

cited by Boturini, and by Sig. D. Ferdinand d'Alba Ixtlilxohitl in his

moil valuable manufcripts to throw greater light on the hiilory of this

celebrated nation.

After the deftruclion of the Toltecas, for the fpace of one cen-

tury, the land of Anahuac remained folitary, and almoft entirely depo-

pulated, until the arrival of the Chechemecas (;;z).

The Chechemecas, like the Toltecas who preceded them, and other

nations which came after them, were originally from the northern,

countries, as we may call the North of America, like the North of

Europe, the feminary of the human race. From both, in fwarms,,

have iffued numerous nations to people the countries in the South.

their native country, of the fituation of which we are ignorant,, was

called Amaquemecan, where,, according to their account, different mo-
narchs ruled their nation for many years (n). The character of the

Chechemecas, as is fhev/n by their hiftory, was very fmgular, as.

a certain degree of civilization was blended with many traits of bar-

barifm. They lived under the command of a. Sovereign, and the

chiefs and governors deputed by him, with as much fubmifhon as is

ufual among the moft cultivated nations. There were distinctions •

between the nobility and commonalty, and the plebeians were ac-

cuflomed to reverence thofe whofe birth, merit, or favour with the

(l) Torquemada fays, that at a certain fe Rival-ball made by the Toltecas, the fad-looking

devil appeared to them in a gigantic fize, with immenfe arms, and in the midft of the enter-

tainment he embraced and fuffocated them ; that then he appeared in the figure of a child

with a putrid head, and brought the plague ; and finally, at the perfuafion of the fame

devil they abandoned the country of Tula. But this good author underftood thefe fymbo-

lical figures literally ; whereas they were meant only to reprefent the famine and peftilence

which had befallen them, at the time when they were in the height of their profperity.

(m) In our fecond diflertation, we differ from Torquemada, who does not allow more thaa

eleven years of interval between the deflrucHpn of the Toltecas and the arrival of the Che-

chemecas.

(n) Torquemada names thefe Chechemecan kings of Amaquemecan, and to the firft he

oives one hundred and eighty years of reign ; to the fecond, one hundred and fifty-fix ; and

to the third, one hundred and thirty-three. See our fecond diflertation on the abfurd chro-

nology of this author. He alfo confidently affirms, that Amaquemecan was fix hundred

miles diftant from the fpot where the city of Guadalaxara is at prefent, hut in more than one

thoufand two hundred miles of inhabited country beyond that city, there is not the leaft trace

or memory of the kingdom of Amaquemecan ; from whence we believe it to be a country

Hill undifcovered, and greatly farther to the northward than Torquemada imagined.

princ
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prince raifed them above the other ranks. They dwelt in com- BOOK II.

munities together, in places compofed, as we may imagine, of poor

huts (o) ; but they neither practifed agriculture, nor thofe arts which

accompany civil life. They lived only on game, and fruits, and roots

which the earth fpontaneoufly produced. Their clothing was the

rough fkins of the wild hearts they took in prey, and their arms no

other than the bow and arrow. Their religion was reduced to the

fimple worihip of the fun, to which pretended divinity they offered

herbs and flowers which they found fpringing in the fields. With

refpecl to their cuftoms, they were certainly lefs difpleafing and lefs

rude than thofe to which the genius of a nation of hunters gives birth.

Their motive for leaving their native country, is uncertain ; as like-

wife the etymology of the word Chechemecatl{p). The laft king

whom thev had in Amaquemecan, left his government divided be- Checheme-
* - 1 cis in Anci'*''

tween his two fons Achcauhtli and Xolotl ; the latter eitner not hu^c>

brooking, as frequently happens, the divifion of regal authority,

was willing to prove whether fortune deftined him other territories,

where he could govern without a rival ; or perceiving that the moun-

tains of his kingdom were not fufficient to provide fupport for the then

probably increafed number of inhabitants, determined to eafe neceffity

by a timely departure. Having taken, therefore, fuch refolution

from the one or other motive, and having firft got intelligence, by his

emiffaries of a good fituation in the fouthern countries, he fet out

from his native land, with a large army of his fubjedrs, who were

difpofed, from affe&ion or intereft, to accompany him. In their

travels they encountered with the ruins of the Toltecan fettlements,.

and in particular of the great city of Tula, where they arrived at the

end of eighteen months,. From this they proceeded towards Chern-

(u) Torquemada fays, that the Cheehemecas had no houfes, but dwelt in the caverns of

mountains ; bur in the fame chapter where he fays this, he affirms that the capital city of their

kingdom was called Amaquemecan.

(o) Several authors have laboured to .guefs at the etymology of the word Chej-beniccatl.

Torquemada fays, that this name is derived from Techichinaiii, which figniiies fucking., be-

caufe the Cheehemecas fucked the blood of the animals which they hunted. But this is a

forced etymology, particularly among thofe nations, who did not alter derivative names in

fuch a manner, Betancourt believed" it to be derived from Chkbimi, that is, dogs beans.

They were fo called by other nations, in contempt ; but had -this been the ca!e, -they would

aot have ioafTed, as they did, of the name Chechemecatl.

N 2 poalla
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. poalla and Tepepolco, forty mik$ diftant, towards the north, from the

fite of Mexico. From thence Xolotl fent the prince Nopaltzin, his

fon, to furvey the country. The prince crofTed the borders of the

lakes, the mountains which furround the delightful vale of Mexico,

and having marked the whole country, from the top of a lofty

mountain, he fhot four arrows to the four winds in token of taking

porTeffion, in the name of his father, of all that country. Xolotl

being made acquainted with the quality of the country, refolved to

eftabiifh himfelf in Tenayuca, a place fix miles diftant from the fite

of Mexico towards the north, and diftributed his people among the

neighbouring lands : but the greater population being towards the

north, and north-weft,, that trad: of land had finee the name of
Chechemecatlalli, that is, the land of the Chechemecas. Hiftorianff

relate, that in Tenayuca there was a review of the people taken, and

therefore it was likewife given the name of Nepohualco, which

means, the place of enumeration ; but what Torquemada adds, is=

entirely incredible, that there were more than a million of Cheche-

mecas found at this review,, and there remained even until his time,,

twelve piles of the ftones which they continued to throw during the

review. Befides, neither is it probable that fo large an army mould

fet out on fo long an expedition ; or does it appear poffible that fo fmall

a diftrict could fupport a million of hunters.

The king being fettled in Tenayuca, which he deftined for the

place of his court, and having given proper orders for the forming

of other towns and villages, he commanded one of his captains, named

Achitomatl, to go and trace the fource of certain rivers which the

prince had obferved in his expedition. Achitomatl found in Cha-

poltepec, in Cojohuacan, and in other places, feveral Toltecan families,

from whom he learned the caufe and time of their defolation. The
Chechemecas, not only avoided to difturb thofe miferable relics of that

celebrated nation, but formed alliances with them, many of the nobles

marrying with the women of Tolteca ; and among others, prince

Nopaltzin married Azcaxochitl, a virgin defcended from Pochotl,

one of the two princes of the royal family of Tolteca, who fur-

vived the deftruction of their nation. This humanity brought its

recompence to the Chechemecas ; for from their commerce with

that
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that induftrious nation, they began to taffce corn, and other fruits of BOOK II,

induftry ; were taught agriculture, the manner of digging metals, and

the art of cafting them ; alfo to cut ftones, to fpin and weave cotton,

and other things, by which they improved their means of living,

their clothing, their habitations, and manners.

Nor did the arrival of other civilized nations contribute lefs to the

refinement of the Checehmecas, Eight years were fcarcely elapfed

from the time that Xolotl had eftablifhed himfelf in Tenayueay

when there arrived in that country fix refpecliable perfons. with a

confiderable retinue of people. They were from a northern country,,,

neighbouring to the kingdom of Amaquemecan, or a little diftant

from it, the name of which is not mentioned by hiftorians ; but we
have reafon to believe that it was the country of Aztlan, the native

country of the Mexicans, and that thefe new colonies were the fix

famous tribes of Nahuatlachi, of v/hich all the hiftorians of Mexico

make mention, and we fhall fhortly treat of. It is probable that

Xolotl fent advice to his native country, of the advantages of the

fituation where he was eftablifhed ; and that fuch information, fpread

among the adjoining nations, incited many families to follow his

fteps, and partake his good fortune. It is alfo to be imagined, that

fome famine or fcarcity having happened to the northern coun-

tries, fo many people were obliged to feek relief in lands to the

fouthward. However it was, the fix perfons arrived in Tenayuca

from the North, were gracioufly received by the Chechemecan king ;

and when he learned the purpofe of their travel, and their defire to

ftay in that country, he afligned them a diftrict which they might,

inhabit with their people.

A few years after, there arrived three other princes, with a great ar-

my of the Acolhuan nation, natives of Teoacolhuacan, a country neigh-

bouring to, and not far diftant from the kingdom of Amaquemecan.

Thefe princes were named Acolhuatziny Chiconquauhtliy and ¥%on~

tecomatl, and were of the moft noble houfe of Citin. It was the

moft cultivated and moft civilized of all the nations which were in

that country fince the Toltecas. It may be eafily fuppofed, how
great a rumour was occafioned by fuch a novelty, in that kingdom,

and what difquiet fo great a multitude of unknown people raifed

I among

1
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.0 O K IL among the Chechemecas ; nor does it feem probable, that they would

have been permitted to enter the kingdom, without having previoufly

given information of their condition, and the motives of their vifit.

The king was at this time in Tezcuco, where he had removed his

court, either being tired of Tenayuca, or allured by the advantageous

fituation of that new place. Here the three princes arrived, and being

prefented to the king, after a profound bow, and that ceremony of

refpect fo familiar to thefe nations of killing the hand after having

touched the earth with it, they addreffed him in words to this pur-

pofe. " We are come, mighty king, from the kingdom of Teoacol-

" huacan, a little diftance only from your native country : we are all

tf three brothers, and fons of a great lord ; but being acquainted with

" the happinefs which the Chechemecas enjoy under the rule of a

" prince fo humane, we have preferred to the advantages which we
(t had in our native country, the honour of becoming your fubjects.

il We pray you, therefore, to give us place in your happy land, where

" we may live dependent on your authority and fubje£t to your com-

" mand." The Chechemecan fovereign was pleafed with the lordly

air and courtly manners of thefe noble youths, but frill more with

the flattering vanity of feeing humbled, in his prefence, three princes

allured from fuch diftanl countries by the fame of his clemency and his

power. He replied with complaifance to their addrefs, and offered to

comply with their defires ; but while he was deliberating in what man-

ner he mould do it, he ordered his fon to lodge them, and take care of

their entertainment.

The king had two daughters who were marriageable, whom, from

the firft he had thought of marrying with the two eldefi princes
;

hut he was unwilling to difcover this intention, until he mould be ac-

quainted with their difpofition, and mould be fure of the confent of

h-is fubjects. When he was fatisfied in mind of both thefe points, he

culled the princes to him, who remained anxious about their fate, and

opened his refolution to them, not only to grant them eftablidaments hi

his kingdom, but alfo to marry two of them with his daughters, lament

-

ino- that he had no other, to avoid leaving any one excluded from the

new alliance. The princes thanked him with warm exp re(lions of

gratitude, and proffered -to ferve him with the utmoft fidelity.
£>

When
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When the day appointed for the nuptials arrived, fuch a concourfe BOOK H„

of people flocked to Tenayuca, the place deftined for the folemniza-

tion, the city being unable to receive them, many remained in the

country. Acolhuatzin married the eldefr. of the princefTes, named
Cuetlaxochitl, and Chiconquautli the other. The third prince had

Coatetl, a virgin born in Chalco of moft noble parents, in whom the

Toltecan and Chechemecan blood were both mixed. The public re-

joicings lafled fixty days, and the entertainments confided of wreftling,

running, and combats with wild hearts, exercifes which were agree-

able to the genius of the Chechemecas, and in all of them the prince

Nopaltzin diftinguifhed himfelf. After the example of thefe royal

perfonages, the two nations continued to increafe their alliance by in-

ter-marriages until they became one, which taking its name from the

moil noble party, was called Acolhua, and the kingdom Acolhuacan
j.

the name of Chechemecas being left to thofe who, preferring the ex-

ercife of the chace to the toil of agriculture, or grown impatient of

fubordination, went off to the mountains, which are towards the

north and the north- well: of the vale of Mexico, where yielding them-

felves up to the impulfe of their barbarous liberty, without a chief,

without laws, without a fixed dwelling, or the other advantages of

fociety, they employed the day in purfuit of animals for prey, and

when fatigued funk down to fleep wherever night overtook them.

Thefe barbarians mingled with the Otomies, a nation which was at-

tached to the fame courfe of life, occupied a tract of more than three

hundred miles of country, and the Spaniards were harraffed by their

defcendants for many years after the conqueft of Mexico.

When the nuptial festivities were at an end, Xolotl divided his Icing-
Division of

dom into feveral di£tinc~t States, and affigned the pofTeffion of them to the ftates, an<f

'

his fons in law, and the other nobles of each nation. He granted to

prince Acolhuatzin the State of Azcapozalco, eighteen miles to the

weft of Tezcuco, and from him defcended the kings under whofe go-

vernment the Mexicans continued more than fifty years. On Chicon-

quauhtli he conferred the ftate of Xaltocan ; and on Tzontecomatlj,

that of Coatlichan.

The population daily encreafed, and "with it the civilization of the

people ; but at the fame time ambition and other paflions which had

lain
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lain dormant from the want of ideas, in times of a favage life, began to

awaken in their minds. Xolotl, who, during the greateft period of

his reign, had exercifed great clemency in his government, had found

himfelf, in the laft years of his life, conftrained to ufe fevere meafures

to check the reftlefs difpofition of fome rebels, occafionally depriving

them of their offices, or punifhing the moil criminal with death.

Thefe juft chaftifements, inftead of intimidating, exafperated them fo

much, that they formed the atrocious defign of taking the king's life,

for the execution of which an occafion fpeedily prefented itfelf. A little

time previous to this the king had expreffed a wifh to increafe the

waters of his gardens where he was accuftomed to take recreation,

and frequently alfo relieved his burden of years with fleep, to which

he was invited by the coolnefs and charms of the place. Being ac-

quainted with this, the rebels dammed up the little river which croffed

the city, and opened a ditch to conduct the waters to the gardens ;

waited the time at which the king was accuftomed to go to fleep,

then railing the dam let all the water at once into the gardens, and

fuddenly overflowed them. They flattered themfelves that their vi-

cious aim would never be detected • as the difafter of the king might

be imputed to an accident, or to ill conducted meafures by his fubjedts,

who fincerely defired to ferve their fovereign : but they deceived them-

felves, and their attempt proved abortive; as the king had fecret in-

telligence of their confpiracy j but diffembling his knowledge of it, he

retired at his ufual time into the .garden, and went to fleep on an ele-

vated fpot, where he was expofed to no danger. When he afterwards

few the water enter, although the treafon was now apparent, he con-

tinued his diffimulation to ridicule his enemies :
" I," he then faid,

" was perfuaded that my fubjefts loved me, but now I fee they love

" me ftill more than I believed. I was defirous of increafing the water

" of my garden, and behold my fubjedls have done it without any

"expence: it is proper therefore to rejoice at my happinefs." He

then ordered there fhould be rejoicings in the court, and when they

were concluded, he departed full of anguifh and difdain for Tenayuca,

refolved to inflidt exemplary punifhment on the confpirators ;
but

there he was feized with a mortal diftemper which moderated his

paffion,
* Being
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Being now fcnfible of an approaching death, he called prince No-

paltzin to him, his daughters, and Acolhuatzin his fon-in-law, the

other princes being now dead, and recommended to them concord

among themfelves, the care of the people committed to their charge,

the protection of the nobility, and clemency to all their fubjedts ;

after which, a few hours, in the midft of the tears and plaints of his

children, he ended his life in a very advanced age, having reigned in

that country, as appears, more than forty years. He was a robuft and

courageous man, but of a moil affectionate heart to his children, and

mild to his people. His reign would have been more happy had its

duration been more fhort (q) .

The news of the death of the king immediately fpread over the

whole kingdom, and fpeedy advice of it was given to the principal

lords, that they might attend at the funeral. They adorned the royal

corpfe with various little figures of gold and filver, which the Che-

chemecas, having been inftrudted by the Toltecas, had begun now to

work, and placed it in a chair made of gum copal and other aromatic

fubftances j and thus it remained five days, while the lords fummon-

ed to the funeral arrived. After they were all afTembled, the corpfe

was burnt, according to the cuftom of the Chechemecas, and the allies

gathered in an urn of the hardeft ftone. This urn was kept expofed

for forty days in a hall of the royal manfion, where daily the nobility

thronged to pay their homage of tears to their deceafed fovereign, and

the urn was afterwards carried to a cave in the neighbourhood of the

city with fimilar demonftrations of grief.

As foon as the funeral of Xolotl was concluded, they celebrated

the afcenfion of prince Nopaltzin to the throne with acclamations and

rejoicings for other forty days. When the lords took leave of their

aew king to return to their refpective Hates, one of them made this

lliorl harangue :
" Great king and lord, as your fubjecls and feryants,

" we go in obedience to your commands, to govern the people you

" have committed to our charge, bearing in our hearts the pleafure of

" having feen you on the throne, not lefs due to your virtue than your

**. birth. We acknowlege the good fortune unequalled which we

(q) Torquemada gives Xolotl one hundred and thirteen years of reign, and more than two

hundred years of life. On this fee our DhTertation.
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" you to regard us with the eyes of a real father, and to protect us

M with your might, that we may reft fecure under your made. You
i( are as well the water which re(lores, as the fire which deflroys, and

" in your hands hold equally our life and our death."

The lords having taken leave,, the king remained in Tenayuca, with

his filler the widow of the prince Chiconquauhtli. He was then, as

far as we can conjecture,, about fixty years of age, and had fons and

grandfons. His lawful children by the Toltecan queen were Tlotzin,.

Quauhtequihua, and Apopozoc. On Tlotzin, who was the firft born,

he conferred the government of Tezcuco, that he might begin to

learn the difficult art of governing men y and the other two were placed

over the ftates of Zacatlan and Tenamitic frj.

The king pafTed one year in the court of Tenayuca, arranging the

affairs of the flate, which were not fo fettled as they had been at firft..

From thence he went to Tezcuco, to treat with his fon about the

moft convenient meafures to be taken to reflore the former tranquillity

of his kingdom. While he was there he went one day into the royal

gardens with his fon,. and fome other lords of the court, and as they

were in converfation, he burft fuddenly into a flood of tears ; being

requefled to explain the caufe,. " Two caufes," faid he, " produce

*' my tears, the one the memory of my late father, which is revived

" by the fight of this place where he ufed to take recreation ; the

" other is the comparifon which I make of thefe happy days with the

te prefent bitter moments. When my father planted thefe gardens,

" he had quiet fubjects, who ferved him witfi fincerity, and received

" the offices which he conferred upon them, with humility and

" gratitude; but at prefent ambition and difcord are every where pre-

" vailing. It troubles me to be obliged to ufe the fubjects as ene-

" mies, whom I once in this place treated as friends and brothers.

" Do you, my fon," addreffing Tlotzin, " keep conftantly in your

( r) If we are to adopt the chronology of Torquemada, we muft give Nopaltzin when he

mounted the throne one hundred and thirty years of age; as when he arrived with his father

in the country of Anahuac, he was at leaft eighteen or twenty years, which added to the one

hundred and thirteen years, which, according to Torquemada, Xolotl reigned in that country,

make one hundred and thirty-one, or one hundred and thirty-three. On this fee our Second

Differtation.

" eyes
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« eyes the image of your grandfather, and ftrive to imitate the exam- BOOKJJ.

*< pies of prudence and juilice which he left us. Strengthen your

" heart with every virtue which you will have occafion for, to govern

" your fubjefts." After condoling fome time with his fon, the king

departed for his court of Tenayuca.

The prince Acolhuatzin, who was ftill living, thinking the boun-

daries of his ftate of Azcapozalco too narrow, refolved to take poffef-

fion of Tepotzotlan, and in fadt took it by force, in fpite of the re-

fiftance made by Chalchiuhcua, lord of that ftate. It is to be believed,

that Acolhuatzin would not have done fo violent an aft without the

exprefs confent of the king, who was, probably, willing to revenge

himfelf in that manner of fome offence he had received from Chal-

chiuhcua.

The conteft was a good deal more bloody which arofe a little alter

from interefts of a very different nature. Huetzin, lord of Coatlichan,

fon of the late prince Tzontecomatl {s), was defirous of marrying

Atotoztli, a noble and beautiful virgin, and grand-daughter of the

queen. Jacazozolotl, lord of Tepetlaoztoc, made fimilar pretenfions

,

but either being more ftrongly enamoured, or more violent in temper,

not content with having demanded her of her father, he was willing

to render himfelf matter of his beauty by arms ; and for this purpofe

collected a fmall army of his fubjefts, which was joined by Tochin-

teuftli, who had been lord of Quahuacan, but was difpoffeffed on ac-

count of his mifdeeds, and banifhed to Tepetlaoztoc. Huetzin, ap~

prized of this intent, went to meet him with a greater number of

troops, and gave him battle in the neighbourhood of Tezcuco, in

which fome of Jacazozolotl' s people were ilain along with himfelf, and

the reft of the army routed. Tochinteudli faved himfelf by flight,

flickering himfelf in the city of Huexotzinco, on the other fide of

the mountains, Huetzin, having got rid of his rival, with the con-

0) Torquemada males Huetzin, fon of Itzmitl, and him fon of Tzontecomatl in the thir-

teenth chapter of book the firft ; but in chapter 40, he fays, that Itzmitl wasoneof thofe who

came with Xolotl from Amaquemican, fo that he makes him born before his father Tzonte-

comatl, as he was a young man only when he came to Anahuac ;
and he did not come before

the 47th year of the reign of Xolotl, as the fame author affirms. Befides in one place he

makes Itzmitl a pure Chichemecan ; and in another place the fon of an Acolhuan But who is

capble of marking- all the con-tradiaions and anachronifms of Torquemada r

O 2 fe-ftt
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laoztoc.

After thefe fmall wars of the feudatory princes, one more coniider-

able arofe between the crown and the province of Tollantzinco, which

was in rebellion. The king himfelf took the field in perfon with a

large army ; bat as the rebels were numerous in force and well dif-

ciplined, the royal army was worfted during nineteen days which the

war lafted, until being reinforced by new troops, under the command

of Tlotzin, he defeated the rebels, and punifhed the heads of the rebel-

lion in the moft rigorous manner. Their evil example, when imitated

by other lords, met with the fame fate.

Nopaltzin had juft reftored tranquillity to his kingdom, when the

famous prince Acolhuatzin, firft. lord of Azcapozalco, died, leaving

the ftate to his fon Tezozomoc. His funeral was celebrated with great

magnificence, the king and the nobility of both the nations of Acolhua

and Chechemeca attending.

x The king himfelf did not long furvive, having reigned thirty-two

Tlotzin ill. years, and declared Tlotzin, his firft born, fucceffor to his crown. The

Chfchemc- funeral rites were performed at the fame court, and with the fame form

and ceremonies as that of Xolotl, to whom he was fimilar not lefs in

difpofition than in robuftnefs and courage.

Among the lords who were prefent at the acceffion of the new king

to the throne, were his two brothers Quauhtiquehua and Apopozoc,

whom he entertained for one year in his palace. Tlotzin was of fo be-

nevolent and affectionate a difpofition, he was the whole delight of his

vaffals. All the nobles fought pretences to vifit him, and enjoy the

pleafure and charms of his converfatiom Notwithftanding his natural

difpofition to peace, he took great care of the affairs of war, making

his fubjedts frequently exercife in arms, and he himfelf was fond of the

chace -

3 but we know no particular acts or events of his reign, during

thirty-fix years which he occupied the throne of Acolhuacan. He died

afflicted with the moft fevere pains in Tenayuca. His ames were de-

pofited in an urn of coflly ffone, which was for forty days expofed to

the fight of the people under a pavilion.

Tlotzin was fucceeded in the kingdom by his fon Quinatzin, had

by Quauhcihuatzin, daughter of the lord of Huexotla. His exaltation

to
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to the throne was celebrated with greater folemnity than that of his BOOKJ^

predeceflbrs j not at Tenayuca, but at Tezcuco, where he eftablifhed

his court, and from that time until the conqueft of the Spaniards, that

city continued the capital of the kingdom of Acolhuacan. In his paf-

fage from the new to the old court, he made himfelf be tranfported in

a portable chair or open litter, borne on the moulders of four princi-

pal lords, and under an umbrella which was carried by four others.

Until that time all the fovereigns had ufed to walk on foot. This

king was the firft to whom vanity fuggefled fuch a kind of pomp, and

his example was imitated by all the kings and nobles of that country,

who flrove to furpafs each other in oflentatious grandeur. An emula-

tion not lefs pernicious to ftates than to princes themfelves.

The commencement of his government was very tranquil ; but the

ftates of Meztitlan and Tototepec, which are fituated in the mountains

lying to the north ©f that capital, foon rofe in rebellion. The mo-

ment the king received the advice, he marched with a great army, and

fent to tell the heads of the rebellion, that if their courage was equal

to their perfidy, they mould defcend within two days to the plain of

Tlaximalco, where their fate would be decided by battle ;
if not, he

was reiblved to put flames to their city, without pardon to women or

children. The rebels, as they were already well prepared, came down

before the time appointed to the plain, to mew their courage. The fig-

nal for battle being given, the attack became furious and obftinate on

both fides until night feparated the armies, leaving the vidory unde-

cided. They continued for forty days frequently engaging, the rebels

being no way difcouraged by the advantages which the royal troops

daily gained j but perceiving at length, by the (laughter and diminution

of their forces, that their ruin was inevitable, they furrendered to their

fovereign, who, after rigorous punifhment of the ringleaders of the

rebellion, pardoned the crime of the people. The fame conduct was

obferved with Tepepolco, which had alfo rebelled.

This fpirit of rebellion fpread like contagion over ail the kingdom;

and Tepepolco was fcarcely fubdued when Huchuitoca, Mizquic, To-

tolapa, and four other cities, declared a revolt. The king chofe to go

in perfon with a ftrong body of troops againft Totolapa, and fent a-

gainft the other fix cities as many detachments under command of brave

and faithful generals ; his fuccefs was fuch, that in a very fhort fpaee
°

ot



102

BOOK II.

H I S T Y OF MEXICO.
of time, and without any confiderable lofs, he brought all the feven

cities again under his obedience. Thefe victories were celebrated with

great rejoicings during eight days in the court, and rewards given to

the officers and foldiers who had diftinguifhed themfelves. As the

evil example of fome ftates had excited others to rebellion, fo did the

unfuccefsful ifTue ferve in future as a caution not to form new confpi-

racies againft the loyalty due to their fovereign ; from whence, during

the reft of his government, which, according to hiflorians, lafled fixty

years, Quinatzin enjoyed the utmoft tranquillity.

When he died they obferved ceremonies to him which had never

been praftiied with his anceftors ; they opened his body, took out his

bowels, and prepared it with different aromatic fubflances, to keep it

fome time free from corruption. They afterwards placed it in a great

chair, clothed in royal habits, and armed with a bow and arrow, and

put at his feet a wooden eagle, and behind him a tyger, to fignify his

bravery and intrepidity. In this flate it was expofed for forty days;

and after the ufual mourning, burnt, and the allies buried in a cave of

the mountains neighbouring to Tezcuco.

Quinatzin was fucceeded on the throne by his fon Techotlalla ; but

the events of this and the following Chechemecan kings reigns being

connected with thofe of the Mexicans, who had at this period (in the

fourteenth century of the vulgar era), founded their famous capital, we

referve the relation of them to another place, judging it fufficient at

prefent to lay before the reader the feries of all the kings, annexing, as

far as is known, the year of the vulgar era in which they began their

reigns, that we may afterwards make fome mention of the nations

which arrived before the Mexicans in that country.

Chechemecan Kings.

Xolotl, began to reign in the 1 2th century.

Nopaltzin, in the 13 th century.

Tlotzin, in the 14th century.

Quinatzin, in the 14th century.

Techotlalla, in the 14th century.

Ixtlilxochitl (t)

,

in the 1406. Be-

{t) We do not reckon Ixtlilxochitl among the Chechemecan kings, becaufe he was only

©rented governor of Tezcuco by the Spaniards. It is therefore to be doubted, if Cuicuilz-

catzin
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Between this and the following kings reign, the tyrants Tezozo- ^^f^*
moc and Maxtla occupied the throne of Acolhuacan.

Nezahualcoyotl,

Nezahualpilli,

Cacamatzin,

Cuicuitzcatzin,

Coatiacotzm,

in the year 1426.

in the year 1470.

in the year 1516.

in the year 1520.

in the year 1520.

We cannot fix the year in which the five firft kings began to reign,

became we do not know how long Xolotl and Techotlalla reigned >

we, however, think it probable, that the Chechemecan monarchy had

a beginning in Anahuac about the end of the twelfth century, and

lafted 330 years, until about 1 5.3.1, at which time it ceafed with the

kingdom of Mexico. At leaft eleven lawful kings, and two tyrants

occupied the throne.

The Acolhui arrived in the country of Anahuac after the beginning

of the 13th century. With regard to other nations, there is an incre-

dible difference of opinion and confufion in hiftorians refpecting their

origin, their number, and the time in which they fettled in Anahuac.

The great ftudy which I have made to trace truth has ferved only to

increafe my uncertainty, and to make me defpair of ever knowing here-

after what is hitherto unknown. Leaving afide, therefore, all fables,

we mail adhere to what is certain, or at leaft probable.

The Olmecas and the Xicallancas, whether one nation, or two dif-

tindt nations, but constantly allied and connected together, were fo an-

cient in the country of Anahuac, that many authors account them

prior to the Toltecas^. Of their origin" we know nothing, nor do

the ancient pictures tell us more than that they inhabited the country

circumjacent to the great mountain Matlalcueje, and that being driven

catzin is to be numbered among thefe kings ; as in fpite of, and contrary to the right of Co-

anacotzin, he was intruded on the kingdom of Acolhuacan by Montezuma, through the in-

trigues of Cortes.

(u) Some authors, and among them the celebrated D. Siguenza, have wrote that the 01-

micas paffed from the Atlantic hies, and that they alone came to Anahuac from the quarter of

the Eaft, all the other nations having come from the region of the North : but we know no

foundation for this opinion.

i from
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: OK I. from thence by the Teochechemecas, or Tlafcalans, they tranfported

themfelves to the coaft of the gulf of Mexico (x).

The Otomies, who formed one of the moft numerous nations, were

probably one of the moil ancient in that country ; but they continued

for many ages in barbarifm, living fcattered in the caverns of the moun-

tains, and fupporting themfelves by the chace, in which they were moft

•dextrous. They occupied a trad of more than three hundred miles of

land, from the mountains of Izmiquilpan towards the north-weft,

bordering in the eaft and weft on other nations equally favage. In the

fifteenth century, either being compelled by force, or ftimulated by the

example of other nations, they began to live in fociety, under fubjec-

tion to the crown of Acolhuacan. In the country of Anahuac, and like-

wife in the vale of Mexico, they fettled an infinite number of places

;

the greater, and efpecially the moft conliderable of them, fuch as thofe

of Xilotepec and Huitzapan, were in the vicinage of the country which

they occupied before ; the others were fcattered among the Matlatzin-

eas and Tlafcalans, and in other provinces of the kingdom, preferving

even down to our times, their primitive language in the infular colo-

nies, though fufrounded by other nations. We are not, however, to

conclude, that the whole nation was then brought to a ftate of civil

life, as a great part, and poffibly the moft numerous, were ftill left

together with the Chechemecas in the condition of favages. The

barbarians of both nations, which were confounded together by the

Spaniards, under the name of Chechemecas, made themfelves famous

by their invafions, and were not finally fubdued by the Spaniards until

the feventeenth century. The Otomies have always been reputed the

moft rude nation of Anahuac, not more from the difficulty every body

finds in underftanding their language than their fervile ftate of life j

as even in the time of the Mexican kings they were treated as flaves.

Their language is very difficult and full of afpirations, which they

make partly in the throat, partly in the nofe ; but otherwife it is fuf-

ficiently copious and expreflive. Anciently they were renowned for

their dexterity in the chace ; at pfefent they trarfick in coarfe cloths

for the drefs of the other Indians.

(.v) Boturini conjectures, that the Qlmecas, when driven from their country, went to th,?

Antilles, or Caribbee Iflands, and Sputh America. This is no more than conjeaure.

The
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The nation of the Tarafcas occupied the vaft, rich, and pleafant

country of Michuacan, where they multiplied confiderably, and fettled

many cities and an infinite number of villages. Their kings were ri-

vals of the Mexicans, and had frequent wars with them. Their ar-

tifts excelled, or vied with thofe of other nations j at leaft after the

conquer! of Mexico : the belt. Mofaic works were made in Michuacan,

and there only this valuable art was preferved unto our time. The

Tarafcas were idolatrous, but not fo cruel as the Mexicans in their

wormip. Their language is copious, fweet, and fonorous. They

make frequent ufe of the foft R j their fyllables, for the moft part,

confift of a fingle confonant, and a fingle vowel. Befides the natural

advantage of their country, the Tarafcas had the good fortune to have

D. Vafca di Quiroga for their nrfl bifhop, one of the moil diftin-

o-uifhed prelates Spain has produced, worthy of being compared with

the ancient fathers of the church, and whofe memory was preferved

freih unto our time, and will laft perpetually among thefe people.

The country of Michuacan, which is one of the fineft of the New

World, was annexed to the crown of Spain by the free and fponta-

neous a£t of its lawful fovereign, without cofting the Spaniards a drop

of blood, although it is probable that the recent example of the ruin

of the Mexican empire, intimidated and impelled that monarch to fuch

a conceffion (y).

The Mazahuas were once a part of the nation of the Otomies, as

the languages of both nations are but different dialects of the fame

tono-ue 3 but this diverfity between two nations fo jealous of preferv-

ing their idioms uncorrupted, is a clear argument of the great anti-
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( y) Boturini fays, that the Mexicans finding thcmfelves befieged by the Spaniards, fent

an embafly to the king of Michuacan, to procure his alliance ; that he afiembled an hun-

dred thoufand Tarafcas, and as many Teochechemecas, in the province of Avalos ; but that,

bein"- intimidated by certain vifions which his lifter had, who was once dead but returned to

life ao-aln, he difcharged the army, arid abandoned the undertaking of fuccouring the -Mexi-

cans, °as he had intended. But all this account is a firing of fables. As far as we know,

no author of that age makes mention of fuch an event. Whence came thefe hundred

thoufand Teochechemecas, who were fo quickly afiembled ? Why was the army collected

in the province moft diftant from Mexico ? Who has ever feen the king of France order his

troops to be afiembled in Flanders, to fuccour fome city of Spain ? The refurrection of

the princefs is a fable founded on the memorable occurrence, refpefring the filler of Monte-

zuma, of which we fljall fpeak hereafter.

y L. 1. p quIty
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quity of their feparation. The principal places which, they inhabited

were on the weftern mountains of the vale of Mexico, and formed the

province of Mazahuacan, belonging to the crown of Tacuba.

The Matlatzincas made a considerable Hate in the fertile vale of

Toluca ; and, however great, anciently, their reputation was for bra-

very, they were, notwithstanding, fubjecled to the crown of Mexico,

by king Axayacatl.

The Miztecas and Zapotecas peopled the vail countries of their

name, to the fouth-eaft of Tezcuco. The numerous ftates into which

thefe two countries were divided, continued a long time under feveral

lords or rulers of the fame nations, until they were fubdued by the

Mexicans. Thofe nations were civilized and induftrious; they had

their laws, exercifed the arts of the Mexicans, and made ufe of the

fame method to compute time, and the fame paintings to perpetuate

the memory of events, in which they reprefented the creation of the

world, the univerfal deluge, the confufion of tongues ; although the

whole was intermixed with various fables fz). Since the conqueft, the

Miztecas and Zapotecas have been the moft induflrious people of

New Spain. While the commerce of filk lafted, they were the feeders

of the worms -, and to their labours is owing all the cochineal, which

for many years, until the prefent time, has been imported from Mexi-

co into Europe.

The Chiapanefe have been the nrft peoplers of the New World, if

we give credit to their traditions. They fay that Votan, the grandfon

of that refpectable old man who built the great ark to fave himfelf and

family from the deluge, and one of thofe who undertook the building

of that lofty edifice which was to reach heaven, went, by exprefs com-

mand of the Lord, to people that land. They fay alfo that the firft

peoplers came from the quarter of the North, and that when they

arrived at Soconufco, they feparated, fome going to inhabit the country

of Nicaragua, and others remaining in Chiapan. This country, as

hiftorians fay, was not governed by a king, but by two military chiefs,

elected by priefts. Thus they remained until they were fubjecled by

( z) See the work of Fra Gregorio Garzia Domlnicano, entitled, the Origin of the Indians,

in book v, chap. 4. concerning the mythology of the Miztecas.

the
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the laft kings of Mexico to that crown. They made the fame ufc of BOoni

paintings as the Mexicans, and had the fame method of computing
w

time; but the figures with which they reprefented days, years, and

months, were totally different.

Of the Cohuixcas, the Cuitlatecas, the Jopas, the Mazatecas, the

Popolocas, the Chinantecas, and the Totonacas, we know nothing of

the origin, nor the time when they arrived in Anahuac. We mail lay

foinething of their particular cuftoms when ever it will illuilrate the

hiftory of the Mexicans. - ',
. w

But of all the nations which peopled the region of Anahuac, the ^^;
moft renowned and the raoft fignalized in the hiftory of Mexico, were atlaps.

thofe vulgarly called the Nahuatlacas. This name, the etymology of

which we have explained, in the beginning of this hiftory, was prin-

cipally given to thofe feven nations, or rather thofe feven tribes of the

fame nation, who arrived in that country after the Chechemecas, and

peopled the little iflands, banks, and boundaries of the Mexican lakes.

Thefe tribes were the Sochimilcas, the Chalchefe, the Tapanecas, the

Colhuas,the Tlahuicas, the Tlafcalans, and the Mexicans. The origin

of all thefe tribes was the province of Aztlan, from whence came the

Mexicans, or from fome other contiguous to it, and peopled with the

fame nation. All hiftorians reprefent them as originally of one and

the fame country : all of them fpoke the fame language. The dif-

ferent names by which they have been known, were taken from the

places which they fettled, or from thofe in which they eftabliihed

themfelves. »•

.

The Sochimilcas derived their name from the great city Xochimilco

which they founded on the fouthern more of the lake of fweet water

or Chalco ;
the Chalchefe, from the city of Chalco, upon the eaftern

more of the fame lake; the Colhuas, from Colhuacan j the Mexicans,

from Mexico; the Tlafcalans, from Tlafcala ; and the Tlahuicas, from

the land where they eftabliihed themfelves ; which, from its abounding

in cinnabar, was called Vahuican (a). The Tepanecas poffibly had

{£) riahukl, is the Mexican name of cinnabar; and Thbukan means the place or country

of Cinnabar. Some authors call them Tlalhukas, and derive the name from a place of that

land called Tlalbuk ; but befides that we never heard of fuch a place, the name does not ap-

nea* conforming with the language.
,

p 2 their



io3 HISTORY OF MEXICO.
^OOKJI' their name from a place called Tepan (b), where they had been before

they fettled their famous city Azcapozalco.

It is beyond a doubt that thefe tribes did not arive together in that

country, but at different times, and in the order we have mentioned

;

but there is a great difference among hiftorians refpe&ing the precife time

of their arrival in Anahuac. We are perfuaded, for the reafons fet

forth in our differtations, that the firft. fix tribes arrived under conduct

of the fix lords who made their appearance immediately after the

Chechemecas, and there was not fo great an interval as Acofta fuppofes,

between their arrival and that of the Mexicans.

The Colhuas, whom in general the Spanifh hiftorians confound with
the Acolhuas, from the affinity of their names, founded the fmall mo-
narchy of Colhuacan, which was annexed afterwards to the crown of
Mexico, by the marriage of a princefs, heirefs of that ftate, with a

kin a: of Mexico.

The Tepanecas had alfo their petty kings, among whom the firft

was prince Acolhuatzin, after having married the daughter of Xolotl.

His defcendants ufurped, as we fhall relate, the kingdom of Acol-

huacan, and governed all that country, until the arms of the Mexicans,

joined with thofe of the true heir of Acolhuacan, deftroyed both the

tyrant and monarchy of Tepaneca.

The Tlafcalans, whom Torquemada and other authors call Teoche-

chemecas, and confider as a tribe of the f72J Chechemecan nation,

eftablifhed

(e) Several authors call them T'ecpanecas ; "both are Mexican. Tecpanecatl means the inha-

bitant of the palace ; TepanecatI, inhabitant of a Jlony place. Others give it a very violent ety-

mology.

(c) Torquemada, not only fays that the Tlafcalans were Teochechemecas, but likewife

affirms, in lib. iii. cap. ro. that thefe Teochechemecas, tvere Otomies. If the Tlafcalans were
Otomies, why did they not fpeak the language of the Otomies ? And if they ever did fpeak

it, why did they give it up for the Mexican ! Where is there an inftance of a free nation

abandoning its own native language, to adopt that of its enemies ? Nor is it lefs incredible

that the Chechemecas were Otomies, as the above author fuppofes, although in lib. i.

cap. 2. he affirms the contrary. Who forced the Chechemecas to give up their primitive

language ? He only who -was unacquainted with the character of thefe nations, and knew
not how conftant they were in retaining their national language, could be capable of per-

fuading us that the Chechemecas, by their communication and alliance with the Acolhuas,

abandoned the language of the Otomies for the Mexican. If the true Otomies have not,

during fo many ages, altered their idiom, neither under the dominion of the Mexicans, nor

Ufider that of the Spaniards, how is it credible that the Chechemecas fliould entirely change

their

I

S icT. XVI.
Tiie Tlafca-

lans.
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eftabliihed themfelves, originally, in Poyaubtlan, a place fituated on BOOK U
the eaftern more of the lake of Tezcuco, between the court and the

village of Chemalhuacan. There they lived for fome time in great

mifery, fupporting themfelves folely by the chace, on account of the

want of arable foil ; but being multiplied in their numbers, and defirous

of extending the boundaries of their territory, they drew upon them-

felves the hatred of the furrounding nations. The Sochimilcas, the

Colhuas, the Tepanecas, and probably alfo the Chalchefe, who, by being

borderers on them, were moft expofed to injury, made a league toge-

ther, and equipped a confiderable army to drive fuch dangerous fettlers

from the vale of Mexico. The Tlafcalans, whom the confcioufnefs

of their ufurpations, kept always vigilant, came well arrayed for an en-

counter. The battle was one of the moft bloody and memorable

which appears in the hiftory of Mexico. The Tlafcalans, though in-

ferior in number, made fuch a flaughter of the enemy, that they left

the field covered with cavcafes, and a part of the lake on the border

of which they had engaged, tinged with blood. Notwithstanding

they came off fo glorioufly in this battle, they determined to abandon

that quarter, being well perfuaded that while they remained there they

would be daily harrafTed by their neighbours j for which reafon having

reviewed the whole country by means of their emifTaries, and finding no

fituation where they could jointly eftablifli themfelves, they agreed to

feparate, one part of them going towards the South, the other to the

North. The latter, after a ihort journey, fettled themfelves, with the

permiffion of the Chechemecan king, in Tollantzinco, and in Quauh-

their language, being maflers of that country, and occupying the throne of Acolhuacarc

from the time of Xolotl the founder of that kingdom, until the conqueft of Mexico. I do

not doubt, however, that the proper language of the ancient Chechemecas. was the fame

with that of the Acolhuas and Nahuatlacas, that is, the Mexican. I am of the fame opinion

reflecting the Toltecas, whatever other authors may fay ; nor can I, after the molt diligent

ftudy of hiftory, alter my fentiments. We know that the names of the places from whence

the Toltecas and Chechemecas came, and of thofe which they fettled in Anahuac, of the

perfons of both nations, and of the years which they ufed, were Mexican. We know that

the Toltecas and Chechemecas, the Chechemecas and Acolhuas, from the firft had communi-

cation with each other, and underftood each other reciprocally without an interpreter. The

Mexican language having fpread as far as Nicaragua, is not to be afcribed to any thing

elfe than the difperfion of the Toltecas who fpoke it; as it is known that the Nahuatlacas

ever went beyond Chiapan. In ftiort, we find nothing to fuppon the contrary opinion, al-

though it is fo common among our hiflorians,

,

ciimanco
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BOOK II. chinanco. The former travelling round the great volcano Popocate-

pec, through Tetella and Tochimilco, founded the city of Quauhque-

chollan, in the neighbourhood of Atrifco; and fome, proceeding Hill

farther, founded Amaliuhcan, and other villages ; and thus extended

themfelves as far as Poyauhtecatl or the mountain Orizaba, to which

they probably gave fuch a name in memory of the place in the vale

of Mexico which they had quitted.

But the moft numerous and refpe&able part of the tribe, directed

their way by Cholula to the borders of the great mountain Matlalcueye,

from whence they drove the Olmecas and Xicaliancas, the ancient in-

habitants of that country, and flew their king Colopechtli. Here

they eftablifhed themfelves under a chief, named ColhuatateuSili,

contriving to fortify themfelves alfo, to be the more able to refift the

neighbouring people if they mould incline to attack them. In fadt

it was not long before the Huexozincas and other people, who knew

of the bravery and number of their new neighbours, fearing they

would, in time, become troublefome, levied a great army to expel

them wholly from the country. The attack was fo fudden, that the

Tlafcalans were forced to retreat to the top of that great mountain :

finding themfelves there in the greateft perplexity, they fent ambafladors

to implore the protection of the Chechemecan king, and obtained from

him a large body of troops. The Huexozincas not having forces

fufficient to contend with the royal army, applied for afliftance to the

Tepanecas, who they believed would not let pafs fo fair an opportu-

nity of revenging themfelves ; but the tragic event of Pofauhtlan was

ftill in their memories, and although they fent troops, thefe were en-

joined not to do hurt to the Tlafcalans ; and the Tlafcalans themfelves

were advifed not to efteem them as enemies, but to reft confident

that that nation was not fent for any other purpofe than to deceive

the Huexozincas, and not to difturb the harmony which fubfifted be-

tween them and the Tepanecas. By the aid of the Tezcucans, and the

perfidious inaction of the Tepanecas, the Huexozincas were defeated,

and obliged to return to their ftate in difgrace. The Tlafcalans being-

freed fi-om fo great a danger, and having made peace with their neigh-

bours, returned to their firft eftablifhment, to continue their fettlement

gnd population..

Such
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Such was the origin of the famous city and republic of Tlafcala, the BOOK II'

perpetual rival of the Mexicans, and occafion of their ruin. At firft

they all obeyed one chief; but afterwards when their population was

coriiiderably advanced, the city was parted into four divilions, called

Tepeticpac, Ocotelolco, ^uiahuiztlan, and T^izatlan. Every division had

its lord, to whom all the places dependent on fuchdivifion were like-

wife fubject ; fo that the whole ftate was compofed of four fmall mo-
narchies ; but thefe four lords, together with other nobles of the firf!

rank, formed a kind of ariftocracy for the general ftate. This diet or

fenate was the umpire of war and peace. It prefcribed the number
of troops which were to be raifed, and the generals who were to com-
mand them. In the ftate, although it was circumfcribed, there were

many cities and large villages, in which, in 1520, there were more
than one hundred and fifty thoufand houfes, and more than five hun-
dred thoufand inhabitants. The diftrict of the republic was fortified

on the weflern quarter with ditches and entrenchments, and on the

ear! with a wall fix miles in length ; towards the fouth it was, by na-

ture, defended by the mountain Matlalcueye, and by other mountains,

on the north.

The Tlafcalans were -warlike, courageous, and jealous of their ho-
nour and their liberty. They preferved, for a long time, the fplendor

of their republic, in fpite of the oppofition they fuffered from their

enemies ; until at length, being in confederacy with the Spaniards

againf! their ancient rivals the Mexicans, they were involved in the

common ruin. They were idolatrous, and as fuperftitious and cruel

in their form of worfhip as the Mexicans . Their favourite deity was
Camaxt/e, the fame which was worfhipped by the Mexicans, under

the name of Huitzilopocbtli. Their arts were the fame as thofe of
other neighbouring nations. Their commerce confifted principally in

maize and cochineal. From the abundance of maize the name of
Tlafcallan was given to the capital, which means the place of bread.

Their cochineal was efteemed above any other, and, after the conquer!,

brought yearly to the capital a revenue of two hundred thoufand
crowns ; but they entirely abandoned this commerce, for reafons we
mall mention elfewhere.

The
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try of Ana
huac.

BOOK II. The Aztecas or Mexicans, who were the laft people who fettled in

b—"^Y^fi Anahuac, and are the chief fubjeift of our hiftory, lived until about the

Migration of year 1 160 of the vulgar era, in Aztlan, a country fituated to the north

tothecoun"
S

of the gulf of California, according to what appears from the route they

purfued in their migration, and the conclufions made by the Spaniards

in their travels towards thefe countries (d). The caufe of abandoning

their native country may have been the fame which other nations had.

But whatever it was, it will not be altogether ufelefs to leave to the

free judgment of the reader that which the Mexican historians them-

felves relate of the birth of fueh a refolution.

There was, fay they, among the Aztecas, a perfon of great autho-

rity called "Huitzitoiiy to whofe opinion all paid great deference. This

perfon exerted himfeif, though it is not known for what reafon,

to perfuade his countrymen to change their country, and while he

was meditating on his purpofe, he heard once, by accident, a little

bird linging on the branches of a tree, whofe notes imitated the Mexi-

can word 'Tihui, which means, let us go. This appeared a favourable

opportunity to obtain his wi£h of his countrymen. Taking, therefore,

another refpedable perfon with him, he conducted him to that tree

where the little bird ufed to fing, and thus addreiTed him :
" Do you

*' not attend, my friend Tecpaltzin, to what this little bird fays,

ii Tihui Tihui, which it repeats every moment to us ; what can it

" mean, but that we mult leave this country and find ourfelves an-

" other ? Without doubt, it is the warning of fome fecret divinity who
" watches over our welfare : let us obey, therefore, his voice, and
*"' not draw his anger upon us by a refufal." Tecpaltzin gave full af-

fent to this interpretation, either from his opinion of the wifdom of

Huitziton, or becaufe he was likewife prepoffefTed with the fame de-

(J) In our dinertations we fpeak of thefe travels from New Mexico towards the North. Be-

tancourt makes mention of them in part ii. tratt. i. cap. 10. of his Tcatro Mejficano. This

author makes Aztlan two thoufand feven hundred miles diftant from Mexico. Boturini fays,

Aztlan was a province of Afia. But I do not know what reafons he had for fo lingular an

opinion. In feveral charts, published in the fifteenth century, this province appears fituated

to the north of the gulf of California, and I do not doubt that it is to be found in that quar-

ter, though at a diftance from the gulf, as the diftance mentioned by Betanceurt feems very

probable.

fire,
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fire. Two perfons, fo refpedable having agreed in fentime'nt, they ^o
were not long in drawing the body of the nation over to their party.

Although we do not give credit to fuch an account, it does not,

however, appear altogether improbable; as it is not difficult for a.per-

fon who is reputed wife, to perfuade an ignorant and a fuperftitious

people, through motives of religion, to whatever he pleafes. It would

be a much harder talk to perfuade us of what the Spanifh hiftorians

p-enerally report, that the Mexicans fet out on their migration, by ex-

press command of the demon. The good hiftorians of the fixteenth

century, and thofe who have copied them, fuppofe it altogether un-

queftionable that
' the demon had continual and familiar commerce

with all the idolatrous nations of the New World; and fcarcely recount,

an event of hiilory, of which they do not make him the author. But

however certain they may be, that the malignity of thofefpirits impell'them

to do all the hurt they can to man, and that they have Jhewn themfelves

fometimes in vifibk forms to feduce them, efpecially to thofe who have not,

by regeneration, entered into the bofom of the church ; it is not, however,

to be imagined that fuch apparitions were fo very frequent, or that their

intercourfe was fo familiar with the above mentioned nations as thefe

hiftorians believe ; the Supreme Power who watches, with benign pro-

vidence, over all his creatures, commits to any fuch enemies of the hu-

man race no powers to hurt it. Our readers, therefore, who may have

read of like events in other authors, ought not to wonder if they do

not find us equally credulous. We are not difpofed to afcribe any

eftedt to the demon, on the bare teftimony of fome Mexican hiftorians,

as they may eafily have fallen into errors, from the fuperftitious ideas

with which their minds v/ere darkened, or the impofitions of priefts

that are common among idolatrous nations.

The migration of the Aztecas, however, which is certain, whatever

might have been their motive for undertaking it, happened, as near as

Ave can conjecture, about the year 1160 of the vulgar era. Torque-

mada lays he has obferved an arm of the fea (V), or a great river, repre-

fented

(c) I believe this pretended arm of the fea is no other than the reprefentation of the uni-

vcrfal deluge, painted in the Mexican piflures before the beginning of their migration, as ap-

pears from the copy, publifhed by Gemelli, of a picture fhewn to him by the celebrated Dote

Vol. I. CL Siguenza.

K H.
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êntec* m all tne ancient paintings of this migration. If any river was
ever reprefented in fuch paintings, it muft have been the Colorado

or Red River, which discharges itfelf into the gulf of California, in lati-

tude 324, as this is the moft confiderable river of thofe which lie in the

route they travelled. Having palled, therefore, the Red River from be-

yond the latitude of 35, they proceeded towards the fouth-eaft, as far

as the river Gila, where they flopped for fome time ; for at prefent

there are frill remains to be feen of the great edifices built by them on
the borders of that river. From thence having refumed their courfe

towards the S. S. E. they flopped in about 29 degrees of latitude, at a

place which is more than two hundred and fifty miles diftant from the

city of Chihuahua, towards the N. N. W. This place is known by

the name of Cafe grandi, on account of an immenfe edifice frill ex-

iting, which, agreeable to the univerfal tradition of thefe people, was

built by the Mexicans in their peregrination. This edifice is con-

tracted on the plan of thofe of New Mexico, that is, confining of

three floors with a terrace above them, and without any entrance to

the under floor. The door for entrance to the building is on the fe-

cond floor, fo that a fcaling ladder is neceffary ; and the inhabitants of

New Mexico build in this manner, in order to be lefs expofed to the

attack of their enemies; putting out the fcaling ladder only for thofe

to whom they give admimon into their houfe. No doubt the Aztecas

had the fame motive for railing their edifice on this plan, as every mark

of a fortrefs is to be obferved about it, being defended on one fide by a

lofty mountain, and the reft of it being furrounded by a wall about {even.

feet thick, the foundations of which are frill exifting. In this fortrefs

there are ftones as large as mill-ftones to be feen ; the beams of the

roof are of pine, and well finifhed. In the centre of this varf fa-

bric is a little mount made on purpofe, by what appears, to keep

guard on, and obferve the enemy. There have been fome ditches

formed in this place, and feveral kitchen utenfils have been found,

Siguenza. Boturini alleges this arm of the fea to be the gulf of California, as he is per-

fuaded that the Mexicans paffed from Aztlan to California, and from thence croffing the gulf
tranfported themfelves to Culiacan : but there being remains found of the buildings conftnu'ted

by the Mexicans in their migration, on the river Gila, and in Pimeria, and not in California,

there is no reafon to believe that they crofled the fea, but came by land to Culiacan.

fuch
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fuch as earthen pots, diflies, and jars, and little looking-glaffcs of the BOOKn.

ftone Itztli ffj.

From hence, traverfing the fleep mountains of Tarahumara, and

directing their courfe towards the fouth, they reached Huiecolhuacan,

at prefent called Culiacan, a place fituated on the gulf of California, in

244. deg. of latitude, where they flopped three years (g). Here it is

probable, that they built houfes and cottages to dwell in, and fowed

fuch feeds for their food as they carried with them, and ufually did in

every place where they flayed any confiderable time. There they

formed a ftatue of wood reprefenting Huitzilopochtli the tutelar deity

of the nation, that he might accompany them in their travel, and

made a chair of reeds and rallies to tranfport it which they called

Teoicpalli, or chair of God. They chofe priefts who were to carry him on

their moulders, four at a time, to whom they gave the name of Teotla-

maca%que, or fervants of God, and the a£t itfelf of carrying him was

called Teomama, that is to carry God on one's back.

From Huiecolhuacan journeying for many days towards the eaft, they

came to Chicomoztoc, where they flopped. Hitherto all the feven

tribes had travelled in a body together : but here they feparated, and

the Xochimilcas, the Tepanecas, the Chalchefe, the Tlahuicas, and

the Tlafcalans proceeding onwards, left the Mexicans there with their

idol. Thofe nations fay the feparation was made by exprefs command

of their God. There is little doubt that fome difagreement among

themfelves was the occaiion of it. The iituation of Chicomoztoc,

where the Mexicans ibjourned nine years, is not known; but it ap-

pears to be that place twenty miles diflant from the city of Zacatecas

towards the fouth where there are flill fome remains of an immenfe

edifice, which, according to the tradition of the Zacatecas, the ancient

inhabitants of that country, was the work of the Aztecas in their

/ f) Thefe are the reports I received from two perfoas who had feen the Cafe grandi. We

fliould wifh to have a plan of their Form and dimenuoris ;
but now it would be very difficult to

be obtained, the whole of that country being depopulated by thefunous mcurhons of the Apa-

chas and other barbarous nations. .

( o) The 11 ay of the Aztecas in Huicolhuacan, is agreeable to the tefhmony of all hiftonans

as well as their feparation at Chicomoztoc. There is a tradition among the northern people of

rtrir paffao-e through Tarahumara. Near to Naiarit there are trenches found which were

, made by the Cori, to defend themfelves from the Mexicans in their route from Kueicolhuacan

jc Chicomoztoc.

Q^2 migra-
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book II. migration; and it certainly cannot be afcribed to any other people *

the Zapatecas themfelves being fo barbarous as neither to live in houfes

nor to know how to build them. Their being reduced to a fmalier

number by the difmemberment of the other tribes, may probably have
been the reafon that the Mexicans undertook no other buildings of
that kind in their peregrination. Proceeding from the country of the
Zacatecas towards the fouth, through Arnica, Cocula, and Zayula,

they defcended into the maritime province of Colima, and from thence
to Zacatula ; where turning to the eaflward, they afcended to Mali-
nalco, a place fituated in the mountains which furround the vallev

of Toluca (h), and afterwards taking their courfe towards the north,

in the year 1 196 they arrived at the celebrated city of Tula fij.

In their journey from Chicomoztoc to Tula, they flopped a while
in Coatlicomac, where the tribe was divided into two factions, which
became perpetual rivals, and alternately perfecuted each other. This
difcord was occafioned, as they fay, by two bundles which miracu-

loufly appeared in the midft of their camp. Some of them advanc-

ing to the firfl bundle to examine it, found in it a precious ftone,

on which a great conteft arofe, each claiming to poffefs it as a prefent

from their god. Going afterwards to open the other bundle they found

nothing but two pieces of wood. At firfl fight they undervalued them,

as things which were ufelefs, but being made acquainted, by the wife.

Huitziton, of the fervice they could be of in producing fire, they

prized them more than the precious ftone. They who appropriated to

themfelves the gem were thofe, who, after the foundation of Mexico
called themfelves Tlatelolcas, from the place which they fettled near

to that city ; they who took the pieces of wood were thofe who in fu-

ture bore the name of Mexicans, or Tenochcas. This account how-
ever cannot be confidered in any other light than as a moral fable, to

(1) It is evident from the manufcripts of P. Giovanni Tobar, a Jefuit exceedingly verfed

in the antiquities of thofe nations, that the Mexicans paffed through Michuacan, and this

could only be by Colima and Zacatula, which probably then belonged to the kingdom, as

they now belong to the ecclefialtical diocefs of Michuacan ; becaufe if they had performed

their journey any other way to Tula, they would not have touched at Malinalco.

(i) The epoch of the arrival of the Mexicans at Tula in 1 196, is confirmed by a manu-
script hiftory in Mexican, cited by Eoturini, and in this point of chronology other authors

a"Tee.

teach
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teach that in all things the ufeful is' preferable to- the beautiful. Not-
:

vvithftanding this diffention both parties travelled always together for

their imaginary interefl in the protection of their god (kj.

It ought not to exeite wonder that the Aztecas made fo great a cir-

cuit, and journeyed upwards of a thoufand miles more than v/as ne-

ceffary, to 'reach Anahuac: as they had no limits prefcribed to their

travel, and were in quell of a country where they might enjoy all the

conveniences of life : neither is it furprifing that in fome places they

ereded large fabrics, as it is probable, they coniidered every place

where they flopped the boundary of their peregrination. Several

fituations appeared to them at firft, proper for their eftabliiliment,

which they afterwards abandoned, from experience of inconveniences

they had not forefeen. Wherever they flopped they raifed an altar to

their God, and at their departure left all their lick behind ;
and, proba-

bly, fome others, who were to take care of them, and perhaps alfp,.

fome who might be tired of fuch long pilgrimages, and unwilling to

encounter frefh fatigues.

In Tula they flopped nine years, and afterwards eleven years in-

other places not far diftant, until, in 1 216, they arrived at Zumpanco,

a considerable city in the vale of Mexico. Tochpanecatl, lord of this-

city, received them with Angular humanity, and not contenting hini-

felf with granting them commodious dwellings, and regaling them

plentifully i but becoming attached to them from long and familiar inter-

courfe, he demanded from the chiefs of the nation, fome noble virgin-

for a wife to his fon IlhuitcatL The Mexicans obliged by fuch proofs-

of regard prefented Tlacapantzin to him, who was foon after mar-

ried to that illuftrious youth ; and from them, as will appear, the Mexi-

can kings defcended.

After remaining feven years in Zampanco, they went together with

the youth Ilhuicatl to Tizayocan, a city a little diftant from it, where

Tlacapantzin bore a fon, named after Huitzilihuitl, and at the fame time

they gave away another virgin to Xochiatzin, lord of Quauhtitlan. From

Tizayecan they paffed to Tolpetlac and Tepeyacac, where, at prefent,

(i) It is not to be doubted that the fiory of the packets is merely a fable'; as the Aztecr.3

knew, fome centuries before, how to produce fire from two pieces of wood, by fndhon.-

» lies
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lies the village and renowned fanftuary of the Holy Virgin of Guada-
loupe, places all fituated on the borders of the lake of Tezcuco, and
near the fite of Mexico, in which they continued for twenty-two years.

As foon as the Mexicans appeared in that country, they were review-
ed by order of Xolotl then reigning ; who, having nothing to fear, per-
mitted them to eftablim themfelves wherever they could : but thofe in

Tepeyacac finding themfelves harrafled by Tenaucacakzin, a Cheche-
mecan lord, they were forced, in 1 245, to retire to Chapoltepec, a moun-
tain fituated on the weftern border of the lake, hardly two miles di-

ftant from the fite of Mexico, in the reign of Nopaltzin, and not of
Quinatzin, as Torquemada and Boturini imagine (/).

The perfections which they fuffered in this place from fome lords,

and particularly from the lord of Xaltocan, made them, at the end of
feventeen years, abandon it, to feek a more fecure afylum in Acocolcs,

which confifts of a number of fmall iflands at the fouthern extremity of
the lake. There for the fpace of fifty-two years they led the moil refer-
able life; they fubfifted on fiflb, and all forts of infecls, and the roots of
the marines, and covered themfelves with the leaves of the amoxtli which
grows plentifully in that lake, having wore out all their garments, and
finding no means there of fupplying themfelves with others. Their
habitations were wretched huts, made of the reeds and ru flies which the
lake produced. It would be totally incredible that for fo many years
they were able to keep in exigence in a place fo disadvantageous, where
they were io Hinted in the neceilaries of life, was it not verified by their

hiftorians and fucceeding events.

But in the midft of their miferies they were free, and liberty al-

leviated in fome degree their diftrefies. In 1314, however, fiavery

v/as added to their other diftrefies. Hiftorians differ in opinion con-
cerning this event. Some fay, that the petty king of Colhuacan, a
city not far diftant from Acocolco, not willing to fuffer the Mexi-
cans to maintain themfelves in his territories without paying him tri-

bute, made open war upon them, and having fubdued, enflaved them.

( /) Quinatzin fuppofing to have been reigning at that time, the reign of him and his
fucceffor rmifl have comprehended a fpace of an hundred and fixty-one yeans and upwards ;

'

if the chronology of Torquemada is adopted, who fuppofes Quinatzin reigning until the time
at which the Mexicans entered the vale of Mexico. See our Differtations.

Others
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Others affirm, that this petty king fent an embaffy to them, to in- BOO KIT,

form them that having companion for the miferable life which they led

in thofe iflaiids, he was willing to grant them a better place where they

might live more comfortably ; and that the Mexicans, who wiflied for

nothing more ardently, accepted inftantly the favour, and gladly quitted

their difagreeable fituation 5 but they had fcarcely fet out when they were

attacked by the Colhuas and taken prifoners. Which ever way it was,

it is certain, that the Mexicans were carried (laves to Tizapan, a place

belonging to the ftate of Colhuacan.

After fome years flavery, a war arofe between the Colhuas and Xo-

chimilcas their neighbours, with fuch difadvantage to the former, that

they were worried in every engagement. The Colhuas, being afflicted

with thefe repeated lories, were forced to employ their prifoners whom

they ordered to prepare for war ; but they did not provide them with

the necefTary arms, either becaufe thefe had been exhaufled in pre-

ceding battles, or becaufe they left them at liberty to accoutre them-

felves as they chofe. The Mexicans being perfuaded that this was

a favourable occafion to win the favour of their lord, refolved to ex-

ert every effort of their bravery. They armed themfelves with long

ftout ftaves, the points of which they hardened in the fire,, not only

to be ufed againft the enemy, but to aiTi ft them in leaping from

one bum to another if it mould prove neceffary, as, in fact, they had

to combat in the water. They made themfelves knives of itzli, and

targets or fhields of reeds wove together. It was agreed among

them, that they were not to employ themfelves as it was ufual in

making prifoners, but to content themfelves with cutting off an ear,

and leaving the enemy without further hurt. With this difpofition

they went out to battle, and while the Colhuas and Xochimilcas were

engaged, either by land on the borders of the lake, or by water in their

mips, the Mexicans rallied furiouily on the enemy, affifted by their

ftaves in the water ; cut off the ears of thofe whom they encountered,

and put them in a baiket which they carried for that purpofe; but when

they could not effect this from the ftruggles of the enemy, they killed

them. By the affiftance of the Mexicans, the Colhuas obtained fo

complete a victory that the Xochimilcas not only abandoned the field*

but
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but afraid even to remain' in their city, they took refuge in the moun-

tains.

This action having ended with fo much glory, according to the cuftom

of thofe nations, the foldiers of the Colhuas prefented themfelves with

their prifoners before their general ; as the bravery of the foldiers was

not eftimated by the number of enemies which were left dead on the

field, but of thofe who were made prifoners alive, and {hewn to the

general. It cannot be doubted, that this was a rational fentiment, and

a' practice conformable to humanity. If the prince can vindicate his

rights, and repel force without killing his enemies, humanity demands

that life mould be preferved. If we are to take utility into our confide-

ration, a Gain enemy cannot hurt, neither can he ferve us, but from a

prifoner we may derive much advantage without receiving any harm.

If we confider glory, it requires a greater effort to deprive an enemy

folely of his liberty, than to wreft his life from him in the heat of

conteft. The Mexicans were likewife called upon to make the fhew of

their prifoners ; but not having a fmgle one to prefent, as the only

four which they had taken were kept concealed for a particular pur-

pofe ; they were reproached as a cowardly race by the general and the

foldiers of the Colhuas. Then the Mexicans holding out their bafkets

full of ears, faid, " Behold from the number of ears which we pre-

" fent, you may judge of the number of prifoners we might have

*'" brought if we had inclined ; but we were unwilling to lofe time in

s < binding them that we might accelerate your victory." The Colhuas

remained awed and abafned, and began to conceive apprehenfions from

the prudence as well as from the courage of their llaves.

The Mexicans having returned to the place of their refidence which,

as appears, was at that time Huitzolopochco, they erected an altar to their

tutelary god ; but being defirous at the dedication of it to make an offer-

in °- of fomething precious they demanded fomething of their lord for that

purpofe. He fent them in difdain, in a dirty rag of coarfe cloth, a vile

dead bird, with certain filth about it, which was carried by the priefts of

the Colhuas, who having laid it upon the altar without any falutation, re-

tired. Whatever indignation the Mexicans felt from fo unworthy an infult,

referving their revenge for another occafion, inftead of fuch filth they

placed



HISTORY OF MEXICO. 121

placed upon the altar a knife of itzli, and an odoriferous herb. The B
V^£J^

day of confecration being arrived, the petty king of Colhua, and his

nobility, failed not to be prefent, not to do honour to the feftival,

but to make a mockery of his (laves . The Mexicans began this function

with a folemn dance, in which they appeared in their beft garments,

and while the byflanders were moft fixed in attention, they brought

out the four Xochimilca prifoners, whom they had till then kept con-

cealed, and after having made them dance a little, they facrificed them

upon a (lone, breaking their breaft with the knife of itzli, and tearing

out their heart, which, whilft yet warm and beating, they offered to

their god.

This human facrifice, the firft of the kind which we know to have

been made in that country, excited fuch horror in the Colhuas, that hav-

ing returned inftantly to Colhuacan, they determined to difmifs (laves

who were fo cruel, and might in future become deflrudive to the (late j on

which Coxcox, fo was the petty king named, fent orders to them to depart

immediately out of that diftrid:, and go wherever they might be moil

inclined. The Mexicans willingly accepted their difcharge from (la-

very, and directing their courfe towards the north, came to Acat%itzint~

Ian, a place fituated between two lakes, named afterwards Mexicalt-

which name is almoft the fame with that of Mexico, and waszinco.

given to it without doubt from the fame motive, as we (hall fee (hortly,

which made them give it to their capital ; but not finding in that fixa-

tion the conveniencies they defired, or being inclined to remove farther

from the Colhuas, they proceeded to Iztacalco, approaching dill nearer

to the fite of Mexico. In Iztacalco they made a little mountain of

paper, by which they probably reprefented Colhuacan (m), and fpent

a whole night in dancing around it, ringing their victory over the Xo-

chimilcas, and returning thanks to their god for having freed them

from the yoke of the Colhuas.

After having fojourned two years in Iztacalco, they came at lad

to that fituation on the lake where they were to found their city.

There they found a nopal, or opuntia, growing in a ftone, and over it

(m) The Mexicans reprefented Colhuacan in their pictures by the figure of a hunchbacked

<mountain, and the name has exactly that fignification.

Vol. I, R the



122

BOOK IT.

Sect. XIX.
Foundation

of Mexico.

HISTORY OF MEXICO.
the foot of an eagle. On this account, they gave to the place, and af-

terwards to their city, the name of Tenochtitlan (n). All, or at leaft

all the hiitorians of Mexico, fay, this was the precife mark given them

by their oracle for the foundation of their city, and relate various events

concerning it, which as they appear out of the courfe of nature, we

have omitted as being fabulous, or at leaft uncertain.

As foon as the Mexicans took poneffion of that place, they erected a

temple for their god Huitzilopochtli. The confecration of that fandtuary,

although miferable, was not made without the effufion of human blood ;

for a daring Mexican having gone out in quefl of fome animal for a

facrifice, he encountered with a Colhuan named Xomimitl ; after a

few words, the feelings of national enmity, excited them to blows

;

the Mexican was victor, and having bound his enemy carried him to

his countrymen, who facrificed him immediately, and with great ju-

bilee prefented his heart torn from his breaft on the altar, exercifmg

fuch cruelty not more for the bloody worfhip of that falfe divinity, than

the gratification of their revenge upon the Colhuas. Around the fanc-

tuary they began to build their wretched huts of reeds and rufhes, be-

ing deftitute at that time of other materials. Such was the beginning

of the city of Tenochtitlan, which in future times was to become the

court of a great empire, and the largefl and mofl beautiful city of the

new world. It was likewife called Mexico, the name that afterwards

prevailed, which denomination being taken from the name of its tute-

lar god, fignifies place of Mexitli, or Hukzikpocbtli, as he had both

thefe names (o).

The

(n) Several authors, both Spanifh and of other nations, from ignorance of the Mexican

language have altered this name ; and in their books it is read Tenoxtitlan, Temiftitan, Te-

mihtitlan, &c.

(o) There is a great difference of opinion among authors refpe&ing the etymology of the

word Mexico. Some derive it from Metzli, Moon ; becaufe they faw the moon reprefented in

that lake as the oracle had predicted. Other fay, that Mexico means upon the fountain, from

having found one of good water in that fpot ; but thefe two etymologies are too violent, and

the fir ft befides is ridiculous. I was once of opinion, that the name was Mcxicco, which means

in the center of Maguei, or trees of the Mexican aloe ; but from the ftudy of the hiftory I have

been undeceived, and am now pofitive that Mexico fignifies the place of Mexitli, or Huitzi-

lopochtli, that is, the Mars of the Mexicans, on account of the fancluary there erected to him ;

fo that Mexico with the Mexicans is entirely equivalent to Fanum Martis of the Romans
;
the

Mexicans take away the final fyllable ///, in the compounding of words of this kind. The eg

added
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The foundation of Mexico happened in the year 2. Callt, corref-

ponding with the year 1325 of the vulgar era when Quinatzm the

Chechemeca, was reigning in that country: but by changing their

fituation, the Mexicans did not fuddenly better their fortune.; for be-

in. infulated in the middle of a lake, without lands to cultivate, or

™ts to cover them, and living in conftant diftruft of their neigh-

bours they kd a life as miferable as it was in other places, where

thev had fupported themfelves folely on the animal and vegetable pro-

duce of the lake. But when urged by neceffity, of what is not human

induftry capable ? The greateft want which the Mexicans experienced

was that of ground for their habitations, as the little ifland ot Tenoch-

titlan was not fufficient for all its inhabitants. This they remedied a

little by making palifades in thofe places where the water was flial-

loweft which they terraced with ftones and turf, uniting to their pnnci-

cioal ifland feveral other fmaller ones at a little diftance. To procure

to themfelves afterwards ftone, wood, bread, and every thing neceffary

for their habitations, their clothing, and food, they applied themfelves

With the utmoft affiduity to fifhing, not only of white filh of which

we have already fpoken, but alfo of other little fifh and infcOs of the

marfhes which they made eatable, and to the catching of innumerable

kinds of birds which nocked there to feed in the water By inftitut-

inP- a traffic* with this game in the other places fituated on the bor-

ders of the lake, they obtained all they wanted.
,

'

, . n

But the gardens floating on the water which they made of the bufljes

and mud of the lake, the ftrudture and form of which we (hall elie-

where explain, discovered the greateft exertion of their induftry
;
on

thefe they fowed maize, pepper, chia, French beans, and gourds.

Thus the Mexicans paffed the firft thirteen years, giving as mucn

order and form to their fettlement as pofiible, and relieving their dn-

treffes by dint of induftry: until this period, the whole tribe had con-

tinued united, notwithstanding the difagreement of the two famous

• which had formed themfelves during their migration, This oiicoid,

which was tranfmitted from father to fon, at iaft burft violently out in

added to h is thepreponuon 'L The^"^^
of the god Mxim ; fo that Huitzilopocheo, Memcaltwco^ ^*£>**^
places Lceffivcly inhabited by the Mexicans, mean the fame t.hmg in fubftan.ee,,

R 2
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BOOK II. 1338. One of the factions not being longer able to endure the other,

refolved to feparate themfelves ; but not having it in their power to

remove fo far as their rage fuggefted, they went towards the North to
refide on a little ifland atafmall diflance, which they named Xaltilolco,

from finding a great heap of fand there, and afterwards, from a terrace

whicJi they made, Tlateloko, a name which it ftill preferves (/>). Thofe
who eftablifhed themfelves on that fmall iiland, which was afterwards

united to that of Tenocbtitlan, had, at that time, the name of Tlat-
elolcas, and thofe who remained in the firft fituation called themfelves
Tenochcas ; but we fliall call them Mexicans, as all hiftorians do,

A little before, or a little after this event, the Mexicans divided their

miferable city into four quarters,, affigning to each its tutelar god,.

befides the protecting god of the whole nation. This divifion fubfills

at prefent under the names of St. Paul, St. Sebaftian, St. John, and St.

Mary (q). In the centre of thefe quarters was the fanctuary of Huit-
zilopochtli, to whom they daily performed acts of adoration.

Sect. XXI. *n h°nour of- that falfe divinity at this period they made an abo-

man^rifke
minable &crifice which is not to be thought of without horror.,

They fent an embauy to the petty king of Colhuacan, requeuing him
to give them one of his daughters, that me might be confecrated mo-
ther of their protecting god, fignifying that it was an exprefs com-
mand of a god to exalt her to fo high a dignity. The petty king en-
ticed and infatuated by the glory which he would receive from the dei-

fication of his daughter, or intimidated by the difafters which might
await him, if he refufed the demand of a god, granted quickly all that

was requefled, efpecially as he could not well fufpect what was to hap-
pen. The Mexicans conducted the noble damfel with great triumph
to their city ; but were fcarcely arrived, as hiftorians relate, when the
demon commanded that fhe fhould be made a facrifice, and after her
death to be flayed 1 and that one of the braveft youths of the nation

(j>) The ancients reprefented Tlatelolco in their pictures by the figure of a- heap of fand..
If this had been known by thofe who undertook the interpretation of the Mexican pictures,*
which were published with the letters of Cortes at Mexico, in , 770, they would not have
called this place Tlatilolco, which name they have interpreted oven.

(q) The quarter of St. Paul was called by the Mexicans Tcopan and Xochimilcai that of Se-
bafhan, Atzacualco

;
that of St. John, Moyotlaj and that of St. Mary, CucfopaaznA Tlaauicbiu-

chcan.

mould
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fhould be cloathed with her fkin. Whether it was an order of the de- BOOK it

mon, or, what is more probable, a cruel pretence of the barbarous

priefts, all was pun&ally executed. The petty king, invited by the

Mexicans to be prefent at the apotheofis of his daughter, went to be

a fpeclator of that folemnity, and one of the worfhippers of the new

divinity. He was led into the fan&uary, where the youth flood up-

right by the fide of the idol, clothed in the bloody fkin of the victim

;

but the obfcurity of the place did not permit him to difcern what was

before him. They gave him a cenfer in his hand, and a little copal

to begin his worfhip -, but having difcovered, by the light of the flame

which the copal made, the horrible fpe&acle, his anguifh affected his

whole frame, and being tranfported with the violent effedts of it, he

ran out crying with diftradtion, and ordered his people to take re-

venge of fo barbarous a deed ; but they dared not to undertake it, as they

muft inflantly have been opprefTed by the multitude ; upon which the

father returned inconfolable to his refidence to bewail his difafter the re-

mainder of his life. His unfortunate daughter was created goddefs and

honorary mother, not only of Huitzilopochtli, but of all their gods j

which is the exadt meaning of Teteoinan, by which name fhe was af-

terwards known and worshipped. Such were the fpecimens in this

new city of that barbarous fyflem of religion, which we fhall hereafter

explain.

B O K
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of Mexico.

Foundation of the Mexican Monarchy : Events of the Mexicans under

theirfourfirjl Kings, until the Defeat of the Tepanecas and the Con-

queji of Azcapo%alco. The Bravery and illufrious Aclions of Monte

-

zuma Ilhuicamina. The Government and Death of Techotlalla, the

fifth Chechemecan King. Revolutions in the Kingdom of Acolhuacan.

Death of King Ixtlilxochitl, and the Tyrants Tezozomoc and Max-

ilaton.

v ^ / Y TNTIL the year 1352, the Mexican government was ariftocra-

/camY'"
*' ^-^ tieal > t^ie wnols nation Paying obedience to a certain body, com-

*in, firftking pofed of perfons the moft refpe&able for their nobility and wifdotm

The number of thofe who governed at the foundation of Mexico was

twenty (r) ; among whom the chief in authority was Tenoch, as ap-

pears from their paintings. The very humble itate in which they felt

themfelves, the incoriveniencies they fuffered from their neighbours,

and the example of the Chechemecas, the Tepanecas, and the Colhuas,

incited them to erect: their little ftate into a monarchy, not doubing,

that the royal authority would throw fome fplendor on the whole body

of the nation ; and nattering themfelves that in their new chief they

would have a father who would watch over the ftate, and a good ge-

neral who would defend them from the infults of their enemies. The

election fell, by common confent, on Acamapitzin, either from the ac-

clamations of the people, or the votes of fome electors, to whofe judg-

ment all were fubmiffive ; as was their mode afterwards.

Acamapitzin was one of the moft famous and prudent perfons then

livino- amongft them. He was the Ton of Opochtli, a very noble Az-

(r) The twenty lords who then governed the nation were named Tenoch, Atzln, Acacith,

Ahuexotl or Ahueiotl, Ocelopan, Xomimitl, Xiuhcac, Axoloiua, Nanacatzln, ^entzir.; Tlalala,

fzontftyayauh, Cozcatl, Tezcatl focbfan, Mimicb, Tctcpan, Tezacatl, Acobatl, and AcbitomecatL

teca,
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teca 0, and Atozoztli, a princefs of the royal family of Colhuacan (t).

On the father's fide, he took his defcent from Tochpanecatl, that lord

of Zumpanco, who fo kindly received the Mexicans when they ar-

rived at that city. He was yet unmarried ; on which account they

foon determined to demand a virgin of one of the firft families of

Anahuac, and for that purpofe fent fucceffive embaffies to the lord of

Tacuba, and the king of Azcapozalco ; but by both their pretentions

were rejected with difdain. Without defpairing from fo difgraceful a re-

fufal, they made the fame demand from Acolmi%tlii
lord of Coatlichan,

and a defcendant of one of the three Acolhuan princes, requefting him

to give them one of his daughters for their queen. ' Acolmiztli com-

plied with their requeft, and gave them his daughter Ilancueitl, whom

the Mexicans conducted triumphantly away and celebrated the nuptials

with the utmoft rejoicings.

The Tlatelolcos who, from being neighbours and rivals, were con-

ftantly obferving what was done in Tenochtitlan, that they might vie

with it in glory, and prevent their being in future oppreffed by that

1 1*7

BOOK III.

power, alfo created themfelves a king : but not efteeming it advanta-

geous that he mould be one of their own nation, they demanded of

Azcapozalco, king of the Tepaneca nation, to which lord the fite of

Tlatelolco, as well as Mexico was fubjeft, one of his fons, that he

might rule over them as their monarch, and that they might obey him

as vaflals. The king gave them his fon $uaquauhpit%ahuac, who was

Immediately crowned firft king of Tlatelolco in 1353.

It is to be fufpedted that the Tlatelolcos, when they made fuch a de-

mand from that king, had, with a view to flatter and incenfe him againft

their rivals, exaggerated the infolence of the Mexicans in creating a

king without his permiffion j as in a few days after Azcapozalco affem-

(s) Somehiftorians report, that Acamapitzin whom they fuppofe to have been born while

in flavery at Colhuacan, was the fon of old Huitzilihuitl j
but this is not probable, as Huit-

zilihuitl, born while the Mexicans were in Tizayuca, was not left than ninety years or age

when the Mexicans were made llaves ; wherefore, Huitzilihuitl was not father but certainly

grandfather of Acamapitzin. Torquemada makes this king fon of Cohuatzonth
;
but we ad-

here to the opinion of Siguenza, who has inveftigated the genealogy of the Mexican kings with

more criticifm and diligence than Torquemada.
• a

it) It is much to be wondered at that Opochtli fhould marry a. virgin fo illuftnous, at a time

when his nation was fo reduced and degraded by flavery ; but this marriage is afcertamed by

the pidures of the Mexicans and Colhuas, feen by the learned Siguenza,

bled
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bled his counfellors, and fpoke to them in the following words

:

" What is your judgment, nobles of Tepaneca, of this ad of the

" Mexicans ? They have introduced themfelves into our dominions,
'' and continue to increafe very confiderably their city and their com-
" merce, and what is worfe have had the audacity to create one of their

*1 own nation a king, without waiting for our confent. If they pro-
** ceed thus in the beginning of their eflablifhment, what is to be ima-
<s gined they will do hereafter when they have increafed their numbers
" and added to their ftrength ? Is it not to be apprehended that in fu-
i(

ture, inftead of paying us the tribute which we have impofed on
'.' them, they will pretend that we mould pay it to them, and that the

" petty king of the Mexicans will aim alfo at being monarch of the

*' Tepanecas ? I therefore confider it neceffary to multiply their bur-
" dens fo much, that in labouring to difcharge them they may be
*' worn out, or on failure of paying us, that we harrafs them with other

** evils, and at laft conftrain them to abandon their ftate."

All applauded the refolution ; nor was it otherwife to be expected

;

as the prince who in council difcovers his wifh, rather looks for pane-

gyrifts to fecond his inclination, than counfellors to enlighten his un-

derflanding ; the king then fent to inform the Mexicans, that the tri-

bute which they had paid hitherto being too fmall, it was his pleafure

that they mould double it in future ; that they were befides to cany fo

many thoufands of willow and fir-plants to be fet in the roads and

gardens of Azcapozalco, and to tranfport to the court a great kitchen

garden, where all the vegetables known in Anahuac were fown and

growing.

The Mexicans, who, until that time had paid no other tribute than

a certain quantity of fifh, and a certain number of water-birds, were

greatly diftreffed with thefe new grievances, fearing that they might

conftantly be increafing : but they performed all that was enjoined

them, carrying at the appointed time along with their fi/h and fowl,

the willows and floating garden. Whoever has not feen thefe moft

beautiful gardens, which in our time were cultivated in the middle of

the water, and tranfported with eafe wherever they delired, will not with-

out difficulty be perfuaded of the truth of fuch an event : but whoever

has fcQn them as we have, and all who have failed upon that lake, where
1 the
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the fenfes receive the moil delightful recreation, will have no reafon to BOOK in.

doubt of the authenticity of this hifcory. Having obtained this tri-

bute from them, the king ordered them to bring him the next year an-

other garden, with a duck and a fwan in it, both fitting on their eggs

;

but fo, as that on their arrival at Azcapozalco, the brood might be ready

to hatch. The Mexicans obeyed, and took their meafures fo well,

that the foolifli prince had the pleafure of feeing the chickens come out

of the eggs. They were ordered the fucceeding year to bring, befides

a garden of this kind, a live flag : this new order was the more diffi-

cult to execute, as it was necenary to go to the mountains on the con-

tinent to hunt the flag, where they were in danger of engaging with

their enemies ; it was, however, accomplished, that they might efcape

from wrongs more oppreffive. This hard fubjection of the Mexicans

lafled not lefs than fifty years. The hiflorians of Mexico affirm, that

the Mexicans in all their afflictions implored the 'protection of their god,

who rendered the execution of fuch orders eafy to them : but we are of

a different opinion.

The poor king Acamapitzin, in addition to thefe difgufls, experi-

enced the flerility of his queen Ilancueitl, and therefore married ¥e%~

catlamiahuatly daughter of the lord of Tetepanci, by whom he had

feveral fons, and among others Huitzilihuitl and Chimalpopoca, fuccef-

fors to him in the crown. He took this fecond wife without aban-

doning the firfl 5 they both lived in fuch harmony together that Ilan-

cueitl charged herfelf with the education of Huitzilihuitl. He had

other wives, although not honoured with the rank of queens; and among

the reft, a Have, who bore ItzcoatI, one of the befl and moil renowned

among the kings of Anahuac. Acamapitzin governed his city in

peace, for thirty-feven years ; his city, at that time, comprehending

the whole of his kingdom, In his time population increafed, build-

ings of Hone- were erected, and thofe canals which ferved as well for

the ornament of the city as for the convenience of the citizens, were

begun. The interpreter of Mendoza's collection afcribes to this king,

the conquefl of Mizquic, Cintlahuac, Quauhnahuac, and Xochimilco 1

but is it poffible to believe that the Mexicans would undertake the

conquefl of four fuch great cities, at a time when they had difficulty to

preferve their own territory. The picture, therefore, in that collection,

Vol. I.
• S reprefenting
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Hood to apply to the Mexicans, only as they were auxiliaries to other

ftafes, in the fame manner, as a Ihort time afterwards they ferved the

king of Tezcuco again ft the Xaltocanefe.

A little before his death, Acamapitzin called together the great men

of the city ; when after exhorting them to maintain their zeal for the

public good, recommending to them the care of his wives and chil-

dren; and declaring the pain it gave him at his death, to think of

leaving his people tributary to the Tepanecas, he faid, that, having re-

ceived the crown from their hands, he put it into their hands again,

in order that they might bellow it upon him who they thought would

do the ftate moll fervice. His death, which happened in the year

1389, was greatly lamented by the Mexicans, and his funeral was ce-

lebrated with as much magnificence as the poverty of the nation would

admit.

From the death of Acamapitzin, until the election of a new king, as

we are informed by Siguenza, an interregnum took place, of four

months ; a circumllance which never happened again, as from that

time forward the new king was always chofen a very few days after the

death of the preceding. Perhaps the election, at this time, might be

retarded, by the nobles being employed in regulating the number of the

electors, and in fettling the ceremony of the coronation which was then

beginning to be obferved.

The electors then, chofen by the nobles, being affembled together,

the oldell man among them addreffed them in this manner. " My age

*' emboldens me to fpeak firffc. The misfortune, O Mexican nobles,

*' which we have fuffered by the death of our king, is very great ; and

" none ought to feel it more than we who were the feathers of his

« wings, and the eye-lids of his eyes. Such a misfortune is Hill in-

*' creafed, by the unhappy condition of dependence upon the power of

*' the Tepanecas, under which we live, to the reproach of the Mexi-

" can name. Do you, then, whom it fo much concerns to find a re-

ss medy for our prefent diftrelfes, do you refolve to choofe a king who
" fhall be zealous for the honour of our mighty god Huitzilopochtli,

« s who fhall avenge, with his arm, the injuries done to our nation;

" and who fhall take the aged, the widow, and the orphan under the

'* fhade
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« fhade of his clemency." At the conclufion of this fpeech the dec- BOOKM.

tors gave their votes, and their choice fell upon Huitzilihuitl, foil of ^ ry-

the deceafed king Acamapitzin. Then they proceeded, in regular order g^^
to the houfc of the elected perfon, whom they placed in the middle of of Mexico,

them and conduced to the Vatocakpalli, that is the royal feat or

throne ; upon which they feated him ; and after anointing him in toe

manner we (hall defcribe in another place, they then placed upon his

head the Copilli or crown, and made him their fubmiffions one by one.

Then one of the moft confiderable perfons raifed his voice, and thus

addreffed the king. " Be not difcouraged, excellent youth, at receiv-

f< in^ that new employment, to which you are called, of reigning oyer

» a nation which is inclofed among the reeds and rufhes of this lake.

" It is indeed, unfortunate to poffefs fo fmall a kingdom within an-

<* other's territory, and to be the chief of a people, who, originally free,

« have now become tributary to the Tepanecas j but be comforted

« and remember that we are under the protection of the great god

« Huitzilopochtli, whofe image you are, and whofe place you fill.

« The dignity to which you have been raifed by him, mould ferve,

« not as an excufe for indolence and effeminacy, but as a fpur to exer-

f* tion Have ever before your eyes the illuftrious example of your

» great father, who fpared no labour in the fervice of the public. We
« mould wifh, fir, to make you prefents worthy of your ftation; but

» fince our fituation will not admit of it, be pleafed to accept our pro-,

" mifes of the moft inviolable attachment and fidelity."

Huitzilihuitl was not yet married when he afcended the throne : but

it was thought proper that he mould take a wife, and the nobles wiflied

for a daughter of the king of Azcapozalco, To avoid, however, fo

ip-nominieus a denial as they met with in the time of Acamapitzin,

they refolved to make the requeft, upon this occafion, with the great-

eft demonftrations of humility and refpecl:. Some of the nobles, there-

fore went to Azcapozalco, and falling on their knees, when they were

prefented to the king, they declared their wifhes, in the following

words, -" Behold, great lord, the poor Mexicans at your feet, humbly

f* expeding from your goodnefs, a favour which is greatly beyond

» their merit ; but to whom ought we to have recourfe, except to you,

f\ who are our father and our lord. Behold us hanging upon your

o „ " lir»s.
S 2 P £
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" lips, and waiting only your fignals to obey. We befeech you, with
'the moll profound refpedt, to take companion upon our mailer and
" your fervant Huitzilihuitl, confined among the thick rallies of the
" lake. He is without a wife, and we without a queen. Vouchfafe,
" fir, to part with one of your jewels, or molt precious feathers.
1 Give us one of your daughters, who may come to reign over us in
" a country which belongs to you."

Thefe expreffions, which are peculiarly elegant in the Mexican kn*.
guage, fo foftened the mind of Tezozomoc (for that was the king's
name), that he inftantly granted his daughter Ajaubcibuatl, to the
great joy of the Mexicans, who conducted her in triumph to Mexico,
where the much wilhed-for marriage was celebrated, with the ufual
ceremony of tying together the fkirts of the garments of the hulband
and wife. By this princefs the king had a fon the firft year, who wa&
named Acolnabuacatl ; but being defirous to ftrengthen his kingdom by
new alliances, he fought and obtained from the prince of Quauhna-
huac, one of his daughters called Miahuaxochitl, by whom he had
Motezuma Ilhidcamlna, the moll celebrated of the Mexican kings.

At that time, in Acolhuacan, reigned Techotlala, fon of king Quimat-
zin. The firft thirty years of his reign were peaceful; but afterwards

Tzompan, prince of Xaltocan, revoked, and finding his own force inef-
ficient to oppofe his fovereign, he called to his affiftance the ftates of

Otompan,Meztitlan,Quahuacan,Tecomic,Quauhtitlan,andTepozotlan,

The king promifed him pardon, provided he would lay down his arms
and fubmit •, which clemency probably proceeded from refpecl to the
noble extraction of the rebel, who was the laft defcendant of Chicon-
quauhtli, one of the three Acolhuan princes. But Tzompan confid-

ing in the number of his troops, rejected the offer with contempt
j

when the king fent an army againft him, which was joined by the

Mexicans and Tepanecas, whofe fervice he had demanded. The war
was obftinate, and lafted for two months : but at length, victory de-
claring for the king, Tzompan, with all the chiefs of the revolted cities,

was put to death, and in him was extinguished the illuftrious race of
Chiconquauhtli. This war, in which the Mexicans ferved as auxili-

aries to the king of Acolhuacan againll Xaltocan and the other confe-
derated ftates, is reprefented in the third picture of Mendoza's collec-

l tioiy
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tion : but the interpreter of thofe pictures was miftaken when he ima- book iil

gined that thofe cities were fubjected to the Mexican crown.

After the end of the war the Mexicans returned to their city with

glory; and Techotlala, in order to prevent other rebellions in future,

divided his kingdom into feventy-five ftates, giving each a chief to go-

vern them in fubordination to the crown. In each of them he like-

wife placed a certain number of the inhabitants of fome other ftate
%

expecting that the natives would be more eafily kept in fubjection by

means of ftrangers who depended upon a foreign power ; a policy which

might, indeed, be ufeful in preventing rebellion, but which was very

oppreffive to the innocent fubjects, and created much trouble to the

chiefs who were entrufted with the government. At the fame time,

he conferred honourable offices upon many of the nobles. He made

T'etlato general of his armies, Tolqui entertainer and introducer of am-

baffadors, Tlami major-domo of the royal palace, Amechichi overfeer

of the cleaning of the royal houfes, and Cohuatl director of the gold

workers of Ocolco. No perfon worked in gold or filver, for the ufe

of the king, except the directors own children, who had learnt the art

for that purpofe. The entertainer of ambaffadors had many Colhuan

officers under him ; the major-domo had a certain number of Cheche-

mecas; and the fuperintendant of the cleaning of the houfes, an equal

number of Tepanecas. By fuch regulations he increafed the fplendor

of his court, and ftrengthened the throne of Acolhuacan ; although he

could not hinder thofe revolutions which we mall foon have occaiion

to mention. Thefe and other fuch inflances of wife policy, which will

appear in the fequel of this hiftory, evidently mew the injuftice done to

the Americans by thofe who have confidered them as animals of a dif-

ferent fpecies, or as incapable of civilization or improvement.

The new alliance formed by the king of Mexico with the king of

Azcapozalco, and the glory acquired by his fubjects in the war of Xal-

tocan, ferved both to flrengthen their little ftate and to make themfelves

more refpectable in the eyes of their neighbours. Being enabled,

therefore, to extend their trade and carry it on with greater freedom

,

they began, now, to wear cloaths made of cotton, which they had been

entirely without, in their former ftate of indigence, when they had no-

thing but coarfe fluffs made of the threads of the wild palm. But

they
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they had fcarcely time to breathe, when a new enemy and bloody perfe-

cutor ftarted up, in the fame royal family of Azcapazalco.

Maxtlaton prince of Coyoacan, and fon of the king of Azcapozalco,

a cruel, turbulent, ambitious man, and who was feared even by his fa-

ther upon that account, had been difpleafed at the marriage of his filler,

Ayauhcihuatl with the king of Mexico. He concealed his difpleafure,

for forrre time, out of refpecl to his father; but in the tenth year of the

reign of Huitzilihuitl, he went to Azcapozalco, and affembled the no-

bility, in order to lay before them his complaints again ft the Mexicans

and their king. He reprefented the increafe of the population of Mexi-

co ; enlarged upon the pride and arrogance of that people, and upon

the fatal effecls which were to be feared from their prefent difpofitions ;

:and efpecially complained of the great affront done to him by the Mexi-

can king, in depriving him of his wife. It is neceffary to obferve, that

Maxtlaton and Ayauchcihuatl, although both children of Tezozomoc s

were yet born of different mothers ; and perhaps fuch marriages were

in thofe times, permitted among the Tepanecas. Whether he ever

actually intended to marry his filler, or only made that a pretext to

cover his cruel defigns, is uncertain j but, in the affembly of the no-

bles, it was determined to fummon Huitzilihuitl, to anfwer to the pre-

tended charge. The Mexican king went to Azcapozalco ; nor will

this appear extraordinary, when we confider that it was no uncommon

thing, at that time, for princes to vifit one another ; and that, befides,

it was the duty of Huitzilihuitl, as a feudatory of that crown; for, al-

though from the birth of Acolnahuacatl, the queen of Mexico had pre-

vailed upon her father Tezozomac to relieve the Mexicans from the

oppreffions to which they had been fubjecled for fo many years before,

yet Mexico ftill continued in the nature of a fief of Azcapozalco, and

the Mexicans owed the Tepanecan king an annual prefent of a couple

of ducks by way of acknowledgement of his fuperiority.

Maxtlaton received Huitzilihuitl in a hall of the palace, and after

having dined with him in the prelence of the courtiers who flattered

all his fchemes, he charged Huitzilihuitl in the feverefl terms, with

the pretended outrage done to him by the marriage of Ayauhcihuatl.

The Mexican king with the greatefl refpecl alferted his innocence, and

faid, that he certainly would never have folicited the princefs, nor her

father

as
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father have given her away to him, if me had been bethrothed to an- f£°^j"
other. But in fpite of the truth of his juftification and the weight of

his reafons, Maxtlaton angrily replied,
c<

I might now, without hear-

" ino- more, put you to inftant death, and fo puniih your boldnefs and

". avenge my own honour ; but I would not have it faid that a Tepane-

" can prince killed his enemy in a treacherous manner. Depart in

*' peace ; and time will give me an opportunity of taking a more ho-

" nourable revenge."

The Mexican went from him, filled with rage and vexation, and was

not long without feeling the effects of his cruel kinfman's difpleafure.

The truecaufe of Maxtlaton' s enmity arofe from his fear of the crown

of the Tepanecas one day coming to his nephew Acolnahuacatl, by

which event his nation would become fubject to the Mexicans. To

remove the caufe of his fear, he formed the barbarous refolution of

putting his nephew to death, who was accordingly murdered a fhort

time after by fome perfons who hoped, by that ad of cruelty, to gain

the favour of their matter ; no prince ever wanting, about him, mer-

cenary men, who are ready to ferve his paffions (s). Tezozomoc gave

no confent to the perpetration of this crime, but we do not know that

he fhewed any difapprobation of it. In the fequel of this hiftory we

fhall fee that the haughtinefs, the ambition, and the cruelty of Maxtla-

ton rather encouraged than connived at by his indulgent father, brought

ruin upon himfelf and his kingdom. Huitzilihuitl could ill brook

fuch a barbarous injury ; but he yet wanted fufficient power to take

revenge.

In the fame- year with this tragical event (1399) died at Tlatelolco, Sect. Vl!s

the nrft king, Quaquauhpitzahuac, leaving his fubjedts much more ci- ^ndvt5
vilized, and the city greatly enlarged by handfome buildings and gar- ofTlatelol-

dens. He was fucceeded by Tlacatcotl, of whofe origin hiftorians dif-

fer widely in their relations ; fome imagining he was a Tepanecan as

well as his predeceffor, while others take him to have been an Acol-

(s) There is no author who gives any account of the circumftances of this murder; and it is

hardly to be conceived how the Tepanecas mould be able to execute fuch a deed in Mexico ;.

but we cannot doubt of the fad, as it is confirmed by all the national hiftorians
;
but father

Acofta has committed a miftake in confounding the murder of this young prince Acolnahua-

catl, with the death of Chimalpopoca the third king of Mexico.

huan,
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Kuan, appointed by the king of Acolhuacan. The rivalfhip which
fubfifted between the Mexicans and Tlatelolcas contributed greatly to

the aggrandizement of their refpective cities. The Mexicans had form-

ed fo many alliances, by marriage, with the neighbouring nations ; had

fo greatly improved their agriculture, and increafed the number of their

floating gardens upon the lake; and had built fo many more veffels to

fupply their extended commerce and fiihing, that they were enabled to

celebrate their fecular year i.
<
Tochtlit which anfwers to the year 1402

of our era, with greater magnificence than any of the four which had

elapfed fince their hrfr. leaving of the country of Aztlan,

At this time Techotlala, far advanced in years, frill reigned in Acol-

huacan ; who perceiving his end approach, called to him his fon and

fucceffor Ixtlilxochitl, and, among many inftruclions, particularly re-

commended to him the conciliating of the minds of his feudatory lords ;

left the crafty and ambitious Tezozomoc, who, till that time, had only

been reftrained by the uncertainty of fuccefs, mould attempt any thing

againft the empire. Nor were the fears of Techotlala without founda-

tion, as will appear from the fequel. He died, at lall, in the year

1406, after a very long reign, though not quite fo long as fome authors

have imagined (t).

After the funeral rites were performed with the ufual folemnity, and
the attendance of the princes and lords, the feudatories of the crown,

they proceeded to celebrate the acceffion of Ixtlilxochitl. Among the

princes was the king of Azcapozalco; who, by his conduct, foon jus-

tified the fufpicions entertained of him by the deceafed Techotlala j as,

without making the ufual mbmiffions to the new king, he fet out

for his own flate with an intention to ftir up the other feudatories

to rebellion againft the empire. He called together the kings of Mexi-
co and Tlatelolco, and told them, that Techotlala, who had fo lono-

tyrannized over that country, being dead, his purpofe was to procure

freedom to the princes, fo that each might rule his own flate with en-

tire independence upon the king of Acolhuacan : but in order to ob-

(t) Torquemada and Betancourt give one hundred and four years to the reign of Techot-
lala; and although it is not impcffible that a prince fhould reign fo long, yet it is extremely
improbable, and would require the ftrongeft evidence to authenticate it j efpecially if we con-
(ider the general abfurdity of their chronology. But fee our Diflertations.

tain
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tain To glorious an objecl, he needed their affiftance ; and, upon their BOOK in.

fpirit, fo well known among all the nations, he relied for their taking

part with him in the great enterprife. He added, that in order to

ftrike their blow with the greater fecurity, he would undertake to unite

in their confederacy fome other princes whom he knew to be animated

with the fame defigns. The two kings, either through fear of the

great power of Tezozomoc, or to increafe the reputation of their arms,

engaged to affifl him with their troops, as did alfo the other chiefs

whom he folicited.

In the mean time Ixtlixochitl was employed in putting the affairs of

his court into order, and in gaining the minds of his fubjedts ; but he

foon difcovered, to his great difappointment, that already many had

withdrawn themfelves from their obedience to him, in order to place

themfelves under the command of the perfidious Tezozomoc. To

oppofe the progrefs of the enemy, he commanded the princes of Coat-

lichan, Huexotla, and fome other neighbouring ftates, to arm all the

troops they could without delay. The king himfelf wiflied to lead his

army in perfon, but he was diffuaded from it by fome of his courtiers^

who reprefented the neceffity of his prefence at the court, left in the

diftra&ion of affairs, fome concealed enemy, or friend of wavering fide-

lity mould be tempted, by the opportunity of his abfence, to make him-

felf mafter of the capital, and drive the king from his throne. To-

chinteuBli, fon of the prince of Coatlichan, was made general of the

army, and in cafe of his death, or any other accident, guauhxilotl, prince

of Iztapallocan was appointed to fucceed him. The plain of Quauh-

titlan, fifteen miles north of Azcapozalco, was chofen for the theatre

of the war. The troops of the rebels were more numerous, but thofe

of the king better difciplined. The royal army, before it fet out for

Quauhtitlan, ravaged fix of the revolted ftates, in order both to weaken

the enemy, and to leave behind them none who fhould be able to do

them much injury. The war was fupported with great obftinacy ;
the

fuperior difcipline of the Tezcucans being counteracted by the fuperio-

rity of numbers on the fide of the Tepanecas, who would certainly

have been quickly overcome if they had not been conftantly fupplied

with frefh troops. The allies of the rebels frequently fent out large

bodies to makeincurfions in the loyal ftates, where they met with -little

V.o-l. J. T refiftance
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refinance as the greater! part of the Tezcucan force was collected at

Quauhtitlan. Among the various difafters which they occafioned, the

lord of Iztapallocan Quauhxilotl was flain, who died with glory in de-

fence of his city after his return from the field of Quauhtitlan. Th-e-

kingof Acolhuacan faw himfelf obliged, now, to divide his forces, and

appointed a confiderable part of the people, who came from many di-

ftant places to his affiftance, for the garrifon of the cities. Tezozomoc

perceiving in place of the advantages which he had promifed himfelf,

that his troops daily diminiflied, and that his people were become im-

patient of the fatigues and dangers of war after three years of continued

action, demanded peace, defigning to finifh, by fecret treachery, what

he had begun by open violence. The king of Acolhuacan, although

he could not rely on the faith of the Tepanecan prince, neverthelefs,,

confented without infilling on any conditions which might give him

fecurity for the future, as his troops were as much broken with fatigue

as thofe of his enemy,.

Juft as the war was concluded, or a little before its termination',

after a reign of twenty years, in 1409, Huitzilihuitl died, having pub-

limed fome laws ufeful to the ftate, and leaving the nobility in pofTef-

iion of their right to chufe a fuccefTor. Chimalpopoca, who was his

brother, was accordingly chofen, and by what appears, from thence it

became the eilablifhed law to make the election of one of the brothers

of the deceafed king, and on failure of brothers, of one of his grandfons..

This law was conftantly obferved until the fall of the Mexican empire.

While Chimalpopoca found means to fix himfelf fecurely on the

throne of Mexico, Ixtlixochitl begun to totter on that of Acolhuacan*.

The peace which Tezozomoc had demanded was a mere artifice to lull

fufpicion while he was more effectually purfuing his negoeiations. The

number of his party was daily obferved to increafe, while that of the

Tezcucan diminimed. This unfortunate king found himfelf reduced

to fuch extremity, that thinking himfelf infecure in his own court, he

went wandering through the neighbouring mountains efcorted by a

fmall army, and accompanied by the lords of Huexotla and Coatlichan,

who were always faithful to him. The Tepanecas, that they might

diftrefs him to the utmoft, intercepted the provifions which were car-

rying to his camp -, by which his neceffities became fo great that he was

compelled
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compelled at laft to beg provifions of his enemies. So eafy is it to fall BOOKlil.

from the height of human felicity to the loweft ftate of mifery.

He fent one of his grandfons named Cebuacuecuenotzin, to OtOmpan,

one of the rebel ftates, to requeft the citizens of it to fupply their king

with the provifions he flood in need of, and to admonifh them to

abandon the party of the rebels, and to call to their minds the loyaltf

they had fworn. Cehuacuecuenotzin, well knew the danger of the

undertaking ; but fear being overcome by the generofity of his fenti-

ments, his fortitude of mind, and fidelity to his fovereign, lie (hewed

himfeif ready to obey: " I go my lord," he faid, " to execute your

« commands, and to facrifice my life to the obedience which I owe

" you. You cannot be infenfible how much the Otompanefe are alien-

" ated from you by efpoufing the part of your enemy. The whole

" country is occupied by the Tepanecas, and every where dangerous;

" my return is uncertain. But mould I perifh in your fervice, and if

« the facrifice which I make you of my life is worthy of any recom-

" pence, I pray you to protect the two young children I leave behind."

Thefe words, which were accompanied with ftrong marks of feeling,

touched the king's heart, who, in taking leave of him, faid, " May

" our God accompany and return you fafe. Alas !
perhaps at your re -

" turn, you may find what you fear for yourfelf, will have happened to

" me, the enemies being fo numerous who confpire againft my life,"

Cihuacuecuenotzin proceeded without delay to Otompan, but before

he entered he knew that there were, at that time, Tepanecas in the

city, who were fent by Tezozomoc, to publifh a proclamation ;
he was

not, however, difcouraged, but went intrepidly to the public place

where the Tepanecas had afl*embled the people to hear the proclama-

tion, and after haying fainted them all gracioufly, he freely communi-

cated his embafly.

The Otompanefe made a jeft of him and his demand, but none of

them dared to proceed farther, until a mean perfon among them threw

a ftone at him, exciting others at the fame time to put him to death.

The Tepanecas, who continued ftill and filent, to obferve what refo-

lution the Otompanefe would .take, perceiving now that they openly

declared againft the king of Acolhuacan, and his ambaffador, cried out,

Kill, kill, the traitor ! accompanying their cries with throwing of ftones.

~ T z Cihuacue-
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powered by numbers, and endeavouring to fave himfelf by flight, \vas-

killed by a Slower of ftones. A character intitled to a better fate ! an

example of fidelity moft worthy to be recorded, which had the hero-

been Grecian or Roman, in place of American, would have been the

fubjecl: of praife of both hiflorians and poets.

The Tepanecas became vain-glorious, of an act equally contrary to-

humanity and the rights of nations; and protefted to the multitude

the great pleafure they would have in being able to inform their chief,

from being eye-witneffes, of the inviolable fidelity of the Otompanefe.

They alfo declared, they had been fent exprefsly to intimate an order

not to give affiftance to the king of Tezcuco, under pain of profcrip-

tion, and to exhort them to take arms againff. that king, and in defence

of their liberty. The lord of Otompan, and the heads of the nobi-

lity replied, they would willingly obey the order of the king of Azca-

pozalco, and offered to do every thing in their power to fecond his in-

tentions.

They gave fpeedy intelligence of this event to the lord of Acolman s,

who was the fon of Tezozomoc, and communicated it to his father i

he believing it now time to put his deiigns in execution, fent for the

lords of Otompan and Chalco, on whofe fidelity he chiefly relied, and

whofe flares were moft conveniently fituated for his purpofe, and charg-

ed them to levy, with all poffible fecrecy, a fufficient army, and lay

themfelves in ambufcade in a mountain near to the camp of the Tef-

cucan king ; that from thence they mould fend two of the moft brave

and able captains to the royal camp, who, under pretence of imparting

fome very important fecret to the king, mould artfully lead him to as-

great a diflance as poffible from his people, and then without delay or

hefitation to murder him. Every thing happened as the wicked prince

had defigned. The king then chanced to be in the neighbourhood of

Tlafcala, and entertaining no fufpicion of the two captains who came to

him, fell unwarily into the fnare. The deed was done at fome little di-

ftance, but yet in fight of the royal army. They ran up immediately

to chaftife the temerity of thofe two defperate captains, but the army

of the confpirators advancing, which was more numerous, they were

quickly defeated. The royal corpfe was with difficulty faved, to pay

it
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it funeral honours, and the heir of the crown, who was a witnefs of BOOK III.

the tragic end of his father, was obliged to hide himfelf in the bufhe&

to efcape the fury of his enemies. Thus did the unfortunate king Ixt-

lilxochitl end his life in 1410, after a reign of feven years.

He left feveral fons, and among them Nezabualcojotl, heir to the throne,

whom he had by Matlalcibuatzin, daughter of Acamapitzin, king of

Mexico (tj. This prince was endued with a great genius, and an un-

paralleled magnanimity, and pre-eminently deferving of the throne of

Acolhuacan ; but he was not able from the fuperiority of Tezozomoc,

to put himfelf in pofTerTion of the throne which was due to him by £b

many titles, until many years had elapfed, and many dangers and ob~

ftacles to it were furmounted.

The perfidious Tezozomoc had prepared great bodies of troops, that

when the premeditated blow on the perfon of the king fhould fucceed,

they might pour down upon the cities of Tezcuco, Huexotla, Coatli-

chan, Coatepec, and Iztapallocan, which had been the moft faithful to

their lord, and reduce them to allies. The inhabitants of thofe cities

who were able to fave themfelves by flight, took melter on the other

fide of the mountains, among the Huexotzincas and Tlafcalans j all

the reft died in defence of their country ; but they fold their lives

dearly, as the infinite blood fpilt on both fides attefted. If we mould

be difpofed to trace the fource of fo many calamities, we ihould difco-

ver no other than the ambition of a prince. Heaven grant 'the facri-

fices to the paffions were more infrequent in the world and lefs violent

!

How calamitous is it that the avarice or ambition of a prince or his

minifter is fufficient to cover the plains with human blood, to deftroy

cities, to overturn kingdoms, and fpread confufion over this globe !

The cruelty of the tyrant being appeafed by the oppreffion of his

enemies, the king of Acolhuacan was made to take an oath in the city

of Tezcuco, to grant to all thofe who had taken up arms againft him.

general pardon, and liberty to return to their habitations. The city of

(/) Torquimada makes Matlalcihuatzin, daughter of Huitzilihuitl ; but how ? He fays,

that this king when he mounted the throne, was only feventeen years of age, nor yet married t

and that he reigned twenty-two, or at moft twenty-fix years. On the other hand, he repre-

fents Nezahualcojotl, at the death of his pretended grandfather, of an age able to go to war,

and make negotiations to fecure himfelf the crown : from whence he would make out that

Huitzilihuitl, before he was twenty-fix years married, had grandfons at leaft twenty years old.

I Tez-
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Tezcuco was given in fief to Chimalpopoca, king of Mexico, and that

of Huexotla to Tlacatcotl, king of Tlatelolco, as a reward for the

fervices which they had rendered during the war. He placed faithful

o-overaors in other places, and proclaimed Azcapozalco the royal refi-

dence and capital of all the kingdom of Acolhuacan.

At this folemnity were prefent, though in difguife, feveral perfons of

diftindtion, enemies of the tyrant, and amongfl thefe the prince Neza-

hualcojotl. The grief and rage which filled him aided by the ardour

of youth, was like to have urged him to a ram action againft his

enemies, if a confidential friend, who accompanied him, had not with-

held him, by reprefenting the fatal confequences of fuch temerity, and

making him fenfible how much more prudent it would be to wait till

time prefented him a fitter opportunity for the recovery of his crown,

and revenge of his enemies ; that the tyrant was already worn out with

age, and that his death, which could not be very diftant, would en-

tirely change the ftate of affairs ; that the people themfelves would

come willingly to fubmit themfelves to their lawful fovereign, from a

fenfe of the injuftice and cruelty of the ufurper. Upon this fame occa-

fion, a Mexican officer of refpecf, (probably Itzcoatl, the brother of

the king, and general of the Mexican forces), either of his own ac-

cord, or by order of the king Chimalpopoca, afcended the temple,

which the Toltecas had at that court, and addreffed the multitude a-

round him, " Hear, Chechemecas, hear Acolhuas, and all ye who are

" prefent. Let no one dare to offer any hurt to our fon Nezahuaco-

«' jotl, nor permit others to hurt him, if he is not willing to fubjecl him-

" felf to fevere chaftifement." This proclamation contributed much

to the prince's fecurity, no body wiihing to draw upon himfelf the

anger of a nation which began now to make itfelf refpected.

A little time after, many of thofe nobles who had taken refuge in

Huexotzinco and Tlafcala, to avoid the fury of the Tepanecan troops,

affembled at Papalotla, a place near to Tezcuco, to deliberate on the

conduft they fhould purfue in the prefent circumftances ; and they

all agreed to fubmit themfelves to the new lords whom the ufurper

had appointed to their cities, that they might be free from farther hof-

tilities, and attend in peace to the care of their families and habi-

tation^
After
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After having fatisfied his ambition with the ufurpation of the king- BOOK in .

dom of Acolhuacan, and his cruelty with the flaughter he had com- Sfct. xii.

mitted, the tyrant was defirous of gratifying his avarice by laying new J^^fJ*

8

taxes on his fubjects. Befides the tribute which they had hitherto the tyrant,

paid their king of provifions, and a robe to array him, he enjoined them

to pay him another tribute of gold and precious ftones, without advert-

ing how much fuch burdens would tend to exafperate the minds of his

fubjects, which he mould rather have endeavoured to gain by modera-

tion and lenity, to give himfelf more fecurity in the porTeffion of a

throne founded on cruelty and injuftice. The Toltecan and Cheche-

mecan nobles anfwered the proclamation by defiring to prefent them-

felves in perfon before the king, to be heard on the fubject. The arro-

gance of the tyrant appeared to them unbounded, and his conduct widely

different from the moderation of the ancient kings of whom he was

defcended. They agreed to fend to him two eloquent deputies the moft

learned among them, one a Tolteca, the other a Chechemeca, that each

in the name of his nation might remonftrate with energy and force,

They both went to Azcapozalco, when being admitted to an audience

of the tyrant, the Toltecan orator in refpect to the greater antiquity of .

his nation in that countrv began firft, and reprefented to him the hum-
ble beginning of the Toltecas, the neceffities they endured before

they rofe to that fplendour and glory which they had for fome time en-

joyed, and the mifery to which they were reduced fince their revolu-

tion -

y he defcribed the deplorable difperfion in which they were found

by Xolotl, when he firft arrived in that country, and taking a review

of the two laft centuries, he made a pathetic enumeration of the hard-

ships they had fuffered, to move the tyrant to companion, and get his>

nation exempted from the new grievances.

The Tolteca had hardly finifhed his harangue when the Chechemeca

began his : " I, my lord, may fpeak to you with greater confidence.

" and liberty , as I am a Chechemeca, and addrefs myfelf to a prince

" of my own nation, who is a defcendant of the great kings Xolotl,.

" Nopaltzin, and Tlotzin. You are not ignorant that thofe divine

" Chechemecas, your anceftors, fet no value on gold or precious ftones.

il They wore no other crown on their beads than a garland of herbs

" and flowers of the field, nor adorned themfelves with any other brace-

" lets
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lets than the fliff leather againfl which beat the firing of their bow
" in {hooting. Their food at firfl was confined to raw flefh, and plain

" herbs, and their drefs was the fkin of the flags and wild beafls which
il they themfelves hunted. When they were taught agriculture by the

** Toltecas, their kings themfelves cultivated the land to encourage by

" their example their fubjecls to fatigue. The wealth and glory to

!i which fortune afterwards raifed them, did not make them more

i( proud. As kings they certainly made ufe of their fubje&s, -but as

" fathers they loved them, and were contented to be requited by them

" with the fimple gifts of the earth. I do not call to your memory
*' thefe illuftrious examples of your anceflors, for any other reafon than

" that I may mofl humbly entreat you not to demand more from us

" now than they did from our predeceflbrs." The tyrant liflened to

each harangue, and although the comparifon drawn between him and

the ancient kings was odious, he diflembled his difgufl, and contented

himfelf with giving licence to the orators to confirm the order pub-

lished reflecting the new tax.

In the mean time, Nezahualcojotl went anxioufly through many ci-

ties, to gain their affection, that he might replace himfelf on the throne.

But although his fubjects loved him, and were defirous of feeing him

in pofleffion of the kingdom, they durfl not openly favour his party

from their fear of the tyrant. Among the fubjects who were the neareft

related to him, and had abandoned him, were the lord of Chimalpan

his uncle, and Tecpanecatl the brother of his fecond wife Nezabualxo-

chitl, of the royal line of Mexico. Perfevering in fuch negotiations,

he arrived one evening at a village of the province of Chalco, belong-

ing to a lady and widow named T%iltomiaub . He obferved that there

was a plantation of aloes, from which the widow extracted wine, not

only for the ufe of her family, but alfo for file, which was ftridtiy for-

bid by the Chechemecan code. He was fo fired with zeal for the laws

of his fathers, that he felt no reflraint from the adverfity of his for-

tune, nor any other confideration, but with his own hand put the de-

linquent to death. An action moil inconfiderate and reprehenfible, in

which prudence had a far lefs fhare than the intemperate ardour of

youth. This deed raifed a great yumour in that province, and the lord

of Chalco, who was his enemy, and had been an accomplice in the

death
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death of his father, ufed the utmofl diligence to have him in his power; BOOK HI

but the prince, who forefaw the confequences of his act, had already-

placed himfelf in fecurity.

Eight years were now elapfed, during which Tezozomoc had pof-

feffed in peace the kingdom of Acolhuacan, claimed in vain by Neza-

hualcojotl, when fatal dreams threw the tyrant into extreme pertur-

bation. He dreamed that Nezahualcojotl transformed into an eagle,

opened his breafl and eat his heart ; and at another time, changed

into a lion, licked his body, and fucked his blood. He was fo intimi-

dated with thefe ominous viiions, which were formed by the confeiouf-

nefs of his own injuflice and tyranny, that he called together his three

fons Tajatzin, Teuffzintli, and Maxlaton, imparted to them his dreams,

and charged thorn to put Nezahualcojotl to death as fpeedily as poflible,

provided they could do it fo fecretly that no perfon mould fufpect the

author of it. He hardly furvived his dreams a year. He was now
become fo old, he was no more.able to keep himfelf in neceffary warmth,

nor erect in a chair, but was obliged to be wholly covered up in cotton,

in a great bafket made of willows in the form of a cradle ; but from

this cradle, or rather fepulchre, he tyrannifed over the kingdom of A-
colhuacan, and delivered oracles of injuflice. A little before his death,

he declared his fon Tajatzin his fucceffor in the kingdom, and repeat-

ed his command reflecting the death of Nezahualcojotl, preferving to

his expiring moments his malicious defigns. In 1422, this monfler

of ambition, treachery, and injuflice, ended his life, after having ty-

rannifed over the kingdom of Acolhuacan for nine years, and poifefled

for a conliderable period the flate of Azcapozalco (u).

Although the giving proper orders for the funeral of his father be-

longed to Tajatzin, as fucceffor to the crown, neverthelefs his brother

(/.-J Torquemada makes Tezozomoc an immediate defcendant of the frrft Acolhuan prince
;

by which he makes his reign one hundred and fixty, or one hundred and eighty years ; but
from the harangue made by the Chechemtcan orator, it is evident, that Tezozomoc was de-

fcended of Xolotl Nopaltzin and Tlotzin. The iifler of Nopaltzin married the prince Acol-
huatzin, whence their children were coufins of Tlotzin, the fon of Nopaltzin. !.n all this

Torquemada agrees with us. Whoever then could be called the defcendant of his couiin ?

Whoever reads the genealogy of the Chechemecan kings in the works of Torquemada, will

inftantly perceive the miftakes made by this author. There may have been two or three lords

ef Azcapozalco nmed Tezozomoc, but the tyrant of Acolhuacan was at mod great-grandfon
.-of prince Acolhuatzin.

-Vol, I. <U lax-
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Maxtlaton, being more forward and adive, arrogated the right to him-

felf, and began to command with as much authority as if he had been

already in poffeflion of the kingdom at which he afpired, imagining it

would be eafy to opprefs his brother, who was a man of no abilities,

and unskilled in the art of government. He fent information to the

kings of Mexico and Tlatelolco, and other lords, that they might ho-

nour with their prefence and their tears the funeral of their common

lord. Nezahuacojotl, though not fummoned, was willing to be pre-

fent, as may eafily be imagined, to obferve with his own eyes- the dif-

pofition of the court. He was accompanied by a confidential friend

and a fmall retinue; having entered the hall of the royal palace where

the corpfe lay expofed, he found the kings of Mexico and Tlatelolco,.

the three princes, fons of the late tyrant, and fome other lords. He

fainted them all one after another, according to the order in which

they fat, beginning with the king of Mexico, and prefented them

bunches of flowers, according to the cuftom of that country. Having

paid his compliments he fat down by the fide of king Chimalpopoca,,

his brother-in-law, to accompany him in condolence. Teu<3zintli,

one of the fons of Tezozomoc, who inherited his cruelty, conceiving

this a good occafion to execute the iniquitous charge of his father on

Nezahualcojotl, propofed it to his brother Maxtlaton. He, however,

though of no lefs inhuman a heart, had more undemanding and judg-

ment. l( Banifh," he replied, " banifh from your mind fuch a thought.

" What would men fay of us if they mould fee us plotting againfl the

"
life of another while we ought to be employed in mourning for our

« father? They would 'fay, that the grief was not deep which gave

" way to ambition and revenge. Time will prefent us with an occa-

" fion more favourable for the accomplishment of our father's purpofe,

M without incurring the odium of our fubjedts. Nezahualcojotl is not

" invifible; unlefs he hides himfelf in fire, in water, or in the bowels

" of the earth, he will inevitably fall into our hands." This

happened on the fourth day after the death of the tyrant, when the

corpfe was burnt, and his afhes buried with unufual pomp and folem-

'y.
.

The next day the kings of Mexico and Tlatelolco returned to their

ies, and Maxtlaton began foon by lefs diffimulation to difcover his

ambi-
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ambitious defign of making himfelf mailer of the kingdom, mewing BQOK_in.

by his arrogance and daring temper, that where his arts would not be

Efficient, he would employ force. Tajatzin had not courage to oppofe

him knowing the bold and violent difpofition of his brother, and the

advantage he had in having fubjedts accuflomed to obey him. On fo

difficult a point, he took therefore the refolution of refortmg to Mexico

to confult with king Chimalpopoca, to whom he had been chiefly

recommended by his father. This king received him with particular

marks of efteem, and, after the ufual compliments, Chimalpopoca ad-

drened him. " What are you doing, prince. Is not the kingdom

" yours ? Did not your father leave it to you ? Why do you not exert

« yourfelf to recover it, if you are unjuftly robbed of it ?" " Becaufe

« my rights avail but little, if my fubjefts do not affift me.' My bro-

« ther has made himfelf mafter of the kingdom, and no perfon feems

u to rive him oppofition : it would be rafhnefs to oppofe him with no

» other power or forces than my defires, and the juftice of my caufe."

« What is not to be done by force may be fupplied by induftry," re-

plied Chimalpopoca, " I will point out to you a method to get rid of

« your brother, and reftore yourfelf without danger to the poffeffion

« of the throne. Excufe yourfelf for not inhabiting the palace of your

« deceafed father, under pretence that your grief is revived by the re-

« membrance of his anions, and the love which he bore you, and

« that therefore you are willing to build yourfelf another palace for your

« refidence. When it is finimed, make a fplendid entertainment, and

« invite your brother to it, and there, in the midft of the rejoicings, it

" will be eafy to free your kingdom of a tyrant, and yourfelf of a rival

« fo dangerous and unjuft ; and that you may more certainly fucceed,

«
I fhall attend to affift you in perfon, with all the forces of my na-

« tion
" To fuch counfel Tajatzin made no reply, but looks of dark

melancholy, occafioned by the love he had to blood, or the bafenefs

of the aft fuggefted to him.

To all this difcourfe a fervant of Tajatzin was privy, who had con-

cealed himfelf where he could eafily overhear them, and hoping to

«iake his fortune by betraying them, he departed fecretly at night for

Azcapozalco, went direfllyto the palace, where having obtained an au-

dience, he revealed to Maxtlaton all he had heard. His mind was rad-

ii 2
den]y
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excited ; but being politic, and practifed in differnbling his fentiments,

he affe&ed to defpife the whole, and feverely reprimanded the reporter for

his hardinefs and temerity in calumniating fuch refpectable perfonages,

called him drunkard, and difmifled him to digeft his wine at home.

The remainder of the night he palled in deliberation what meafure he

mould purfue, and determined at laft to anticipate his brother, and

catch him in his own fhare.

The morning of the enfuing day he afTembled the people of Azca-

pozalco, and told them, that having no right to remain any longer

in his father's palace, as it belonged to prince Tajatzin, and having

befides occafion for a houfe at that court where he might be lodged

when ever any bulinefs required him to come from his ftate of Co-

johuacan, he defired they would mew the love they bore him by the

moft fpeedy conftrudtion of fuch a refidence. Such was the diligence

of the Azcapozalchefe, and fo great the multitude of workmen who

were collected, that Tajatzin, who only continued three days in Mexico,

found on his return the edifice already begun. He was ftruck with

wonder at this novelty, and enquiring the caufe at Maxtlaton, was an-

fwered by him, that finding it his duty to leave the royal manfion, in

iuftice to Tajatzin's rights, he was erecting another where he might

refide when he mould come to court. The good Tajatzin remained

fatisfied with this anfwer, and eafily perfuaded himfelf that Maxtlaton

thought no more of ufurping the crown. A little time after the build-

ing being nniflied, Maxtlaton invited his brothers the kings of Mexico

and Tlatelolco, and other lords to an entertainment. Tajatzin being

totally ignorant of the treachery of his fervant, did not fufpedr. the

fnare which was laid for him : but Chimalpopoca, who was more dif-

cerning and cautious, certainly was fufpicious of fqme treachery, and

politely excufed himfelf from attendance. The day appointed for the

feftival being arrived, the guefts reforted to the new manfion, and at

the time they were moll engaged in jollity and mirth, and probably alfo

heated with wine, which is the moft favourable time for deeds of this

nature, fuddenly people in arms entered, and poured with fuch vio-

lence on the unfortunate Tajatzin, that he had fcarcely lifted his eyes

to behold his murderers, when they were clofed in death. So unex-

pected
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pe&ed a tragedy difturbed, and mocked the whole meeting ; but Maxt- B^^^'
laton quieted them by explaining the treafon which was deligned againft

him j and protefting, that what he had done, was only to prevent the

blow which threatened himfelf. By thefe and fimilar difcourfes, he

fo far altered their minds, that in place of revenging the death of their

lawful lord, they proclaimed the treacherous tyrant, king ; but, although

injuftice raifed him to the throne, it was only to precipitate him from

a greater height.

His indignation againft the king of Mexico v/as ftill greater; but it

did not appear prudent to make any attempt againft his life until he

mould feel himfelf firmly feated on the throne. In the mean while he

vented his rage by doing injuries to his perfon, and offering outrages

to his dignity. A little time after his intrufion on the kingdom, the Sect,XV.

prefent which it was ufual to make, as a mark of acknowledgement of tySttfA^

the high power of the king of Azcapozalco, was fent to him by the coihuacan.

king of Mexico. This prefent, which confifted of three bafkets of

white-fim, craw-fifh, frogs, and fome pulfe, was carried by refpeclable

perfons from the court of Chimalpopoca, with a polite addrefs, and

particular expreffions of fubmuTion and refpect. Maxtlaton (hewed

himfelf pleafed ; but as it was proper, according to the cuftom of thofe

nations, to return fome gift, and being defirous, at the fame time, of

gratifying his pique, after confulting with his confidents, he cayfed to be

delivered to the Mexican ambaffadors for their king a Cueitl, that is

a woman's gown, and a Huepilli, which is a woman's fhift, intimat-

ing by thefe that he efteemed their king an effeminate coward : an in-

fultthe moft grofs to thofe nations, as nothing was fo much in eftima-

tion with them as the boaft of being courageous. Chimalpopoca felt

fufficiently on the occafion, and would have revenged the outrage ; but

he was unable.

This difdainful adt was foon fucceeded by a moft heinous offence to

his honour. The tyrant knew that among the wives of the king of

Mexico, there was one Angularly beautiful : being inflamed by this oc-

cafion with wicked defires, he determined to facrifice both honour

and juftice to his paffion. To obtain his purpofe he employed fome

ladies of Tepaneca, and enjoined them when they vifited, as they were

accuftomed to do, that Mexican lady, to invite her to fpend fome days

of
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of pleafure with them at Azcapozalco. Such vifits being frequent

among perfons of the firft rank, of different nations, it was not diffi-

cult for the abandoned prince to gain the opportunity he fo much longed

for, to fatisfy his criminal paffion ; neither the tears nor efforts made

by that virtuous Mexican in defence of her honour, were iufficient to

reflrain him : me returned to Mexico with ignominy, and pierced with

the moil: affecting anguifh to mourn with her hufband. The unfortu-

nate king, either that he might not furvive his difhonour, or that he

might not die in the hands of the tyrant, refolved to put an end to

his wretched life, by dying a facrifice in honour of his God, Huit-

silopochtli, as many pretended heroes of his nation had done, believ-

ing fuch a death would cancel his difhonour, at leaft fave him from

fome ignominious exit, which he dreaded from his enemy. He com-

municated this refolution to his courtiers, who applauded it, from

the extravagant ideas they entertained in matters of religion, and fome

of them even were willing to partake of the glory of fo barbarous a

facrifice.

The day appointed for this religious tragic fcene being come, the

king appeared dreffed in the manner they ufually reprefented their God

Huitzilopochtli, and all thofe who were to accompany him were dreffed

alfo in their befr. habits. This religious ceremony began with a fb-

lemn ball 5 and while it lafced the priefts facrificed the unhappy vic-

tims one after another, referving the king to the lair. It was hardly

poffible fuch a tranfaction could remain unknown to the tyrant ; he

knew it by anticipation, and that he might prevent his enemy efcaping

from his revenge by voluntary death, he fent a body of troops to take

him before he was facrificed. They arrived when there hardly re-

mained two victims, after whom the king himfelf was to follow. This

unhappy prince v/as feized by the Tepanecas, and conducted inirantly

to Azcapozalco, where he was put into a ftrong cage of wood, which

was the prifon ufed by thefe nations, as we mail mention hereafter, un-

der cuftody of ftrong guards, In this event many circumftances appear

difficult to be credited : but we relate it as we find it told by the hifto-

rians of Mexico. It is certainly much to be wondered at, that the

Tepanecas mould have dared to enter into that city and attempt fo dan-

ih act; and that' the Mexicans mould not have armed them-

felves

gerous an
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felves in defence of their king , but the power of the tyrant may have, bookhi.

of itfelf, been fafficient to encourage the Tepanecas and intimidate

the Mexicans. . . ,

The taking of Chimalpopoca prifoner, excited frefh defire in the

mind of Maxtlaton to get the prince Nezahualcojotl alfo into hi*

power- to effed this more eafily he fent for him under pretence of

being willing to come to an agreement with him, refpedting the crown

of Acolhuacan, The difcerning prince immediately penetrated the ma-

levolent intention of the tyrant; but the ardour of youth, the courage

and confidence of his foul, made him prefent himfelf intrepidly before

the fterneft dangers. In paffing through Tlatelolco, he payed a vifit to

one of his confidents, named Cbichincatl, by whom he was informed

that the tyrant was not only plotting againft his life and the king of

Tlatelolco, but, were it poffible, defired to annihilate the whole Acol-

huan nation. Notwithstanding this, in the evening the prince fet out

fearlefs for Azcapozalco, and went diredly to the houfe of one of his

friends. Early in the morning he waited on Chachaton, a great favou-

rite of the tyrant, and by whom the prince himfelf was beloved, and

recommended to him to difluade Maxtlaton from any defign againft his

perfon They went together to the palace ; when Chachaton preceded

to acquaint his lord of the arrival of the prince, and to fpeak in his

favour. The prince entered after, and when he had paid his obeifance,

thus fpoke : " I know, my lord, that you have imprifoned the king of

" Mexico, but I am ignorant whether you have made him fuffer death,

" or if he ftill lives in prifon. I have heard, alfo, that it is your wim

« to take away my life. If this is true, behold me before you
;

kill me

» with your own hands, and gratify the malice which you bear to a

« prince not lefs innocent than unfortunate." While he fpoke thefc

words, the memory of his misfortunes forced tears from his eyes.

« What is your opinion ?" faid Maxtlaton, then to his favourite, " Is it

« not ftrange that a youth, who has hardly begun to enjoy life, mould

« feek death fo daringly ?" Turning to the prince, he affured him, that

he was forming no defign againft his life, that the king of Mexico was

not dead, nor would be put to death by him ; and endeavoured to jus-

tify the imprifonment of that unfortunate king. He then gave orders

that the prince mould be properly entertained.
_r Chimal-
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Chimalpopoca being acquainted of the arrival of the prince who was

his couiln, at court, fent to requeft a viiit from him in prifon. The
prince having firfl obtained the permiffion of Maxtlaton, went to him,

and upon his entering the prifon, embraced him, and both of them

mewed much tendernefs in their looks and expreffions. Chimalpopoca

related to him the feries of infults and wrongs which he had fuffered,

and convinced him of the malevolent defigns of the tyrant againfl them

both, and entreated him not to return again to the court ; as their cruel

enemy would infallibly contrive his death, and the Acolhuan nation

would be utterly abandoned. At laft he faid, " x^s rny death is inevit-

" able, I befeech you mot earneftly take care of my poor Mexicans, be

" to them a true friend and father. In token of the love which I bear

" you, accept of this pendant which I had from my brother Huitzili-

" huitl;" upon which he took a pendant of gold from his lip, and

prefented it with ear-rings and fome other jewels which he had preferved

in prifon ; and to a fervant of the prince he gave a few other things.

They then affectionately took leave of each other, that they might not

excite fufpicion by a longer conference. Nezahualcojotl, uiing the

advice which was given him, left the court without delay, and ne-

ver after prefented himfelf before the tyrant. He went to Tlatelolco,

where he took a veflel with good rowers, and got fpeedily to Tezcuco.

Chimalpopoca remained in comfortlefs folitude brooding over his

misfortunes. Imprifonment became daily more infupportable to him ;

he had not the fmalleft hope of recovering his liberty, nor of being of

any fervice to his nation during the little time he had to live. " If at

*' laft," he faid, " I am to die here, will it not be preferable, and more
" glorious to die by my own than by the hands of a cruel and perfidious

*'* tyrant ? If I can have no other revenge, I mall at leaft deprive him of

*' the pleafure which he would take in appointing the time and mode
" of death which mufl nnifh my unhappy days. I (hall be the difpofer

*
' of my own life, chufe the time and manner of my death, as it will

"' be attended with fo much the lefs ignominy, the lefs the v/ill of my
*' enemy mail influence and direct it(tf)." In this refolution, which

was entirely conformable to the ideas of thofe nations, he hanged him-

(x) Thefe hft words of Chimalpopoca, handed down by the hiflorians of Mexico, were

kpoivi) from ;he depofitkms of the guards who furrounded the cage or prifon.

felf
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felf Upon a fmall beam of the cage or prifon, making ufe, moil proba- BOOK
-
nr.

bly, of his girdle for that purpofe.

Thus tragic an end had the unfortunate life of the third king of

Mexico. We have no more particular accounts of his character, or the

progrefs the nation made during his reign, which lafted about thirteen

years 3 being concluded in 1423, about a year after the death of Tezo-

zomoc. We know only that in the eleventh year of his reign, he or-

dered a great ilone to be brought to Mexico, to ferve as an altar for the

ordinary facrifice of prifoners, and a larger round one, for gladiatorian

facrifioes, of which we mail fpeak hereafter. In the fourth painting of
'

Mendoza's collection, are reprefented the different victories which the

Mexicans obtained during the reign of Chimalpopoca, the cities of

Chalco, and Tequizquiac, and the naval engagement which they had

with the Chalchefe, with the lofs of their people, and the vefTels over-

fet by the enemy. The interpreter of that collection adds, that Chi-

malpopoca left many children whom he had by his concubines.

As foon as Maxtlaton knew of the death of his noble prifoner, he Sect. Xvi.

rofein wrath at the difappointment of his projects; and left that Ne- ment and

zahualcojotl might alfo elude his revenge, he determined to anticipate
deathofChl °

death to him by whatever means he could, which he would have done

before, could he have accompliilied it in the manner enjoined by his fa-

ther, or had he not been intimidated, as foriie hiftorians affirm, by cer-

tain auguries of the priefts j but his paffion now furmounted all re-

ftraints of religion ; he ordered four of his mofl able captains to go in

queffc of the prince, and take his life, without remiffion, wherever they

mould find him. The Tepanecan captains fet out with a fmall party

only, that rumour might not prevent their coming up with their fpoil,

and proceeded directly to Tezcuco, where, as they arrived, Nezahual-

cojotl was diverting himfelf at foot-ball with one of his familiars,

named Ocelotl. Wherever the prince went to gain adherents to his par-

ty, he fpent great part of his time at balls, games, and other amufe-

ments, that the governors of thofe places, who watched his conduct

by order of the tyrant, and obferved all his ffceps, feeing him taken up

with paftimes, might be perfuaded that he had dropt all thoughts of the

crown, and gradually neglect to attend to him. By thefe means he

carried on his negociations without creating the flighteft fufpicion. On
V.OL. I. X this
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BOOK in. this occafion, before the captains entered his houfe, he knew that they

were Tepanecas, and that they came armed : this made him apprehend

what they might intend, upon which he left off play, and retired to his

innermofl apartment. Being informed, afterwards, by his porter,

that the Tepanecas enquired for him, lie ordered Ocelotl to receive

them, and to acquaint them that he would attend them as foon as they

had repofed and refrefhed themfelves. The Tepanecas did not ima-

gine that by delaying they would lofe the opportunity of ftriking their

blow, and poffibly alfo durft not execute their commifrion, as they

were uncertain whether there were notattendantsinthe houfe fufficient to

oppofe them ; after fome repofe,. therefore, they fat down to table, and

while they were refreshing, the prince fled by a fecret door, and travelled

fomething more than a mile to Coatitlan, a fmall fettlement of weavers,.

the people of which were all faithful and affectionate to him, and there

concealed himfelf (y

)

. The Tepanecas having waited a considerable

time without the prince or his domeftic making their appearance,

they fearched over the whole houfe, but no perfon could give any ac-

count of him. At length being perfuaded of his flight, they fet out

inftantly in fearch of him, and being informed by a countryman, in the

road to Coatitlan, that he had taken refuge in that place, they entered

there with their arms in their hands, threatening the inhabitants with

death if they did not difcover the fugitive prince ; but no perfon was

found who would make this difcovery ; and fo uncommon was their

example of fidelity, fome were put to death for the refufah Amongffc

thofe who made facrifices of their lives to preferve their prince, were
cTochmant%in the fuperintendant of all the looms of Coatitlan, and Mat-

lalintzin, a woman of noble rank. The Tepanecas not being able, not-

withftanding the utmoft diligence in their fearch, and the cruelty they

exercifed againil the inhabitants, to find out the prince, went in queft

of him through the country. Nezahualcojotl fet out alfo another way,

and took a directly contrary route to his adverfaries -

3 ,

but as they fought

(y) T«rquemada fays the prince went out of his houfe by a kind of labyrinth, through

which no perfon unacquainted with it could find his way. The prince and fome of his moft

particular confidants only knew the fecret of it. It is not at all incredible that he fhould have

defigned fuch a maze, as his genius was fuperior and himfelf diftinguifhed above all his coun-

trymen, in talents and penetration.

for
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for him every where, he was in great hazard of falling into their hands,

had he not been hid by fome countrymen, under a heap of the herb

chia, which was lying upon a threfhmg floor.

The prince finding himfelf fafe from this danger, went to pafs the

night at Tezcotzinco, a pleafant villa formed by his anceftors for recre-

ation. There he was waited for by fix lords, who had left their flates,

and were traverfmg through the different cities of the kingdom. There

they held a fecret counfel that night, and refolved to folicit the affif-

tance of the Chalchefe, although they had been accomplices in the

death of king Ixtlilixochitl. The next morning early, he proceeded to

Matlallan and other places, intimating to thofe of his party to be

-prepared with arms by the time of his return. Two days were em-

ployed in thefe negociations, and on the evening of the fecond he was

met at Apan by the ambaffadors of the Cholulans, who offered to affift

him in war againft the tyrant. Here he was joined alfo by two lords

of his party, who communicated to him the unfortunate intelligence of

the death of his favourite Huitzilihuitl, who was put to the torture by

the tyrant, that he might reveal fome fecrets -, but being too loyal

to his mailer to difcover them, he died a martyr to his fidelity. Full

of this difguft he parled from Apan to Huexotzinco, the lord of

which was his relation, and received him with infinite affection and

kindnefs, and promifed to affift him alfo with all his forces. From

thence he went to Tlafcala, where he was moil nobly treated, and

in that city the time and place was agreed upon at which the troops of

Cholula, Huexotzinco, and Tlafcala were to be affembled. When he

departed from this laft city to go to Capollalpan, a place fituated about

half way between Tlafcala and Tezcuco, fo many nobles accompanied

him, he appeared more like a king who was going to take pleafure with

his court, than a fugitive prince who was endeavouring to render him-

felf mafter of the crown which was ufurped from him. In Capollal-

pan, he received the anfwer of the Chalchefe, in which they declared

themfelves ready to affift and ferve their lawful lord againft the iniquit-

ous ufurper. It is probable the cruelty and infolence of the tyrant

alienated many from him ; the Chalchefe, befides, were very inconflant

..and apt to attach themfelves fometimes to the one, and fometimes to

ithe other party ; as will appear in the courfe of our hiftory.

X 2 While
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BOOK IH. While Nezahualcqjotl continued routing the nations to war, the

Sect.XVIII Mexicans finding themfelves without a king, and harraffed by the Tepa-

founTktno- necas, refolved to appoint a chief to their nation, who would be capable

of Mexico. f checking the iniolence of the tyrant, and revenging the many wronps

they had fuffered. Having aflembled, therefore, to elect a new king,

a refpectable veteran thus addrefled the other electors. '• By the death

" of your laft king, O noble Mexicans, the light of your eyes has failed

*' you; but you have ftill thofe of reafon left to chufe a fit fuccefTor.

" The nobility of Mexico is not extinct with Chimalpopoca j his bro-

" thers are ftill remaining, who are moft excellent princes, among
" whom you may chufe a lord to govern you, and a father to protect

'* you. Imagine that for a little time the fun is eclipfed, and that the

" earth is darkened, but that light will return again with the new king.

" It is of the greateft importance that, without long conferences, we
" elect a prince who may re-eftablifh the honour of our nation, may
* ( vindicate the wrongs done to it, and reftore to it its ancient liberty."

They proceeded quickly to the election, and chofe by unanimous con-

fent prince Itzcoatl, brother, by the father's tide, to the two preceding

kings, and natural fon of Acamapitzin by a Have. Whatever the low

condition of his mother took from his claim, the nobility and reputa-

tion of his father, and, ftill more, his Own virtues, fupplied; of thefe

he gave many proofs in the poft of general of the Mexican armies, which

he had filled for more than thirty years. He was allowed to be the

moft prudent, juft, and brave perfon of all the Mexican nation. Being

placed on the 'TIatocaicpalH, or royal feat, he was faluted as king by all

the nobles, with loud acclamations. One of their orators then held a

difcourfe on the duties of a fovereign, in which, among other things, he

faid, " All, O great king and lord, all now feel themfelves dependent

" on you. On your fhoulders muft the orphans, the widows, and the

" aged be fupported. Will you be capable of laying down and aban-
" doning this burden ? Will you permit the infants who are yet walking
" on their four feet, to perifli by the hands of our enemies ? Courage,
" great lord, begin and fpread your mantle that you may carry the poor
" Mexicans on your back, who flatter themfelves they will live fecure

" under the freih made of your benignity." The ceremony being con-

cluded, they celebrated the accetiion of the new monarch, with balls

and
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and public diverfions. Nezahualcojotl and all his party did not give lefs B
h
°°^ m/

applaufe, as no one doubted of the new king being the faithful ally of

the prince his relation ; and hoped to reap great advantages from his fu-

perior military fkill and bravery ; but the eleaion was not a little dif-

pleafing to the Tepanecas and their allies, and efpecially to the tyrant.

Itzcoatl, who was zealoully bent on relieving the diftrefTes which

his nation fuffered from the oppremve dominion of the Tepanecas, fent

an ambaflador to the prince Nezahualcojotl, to acquaint him of his ex-

altation to the throne, and to give him affurances of his determination

to unite all his forces with the prince againft the tyrant Maxtlaton.

This embafly, which was carried by a grandfon of the king, was receiv-

ed by Nezahualcojotl, after he had departed from Capollalpan; upon

which he returned congratulations to his coufin, and gratefully accepted

the aid which he promifed.

The whole timewhich the prince remained in Capollalpan was employ-

ed in preparations for war. When it appeared to him to be time to put

all his defigns in execution, -he fet out with his people and the auxiliary

troops of Tlafcala and Huexotzinco, having refolved to take the city of

Tezcuco by affault, and punifh its inhabitants for their infidelity to him

during his adverfity. He made a halt with his whole army in fight of

the city, at a place called Oztopoko. There he paffed the night order-

ing his troops, and making the necetfary difpofitions for the attack, and

in the morning marched towards the city ; but before he reached it, the

inhabitants, from apprehenfions of the fevere chaftifement which

threatened them, came fubmiffively to meet him; to foften his refent-

ment they prcfented their aged fick, their pregnant women, and mothers

with infants in their arms, who, in the midft of tears and other tokens

of diftrefs, thus addreffed him :
" Have pity, O moll merciful prince,

" on thefe your afflicted fervants, who tremble for their fate. In what

" have they offended, who are feeble with age, or thefe poor women

" and thefe heiplefs children? Do not mix in ruia with the guilty

" thofe who had no part in the offences which you would revenge."

The prince, who was moved at the light of fo many objects of compaf-

iion, immediately granted a pardon to the city ; but at the fame time

detached a party of troops, and commanded their officers to enter it

and put the governor and other fervants who had been eftablifhed there

by
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BOOK ill. by the tyrant, and every Tepaneca they mould meet with, to death.

Whilft this fevere puniihment was paffing at Tezcuco, the troops of the

Tlafcalans and Huexotzincas, which had been detached from the

main army, made a furious attack on the city of Acolmai
;
they made

a general {laughter of all whom they met, until they advanced to the

houfe of the lord of that city, who was a brother of the tyrant ; he

having no forces fufficient to defend himfelf, was flain among the reft

of their enemies. On the fame day the Chalchefe, who were alfo auxi-

liaries of the prince, fell upon the city of Coatlichan, took it without

"oppofition, and put its governor to death, who had taken refuge in the

greater temple j thus, in one fingle day, the capital and two other eon-

fiderable cities of the kingdom of Acolhuacan, were reduced under obe-

dience to the prince.

The king of Mexico being acquainted with the fuccefTes of his cou-

fin, fent another embafly to congratulate him and confirm their alli-

ance. He entrufted this embaffy to one of his grandfons, a fon of king

Huitzilihuitl, called Monteuczoma, or Montezuma, a youth of great

ilrength of body and invincible courage, whofe immortal actions ob-

tained him the name of Tlacaele, or Man of great Heart, and that of

Ilhukamina, or Archer of Heaven ; and to diftinguifh him in the an-

cient paintings, they reprefented over his head, the heavens pierced

with an arrow, as appears in the feventh and eighth pictures of Men-

doza's Collection, and as we mall fhew among the figures of the kings.

of Mexico. This is the fame hero of Mexico, whom Acofta has fo

much celebrated under the name of "TIacaellel, or rather Tobar, from

whom the other took his character, although miftaken in many ac-

tions which he attributes to him (%). The king as well as his grand-

fon, faw the danger of the enterprize ; as the tyrant, to obftruct the

progrefs of his rival, and his communication with the Mexicans, had

made himfelf matter of the roads ; but the king for this neither delayed

to fend the embafly, nor did Montezuma difcover the leaft cowardly

(z) Acofta, or Tobar rather, is not only miftaken in many aftions which he attributes to

this hero, but alfo in regard to his identity as he conhders Tlacaelell to be a different perfon

from Montezuma, who was called by two, and even three different names. He alfo makes

TIacaellel grandfon of Itzcoatl, and at the fame time uncle of Montezuma ; which is evidently

abfurd ; as it is known that Montezuma was fon of Huitzilihuitl, brother of Itzcoatl ; of

£ojjrfe he could not be the grandfon of the grandfon of Itzcoatl,

appre-
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appreheniions; on the contrary, that he might execute the orders of BOOKIH.

his fovereign more fpeedily, when he left the king he avoided return-

ing to his houfe to equip himfelf with neceffaries for his journey, but

fet out immediately on his way, giving in charge to another noble,

who was to accompany him, the carrying of fuch cloaths as were ne-

ceffary to prefent himfelf before the prince.

Havincr fafely delivered his embaffy, he took leave of the prince to

return to Mexico, but in the way fell into an ambufcade laid by his

enemies, was taken prifoner with all his attendants, conduced to Chalco,

and prefented to Toteotzin, lord of that city, and an inveterate enemy

of the Mexicans. Here he was immediately fhut up m a clofe prifon,

under the care of ^uateotzin, a very refpeflable perfon, who was or-

dered to provide no fuftenance for the prifoners but what his lord pre-

ferred until the mode of death was determined, by which their days

were to be concluded. Quateotzin revolting at the inhumanity of fuch

orders fupplied them liberally at his own expence. But the cruel To-

teotzin, thinking to pay a piece of nattering homage to the Huexot-

zincas, fenthis prifoners to them, that, if they judged proper, they

might'be facrificed in Huexotzinco with the affiftance of the Chakhefe,

or in Chalco with the affiftance of the Huexotzincas. The Huexotzin-

cas who were always more humane than the Chakhefe, rejected the

propofal with difdain. " Why fliould we deprive men of their lives

" who have committed no crime, unlefs that of ading as faithful mei-

<< fengers to their lord; and if they merited to die, we can derive no

« honour from putting prifoners to death which do not belong to us,

« Return in peace, and inform your lord that the nobility of Huexot-

«< zinco will not render themfelves infamous by'adts fo unworthy of

*< them.

The Chakhefe returned with the prifoners and this anfwer to To-

teotzin who being determined to procure himfelf friends by means of

his prifoners, gave information of them to Maxtlaton j
leaving it to

him to decide their fate, and trailing, by this refpedful adulation, to

calm the an^er and indignation which his treachery and inconftancy in-

abandoning die party of the Tepanecas, for the prince Nezahualcojotl,

muft have excited in the tyrant. While he waited the anfwer of Maxt-

laton, he ordered the prifoners to be (hut up again in the fame prifon,

and
I
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deftiny of a youth fo illuftrious and brave, in the evening preceding the

day on which the anfwer from Azcapozalco was expected, called one

of his fervants to him, whofe fidelity he could trail, and ordered him
to fet the prifoners at liberty that evening, and to acquaint Montezuma
from him, that he had come to the refolution of fwing his life, al-

though at the vifible rifle of lofing his own ; that if he mould die for

it, which he had reafon to fear would be his fate, Montezuma, he hoped,

would not fail to fhew his gratitude, by protecting the children whom
he left behind him ; laftly, he advifed him not to return by land to

Mexico, otherwife he would again be taken by the guards which were

polled in the way, but to go through Iztapallocan to Chimalhuacan,

and from thence to embark for his own city.

The faithful fervant executed the order, and Montezuma followed the

advice of Quateotzin. They went out of prifon that night, and cau-

tioufly took the road to Chimalhuacan, where they remained concealed

all the next day, living on raw vegetables for want of other food • at

night they embarked, and tranfported themfelves fwiftly to Mexico,

where, as it was fuppofed, they had already met with death from the

enemy, they were received with fingular. welcome and joy.

As foon as the barbarous Toteotzin was informed that the prifoners

were efcaped, he was tranfported with paffion, and as he did not in

the leaf! doubt that Quateotzin had been the author of their liberty,

he ordered inftant death to him, and his body to be quartered ; {paring

neither his wife nor even his children ; only one fon and one daugh-

ter were faved. She took fhelter in Mexico, where fhe was greatly

refpecTied on account of her father, who, by the generous forfeiture

of his life, had rendered fo important a fervice to the Mexican na-

tion.

Toteotzin experienced another galling difappointment from the an-

fwer of Maxtlaton. He being enraged againit the Chalchefe for the

affiftance they gave to Nezahualcojotl, and the flaughter they commit-

ted in Coatlichan, fent a fevere reprimand to Toteotzin, calling him a

double-minded traitor, and ordering him to fet the prifoners at liberty

without delay. Such returns muffc perfidious flatterers expect. Maxt-

laton did not adopt this refolution with intent to favour the Mexicans

whom
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whom he hated in the utmoft degree, but folely to fhew his contempt B00K IIL

for the homage of Toteotzin, and to thwart his inclination. So far

was he from a wifli to favour the Mexican nation, that he was never

fo much bent on effecting their ruin as at this time, and had already

collected troops to pour a decifive blow on Mexico, that from thence

he might proceed to regain all that Nezahualcojotl had taken from

him. This prince knowing fuch defigns of Maxtlaton, went to Mexi-

co to confult with its prudent king on the conduit of the war, and

the meafures that mould be taken to baffle the intentions of the tyrant,

and agreed to unite the Tezcucan troops, with thofe of Mexico, in de-

fence of that city, on the fortune of which the fuccefs of the war

feemed to depend.

The rumour of the approaching war fpread infinite confirmation

among the Mexican populace ; conceiving themfelves incapable of re-

fitting the power of the Tepanecas, whom they had till now acknow-

ledged their fuperiors, they went in crouds to the king, difiuading him

with tears and intreaties from undertaking fo dangerous a war, which

would infallibly occafion the downfal of their city and nation. " What

" can be done then," faid the king, " to free us from thefe impending

"calamities." "Demand peace," replied the populace, " from the

" kin» of Azcapozako, and make offers of fervice to him ; and to

" move him to clemency,, let our god be borne on the moulders of the

" priefts into his prefence." So great was their clamour, accompanied

with threats, that the prudent king who feared a fedition amongft the

people which might prove more fatal in its conferences than the

war with the enemy, was obliged, contrary to his wifhes, to yield to

their requeft. Montezuma who was prefent, and could not bear that

a nation, which boafled fo much of its honour, mould purfue fo ig-

noble a courfe, fpoke thus to the people. " O ye Mexicans, what.

" would ye do ? Have ye loft all judgment? How has fuch cowardice

" ftole into your hearts ? Have you forgot poffibly that you are Mexicans,

" and defcendants of thofe heroes who founded this city, and of thofe

" brave men who have protected it in fpite of all our enemies ? Change

" your opinions then, or renounce the glory you inherit from your an-.

" ceflors." Turning afterwards to the king ;
" How, fir, will you per-

" mit fuch ignominy to ftain the character of your people ? Speak to

Yo!. I. Y them
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'" them again, and tell them, that there is another flep to be taken.

" before we fo weakly and difhonourably put ourfelves into the hands
iS of our enemies."

The king, who wifhed for nothing more ardently, addreffed the po-

pulace, recommending the counfel of Montezuma, which was at laft

favourably received. The king, then addreffing the nobility, faid,

** Which of ye, who are the flower of the nation, will be fearlefs

*' enough to carry an embafly to the lord of the Tepanecas ?" They

all looked at each other, but no one durffc offer to encounter the dan-

ger ; until Montezuma, whom youthful intrepidity infpired,- prefented

himfelf, faying, " I will carry the embafTy ; as death muft one time
*' or other be met with, it is of little moment whether to-day or to-

" morrow ; no better opportunity can prefent itfelf of dying with ho-
" nour than the facrificing my life for the welfare of my nation ?. Be-
" hold me, fir, ready to execute your commands : order, and I obey.'^

The king, much pleafed with his courage, ordered him to go and pro-

pofe peace to the tyrant, but to accept of no difhonourable conditions.

The valiant youth fet out inftantly, and meeting with the Tepanecan

guards, perfuaded them- to let him pafs with an embafiy of the utmofl

Importance to their lord. Having prefented himfelf before the tyrant*

in the name of his king and his nation, he demanded peace on ho-

nourable terms. The tyrant anfwered, that it was neceffary to deli-

berate with his councilors, but on the day following he would return

a decifive anfwer. Montezuma having afked him for protection and

fecurity during his flay, could obtain no other than his own caution

might procure him ; upon which he went back immediately to Mexi-

co, promifmg to return the day after. The little confidence he had

in that court, and the fhortnefs of the journey, which did not exceed

four miles, mufl unqueftionably have been his motive for not flaying

for the final anfwer of the tyrant. He returned, therefore, to Azca-

pozalco the next day as he had promifed, and having heard from the

mouth of Maxtlaton his refolution for war, he performed the ceremo-

nies commonly practifed by two lords who challenge each other,

namely, prefenting certain defenfive arms to him, anointing his head,

and fixing feathers upon it in the fame manner as is done with dead

perfonsj and lafily, protefling in the name of his king, that as he

would
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ie tyrant.

would not accept the peace which was offered to him, he, and all the BOOKin.

Tepanecas would inevitably be ruined. The tyrant, without manifeft-

in/any difpleafure at fuch ceremonies, or at the threats ufed to him,

,ave Montezuma alio arms to prefent to the king of too and di-

rected him, for the fecurity of his perfon, to return m difguife
:

through

a fmall outlet from his palace. He would not have obferved fo ftnflly

at this time the rights of nations, if he could have forefeen that this

ambaffador, of whofe life he was fo careful, was to prove the chief in-

urnment of his downfal. Montezuma profited by his advice ;
but as

foon as he faw himfelf out of danger he began to infult the guards,

reproaching them for their negligence, and threatening them with their

fpeedy deftrudion. The guards rufhed violently upon him to kill him*

but he fo bravely defendedjiimfelf, that he killed one or two of them,

and on the approach of others he retreated precipitately to Mexico,

bearing the news that war was declared, and that the chiefs of the two

nations had challenged each other.
.

With this intelligence the populace were again thrown into confer- Shot. XXL

nation, and repaired to the king to requefl his permiflion to abandon
the

their city , believing their ruin was certain. The king comforted and

encouraged them with hopes of victory. " But if we are conquered,^

faid the populace, « what will become of us ?" « If that happens,

anfwered the king, « we are that moment bound to deliver ourfelves

" into your hands to foe made facrinces at your pleafure." " So be it,

replied the populace, « if we are conquered : but if we obtain the vic-

» tory we, and our descendants are bound to be tributary to you, to

- cultivate your lands, and thofe of the nobles, to build your houfes,

« and to carry for you, when you go to war, your arms and your bag-

« gao-e
" This contracT: being made between the nobles and the peo-

ple and the command of the Mexican troops being given to the brave

Montezuma, the king conveyed fpeedy advice to Nezahualcojotl, to

repair with his army immediately to Mexico, which he did a day be-

fore the battle.
. .

It cannot be doubted, that the Mexicans had before this time con-

ftrudted the roads which ferved for a more eafy communication to the

city with .the continent j as otherwifc the movement and fkirmifhes of

the two armies are not to be comprehended : we know from hiftory,

y 2 t
'

iat
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that fuch roads were interfered by ditches, with drawbridges over

them, but no hiftorian mentions the time of their construction (a).

It is not a little wonderful, that the Mexicans, during a life of fo many
hardfhips, mould have had the fpirit to undertake and conftancy to ex-

ecute a work of fuch magnitude and difficulty.

The following day, upon the arrival of the prince Nezahualcojotl at

Mexico, the Tepanecan army appeared in the field in great numbers
and brilliancy, being adorned with plates of gold, and wearing beau-

tiful plumes of feathers on their heads, to add to the appearance of
their ftature. As they marched they made frequent fhouts, in boaft-

ful anticipation of victory. Their army was commanded by a famous
general called Mazatl. The tyrant Maxtlaton, although he had ac-

cepted the challenge, did not think proper to leave his palace, either

becaufe he believed he would degrade himfelf by going to combat with
the king of Mexico, or, which is more probable, becaufe he dreaded the

event of the war. As foon as the Mexicans were informed of the mo-
tions of the Tepanecas, they went out well ordered to meet them, and

the fignal for engagement being given by king Itzcoatl, by the found

of a little drum which he carried on his moulder, the armies attacked

each other with incredible fury, each being iirmly perfuaded that the

iflue of the battle would determine their fate. During the greater!

part of the day it was not to be difcerned to which fide victory in-

clined, the Tepanecas lofing in one place what they gained in another.

But a little before the fetting fun, the Mexican populace obferving the

enemy continually increafed by new reinforcements, began to be dif-

mayed, and to complain of their chiefs, faying to each other, " What are

" we about, O Mexicans, mall we do well in facrificing our lives to

" the ambition of our king and our general ? How much more prudent
" will it be to furrender ourfelves, humbly acknowledging our rafhnefs,

*' that we may obtain pardon and the favour of our lives ?"

The king, who heard thefe words with much vexation, and perceived

his troops frill more difcouraged by them, called a council of the prince

and genera], to take their advice what mould be done to dimpate the

{a) I believe the Mexicans had before this time conftructed the roads of Tacuba and Tepey-
acac, but not that of Iztapallapan, which is larger than thole, and where the lake is deeper.

fears



HISTORY OF MEXICO. j 65

fears of the people. " What ?" anfwered Montezuma ; « To fight till BOOK in.

" death. If we die with our arms in our hands, defending our liberty,

" we will do our duty. If we furvive our defeat, we will remain covered

" with eternal confufion. Let us go then, let us fight till we die." The

cries of the Mexicans began already to prevail as if they had been con-

quered, fome of them being even fo mean-fpirited as to call out to their

enemies, " O ye brave Tepanecas, lords of the continent, calm your

" indignation • for now we furrender. Here before your eyes we will fa-

" crifice our chiefs, to gain your pardon to our rafhnefs which their am-

" bition has occafioned." The king, the prince, the general, and nobles.,

were fo enraged at thefe fpeeches, that they would inftantly have pu-

niihed the cowards with death, had not the fear of giving victory to

the enemy reftrained them. DifTembling their difpleafure, they exclaim-

ed with one voice, " Let us die with glory," and ruflied with fuch vi-

gour upon the enemy, that they repulfed them from a ditch which they

had gained, and made them retreat, Seeing this advantage, the king

began to encourage his people, and the prince and general continued

to perform fignal acts of bravery. In the utmoft heat of the engage-

ment Montezuma encountered with the Tepanecan general, as he was

advancing full of pride from the terror his troops llruck to the Mexi-

cans, and gave him fo furious a blow on the head, that he fell down

lifelefs at his feet. The report of the victory fpread immediately through

the whole field, and infpired the Mexicans with frefh courage : but

the Tepanecas were fo difconcerted by the death of their brave general

Mazatl, that they foon went into confufion. Night coming on pre-

vented the Mexicans from purfuing their fuccefs : upon which both

the armies withdrew to their cities, the Mexicans full of courage, and

impatient at not being able, from the darknefs of the night, to complete

their victory ; the Tepanecas downcaft and dejected, though not alto-

gether void of hope to be revenged the following day.

Maxtlaton, affli&ed at the death of his general, and the defeat of his

troops, paffed that night the laft of his life, in encouraging his cap-

tains, and representing to them on the one hand the glory of triumph-

ing over their enemies, and on the other the misfortunes which muft

enfue if they were vanquiihed -, as the Mexicans, who had hitherto

been
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'—-v—»-* pel the Tepanecas to pay a tribute to them (l>).

Sect xxu The day at length arrived which was to decide the fate of three kings.

Conquett of
]B th armies took the field, and began battle with uncommon fury,

co and death which continued with much fiercenefs and heat till mid -day. The

rlnM^ - Mexicans being] emboldened from the advantages obtained the pre-

laton. cedino- day, as well as from a firm belief which pofTefTed them of

coming off victorious, made fuch havock of the enemy, that they

ftrewed the field with dead bodies, defeated them, put them to flight,

and purfued them into the city of Azcapozalco, fpreading death and

terror in every quarter. The Tepanecas, perceiving that even in their

houfes they could not efcape from the fury of the victors, fled to the

mountains, which lie from ten to twelve miles diftance from Azcapo-

zalco. The proud Maxtlaton, who, until that day, had looked with

contempt upon his enemies, and conceived himfelf fuperior to all

ftrokes of fortune, feeing the Mexicans had entered his court, and

hearing the cries of the vanquifhed, unable to make any refiftance, and

fearing to be overtaken if he attempted to fly, hid himfelf in a tewaz-

calli, or ciftus 5 but as the conquerors fought for him every where,

they at laft found him : no prayers nor tears with which he implored

their mercy could prevail ; they beat him to death with flicks and

{tones, and threw his body out into the fields to feed the birds of prey.

Such was the tragic end of Maxtlaton before he had completed three

years of his tyranny. Thus did they put a flop to his injuflice, his

cruelty, his ambition, and treachery, and the heavy wrongs done by

him to the lawful heir of the kingdom of Acolhuacan, to his brother

Tajatzin, and to the kings of Mexico. His memory is odious and

execrable among the annals of thofe nations.

This memorable event which totally altered the fyftem of thofe

kingdoms, fignalized the year 1425, of the vulgar era, precifely one

century after the foundation of Mexico,

(b) From thefe expreffions of the tyrant it is to be inferred, that when he made himfelf

matter of the crown of Azcapozalco, by the affaffination of his brother Tajatzin, he refumed

the impofition of that tribute on the Mexicans, which had been remitted them by his father

Tezozomocp *

The
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The next night the victors were employed in facking the city, in BO

deftroying the houfes, and burning the temples, leaving that once fo

celebrated court in a ftate of defolation not to be repaired in many years.

While the Mexicans and Acolhuas were gathering the fruits of their

victory, the detachment of Tlafcalans and Huexotzencas took the an-

cient court of Tenajuca by affault, and the day after joined the army

to take the city of Ciietlacbtepec.

The fugitive Tepanecas, finding themfelves reduced to the utmofl

diftrefs in the mountains, and afraid of being perfecuted even there by

the victors, at laft thought of furrendering themfelves and imploring

mercy ; and that they might be more certain of obtaining it, fent off

an illuftrious perfonage, in company with other nobles of the Tepane-

can nation, to the king of Mexico. This ambaffador humbly demand-

ed pardon of the king in the name of his countrymen, offered obedi-

ence to him, and promifed that all the Tepanecas would acknowledge

him as their lawful lord, and would ferve him as vaffals. He congra-

tulated them on their good fortune in the midft of the terrible fhock

which their nation had fuffered of being fubjected to fo amiable a prince,

who was endued with fo many excellent qualities, and at laft conclud-

ed his addrefs with an earneft prayer, that they might be granted the

favour of life, and liberty to return to their habitations. Itzcoatl re-

ceived them with the utmoft complacency, granted them all they alked,

prcferled himfelf ready to receive them, not only as his fubjects but as

his children, and to difcharge all the offices of a true father to them j

but at the fame time threatened them with total extirpation if they vio-

lated the fidelity which they fwore to him. Their demand being

granted, the fugitives returned to rebuild their habitations and attend to

their families , and from that time continued always fubject to the king

of Mexico, affording in their difafter another example of thofe changes

and viciffitudes common to all human affairs. But the whole of the

Tepanecan nation was not reduced under obedience to the conqueror

:

Cojohaacan, a confiderable ftate and city of that people, continued for

fome time refractory in their conduct as will afterwards appear.

The king Itzcoatl, after this famous conqueft, ordered a ratification

of the compact entered into between the nobility and the populace j

by which the laft were bound to perpetual fervices, which they ren-

dered
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plaints had been the caufe of difcouraging others during battle, were

difmembered from the body of the nation and the ftate of Mexico,

and banifhed for their meannefs and cowardice for ever. To Monte-

zuma, and others, who had diftinguifhed themfelves in the war, he

gave a part of the conquered lands, and afligned a portion alfo to the

priefts for their fupportj and after having given proper orders for the

fecurity and eftabliihment of his dominion, he returned with his army

to Mexico, to celebrate the fuccefs of his arms with public rejoicings,

and to offer thanks to the gods for their fuppofed protection.

BOOK
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Re-eftablijhment of the Royal Family- of the Cbecbemecas upon the Throne

of Acolhuacan. Foundation of the Monarchy of Tacuba. The Triple

Alliance of the Kings of Mexico, Acolhuacan, and Tacuba. Conquejls

and Death of King Itzcoatl. Conquefs and Events of the Mexicans

under their Kings Montezuma I, and Axajacatl. War bet-ween the

Mexicans and Tlatelolcas. Conquejl of Tlatelolco, and Death of the

King Moquihuix. Government, Death, and Eulogium of Ne%ahuaU

cojotl, and Accejjion of his Son Nezahualpilli.

S foon as Itzcoatl found himfelf firm upon his throne, and in

quiet pofleffion of Azcapozalco, that he might make a return

to the prince Nezahualcojotl for the affiftance he gave in the defence

of Mexico, and the conqueft of the Tepanecas, he determined to aid

him in perfon in the recovery of the kingdom of Acolhuacan. If the

king of Mexico had been willing to linen to ambition rather than the

calls of honour and juftice, he would not have failed to find pre-

tences to make himfelf matter alfo of that kingdom. Chimalpopoca

had been put in pofleffion of Tezcuco, by the tyrant Tezozomoc, and

had commanded as lord of that court. Itzcoatl, who had entered into

all the rights of his predeeeflbr, might well have confidered that ftate

to have been incorporated for fome years paft with the crown of Mexi-

co. On the other hand he had lawfully acquired Azcapozalco, and

fubjecled the Tepanecas, and appeared to have a title to all the rights of

the conquered ; which were thought to have been furliciently eftabliih-

ed by twelve years pofleffion, and the general acquiefcence of the peo-

ple. But availing himfelf of no fuch pretences, he lincerely defired to

place Nezahualcojotl on the throne which by lawful fucceflion was due

to him, and which he had been deprived of for fo many years by the

iifurpation of the Tepanecas.
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BOOK IV. After the defeat of the Tepanecas there were feveral cities in the

kingdom which were unwilling to fubmit to the prince, from appre-

henfions of the chaftiiement they merited. Huexotla was one of this

number, in the neighbourhood of Tezcuco, the lord of which, Hnet%ua-

huatl{ci), continued obflinately rebellious. The confederate troops

left Mexico, and directing their courfe through the plains, which at

prefent go by the name of Santa Marta, made a halt in Chimalhuacan,

from whence the king and prince fent an offer of pardon to thofe citi-

zens if they would furrender, and threatening to let fire to their city if

they perfifted in rebellion; but the rebels, inftead of accepting the terms

offered them, went out in order of battle againft. the royal army. The

conflicT: was not lafting ; the lord of that city being taken by the invin-

cible Pvlontezuma, the rebel force was put to flight, and afterwards-

came humbly to afk pardon, prefenting according to cuflom, their

pregnant women, their children, and old people to the conqueror, to

move him to mercy. At length the way to the throne of Acolhuacan

being laid open, and the prince being placed there, the auxiliary troops

of Huexotzinco and Tlafcala were difmifTed with many marks of gra-

titude and a coniiderable fhare of the plunder of Axcapozalco.

From thence the army of the Mexicans and Acolhuas moved againfE

the rebels of Cojohuacan, Atlacuihuajan, and Huitzilipochco. The

Cojoacanefe had endeavoured to excite all the other Tepanecas to make

off the Mexican yoke. The above mentioned cities, and fome neigh-

bouring places, had complied with their felicitations | but others, inti-

midated by the deftrudlion of Azcapozalco, were afraid of expofing

themfelves to new dangers. Before they declared their rebellion they

began to ill-treat the Mexican women who went to their market, and

alfo any of the men who happened occafionally to call at that city.

Upon this Itzcoatl ordered that no Mexican mould go to Cojohuacan

until the infolence of thefe rebels was properly punifhed. Having fi-

nifhed the expedition to Huexotla, he went againfc them. In the three

firfh battles which were fought, he gained fcarcely any other advantage

than making them retreat a little ; but in the fourth whilff the two ar-

mies were fiercely engaged, Montezuma with a fet of brave troops which
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he had placed in ambufcade, fell with fuch fury on the rear-guard of ^_
the rebels that he foon difordered and forced them to abandon tne field

and fly to the city. He purfued them, and obferving their intention to

fortify themfelves in the greater temple, he prevented them by taking

poffeffion of it, and burnt the turret of that {ancillary. This blow

threw the rebels into fuch conflernation, that, quitting their city, they

fled to the mountains which lie to the fouth of Cojohuacan j
but even

there they were overtaken by the royal troops, and chafed for more than

'thirty miles, until they reached a mountain to the fouthwardof Quauh-

nahuac, where the fugitives exhaufted with fatigue, and, without any

hopes of efcape, threw down their arms in token offurrender, and de-

livered themfelves up to the mercy of the conquerors.

This victory made Itzcoatl matter of all the ftates of the Tepanecas,

and crowned Montezuma with glory. It is not a little wonderful, fay

hiiWns, that the greater part of the prifoners taken in that war with

Cojohuacan belonged to Montezuma and three brave Acolhuan officers ;

for all the four, in imitation of the ancient Mexicans in the war againft

the Xochimilcas, had agreed to cut off a lock of hair from every one

they took, and moil of the prifoners were found with this mark upon

them Having thus happily clofed this expedition, and regulated the

affairs of Cojohuacan, and the other fubjedt cities, both the kings re-

turned to Mexico. It was judged proper by the king Itzcoatl to place one

of the family of their ancient lords over the Tepanecas, that they might

live more peaceably and with lefs reluctance under the Mexican yoke.

This dignity he conferred on Totoquibuatzin, fon of a fon of the tyrant

Tezozomoc. It had not appeared that this prince had taken any part

in the war againft the Mexicans, owing either to feme fecret attachment

which he had to them, or his averfion to his uncle Maxtlaton. Itz-

coatl font for him to Mexico, and created him king of Tlacopan, orra-

- ther Tacuba, a considerable city of the Tepanecas, and of all the places

to the weftward, including alfo the country of Mazahuacan; but Cojo-

huacan, Azcapozalco, Mixcoac, and other cities of the Tepanecas, re-

mained immediately fubjea to the king of Mexico. That crown was

given to Totoquihuatzin, on condition of his ferving the king or Mexico

with all his troops whenever required, for which he was to receive a

fifth part of the fpoils which they mould take from the enemy. JS*-
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zahualcojotl likewife was put in poffeffion of the throne of Acolhuacan,
on condition of his giving affiftance to the Mexicans in war, for which
he was affigned a third part of the plunder, after deducting the mare of
the king of Tacuba, the other two thirds to be referved for the kino- of
Mexico, (b) Befides this, both the kings were created honorary electors

of the kings of Mexico ; which honour was fimply confined to the rati-

fying the eleelion made by four Mexican nobles, who were the real elec-
tors. The king of Mexico was reciprocally bound to afford fuccour to
each of the two kings wherever occafion demanded. This alliance of the
three kings which remained firm and inviolate for the fpace of a century,,

was the caufe of the rapid conquefts which the Mexicans made hereafter.

But this was not the only mafterly ftroke in politics of the king Itz-
coatl; he munificently rewarded all thofe who had diftinguifhed them-
felves in the wars, not paying fo much regard to their birth or the fla-

tions which they occupied, as to the courage which they fhewed and the
fervices they performed. Thus it was the hope of reward animated them
to the mofl heroic enterprifes, being convinced, that the glory and the
advantages to be derived from them would not depend on any accidents

pf fortune, but on the merit of their actions themfelves. By fucceed-

Ing kings the fame policy was praclifed with infinite fervice to the ftate.

Having formed this important alliance ItzcoatI fet out with the king,

Nezahualcojotl for Tezcuco, to crown him with his own hand. This.

ceremony was performed with all poflible folemnity in 1426. From
thence the king of Mexico returned to his refidence, while the other
began with the utmoft diligence to make reformations in the court of
Tezcuco.

The kingdom of Acolhuacan was not then in fuch good order and.

regulation as Techotlala had left it. The dominion of the Tepanecas,
and the revolutions which had happened in the laft twenty years had
changed the government of the people, weakened the force of the laws,,

and caufed a number of their cuftoms to fall into difufe. Nezahual-
cojotl, who, befides the attachment which he had to his nation was
gifted with uncommon prudence, made fuch regulations and changes

(i) Several Hiflorians have believed that the kings of Tezcuco and Tacuba were real elec-
tors, but the contrary appears evident from hiilory ; no occafion ever occurred where they in-
terfered or were prefent at an election, as we ftiall fhew hereafter.

in



HISTORY OF MEXICO. 173

in the ftate, that in a little time it became more flouriming than it had ^^J'
ever been under any of his predeceffors. He gave a new form to the

councils which had been eftablifhed by his grandfather. He conferred

offices on perfons the fitteft for them. One council determined caufes

purely civil, in which, among others, five lords who had proved con-

ftantly faithful to him in his adverfity, affifted. Another council judg-

ed of criminal caufes, at which the two princes his brothers, men of

high integrity, prefided. The council of war was compofcd of the

moft diftinguifhed military characters, among whom Icotihuacan, fon-

in-law to the king and alfo one of the thirteen nobles of the kingdom,

had. the firft rank. The treafury-board confifted of the king's major-

domos, and the firft merchants of the court. The principal major-

domos who took charge of the tributes and other parts of the royal

income, were three in number. Societies fimilar to academies were in-

ftituted for poetry, aftronomy, mufic, painting, hiftory, and the art of

divination, and he invited the moft celebrated profeffors of his kingdom

to his court, who met on certain days to communicate their difcoveries

and inventions ; and for each of thefe arts and fciences, although little

advanced, fchools were appropriated. To accommodate the mechanic

branches, 'he divided the city of Tezcuco into thirty odd divifions,

and to every branch affigned a diftricl: ; fo that the goldfmiths inha-

bited one divifion, the fculptors another, the weavers another, &c.

To cherifh religion he raifed new temples, created minifters for the

worfhip of their gods, gave them houfes, and appointed them revenues

for their fupport, and the expences which were neceflary at feftivals and

facrifices. To augment the fplendor of his court he conftrucled noble

edifices both within and without the city, and planted new gardens and

woods, which were in prefervation many years after the conqueft, and

mew ftill fome traces of former magnificence.

While the king of Acolhuacan was occupied in new regulations of Sect-, v,

his court, the Xochimilcas, afraid left the Mexicans in future might be x3milc°,

defirous of making themfelves alfo mafters of their ftate, as well as of ?* c
^f^~t

the Tepanecas, affembled a council to deliberate on the meafures they cities,

mould take to prevent fuch a difgrace. Some were of opinion they

fhould voluntarily fubmit themfelves to the dominion of the Mexicans,

as at all events in time they would be obliged to fuccumb to that power

:

the
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BOOK IV. the judgment of others however prevailed, who thought it would be

better to declare war againft them before new conquefts rendered them
more formidable. The king of Mexico no fooner heard of their refo-

lution than he fct out'a large army, under command of the celebrated

Montezuma, and fent advice to the king of Tacuba to join with his

troops. The battle was fought on the confines of Xochimilco. Al-

though the number of the Xochimilcas was great, they did not how-
ever engage with fuch good order as the Mexicans, by which means

they were quickly defeated, and retreated to their city. The Mexicans

having purfued them, entered it, and fet fire to the turrets of the tem-

ples and other edifices. The citizens not being able to refift their at-

tack, fled to the mountains; but being even there befieged by the Mexi-

cans, they at la ft furrendered. Montezuma was received by the Xo-
chimilchan priefts with the mufic of flutes and drums ; and the whole

expedition completed in about eleven days. The king of Mexico

went immediately to take pofTeflion of that city, which, as we have be-

fore mentioned, next to the royal relidence, was the moft confiderable in

the vale of Mexico, where he was acknowledged and proclaimed king,

received the obedience of thefe newfubjects, and promifed to love them

as a father, and watch in future over their welfare.

The bad fuccefs of the Xochimilcas was not fufficient to intimidate

thofe of Cuitlahuac ; on the contrary, the advantageous fituation of

their city, which was built on a little ifland in the lake of Chalco, en-

couraged them to provoke the Mexicans to war. Itzcoatl was for

pouring upon them with all the forces of Mexico ; but Montezuma

undertook to humble their pride with a fmaller body; for which

purpofe he raifed fome companies of youths, particularly thofe who
had been bred in the feminaries of Mexico ; and after having exercifed

them in arms, and inftructed them in the order and mode which they

were to follow in that war, he prepared a fuitable number of veffels, and

let out with this armament againft the Cuitlahuachefe. We are total-

ly ignorant of the particulars of this expedition ; but we know that in

feven days the city was taken and reduced under the obedience of the

king of Mexico, and that the youths returned loaded with fpoils, and

brought with them a number of prifoners to be facrificed to the god of

war, We do not know the year either in which this war happened,

nor
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nor the time of that of Quauhnahuac, but it appears to have been to-

wards the end of the reign of Itzcoatl.

The lord of Xiuhtepec, a city of the country of the Tlahuicas, more

than thirty miles to the fouthward of Mexico, had requested of his

neighbour, the lord of Quauhnahuac, one of his daughters to wife, which

demand was granted. The lord of Tlaltexcal made afterwards the fame

pretenfions, to whom flie was immediately given, notwithstanding the

promifes made to the firit, either on account of fome offence which he

had done to the father, or fome other reafon of which we are ignorant.

The lord of Xiuhtepec being highly offended at fuch an infult, defired to

be revenged; but being unable for this himfelf, on account of his infe-

riority in forces, he implored the affiftance of the king of Mexico, pro-

mifing to be his conftant friend and ally, and to ferve him whenever he

mould require it with his perfon and his people. Itzcoatl efteeming the

war juft, and the occafion fit for the extenfion of his dominions, armed

his fubjecls, and called upon thofe of Acolhuacan and Tacuba. So great

an army was certainly neceffary, the lord of Quauhnahuac being very

powerful, and his city very ftrong, as the Spaniards afterwards experi-

enced when they befieged it. Itzcoatl commanded that the whole ar-

my mould attack the city at once, the Mexicans by Ocuilla on the

weft fide, the Tepanecas by Tlatzacapulco on the north, and the Tez-

cucans together with the Xiuhtepechefe by Tlalquitenanco on the eaft

and fouth. The Quauhnahuachefe trufting to the natural-ftrength of

the city, were willing to Hand the attack. The firft who began it were

the Tepanecas, who were vigoroufly repulfed; but all the other troops

immediately advancing, the citizens were forced to furrender and fub-

ject themielves to the king of Mexico, to v/hom they paid annually,.

from that time forward, a tribute in cotton, pepper, and other commo-

dities, which we mall mention hereafter. By the conqueft of that large,

pleafant, and ftrong city, which was the capital of the Tlahuicas, a great

part of that country fell under the dominion of the Mexican king ; a

little after to thefe conquefts were added Quantititlan and Toltitlan,

confiderable cities fifteen miles to the northward of Mexico ; but any

other particulars we know not.

In this manner a city, which fome mort time before was tributary

to the Tepanecas, and not much elteemed by other nations, in lefs than

I than
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BOOK IV. twelve years found itfelf enabled to command thofe who had ruled over

it and the people who thought themfelves greatly fuperior.- Of fuch im-

portance to the profperity of a nation is the wifdom and bravery of its

chief. At length in the year 1436 of the vulgar era, in a very ad-

vanced age, after a reign full of glory, the great Itzcoatl died : a king

juftly celebrated by the Mexicans for his lingular endowments, and

the unequalled fervices he rendered them. He ferved the nation up-

wards of thirty years as general, and governed thirteen as their fove-

reign. Befides refcuing them from the fubjedion of the Tepanecas,

extending their dominions, replacing the royal family of the Checheme-

cas on the throne of Acolhuacan, enriching his court with the plunder

of conquered nations, and having laid, in the triple alliance which he

formed, the foundation of their future greatnefs, he added to the noble-

nefs and fplendor of the nation by many new edifices. After the con-

quell of Cuitlahuac he built, among others, a temple to the goddefs

Cihuacoatl, and fome time afterwards another to HuitzilopochtU. His

funeral was attended with unufual pomp and the greateft demonftra-

tions of grief, and his allies repofed in the fame fepulchre with his an-

cestors .

The four electors did not long deliberate on the choice of a new king;

there being no furviving brother of the late fovereign, the eledion con-

fequently fell on one of his grandfons ; and no one appeared more de-

ferving than Montezuma Ilhuicamina, fon of Huitzilihuitl, not lefs on

account of his perfonal virtues than the important fervices he had done

the nation. He was elected with general applaufe, advice of which be-

ing given to the two allied kings, they not only confirmed the election,

but palled many praifes on the ele&ed, and fent him prefents worthy of

his rank and their eiteem. After the ufual ceremonies and the con-

gratulary fpeeches of the priefts, the nobles, and the military, much re-

joicing took place, with entertainments, balls, and illuminations. Be-

fore his coronation, either from an eftablilhed law of the country, or

his own particular defire, he went to war with his enemies to make

prifoners for a facrifiee on the occafion. He refolved that thefe mould

be of the Chalchefe nation, to revenge the infults and the injurious

treatment he had received from them when returning from Tezcuco, in

the character of ambaflador, he had been taken and carried to the

prilbn
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priibn of Chalco. He went againft them therefore in perfon, defeated BOOK IV.

them, and made many prifoners ; but did not then fuhjed the whole of '

m^~~'J

that flats to the crown of Mexico, that he might not retard his coro-
,

nation. On the day appointed for that folemnity the tributes and pre-

fents which were fent to him from conquered places, were brought

into Mexico. The king's major-domos and the receivers of the royal

revenues preceded, after whom came thofe who carried the prefents,

who were divided into as many companies as there were people who

fent them, and fo regular and orderly in their proceffion as to afford in-

finite pleafure to the fpeftators. They brought gold, filver, beautiful

feathers, wearing apparel, great variety of game, and a vaft quantity of

provifions. It is more than probable, although hiftorians do not men-

tion it, that the other two allied kings and many other Grangers of

diftin&ion were prefent, befides a great concourfe of people from all the

places in the vale of Mexico.

As foon as Montezuma found himfelf on the throne, his firft care

was to erect a great temple in that part of the city which they called

Huitznabuac. The allied kings, whom he requeued to affift him, fur-

niflied him with fuch plenty of materials and workmen, that in a fhort

time the building was finiflied and confecrated. During the time of

its conftru&ion the new war againft Chalco appears to have happened,

The Chalchefe befides the injuries which they had already done to Mon- Seci% VfI#

tezuma, provoked his indignation afrefh by a cruel and barbarous aft, ^^J?
deferving the execration of all pofterity. Two of the royal princes of chefb.

Tezcuco having gone a hunting on the mountains which overlook the

plains of Chalco, while employed in the chace and feparated from their

retinue with only three Mexican lords, fell in with a troop of Chal-

chefe foldiers, who thinking they would pleafe the cruel paffions of

their mafter, made them prifoners and carried them to Chalco. The

favage lord of that city, who was probably the fame Toteotzin by whom

Montezuma had been fo ill treated, paying no regard to the noble rank

of the prifoners, nor dreading the fatal confequences of his inhuman

jefolution, put all the five inftantly to death ;,' and that he might always

be able to gratify his fight with a fpeclacle in which his cruelty de-

lighted, he caufed their bodies to be faked and dried ; and when they

were thus fufficiently prepared, he placed them in a hall of his houfe,

Vol. 1. A a t0
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t ferve as fupporters of the pine torches which were burned to give

light in the evening.

The report of fo horrid an a£r. fpread immediately over all the coun-

try. The king of Tezcuco, whole heart was pierced with the intelli-

gence, demanded the aid of the allied kings to revenge the death of

his fons. Montezuma determined that the Tezcucan army mould at-

tack the city of Chalco by land, whilft he and the king of Tacuba with

their troops' made an attack on it by water ; for which purpofe he col-

lected an infinite number, of vefTels to tranfport his people, and com-

manded the armament in perfon. The Chalehefe notwithftanding the

number of the enemy, made a vigorous refinance ; for befides being

themfelves warriors, on this occafion defperation heightened their cou-

rage. The lord of that ftate himfelf, although fo old that he could

not walk, caufed himfelf to be carried in a litter to animate his fubjecls

with his prefence and voice. They were however totally defeated, the

city was facked, and the lord of it punifhed in a moft exemplary man-

ner for his many atrocious crimes. The fpoils, according to the agree-

ment made in the time of king Itzcoatl, were divided among the three

kings, but the city and the whole of the ftate remained from that

time fubjecl to the king of Mexico. This victory, as hiftorians relate,

was owing chiefly to the bravery of the youth Axoquentzin, a fon of

Nezahualcojotl.

This famous king, although he had in early life feveral wives and

many children by them, had not yet conferred on any of them the dig-

nity of queen, as they had been all ilaves or daughters of his fub-

jects {c) . Judging it now necelTary to take a wife worthy of being raifed

to this high rank, and who might bear a fucceiTor to him in the crown

of Acolhuacan, he married Matlalcihuatzin daughter of the king of

Tacuba, a beautiful and modeft virgin, who was conducted to Tezcu-

co by her father and the king of Mexico. On occafion of the nup-

tials there were rejoicings for eighty days, and a year after a fon was

born of this marriage, who was named Nezahualpilli, and fucceeded, as

will appear hereafter, to that crown. A little time after, equally great

(c) Nezahualcojotl married in his youth Nezahualxochitl, as we have already mentioned,

who, being of the royal family of Mexico, was entitled to the honour of being queen ;
but flic

died before the prince recovered his crown from the ufurper.

rejoicings
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rejoicings took place, on occafion of the building of the Hueitecpan or

great palace being completed, of whofe magnificence the Spaniards were

witnefles. Thefe feftivals, at which the two allied kings were prefent,

were concluded with a raoft fumptuous entertainment to which the no-

bility of the three courts were invited. At this entertainment Neza-

hualcojotl made his muficians fing to the accompaniment of inftru-

ments, an ode which he had compofed himfelf, which began thus

;

" Xochitl mamani in ahwkmtitian". the fubjecl: of which was a com-

parifon of the fhortnefs of life and of its pleafures, with the fleeting

bloom of a flower. The pathetic touches of the fong drew tears from

the audience j in whom, according to their love of life, the anticipa-

tion of death made proportionate ideas of melancholy fpring in the

mind.

Montezuma having returned to his court, found himfelf obliged to

crufh an enemy, whofe neighbourhood and almoft domeflic fituation

might make him prove the more dangerous to the ftate. Qiiauh-

tlatoa, the third king of Tlatelolco, inftigated by ambition to extend

his dominions, or from envy of the happinefs of his neighbour and

rival, had formerly been defirous of taking away the life of king

Itzcoatl, and that he might prove fuccefsful, having no fufficient

forces of his own, had entered into a confederacy with other neigh-

bouring lords ; but all his attempts were vain, as Itzcoatl was ap-

prifed of his intentions, prepared in time for defence, and damped his

courage. From that time, fuch a diflruft and enmity fprung up be-

tween the Mexicans and Tlatelolcos, that they continued for years

without any intercourfe, except among fome of the common people,

who ftole off occafionally to the markets. Under the reign of Mon-

tezuma, Quauhtlatoa refumed his hoftile intentions ; but they were not

again left unpuniihed ; Montezuma having got advice of them, pre-

vented the blow by a vigorous attack on Tlatelolco, in which the petty

king was killed, although the city was not then made fubjecl: to the

government of Mexico. The Tlatelolcos elected the brave Moqui-

bulx king, in the choice of whom the king of Mexico himfelf muffc

have had considerable influence.

Montezuma having rid himfelf of this dangerous neighbour, fet out

for the province of the Cohuixcas, which lies to the fouthward of Mexi-

A a 2 co,
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BOOK iv. Co, in order to revenge the lofs of fome Mexicans who had been put to

death by that people. This glorious expedition added to his crown the

ftates of Huaxtepec, Jauhtepec, Tepoztlan, Jacapichtla, Totolapan, Tlal-

cozauhtitlan, Chilapan, which were more than a hundred and fifty

miles diftant from the court, Coixco, Oztomantla, Tlachmallac, and

many others ; then turning to the well, he conquered Tzompahuacan,
bringing under fubjection to the crown of Mexico both the great coun-

try of the Cohuixcas, who had been the authors of the deaths above-

mentioned, and many other neighbouring flates which had nrovoked

his reientment probably by fimilar infults. Upon his return to his

court he enlarged the temple of Huitzilopochtli, and adorned it with

the fpoils of thofe nations. Thefe conquefts were made in the nine

iirft years of his reign.

In the tenth year, which was the 1446 of the vulgar era, a great in-

undation happened in Mexico, occafioned by exceffive rains, which
fwelled the waters of the lake till they overflowed and laid the city fo

much under water as to deftroy many houfes $ and the ftreets becoming

imparlable, boats were made ufe of in every quarter. Montezuma
much diftrefled by the accident, had. recourfe to the king of Tezcuco,

hoping his penetration might fuggeft fome remedy to this calamity.

That difcerning king advifed a great dyke to be made to keep out the

water, and laid down a plan of it, and pointed out the place where it

mould be made. His counfel was approved by Montezuma, who com-
manded it to be followed with inftant execution. He ordered the fub-

jedts of Azcapozalco, Cqjohuacan, and Xochimilco,. to provide fo manv
thoufand large flakes, and the people of other parts to furnim. the ne-

cefiary ftones. He fummoned alfo to this work the inhabitants of

Tacuba, Iztapalapan, Colhuacan, and Tenajuca, and the lords and the

kings themfelves, engaged themfelves firft in the fatigue ; from their

example, their fubjedts were animated to fuch activity, that in a fliort

time the work was perfectly completed which muff otherwife have

been many years in accomplishing. The dyke was nine miles in length,

and eleven cubits in breadth, and was compofed of two parallel pali-

fades, the fpace between which was entirely filled up with frone and fand.

The greater! difficulty which occurred, was in being obliged occasionally

to work within the lake, efpecially in fome places where it was of a con-

fiderable



HISTORY OF MEXICO. 181

fiderable depth ; but this was overcome by the fkill of the conductor, BOOKJV,

and the perieverance of the labourers. This dyke was certainly of

great ufe to the city, although it did not entirely protect it from imm-

dations • that, however, is not wonderful, as the Spaniards-, although

they employed European engineers, were not able to ieffeffe its fecurity

from them, after labouring two centuries and a half upon it, and ex-

pending many millions of fequins.. Whilft this work was going on,

the Chalchefe rebelled, but were quickly brought under obedience again,

although not v/ithout the lofs of fome Mexican officers. « ^ ^
The accident of the inundation was foon foil owedby a famine ;. which F

E

am
;*

ne in.'

arofefrom the harveft of maize, in the years 1448 and 1449, being ex.- Mexico.

ceedingly ftinted j the froft having attacked the ears while they were

-young and tender. In the year 1450, the crop was totally loft from

the want of water. In 1451, befides having unfavourable fearbns-,

there was a fcarcity of grain for feed, fo much of it being confumed on

account of the fcarcity of preceding harvefts ; from which in 1452,

the neceffities of the people became fo great, that as the liberality of

their king and the nobles was not fufficient to relieve them, although

they opened their granaries to affiil them, they were obliged to pur-

chafe the necefTaries of life, with the price of their liberty. Mon-

tezuma being unable to relieve his fubjeclis from their diftrefs, permit-

ted them to go to other countries to procure their fupport ; but know-

ing that fome of them made ilaves of themfelves for two or three days

fuftenance only, he published a proclamation, in which he command-

ed that no woman mould fell herfelf for lefs than four hundred ears of

maize, and no man for lefs than five hundred. But nothing could

flop the deftruitive confequences of famine. Of thofe who went to

feek relief in other countries forne died of hunger on their way. Others

who fold themfelves for food, never returned to their native country..

The greater part of the Mexican populace fupported themfelves like

their anceftors, on the water-fowl, the herbs gi owing in the marines*

and the infeds and fmall fiiri which they caught in the lake. The

following year was not fo unfavourable, and at length, in 1454, which

was a fecular year, there was a raoft plentiful harveft of maize, and

likewife of pulfe, and every fort of fruit..

',/'
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!ut the leans were not permitted to enjoy the feafon of plenty

in quietnefs, being obliged to go to war againft Atonaltzin, lord of the

city and flat? of Coaixtlahuacan, in the country of the Mixtecas,

This was a powerful lord, who, for fome reafons unknown, would not

allow to any Mexican a paftiige through his lands, and whenever they

happened to come there (hewed them the worn: treatment he could.

Montezuma being highly offended with fuch hoflility, fent an embafly

to him, to know the motive of his conduct, and threatened him with

war if he did not make a proper apology. Atonaltzin received the em-
bafly with fcorn, and ordering fome of his riches to be fet before the

amhaffadors, " Bear," faid he, " this prefent to your king, and tell

" him, from it he may know how much my fubjedts give me, and
" how great the love is which they have for me.j that I willingly ac-
s< cept of war, by which it fhall be decided whether my fubjedts are

" to pay tribute to the king of Mexico, or the Mexicans to me."
Montezuma immediately informed the two allied kings of this infolent

anfwer, and fent a confiderable army againft that lord, who was well

prepared, and met them on the frontiers of his flate. As foon as the

armies came in fight of each other, they engaged ; but the Mixtecas

ruihed with fuch fury on the Mexicans, that they were thrown into

diforder, and forced to abandon their enterprize.

The pride of Atonaltzin increafed with the victory, but forefeeing

that the Mexicans would return with a more numerous force, he de-

manded affiflance from the Huexotzincas and the Tlafcalans, who
readily, granted it, rejoicing in having an opportunity of interrupting

the fuccefs of the Mexican arms. Montezuma, who was much trou-

bled at the unhappy iflue of the war, meditated the re-eftablifhment of

the honour of his crown, for which purpofe he fpeedily collected a

numerous and formidable army, refolving to command it himfelf, to-

gether with his two royal allies ; but before they fet out on their march,
he received intelligence that the Tlafcalans and Huexotzincas had at-

tacked Tlachquiauhco, a place in Mixteca, had killed all the Mexican
garrifon there, and deprived fome of the citizens of their lives, and
others of their liberty. Montezuma, now warm with indignation,

marched towards Mixteca. Neither his own power, nor the affiflance

which he received from his friends, were of any avail to Atonaltzin.

J In
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In the very firft conflict his army was totally defeated, many of his ^25-^°
foldiers were killed, and almoft all his confederates j

the few who
<~*~

efcaped the fury of the Mexicans fell by the hands of the Mixtecas, in

revenge for the unfortunate iffue of the battle. Atonal tzin furrendered

to Montezuma, who not only remained in pofleflion of the city, and

the flate of Coaixtlahuacan, but proceeding farther made himfelf mat-

ter of Tochtepec, Tzapotlan, Tototlan, and Chinantla, and in the

two following years of Cozamaloapan, and Quauhtochto. The caufe

of thefe laft wars was the fame with many others, namely, the inha-

bitants of thefe places having in time of peace put fome merchants

and couriers of Mexico to death.

The expedition undertaken in 1457 againft Cuethchtlan, or Cotafta,

proved far more difficult, and more celebrated. This province fili-

ated as we mentioned before on the coaft of the Mexican gulf, and

founded, or at leaft inhabited, by the Olmecas, who were driven out by

the Tlafcalans, was extremely populous. We are ignorant of the oc-

cafion of the war j we know, however, that the Cotaftefe forefeeing the

ftorm which threatened them, called the Huexotzincas and Tlafca-

lans to their affiftance. The two laft feeling high refentment for the

lofs of Coaixtlahuacan, and thirfting for revenge, not only agreed to

affift the other, but perfuaded the Cholulans alfo to enter into the con-

federacy. Thefe three republics fent numerous forces to Cotafta to wait

for the enemy. Montezuma, on his part, raifed a great and brilliant

army, in which the flower of the nobility of Mexico, Acolhua, Tlat-

elolco, and Tepaneca enlifted. Among other perfons of diftinftion in

this army were Axajacatl, the general, Tizoc, and Ahuitzotl, all three

brothers, and of the royal family of Mexico, who fucceffively filled

the throne after Montezuma their coufin. There were alfo the lords

of Colhuacan and Tenaycuca j but the moil refpedtable character was

Moquihuix, king of Tlatelolco, fucceffor to the unfortunate Quauh-

tlatoa. When the army left Mexico, intelligence had not arrived of

the confederacy of the three republics with the Cotaftefe; as foon as

Montezuma knew it, he fent meffengers to his generals not to pro-

ceed, but to return inftantly to his court. The generals entered into

a confutation : fome were of opinion that they ought to obey the ol-

der of their fovereign without hefitation 3 others thought they were

not
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not under obligation to fubmit to an order, which would throw fuch

reflection on their honour, as the nobles mufl be difgraced and de-

graded if they fhunned engaging upon an occafion which was fo fit to

Siew their bravery. The firft opinion prevailed, as being the mofl fafe
;

but in fetting out on their march :o return to Mexico, Moquihuix the

kinp-, addreffed them :
" Let thofe return, whofe fpirit can fuffer them

e<
to turn their backs upon the enemy, whilft I with my people of

<£ Tlatelolco alone bear off the honour of the victory." This refo-

lute determination of Moquihuix, fo roufed and fired the other gene-

rals, that they all refolved to meet the danger. At length they joined

battle with the enemy, in which the Cotaftefe although they fought

courageoufly, were neverthelefs vanquished, with all their allies: of

thefe laft, the greater part were left on the field ; of both, fix thoufand

two hundred were made priforie'rs, who were foon after facrificed at the

feilival of the confecration of the ^uaxicalco, or the religious edifice ap-

propriated for the prefervation of thefkulls of the victims. The whole

of that province remained fubjecl: to the king of Mexico, who efta-

bliihed a garrifon there, to keep that people in obedience to the crown.

This great victory was principally owing to the bravery of Moquihuix ;

and even until our day, a Mexican fong or ode has been preferved,

which was at that time compofed in his praife (e). Montezuma

more pleafed with the happy fortune of the war, than offended at the

difobedience to his orders, rewarded the king of Tlatelolco by giving

him one of his coufins to wife, who was the fifler of the above men-

tioned princes, Axayacatl, Tizoc, and Ahuitzotl.

In the mean while the Chalchefe were daily rendering themfelves more

.deferving of chaflifement, not folely by rebellion, but alfo by the com-

miffion of other new offences. At this time they had the audacity to

take the brother of the king Montezuma himfelf, who was, according to

what we can learn, lord of Ehecatepec, with fome other Mexicans, pri-

foners. A crime of this nature committed on a perfon fo nearly related

in blood to their fovereign, appears to have been a meafure contrived

by them to ^et rid of the power of the Mexicans, and make the city

pf Chalco the rival of Mexico ; as they were defirous of making that

{e) Bpturini makes mention of .this ode, which he had, among other manufcripts and paint-

ing's, in his very valuable mufeum.

lord,
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lord, king of Chalco j and frequently, though in vain, propofed it to *?2]FIV?

him. He perceiving them fixed in their refolution, ' told them he

would accept the crown they offered ; but, that the adt of his exalta-

tion might be the more folemn, he defired they would plant in the

market-place, one of the higheft trees, and place a fcaffold upon it,

from which he might be viewed by all. Every thing was done as he

requeued : having affembled the Mexicans around the tree, he afcended

the fcaffold with a bunch of flowers in his hand ; then from the height,

in the view of an immenfe concourfe of people, he thus addreffed his own

people :
" Ye know well, my brave Mexicans, that the Chalchefe wifh

11 to make me their king ; but it is not agreeable to our God that I

" mould betray our native country, I chufe rather to teach you by my
" example, to place higher value on fidelity to it, than upon life itfelf."

Having fpoke thus, he threw himfelf headlong from the fcaffold. This

a£t, though barbarous, was agreeable to the ideas which the ancients

entertained of magnanimity, and was fo much lefs cenfurable than that

of Cato and others, celebrated by antiquity, as the motive was nobler

and the courage of the Mexican greater. The Chalchefe were fo en-

raged at the deed, that they fell inftantly on the other Mexicans and killed

them with their darts. The next evening they heard by chance the

melancholy fcreaming of an owl, which, as they were extremely addicled

to fuperflition, was interpreted, a fatal omen of their approaching ruin.

They were not deceived in the anticipation of their difaflers • for

Montezuma, highly provoked by their rebellion and their enormous of-

fences, immediately declared war, and caufed fires to be kindled on the

tops of the mountains, as a fignal of thepunifhment to which he con-

demned the rebels. He then marched with his army againfl that pro-

vince, and made fuch havock of the enemy as to leave it almoft depo-

pulated. Immenfe numbers were flaughtered, and thofe who efcaped

with life, fled into the caves of the mountains which rife above the

plains of Chalco ; fome, to remove themfelves flill further from dan-

ger, pairing to the other fide of the mountains, took refuge in Huexot-

zinco and Atlixco. The city of Chalco was facked and plundered.

The fury of revenge was fueceeded in Montezuma, as is ufual to noble

minds, by feelings of companion for the unfortunate. He proclaimed

a general pardon to all the fugitives, particularly for the relief of the

Vol. I, Bb aged,
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aged, the women, and the children, inviting, them to return without fear

to their native 'country; nor content with that only, he ordered his

troops to traverfe the mountains, to call back the wanderers who had

fled from man to find melter among the wild beafts, and woods. Ma-

ny returned, who were diftributed in Amaquemecan, Tlalmanalco, and

other places; but many refigned themfelves to their fate in the moun-

tains, from diftruft of the pardon, or the excefs of their defpair. One

part of the country of Chalco was divided by Montezuma among the

officers who had the moil diftinguifhed themfelves in the war.

After this expedition the Mexicans conquered Tamazollan, Piaztlan,

Xilotepec, Acatlan, and other places. By fuch rapid conquefts Mon-

tezuma fo enlarged his dominions, that in the eaft he extended them

as far as the gulf of Mexico; in the fouth-eaft, to the centre of the

country of the Mixtecas ; in the fouth, as far as Chilapan and fome-

thino- beyond it; in the weft, to the valley of Toluca ;
in the north-

weft! to the centre of the country of the Otomies ;
and in the north,

as far as the termination of the vale of Mexico.

But while fo attentive to war, this famous king neglecled not what

concerned internal polity and religion. He publifhed new laws, added

to the fplendor of his court, and introduced there many ceremonials

not known to his predeceffors. He erected a large temple to the god of

war, ordained many new religious rites, and increafed the number of the

priefts The interpreter of Mendoza's collection adds, that Montezuma

was himfelf fober, and remarkably rigorous in punching drunkennefs

;

and that by his iuftice and prudence, and the propriety of his adions, he

made his fubjefts fear and love him. At laft, after a very glorious reign

of twenty-eight years and fome months, in 1464 he died, univerfally

regretted His funeral was celebrated with more than ordinary fo-

lemnity, 'in proportion to the increafed magnificence of the court, and

the power of the nation.
_

Before his death he affembled the chief nobility of his court, and ex-

horted them to agree among themfelves, and prayed of the ektos

that they would, after his death, chufe Axayacat1, whom he though

the fitteft perfon to promote the glory of the Mexicans Whether

it was from deference to the opinion of a king who had gained lb

much dcfert from his nation, or bccaufc they knew the merit ofAxayaca 1
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the eledors chofe him in preference to his elder brother. He was the BOOKnr.

fon of Tczozomoc, who had been the brother of the three kings who

preceded Montezuma, and a fon, as well as they, of king Acamapitzin.

After the feftival of theeledion, the new king, after the example of

his oredeceifors, went to war, to colled vidims for a facrifice at his

coronation. He made his expedition againft the province of Tecuan-

tepec fituatcd on the coaft of the Pacific Ocean, four hundred miles to

the fouth-eaft, from Mexico. The people of Tecuantepec were well

prepared, and in confederacy with their neighbours, to oppofe the at-

tempts of the Mexicans. In the keen battle which took place, Axaya-

cath who commanded as general, pretended flight, to lead the enemy

into an ambuicade. They purfucd the Mexicans, triumphing in their

viftory, when fuddenly they found themfelves attacked behind by

one part of the Mexican army which came from their ambufh, and at-

tacked in front by thofe who were flying and had now faced about upon

them • harrarled thus on both fides, they were foon totally defeated

The enemy, who were able to fave themfelves by flight, were purfued

by the Mexicans as far as the city of Tecuantepec, to which they fet

fire, and taking advantage of the confufion and confternation of the

people, they extended their conquefts as far as Coatulco, a —me
place, the port of which was much frequented by the veflels of the

Spaniards, in the next century. From this expedition Axayacatl re-

turned enriched with fpoils, and was crowned with the greateft pomp,

there beinga proceffion of the tribute-bearers, and a facrifice made of the

prifeners, °In the firft years of his reign, following the fteps of his pre-

deceflor he applied himfelf to the extenfion of his conquefts. In 1467

he re-conquered Cotafta and Tochtepec. In 1468, he obtained a com-

plete victory over the Huexotzincas and Atlixcas ;
and on his return to

Mexico, he undertook the building of a temple, which he called Coat-

Ian The Tlatelolcos erected another in rivalmip, which they called

'CMXdloth by which the difcord between thefe two kings was revived,

which turned out, as we (hall fee hereafter, fatal to the Tlatelolcos.

In 1469, Totoquihuatzin, the firft king of Tacuba, died, who, for up-

wards of forty years, while he held that fmall kingdom, was conftantly

faithful to the king of Mexico, and ferved him in almoft all the wars

He was fucceed-

ed.
which he undertook againft the enemies of the ftate.

Bb 2
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BOOK IV. ed in the throne by his fon Chimalpopoca, who refembled him no lefs

in his bravery than his fidelity.

The lofs which the Mexicans fuffered, in 1470, by the death of the

great Nezahualcojotl king of Acolhuacan, was far more afflicting. This

king was one of the moft renowned heroes ofancient America. His cou-

rage, which in his youth was rather fool-hardinefs, however great it ap-

peared, was frill one of the lefs noble faculties of his foul. His forti-

tude and conftancy during the thirteen years which he continued de-

prived of the crown and perfecuted by the ufurper, were truly won-

derful. His integrity in the administration of juftice was inflexible.

To make his nation more civilized, ahd to correct the diforders intro-

duced into the kingdom in the time of the tyrant, he publifhed eighty

laws, which were afterwards compiled by his celebrated defcendant

D. Ferdinando D'AIba Ixtlilxochitl in his rnanufcript, entitled, Storia

de
r

Signori Cicimechi. He ordained that no fuit, civil or criminal,

mould be prolonged more than eighty days, or four Mexican months..

Every eighty days there was a great aflembly in the royal palace,, at

which the judges and delinquents attended. Whatever caufes had been

left undecided in the four preceding months, were infallibly determin-

ed on that day ; and thofe who were convicted of any crime, immedi-

ately and without any remiffion, received punifhment proportioned to

their offence, in prefence of the whole afTembly- To different crimes,

different puniihments belonged; fome were punifhed with the utmoft

rigour, particularly adultery, fodomy, theft, homicide, drunkennefs,.

and treafon to the ftate. If we are to credit the Tezcucan hiftorians,

he put four of his own fons to death, for committing incefl with their

mother-in-law.

His clemency to the unfortunate was alfo remarkable. It was- for-

bid, under pain of death, throughout the kingdom, to take any thing

from another's field ; and fo ftrict was this law, that the ftealing of fe-

ven ears of maize was fufficient to incur the penalty. In order to

provide, in fome meafure, for neceffitous travellers, without breach of

this law, Nezahualcojotl commanded that both fides of the principal

highways mould be fown with maize and other feeds, with the fruits

of which thofe who were in want might fupply themfelves. A great

part of his revenue was fpent in relief of the poor, particularly thofe

who
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who were aged, fick, and in widowhood. To prevent the confump-

tion of the woods, he prefcribed limits to thofe who cut wood, and

forbid trefpaffes on them, under fevere penalties. Being defirous of

knowing if this prohibition was ftridtly obferved, he went out one day

in difguife, with one of his brothers, and took the way to the foot of

the neighbouring mountains, where the boundaries prefcribed, com-

menced. There he found a youth employed in gathering the fmall

chips which remained of Tome wood that had been cut, and afked him

why he did not go into the woods to cut fuel. Becaufe the king, faid-

the lad, has forbid the trefpaffing on thefe limits, and if we do not obey

him he will punifli us feverely. Neither importunity nor promifes

which the king made, were fufficient to make him willing to tranfgrefs.

The compaffion excited in him by this poor youth, moved him to en-

large the former limits he had fixed.

He was particularly zealous in his attention to the faithful admini-

stration of jufKce, and that none from their neceffities might plead an

excufe for being corrupted by any of the contending parties, he ordered

the fupport of all his ministers and judges, their clothing, and every

neceffary according to the rank and quality of the perfon, to be fup-

plied out of the royal treafury. So much was expended annually in

his houfhold, in the fupport of his minifters and magistrates, and in

relief of the poor, it would be totally incredible, nor mould we be

bold enough to write it, were it not certified by the original paintings,

feen and examined by the firft religious miffionaries, who were em-

ployed in the converfion of thefe people, and confirmed by the icPd-

mony of a third grandfon of this fame king, who being converted to

chriftianity was baptized by the name of Don Antonio Pimentel (fj.

The annual expenditure made by Nezahualcojotl reduced to Caitilian

meafure, was therefore as follows

:

Of Maize, - - - 4>9 00 >300 Fanegas (g):

Of Cocoa nuts, - - - 2,744,000 Fan.

Of Chili or common pepper and Tomate, 3,200 Fan.

Of Chiltecpin, or fmall pepper, - 24° Fan.

(f) Torquemada the hiftorian, had thefe paintings in his hands, by his own teftimony.

(g) The Fanega is a Spanifh meafure for dry goods, containing about a hundred Spanifh

pounds, or one hundred and thirty Roman pounds.
Of

IS9

BOOK IV.
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Of fait,

-.-.-•- 1,300 large ballets.

Of Turkeys, - - - 8,000.

The quantity confumed of Chia, French beans, and other legumi-

nous plants ; of deer alfo, and ducks, quails, and other birds, was in-

finite and numberlefs. Every perfon will eafily comprehend how

great the extent of population mud have been to amafs fuch a vail

quantity of maize and cocoas ;
particularly as it was neceilary to

procure this laft by commerce with warm countries, there being no

foil in all the kingdom of Acolhuacan fit for the culture of this

plant. During one half of the year or nine Mexican months, four-

teen cities furniflied fuch provifiofts, and fifteen other cities fupplied

them during the other half year. Young men were employed to carry

on their backs the fuel which was confumed in the royal palace, in

amazing quantities {g)

.

The progrefs made by this celebrated king, in the arts and fciences,

was fuch as is to be expected from a great genius who is without books

to iludy, or maflers to inftrucl him. He excelled in the poetry of

thefe nations, and produced many compofitions which met with uni-

verfal applaufe. In the fixteenth century, his lixty hymns, compofed

in honour of the Creator of Heaven, were celebrated even among

the Spaniards. Two of his odes or fongs, tranfiated into Spanifh

verfe by his defendant Don Ferdinando d'Alba XxtlilxochitJ, have been

preferved unto our time (b). One of thefe was wrote fome time after

the ruin of Azcapozalco. The fubjecl of it was iimilar to the other

which we already mentioned ; it lamented the inconilancy of human

gfeatnefs, in the perfon of the tyrant Tezozomoc, whom he compared

to a large and {lately tree which had extended its roots through many

countries, and fpread the made of its green branches over all the lands

of the empire but at laft, worm-eaten and walled, fell to the earth,

never to relume its youthful verdure.

(g) The fourteen cities charged with fiirnifhing- proviiions for the fir{t half year were Tez.

paco, Huexotia, Coatlichan, Atenco, Chiauhtla, Tezonjocan, Papalotla, Tepetlaoztoc, Acol-

man, Tepechpan, Xaltocan, Chimalhuacan, Iztapalocan, and Coatepec. The other fifteen

were Otompan, Aztaquemecan, Teotihuacan, Cempoallan, Axapochco, Tlalanapan, TepepoU

co, Tizajocan, Ahuatepec, Oztoticpae, Quauhtlatziuco, Cojoac, Oztotlatlauhcan, Achichilla-

cachocan, and i etliztacac.

{b\ Cav. Boturini had two odes compofed by Nezahualcojotl ; we wiflied much for them to

ambl'iili them in this hiuory.
1 Nothing
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Nothing, however, gave fo much delight to Nezahualcojotl, as the -00^
ftudy of nature. He acquired fome ideas of aftronomy, by the fre-

quent obfervations which he made of the courfe of the ftars. He ap-

plied himfelf befides, to the knowledge of plants and animals
;
but

fending he could not keep the natives of other climes alive at his court,.

he caufed paintings to be made from the life, of all the plants and ani-

mals of the country of Anahuac j to which paintings the celebrated

Hernandez bears teftimony, who faw and made ufe of them : paintings

more ufeful and more worthy of a royal palace than thofe winch repre-

fent the dark mythology of the Grecians. He was a curious enquirer

into the caufes of the effects by which nature excited his admiration,:

and frequent observation in that way, led him to difcover the weak-

ads of idolatry. To his fons, he faid privately, that although in con-

formity with the people they paid external adoration to the idols, they

mould yet, in their hearts deteft the worihip which was fo deferving of

mockery, as it was directed to lifelefs forms 5 that he acknowledged no

other God than the Creator of Heaven, and he did not forbid idolatry

in his kino-dom, though inclined to do fo, that he might not be blamed

for contradicting the dodtrines of his anceftors. He prohibited the fa-

crifice of human vidims j but perceiving, afterwards how difficult it

was to make a nation change its ancient and long-rooted ideas m matters

of religion, he again permitted them, but commanded, under fevere pe-

nalties that thefe mould be none but prifoners of war. He creeled in

honour of the Creator of Heaven, a high tower, confifting of nine

floors The laft floor was dark and vaulted, painted within of a blue

colour, and ornamented with cornices of gold. In this tower refided

conftantly fome men whofe office was to ftrike, at certain hours of the

day plates of the fineft metal, at which fignal the king kneeled down

to pray to the Creator of Heaven. In honour likewife of this God, at

a certain time of the year he always obferved a faft {*)

:

The elevated genius of this king, actuated by the great love he

had to his people, produced fo enlightened his capital that m fu-

ture times it was confuted as the nurfery of the arts and the centre of

(i) All the above mentioned anecdotes are extracted from the valuable^#*^ ?*
Ferdinando d'Alba ;

he being fourth grandfon of that lung, received, probably, man> tra-

ditions from his fathers and grand-fathers,
.

cultivation,

~"
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cultivation. Tezcuco. was the city where the Mexican language was

fpoken in the greateft purity and perfection, where the beft artifts

were found, and where poets, orators, and hiftorians moft abounded (/).

The Mexicans and other nations adopted many of their laws ; and if

we may be allowed the application, Tezcuco was the Athens, and Ne-

zahualcojotl the Solon of Anahuac.

In his laft illnefs, having called all his fons into his prefence, he de-

clared Nezahualpilli his heir and fucceffor in the kingdom of Acolhua-

can, who, though the youngeft of them all, was preferred to the reft,

on account of his having been born of the queen Matlalcihuatzin, as well

as of his fingular rectitude and great talents. He enjoined his firft born fon

Acapipioltzin to afiift the new king with his counfel, until he mould learn

the difficult art ofgovernment. He warmly recommended to Nezahual-

pilli the love of his brothers, the care of his fubjects, and a zeal for juftice.

At laft, to prevent any diforder which the news of his death might occa-

fion, he commanded them to conceal it as much as poflible from the peo-

ple until Nezahualpilli mould be fixed in quiet poffeffion of the crown.

The princes received with tears the laft advice of their father, and hav-

ing left him; and come into the hall of audience where the nobility ex -

peclied them, Nezahualpilli was proclaimed king of Acolhuacan, Aca-

pipioltzin declaring it to be the laft will of their father, who having a

long journey to make, chofe firft to nominate his fucceffor. All paid

obedience to the new king, and in the morning after, Nezahualcojotl

died, in the forty-fourth year of his reign, and about the eightieth year

of his age. His fons concealed his death, and hid his body, burning

it fecretly, as is probable ; and inftead of rendering funeral honours to

it, they celebrated tlie coronation of the new king with uncommon

feitivity and rejoicing. But in fpite of their cautious kcvtcy the news

of his death fpread fuddenly through all the land, and many lords came

to the court to condole with the princes. Neverthelefs the vulgar re-

mained perfuaded that their great king was tranflated to the company

of the gods in reward of his virtues.

Some little time after the exaltation of Nezahualpilli to the throne,

the memorable war happened between the Mexicans and their neigh-

Ven of the hiftorians of that kingdom, it appears many were(I) In the lift which we have

of tie royal farn'.ly of Tezcuco

bourj
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bours and rivals, the Tlatelolcos. Moquihuix king of Tlatelolco, be- BOOKJV

ing unable to endure the dazzling glory of the Mexican monarch, ufed

all his arts to darken it. He had married, as we have already mentioned,

a fifter of king Axayacatl, given him by Montezuma in reward for the

famous vi&ory he obtained over the Cotaftefe. On .
this unfortunate

queen he frequently vented his malice againfl his couiin ; nor content-

ed with that he clandeftinely formed leagues with other ftates, which

like himfelf bore unwillingly the Mexican yoke. Thefe were Chalco,

Xilotepec, Toltitlan, Tenajucan, Mexicaltzinco, Huitzilopochco, Xo-

chimilcp, Cuitlahuac, and Mizquic, which agreed to attack the Mexi-

cans in their rear, after the Tlatelolcos mould begin battle with them.

The Quaupanchefe alfo, the Huexotzincas, and Matlatzincas, whofe aid

had been requefted, were to join their troops with thofe of Tlatelolco

in defence of the city. The queen knew of thefe negociations, and

either from the hatred fhe bore to her hufband, or from her love to her

brother and her native country, fhe revealed them to Axayacatl, that he

might ward off a blow which would have fkaken his throne.

Moquihuix being aiTured of the aid of his confederates afTembled the

nobles of his court to encourage them to the undertaking. An old and

venerable prieft raifed his voice in the alTembly, and in the name ofthem

all declared himfelf willing to fight to the lafl againfl the enemies of

his country ; then to animate them flill more he warned the altar of the

facrinces, and prefented the water purple with human blood to the king

to drink, and afterwards to all his officers ; by which they imagined

their courage would be increafed, and doubtlefs it hardened them to the

exercife of cruelty upon their foes. In the mean while the queen grew

impatient of the ill treatment fhe fuffered, and being alarmed at the dan-

gers of war, forfook her hufband and came to Mexico with four fons, to

throw herfelf under the protection of her brother. This it was eafy

for her to do from the very clofe neighbourhood of the two cities. An

incident of this uncommon nature increafed the mutual enmity and dif-

guft of the Mexicans and Tlatelolcos to fuch a degree, that whenever

they met, they abufed, fought, and murdered each other.

The time of commencing the war drawing near, Moquihuix with

his officers and many of his confederates, made a folemn facrifice on the

mountain which was the nearer]: to the city, to obtain the protection

Vol. L C c of
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BOOK IV. of their gods -, and there they fixed the day on which they were to de-

clare war againfr. the Mexicans. A few days after, he fent notice to his.

allies, to be well prepared to fuccour him whenever he fliould begin the.

attack. Xiloman lord of Colhuacan, was to make the firfl onfet, and

afterwards to pretend flight, to induce the Mexicans to purfue him, when

the Tlatelolcos were to fall upon their rear The day after thefe em-

baffies were fent, Moquihuix performed the ceremony of arming his

troops, and then went to the temple of Huitzilopochtli to implore the

aid of that god, where the fame horrible draft was again taken which

Pojahuitl had given them at the firfl congrefs, and all the foldiers palled

before the idol, with a falutation of profound reverence. This cere-

mony was hardly finifhed when a troop of daring Mexicans entered the

market-place, killing every one they met ; but the troops of the Tlate-

lolcos coming fuddenly up, repulfed them and took fome of them pri-

foners, who were facrificed without refpite, in a temple called Tlillan.

That fame day, about fun-fet, fome women of Tlatelolco had the bold-

nefs to advance into the ftreets of Mexico, and to fet fire to the birch

trees at the doors of the houfes, cafcing, at the fame time, impudent re-

proaches upon the Mexicans, and threatning them with approaching

ruin ; but they met with the contempt they deferved.

That night the Tlatelolcos armed themfelves, and in the morning

at break of day they began the attack on Mexico. They were in the

heat of the battle when Xiloman arrived with the Colhuas j but per-

ceiving that the king of Tlatelolco had commenced the engagement

without waiting for his aid or caring for his counfel, that lord retired

in difgufl ;. but defirous of doing fome mifchief to the Mexicans, he

caufed feveral canals to be fhut up, to prevent their receiving any affifl-

ance by water -

} thefe however were foon opened again by order of Ax-

ayacatl. The whole of the day the combat lafted with the utmofl fury

on both fides, until night forced the Tlatelolcos to retire. The Mexi-

cans burnt the houfes of the city which were the nearefl to Tlatelolco,

perhaps on account of their Handing too much in the way in the time

of engagement ; but in fetting fire to them, twenty were made pri-

foners and inflantly facrificed.

Axayacatl that night distributed his army in all the roads which led

to Tlatelolco, and at the dawn of day began to march from every quarter

towards
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towards the market-place, which was to be the point where they were JOO^.

to meet The Tlatelolcos finding themfelves attacked on all fides,

retreated to the public market-place to colled! there all their force and

make the better refinance j but when they reached it, they found them-

felves Hill more incommoded and embarrafled by their numbers. The

words and cries with which Moquihuix endeavoured, from. the top

of the great temple, to encourage his troops, were of no avail. The

Tlatelolcos were beat down and killed, while thofe who fell, vented their

rage in reproaches againft the king : « Defcend from thence you

"coward," they faid, " and take arms ; it is not the part of a brave

" man to ftand calmly looking at thofe who are fighting and falling in

- the defence of their country." But thefe complaints, occafioned by

the fmarting of their wounds and the agonies of death, were altogether

unjuft, as Moquihuix neither failed in the duties of a general nor of a

king It was proper for him not to expofe his life fo much as the fol-

diers did themfelves, as he could be more ufeful to them by his counfel,

and could encourage them by his prefence. In the mean time the Mexi-

cans advanced to -the fteps of the temple, afcended them, and came to

the upper balcony where Moquihuix was calling out to his people, and

made a defperate defence of himfelf; but a Mexican captain, named

Quetzalhua, with a thruft pufhed him backwards down the fteps {m\

when fome foldiers took up his body in their arms, and prefented it to

Axayacatl, who opened his breaft, and tore out his heart. An aft cer-

tainly horrid, but done without the feelings of horror, from its being fo

frequent at their facrinces !

Thus fell the brave Moquihuix, and thus was the petty monarchy of

the Tlatelolcos, which had been governed by four kings in the fpace of

?bout one hundred and eighteen years, diifolved. The Tlatelolcos, after

the death of their king, foon fell into diforder, and attempted to fave

themfelves by flight, by palling acrofs their enemies ;
but four hundred

and fixty remained dead on the market-place, among whom were fome

officers of diftindion. After this defeat the city of Tlatelolco was

united with the city of Mexico, and was no longer confidcred as a difhndt

(m) The Interpreter of Mendoza's collection fays, that after the lofs of the battle, Moquihufe

fled to the top of the temple, and threw himfelf head-long from it, being unable to endure the

reproaches of one of the priefts ; but the account of other hiflonans appears tons more con-

fident with the chara&er of this king. .

C C 2 Clt
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BOOKTV. city, but as a part, or rather as the fuburbs of Mexico, which it is at

prefent. The king of Mexico conftantly maintained a governor there,
and the Tlatelolcos, befides the tribute which they annually paid of
maize, robes, arms, and armour, were obliged to repair the temple of
Huitznahuac as often as it became necelfary.

We are ignorant whether the Quauhpanchefe, the Huexotzincas,
and the Matlatzincas, who were the confederates of the Tlatelolcos,
did actually affift in this war. Of their other allies, hiflorians fay, that
having come to the fuccour of the Tlatelolcos, after the king Moqui-
huix was killed and the conflict over, they returned without aclion.
The moment that Axayacatl found himfelf victorious, he condemned
Pojahuitl, and Ehecatzitzimitl, both of them Tlatelolcos, to the laft

punifhment, for having been the perfons who moft keenly excited the
citizens again!* the Mexicans, and alfo put the lords of Xochimilco*
Cuitlahuac, Colhuacan, Huitzilopochco and others, to death, for en-
tering into a confederacy with his enemies.

To take revenge of the Matlatzincas, a numerous and powerful na-
tion, eflablifhed in the valley of Toluca, and ftill unfubjeded to the
Mexicans, Axayacatl declared war againfl: them, and marching with the
two allied kings he took in his paffage, Atlapolco, and Xalatiauhcoj. and
afterwards he conquered in the fame valley, Toluca, Tetenanco, Mete-
pec, Tzinacantepec, Calimaja, and other places in the fouth divifon of
the valley, which continued, from that time forward, tributary to the
crown of Mexico. Some time after, he returned into the fame province,
to fubdue, likewife, the north part of the valley, at prefent called Valle
d'lxtlahuacan, and in particular Xiquipilco, a eonfiderable city and Hate
of the Otomies, whofe lord, called Tlilcuezpalin was famous for his
bravery. Axayacatl, who likewife boafted of his courage, was anxious to
engage him in fingle combat during the battle, which took place; but
the event proved difaftrous to Axayacatl himfelf; he received a violent
wound on the thigh, and two captains of the Otomies advancing, brought
him, with a few ftrokes more, to the ground, and would have made him
prifoner, if fome young Mexicans had not, when they faw their king in
fuch danger, refolutely defended his liberty and his life . Notwithfland-
ing this misfortune and difgrace, the Mexicans obtained a complete vic-
tory, and, according to what hiflorians fay, made eleven thoufand and fix-

ty pnfoners, among whom were Tlilcuezpalin and the two captains who
had
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had attacked the king. By this glorious victory Axayacatl added Xiqui- BO O K IV,

pilco, Xocotitlan, Atlacomalco, and all the other places comprehended in ^
'"'f

the valley which were not before fubdued, to the crown of Mexico.

As foon as Axayacatl had recovered of his wound, which made him

halt in one leg during the reft of his life, he gave a great entertainment to

the allied kings, at which he put Tlilcuezpalin and the two other cap-

tains to death. The execution of fuch a punifhment did not appear to

thofe people unfeafonable, amidft the feftivity of an entertainment; from

being ufed to fhed human blood, the horror naturally arifing from it,

changed into recreation. So ftrong is the force of cuftom, and fo eafy

is it to familiarize our minds to the moft horrible objects.

In the laft years of his reign, the bounds of his empire appearing ra-

ther too confined towards the weft, he again took the field; and paf-

fing through the valley of Toluca, and crofting the mountains, he

conquered Tochpan and Tlaximalojan, which was afterwards the fron-

tier of the kingdom of Michuacan. From thence returning towards

the eaft he made himfelf matter of Ocuilla and Malacatepec. The pro-

grefs of his conquefts and victories were now interrupted by his death*

which happened in the thirteenth year of his reign, or the 1477 of

the vulgar era. He had a genius for war, and was rigorous in punifli-

ing the tranfgreflbrs of the laws which his predeceffor had eftablifh-

ed. Fie left a numerous offspring by his different wives, among which

was the celebrated Montezuma of whom we fhall fhortly have occafion

to fpeak.

In the room of Axayacatl, Tizoc was elected, who was his elder bro- T;"c;
X
fPU

ther and had ferved in the poft of general of the army («). We do not vehthjang

find where he made his firft expedition to procure the victims neceffary

at the ceremony of his coronation. His reign was fhort and obfcure.

In the tenth painting, however, of Mendoza's collection there is a re-

prefentation of fourteen cities fubdued by him, among which are Toluca

and Tecaxic, which having rebelled againft the crown, occafioned the

neceflity of re-conquering them; alfo Chilian, Jancuitlan, in the coun-

(«) Acofta makes Tizoc fon of Montezuma I. and the interpreter of Mendoza's collection,

makes him fon of Axayacatl ; but both are demonstrated to be wrong, by other hiftorians.

Acofta was wrong alfo in the order of the kings, as he placed Tizoc 's reign before Axayacatl.

See our Differtations on this head..
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try of the Mixtecas, Mazatlan, Tlapan, and Tamapachco. Torque-

mada makes mention of a victory which he obtained over Tlacotepec.

It was in the time of this king, that the war between the Tezcucan

nation and the Huexotzincas happened. This war took its rife from

the ambition of the princes the brothers of king Nezahualpilii. Al-

though they (hewed no difcontent, in the beginning, at the exaltation

of their younger brother, yet as the memory of their late father began

to die awav, they felt themfelves unable to endure the controul of

one whom, in point of age, they had a right to command ; and formed

a fecret confpiracy againit him. To help them in their wicked defigns

they applied firft to the Chalchsfe, who were always the fitteft and

readied for fuch undertakings ; but failing in all the means employed

by them, they made foli citations to the Huexotzincas for the fame pur-

pofe. Nezahualpilii being apprifed of their confpiracy, raifed fpeedily a

ftrong army, and marched again ft the Huexotzincas. The general of

that ftate had procured intelligence of the marks of Nezahualpiili's per-

fon. that he might diredt all his blows againft him, and had promifed

rewards to any perfon who mould produce the king to him alive, or

dead. There were not wanting others, who intimated all this to the

king ; upon which, before he entered into battle he changed garments

with one of his captains > This unfortunate officer, being taken for the

king, was quickly fet upon by the multitude, and killed. As the ene-

my were giving to vent their fury on him, Nezahualpilii made his at-

tack on the Huexotzincan general, and killed him, though not with-

out the greater! rilk of being cut to pieces by the foldiers who flew to

the defence of their general. The Tezcucan people, who fell into the

fame miftake with thofe of Huexotzinco, by not knowing the exchange

of drefs which had been made, began to be difpirited ; but fuddenly

again recognizing the king, they ran up eagerly to refcue him -, and after

defeating the enemy, they facked the city of Huexotzinco, and returned

triumphant with fpoils to Tezcuco. Hiftorians are filent refpecting the

fate of the princes who were the authors of this confpiracy. It is pro-

bable they were either ilain in the battle, or efcaped by flight from the

ehaftifement they deferved. Nezahualpilii, who, a little before had

built himfelf a new palace, defirous of leaving a perpetual monument

of this vidory, ordered likewife the conftru&ion of a wall, which mould

j
. indole
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inclofe exactly fo much fpace of ground as was occupied by the Huex-

otzincas when they came up to the defence of their general, and gave

the place the name of that day on which he had obtained the victory.

Thus did thofe, who are thought by many to have no views of futurity,

feek to immortalize their name and the glory of their adtions.

The king of Tezcuco had already feveral wives, who were defcended

of noble houfes $ but he had not declared any of them his queen, having

referved that honour for one whom he was to take of the royal family of

Mexico. He demanded her of king Tizoc, who gave him one of his

grand-daughters, and daughter of Tzotzocatzin. The nuptials were fo-

lemnized in Tezcuco, a great concourfe of the nobility of both courts

being prefent. This lady had a fifter pofMed of fingular beauty, who was

named Xocotzin. They loved each other fo much, that not being able

to endure a feparation, the new queen obtained permiiTion from her fa-

ther, to take her fifter along with her to Tezcuco. By frequently view-

ing and converfing with his beautiful coufm, the king became fo en-

amoured, that he refoived to wed her alfo, and raife her to the dignity

of queen. Thefe fecond nuptials, according to the account given by

hiftorians, were the moil folemn and magnificent which were ever ce-

lebrated in that country. A fhort time after, the king had by his

firft queen, a fon named Cacamatzin, who fucceeded him in the crown,

and being afterwards made prifoner by the Spaniards, died unhappily.

By the fecond he had Huexotzincatzin {o), ofwhom we mall fpeak pre-

fently, Coanacotzin, who was alfo king of Acolhuacan, and, fome time

after the conqueft by the Spaniards, ordered to be hanged by the con-

queror Cortes, and Ixtlilxochitl, who became a confederate of the Spa-

niards againft the Mexicans, and was converted to chriftianity, and bap-

tized by the name and furname of that conqueror.

Whilft Nezahualpilli continued to multiply his defcendants, enjoy-

ing great peace and tranquillity in his kingdom, the death of the king of

Mexico was plotted by fome of his feudatory fubjedb, Techotlalla,

lord of iztapalapan, either in refentment of fome affront he had received,

or grown impatient of fubordination to Tizoc, conceived the guilty pur-

pofe of attempting the king's life, but difcovered it to thofe only whom

(o) The name Huexotzincatl given to that prince, was certainly on account of his victory

over the Huexotzincas.
,
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BOOK iv. he thought capable of putting it in execution. He and Maxtlaton

lord of Tlachco, agreed upon the manner in which they were to accom-

plifh the dangerous deed. Hiflorians are not of one opinion on this head.

Some of them relate that they employed forcereffes, who, by means of

their arts, took his life from him ; but this is evidently a popular fa-

ble. Others affirm that they adminiftered poifon to him. Which

ever was his mode of death, it is certain that their machinations were

fuccefsful. Tizoc died in the fifth year of his reign, the 148 2d of the

vulgar era. He was a perfon of a circumfpect, ferious, character ;

and rigorous, like his predeceifors and fucceffors, in punifhing delin-

quents. During his time the power and wealth of the crown had ar-

rived to fuch a height, that he undertook to conftruct a temple to the

tutelary god of the nation, which was to have furpalTed in grandeur and

magnificence, all the temples of that country ; he had prepared a vafl

quantity of materials for that purpofe, and had begun the ffructure when

death interrupted his projects.

The Mexicans, well knowing their king had not fallen by any natu-

ral death, fought revenge before they proceeded to a new election. They

were fo diligent in their inquiries and fearch, that they foon detected

the perpetrators of the act, and executed fentence upon them in the

greater public place of the city of Mexico, in prefence of the two al-

lied kings, and of all the Tezcucan and Mexican nobility. The electors

being affembled to appoint a new king, they chofe Ahuitzotl, the brother

of their two preceding kings, who was already general of the army

;

for, from the time of Chimalpopoca the cuftorn had prevailed of ex-

alting no one to the throne who had not firft occupied that poft, it be-

ing judged highly requifite that he who was to become the chief of fo

warlike a nation, mould firft give proofs of his bravery, and that

while he commanded the army, he might learn the art of governing the

kingdom.

The firft object to which the new king paid attention, was the fi-

nishing of that magnificent temple, which had been defigned and be-

gun by his predecefTor. It was refumed with the utmolt fpirit and ac-

tivity, an incredible number of workmen being affembled, and was

completed in four years. While the building was conftructing, the king

went frequently to war, and all the prifoners which were taken from

the
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the enemy, were referred for the feftival of its confecration. The wars BOOK IV.

of thefe four years were carried on againft the Mazahuas, a few miles

diftant towards of the weft, who had rabelled againft the crown of Tacu-

ba ; againil the Zapotecas, three hundred miles diftant in the fouth-eaft j

and againft feveral other nations. When the fabric was completed, the

king invited the two allied kings, and all the nobility of both kingdoms,

to its dedication. The concourfe of people was by far the mod nume-

rous ever feen in Mexico {q) ; as this famous folemnity drew fpe&ators

from the moft diftant places. The feftival lafted four days, during which

they facrificed, in the upper porch of the temple, all the prifoners

which they had made in the four preceding years. Hiftorians are not

agreed concerning the number of the victims, Torquemada fays, that

they amounted to feventy-two thoufand three hundred and forty-four.

Others affirm they were fixty-four thoufand and fixty in number. To
make thefe horrible facrifices with more fhew and parade, they rang-

ed the prifoners in two files, each a mile and a half in length, which

began in the roads of Tacuba and Iztpalapan, and terminated at the

temple (r), where, as foon as the victims arrived, they were facrificed.

After the feftival the king made prefents to all whom he had invited,

which muft certainly have been attended with an enormous expence.

This event happened in i486.

In that fame year, Mozauhqui lord of Xalatlaucho, in imitation of

his king to whom he bore much afTe&ion, dedicated another temple,

which had been built a little before, and facrificed likewife a great num-

ber of prifoners. So much flaughter and blood did the cruel and bar-

barous fuperftition of thefe nations occafion.

The year 1487 was no way memorable, except on account of a vio-

lent earthquake, and the death of Chimalpopoca king of Tacuba, who

was fucceeded by Totoquihuatzin the Second.

(q) Some authors affirm, that the number of perfons at this feftival amounted to fix millions.

Although it appears exaggerated, yet it does not feem altogether improbable, confidering the

populoufnefs of that country, the grandeur and novelty of the feftival, and the eafe with which

jhole people moved from place to place, being accuftomed to travel on foot without the hind-

rance of baggage or equipage.

(r) Betancourt fays that the file of prifoners ranged on the road of Iztapalapan, began at

the place which is now called La Candelaria Malcuitiapilco, and was given this name on that ac-

count, as the word Malcuitiapilco fignifies the tail, point, or the extremity of the prifoners-.

This conjecture is pretty probable ; neither is it eafy to trace a better origin of the name.

Vol. I. D d Ahuitzotl,
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Ahuitzotl, whofe warlike genius did not permit him to enjoy peace,

went again to war againft Cozcaquauhtenanco, and obtained a complete

viclorv -, but -having met with an obftinate refiftance, he treated them

with great feverity. Afterwards he fubdued Quapilollan, and palled from

thence to make war on Quetzalcuitlapillan, a large province peopled with

a warlike nation (s) -

3 and laftly turned his arms againft Quauhtla, a place

iituate on the coaft of the gulf of Mexico, in which war Montezuma,

the fon of Axayacatl, and the fucceffor of Ahuitzotl in the kingdom di-

ftinguifhed himfelf. A little time after, the Mexicans together with the

Tezcucans, went againft the Huexotzincas, in which war Tezcatzin, the

brother of the above mentioned Montezuma, and Tliltototl, a noble

Mexican officer, who afterwards became general of the army, gained

o-reat renown. We do not find in hiftorians either the caule or par-

ticulars of this war. The expedition againft the Huexotzincas be-

ing concluded, Ahuitzotl celebrated the dedication of a new temple

called Tlacatecco, at which the prifoners made in the preceeding wars

were facrificed ; but the rejoicings of this feftival were difturbed by the

burning of the temple of Tlillm.

Thus this king continued in conftant wars until 1496, in which

the war of Atlixco happened. The entry of the Mexican army into

this valley was fo unexpected, that the firft intimation which the At-

lixchefe nation had of it was the fight of them when they entered.

They took up arms immediately in their defence ; but finding they

had not forces fufficient to re fi ft any length of time, they applied to the

Huexotzincas, their neighbours, for amftance. When the Atlixchefe

ambaffadors arrived at Heuxotzinco, they found a famous captain named

Toltecatl playing at football, whofe great courage was ftill lefs remarkable

than the extraordinary ftrength of his arm. As foon as he was informed

concerning the Mexican army, he quitted play to repair with auxiliary

troops to Atlixco, and entering into the battle unarmed to (hew his

bravery, and the contempt he entertained of his enemies, he knocked

down the firft Mexican he met with his fift, and took his arms from

him, with which he began to make great (laughter. The Mexicans being

(s) Torquemada fay?, that Ahuitzotl having frequently attempted the conqueft of Quetzal-

cuirlanpillan, did never yet fuccecd ; but among the conquetts of this king in the eleventh

painting of Mendoza's Collection, this province is reprefented.

1 unable
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unable to overcome the refinance of their enemies, abandoned the field

and returned to Mexico covered with ignominy. The Huexotzincas, in

reward of the Angular bravery of Toltecatl, made him the chief of

their republic. This ftate however was afterwards fubjeded to the domi-

nion ofthe Mexicanswhom they again provoked by frefh infults ; but as the

conquered nations only bore the yoke while they could not make it off,

whenever the Huexotzincas found themfelves able to refift, they rebelled j

and the greater part of the provinces fubdued by the Mexican arms did

the fame, which forced the Mexican army to keep in continual motion,

to regain what their king occafionally loft in this way. Toltecatl ac-

cepted the dignity "and poft conferred upon him ; but a year had

hardly elapfed when he was conftrained to abandon not only his charge

but his country. The priefts and other minifters of the temples mak-

ing an abufe of their authority, entered into private houfes and took

away the maize and turkeys which they found in them, and commit-

ted other exceffes unbecoming their dignity. Toltecatl endeavoured

to put a flop to fuch injuflice ; but the priefts rofe in arms. The po-

pulace fupported them j another party oppofed their violence, and a

war kindled between the two factions, which, like all other civil wars,

brought on the greateft evils. Toltecatl weary of governing a people

fo untraceable, or afraid of perilling in the ftorm, removed from the

city with fome other nobles, and paffing the mountains arrived at Tlal-

manalco. The governor of that city gave fpeedy advice of them to the

king of Mexico, who inftantly put all the fugitives to death in punifh-

ment of their rebellion, and fent their dead bodies to Huexotzinco to

intimidate the rebels.

In the year 1498, it appearing to the king of Mexico, that the na-

vigation of the lake was become difficult from the fcarcity of water, he

was defirous of increafmg it from the fountain of Huitzilopochco which

fupplied the Cojoacanefe, and called on Tzotzomatzin, lord of Cojoa-

can, to give his orders for that purpofe. Tzotzomatzin reprefented to

him that that fpring was not conflant ; that fometimes it was dry, and at

other times ran in fuch abundance, that it might cauie fome difafter to

his court. Ahuitzotl imagining that thefe reafons were mere pretences

to be excufed from doing what he was commanded, repeated his firft

order, but hearing the difficulty firft mentioned infifted on, difmifled

D d 2 him
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him in anger, and made him be put to death. Such is too often the

recompence of good counfel when princes are obftinate in their ca-

prices, and neglect to attend to the fincere rernonftrances of their faith-

ful fubjects. Ahuitzotl being unwilling on any account to abandon his

projects, caufed a large and fpacious aqueduct to be formed (r) from

Cojoacan to Mexico, by which the water was conveyed with many fu-

perftitious ceremonies • fome of the priefts offering incenfe, others fa-

crifking quails, and anointing the lip or border of the aqueduct with

the blood ; others founding muiical inftruments, and otherwife folem-

nizing the arrival of the water. The high-prieft wore the fame habit

with which they reprefented Chalchihuitlkue, goddefs of the water («).

With fuch congratulations the water was received at Mexico ; but the

prevailing joy was not long of being changed into lamentations : as the

rains of that year were fo plentiful, the waters of the lake rofe and

overflowed the city ; the flreets were filled with failing veflels, and

fome houfes warned away. The king happening to be one day in the

lower chambers of his palace, the water entered fuddenly in fuch abun-

dance, that as he flattened to get out at the door, which was low, he

received a violent contufion on his head, which fome time after oc-

caiioned his death. DiffrefTed equally with the accident of the inun-

dation, and the clamours of his people, he called the king of Acol-

huacan to his affiftance, who, without delay, -ordered the dyke to b@

repaired, which had been built by the advice of his father in the reign

of Montezuma.

The Mexicans were fcarcely delivered from the calamity of the in-

undation, when a year after, the fuperabundance of water having rotted

all their maize, they were afflicted with a fcarcity of corn ; but in this

year they had the fortune to -difcover a quarry of tetzontli in the vale

of Mexico, which proved fo ufeful for the buildings of that city.

The king immediately made ufe of this kind of Hone for temples • and

after his example, private individuals built their houfes of it. He or-

(t) This aqueduct was entirely deftroyed by Ahuitzotl himfelf, or his fuccefibr, for on the

arrival of the Spaniards nothing remained of it.

(uj Acofia teltifies that the conveyance of the water of Huitzilopochco to Mexico, and the

ceremonies performed by the priefls were reprefented in a Mexican painting, wh ; ch in his time

.^as, and may be flill, in the library of the Vatican.

dered

I
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dered all fuinous edifices to be pulled down and rebuilt in a better form j ^J^^j
adding much to the beauty and magnificence of his court.

He paned the laft years of his life in conftant wars, namely, thofe S
X
E

X^[;

of Izquixochitlan, Amatlan, Tlacuilollan, Xaltepec, Tecuantepec, and New coj^

Huexotla in Huaxteca. Tliltototl, the Mexican general, having nnifh- Jeathi A*

ed the war of Izquixochitlan, carried his vidorious arms as far as huitzotl.

Quahtemallan, or Guatemala, more than nine hundred miles to the

fouth-eaft from the court, in which campaigns, according to the hifto-

rians, he performed prodigies of valour, but none of them relate the par-

ticular aclions of this renowned general ; nor do we know whether

that great tra£t of country remained fubjecl: to the crown of Mexico.

At length in the year 1502, after a reign of about twenty years,

Ahuitzotl died of an illnefs occafioned by the abovementioned contufion

on his head. He was a very warlike king, and one of thofe who ex-

tended moil considerably the dominions of the crown. At the time of

his death, the Mexicans were in porTeffion of all which they had at the

arrival of the Spaniards. Befides courage, he had two other royal virtues,

which made him celebrated among his countrymen ; thefe were mag-

nificence and liberality. He embellifhed Mexico with fo many new

and magnificent buildings, that it was already become the firfl city of the

new world. When he received the provincial tributes he afTembled the

people in a certain fquare of the city, and perfonally distributed provi-

fions and cloathing to the neceffitous. He rewarded his captains and

foldiers who diftinguifhed themfelv.es in war, and the minifters and of-

ficers of the crown who ferved him with fidelity, with gold, filver,

jewels, and precious feathers. Thefe virtues were put to the foil by fome

vices, as he was capricious, vindictive, and fometimes cruel, and fo

inclined to war, that he appeared to hate peace ; from which the name

Ahuitzotl was ufed proverbially by the Spaniards of that kingdom to

fignify a man whofe troublefome vexatious temper would not permit:

another to live {x). But he was in other refpe&s good humoured, and

delighted fo much in muiic, that he never wanted, neither by night nor

day this amufement in his palace ; but it muit have been prejudicial to

the public good, as it robbed him of a great part of that time which mould

(x) The Spaniards fay, N. is mio Ahuitzote ; Queffi es l'Ahi'itzote di N. a niuno mauca

il i'uo Ahuitzote, &c.
nave-
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BOOK IV. have been dedicated to the important concerns of his kingdom. He

was not lefs attached to the company of women. His predeceffors had
many wives, from an opinion that their authority and grandeur would
be heightened in proportion to the number of perfons who contributed

to their pleafures. Ahuitzotl having fo much extended his dominions,
and encreafed the power of the crown, was defirous alfo of mewing the

fuperiority ofhis grandeur over that ofhis anceftors, in the exceffive num-
ber of his wives. In this ftate was the court of Mexico at the beginning

of the fixteenth century ; of that century fo fruitful in great events*

during which that kingdom was to put on a quite different afpecl, and
the whole order and fyftem of the new world was to be reverfed.

BOOK
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BOOK V.

A

Events under Montezuma II. the ninth K,ng of Mex.co, unt.l the Year

„ „ g Partkulars of his Life, his Government, and the Magnifi-

cence of his Palaces, Gardens, and Woods, the War of-tkjcak,

end Come Account of flahuicole, a llafcalan Captain. Death and

Euloiium ofNezahualpil/i, King of Acolhuacan, and new Revolution,

in that Kingdom. Prcfages of the Arrival of the Spaniards.

Huitzotl being dead, and his funeral celebrated with extraordi- BOOKJ.

nary magnificence, they proceeded to the eleftion of a new fo- Seci . ,.

vereign No brother of the preceding kings furvived; on whtch ac- M-g™.

count, according to the law of the kingdom, one of the grandfons
g
ngofMc*.

of the laft king, who were fons of his predeceflors, had the nght of fuc-

ceffion • of thefe there were many ; for ofthe fons of Axayacatl, Mon-

tezuma', Cuitlahuac, Matlatzincatl, Pinahuitzin, Cecepaaicatzin were

ftffl living, and of thofe of king Tizoc, ImaSlacuijatzin, Tepehuat-

zin, and others, whofe names we do not know. Montezuma, who

was called by the name of Xocojotzin, to diftinguhhkm from the other

king of that name, was elefted in preference to all the others a).

& Befides the bravery which he had difplayed m feveral battles

in which he held the poft of general, he was likewife a pneft, and

much revered for his gravity, his circumfpeftion, and tehgton. He

. was a man of a taciturn temper, extremely dehberate, not only m

words, but alfo in his affions; and whenever he fpoke m the royal

council, of which he was a member, he was hftened to wuh refpefl.

trom au tu<= .,

intemreter of Mendoza's Collection, &c.

' La Xocojouin, names which are eggnfttt to the fenior. »d^*« of the Latins.

Notice
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BOOK V. Notice of the election being fent to the two allied kings, they repaired

inftantly to the court to pay their compliments. Montezuma, being

apprized of it, alfo retired to the temple, appearing to think him-

felf unworthy of fo much honour. The nobility went there to ac-

quaint him with his being elected, and found him fweeping the pavement

of the temple. He was conducted by a numeious attendance to the

palace, where the electors, with due folemnity, intimated the election

had fallen on him as the fitteft perfon to fill the throne of Mexico.

From thence he returned to the temple to perform the ufual ceremo-

nies, and as foon as they were finifhed he received on the throne the

homage of the nobility, and heard the congratulatory harangues of

the orators. The firit fpeech was made by Nezahualpilli, king of A-
colhuacan, which we prefent to our readers fuch as it is preferved to

us by the Mexicans. •,.•'-_•--
" The great good fortune," he faid, " of the Mexican monarchy is

" made manifeft from the unanimity in your election, and the uncommon
" applaufe with which it is celebrated by all. All have in. truth rea-

" fon to celebrate it, for the kingdom of Mexico is arrived at fuch
-" greatnefs, no lefs fortitude than your invincible heart pofTefles, no
" lefs wifdom than that which in you we admire, would be fuffi-

" cient to fupport fo great a load. It is mofl evident, how ltrong

"the love is which the omnipotent God bears to this nation; as

'.* he has enlightened it, that it may difcern and chufe that which can
" be mofl beneficial to it. Who is able to perfuade himfelf that he,

.'.' who, as a private individual, has fearched into the myfteries of hea-

f ven faJ, will not now, when king, know the things of this eartfa,

" which will preferve the happinefs of his fubjects ? That he who on fo

*' many oecafions has difplayed the greatnefs of his foul, will not now re-

" tain it when it is become moft necefTary to him ? Who can believe,

*? that where there is fo much courage, and fo much wifdom, the widow
" or the orphan will ever apply without relief? The Mexican empire
" has unqueftionably attained the height of its power, as the Creator of
il heaven has inverted you with fo much authority as to infpire all thofe

" who behold you with awe and refpect. Rejoice, therefore, O happy

{a) This faying of Nezahualpilli appears to imply that Montezuma was engaged in the ftudy

of aftronomy.

" land,
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« land, that you are deftined to have a prince who will not only be thy BOOK v.

" fupport, but will by his clemency prove a father and brother to his fub-

" je&s. Thou haft, 'indeed, a king who will not feize the occafion of his

"'exaltation to give himfelf up to luxury, and lie fluggiflily in bed, aban-

" doned to paftimes and effeminate pleafures ; his anxiety for thee rather

" will wake and agitate his bofom in the fofteft hour of repofe, nor

" will he be able to tafte food, or relifh the moft delicious morfel, while

" thy interefts are opprened or neglefted. And do you, noble prince and

« moft powerful lord, be confident, and truft that the Creator of hea-

" ven, who has raifed you to fo high a dignity, will give you ftrength

" to difcharge all the obligations which are annexed to it. He who

" has hitherto been fo liberal to you, will not now be niggardly of his

" precious gifts, having himfelf raifed you to the throne on which I

" wifh you many years of happinefs."

Montezuma heard this harangue with much attention, and was fo

greatly affedted by it, that he attempted three times to anfwer it, but

could not, from the interruption of the tears, which the fecret pleafure

he felt produced, and gave^ him the appearance of much humility ;

but, at laft after checking his emotions, he replied in few words, declar-

ing' himfelf unworthy of the ftation to which he was exalted, and

returning thanks to that king for the praifes which he beftowed on

him; and after hearing the other addreffes on this occafion, he returned

to the temple to keep faft for four days, at the end of which he was

re-conduded with great ftate to the royal palace.

He thought now of going to war to procure victims "to be facri-

fked at his coronation. This difafter fell upon the Atlixchefe, who

fome time before had rebelled againft the crown. The king, accordingly,

fet out from the court, with the flower of the nobility, his brothers

and coufins being amongft the number. In this war the Mexicans

loft fome brave officers ; but, notwithstanding, they reduced the rebels

under their former yoke, and Montezuma returned victorious, bring-

ing along with him the prifoners which he required at his corona-

tion. On this occafion was difplayed fo much pomp of games, dances,

theatrical representations and illuminations, and with fuch va-

riety and richnefs of tributes fent from the different provinces of the

kingdom, that foreigners never known before in Mexico, came to fee

Vol. L E e itj
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BOOK V. 1^, and even the enemies of the Mexicans, namely, the TIafcalans and
V"* v"™

Michuac'anefe were prefent in difguife at the fpectacle ; but Montezuma

having intelligence of this, wilth a generofity becoming a king, ordered

them to be properly lodged and entertained, and caufed feveral fcaffolds

to be erected where they might with eafe and conveniency view the whole

of the folemnity.

Sect. II. The firfl act of this king was to reward a renowned captain, named

amfcei-emo- T/ilxocfo't/, with the flate of Tlachaucho, for the great fervices he had
niaisofking

rendered his anceflors during feveral wars : a truly happy commence--
Montezuma. ° 101 1

ment of a reign, had his fucceedmg conduct been correfpondent to it. But

he had fcarce begun to exercife his authority when he difcovered the

pride which had hitherto lain concealed under an exterior of feeming

humility. All his predeceffors had been accuflomed to confer 'offices

on perfons of merit, and thofe who appeared the moil able to difcharge

them, honouring, without partiality, the nobility or thofe of the clafs

of plebeians occafionally, notwithflanding the folemn agreement entered

into by the nobility and plebeians in the reign of Itzcoatl. Monte-

zuma as foon as he feized the reins of government mewed quite differ-

ent fentiments, and difapproved of the conduct of his predeceffors, un-

der pretence that the plebeians fhould be employed according to their

rank, for that in all their actions the bafenefs of their birth, and the

meannefs of their education were apparent. Being biaffed by this

maxim, he flopped the plebeians of thofe offices which they held either

in his royal manfion, or about the court, and declared them incapable

of holding any fuch in future. A prudent old man, who had been his

tutor, reprefented to him that this refolution would alienate the minds

of the people from him ; but no remonflrances were fufficient to di-

vert him from his purpofe.

All the fervants of his palace confifted of perfons of rank. Befides

thofe who conflantly lived in it, every morning fix hundred feudatory

lords and nobles came to pay court to him. They paffed the whole day

in the anti-chamber, where none of their fervants were permitted to

enter, converfmg in a low voice, and waiting the orders of their fovereign..

The fervants who accompanied thofe lords, were fo numerous as to oc-

cupy three fmall courts of the palace, and many waited in theflreets. The
women about the court were not lefs in number, including thofe of rank,

* fervants,
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fervants, and (laves. All this numerous female tribe, Uvea (hut up in a BJO^v.

Si of feraglio, under the eare offome noble matrons, who watehed over

their conduft ;
as thefe kings were extremely jealous and every piece of

ndcondua which happened in the palace, however night, was fevere y

Limed. Of thefe women the king retained thofe who pleafed him W;

The others he gave away, as a recompence for the Cervices of his vaffals.

All the feudatories of the crown were obliged to refide for fome month,

of the year, at the court , and at their return to their ftates, to le ve

their fons or brothers behind them, as hoftagea, wh*h the kmg de-

manded as afecurity for their fidelity , on which account they required

to keep houfes in Mexico.

The forms and ceremonials introduced at court, were another cfeft

of the defpotifm of Montezuma. No one could enter the ?^>^
to ferve the king, or to confer with him on any bufinefs, without pull-

tog off his (hoes and (lockings at the gate. No perfon was allowed

to appear before the king in any pompous drefs, as it was deemed a want

of Spea to majefty , confequently the greateft lords exceptmg the

Beared relations of the king, (flipped themfelves of the rich drefs wh, h

they wore, or at lead covered it with one more ordinary to mew their

humility before him. All perfons on entering the hall of audience, and

before freaking to the king, made three bows, faying at the firft lord;

at the find, my lord , and at the third, great lord («). They fpoke

low, and with the head inclined, and received the anfwer which the king

oav them by means of his fecretaries, as attentively and humbly as if

ft had been the voice of an oracle. In taking leave, no perfon ever turned

his back upon the throne.

The audience hall ferved alfo for his dining room. The table was a

large pillow, and his feat a low chair. The table cloth, napkins and

towels were of cotton, but very fine, white, and always perfeaiy clean

The kitchen utenfils were of the earthen ware of Cholula ;
but none of

thefe things ever ferved him more than once, as immediately after he

gave them to one of his nobles. The cups in which they prepared his

W Some hftlorians affirm ,ha, Mo«erama had a hundred and fifty of his wi«, pregn.n, a-.

once; but it is certainly not "very credible.
, frJthtoam, great

(,) The Mexican wards are, Tlatoani, lord ;
Notlaucat,^ my bid

;
and HuUUtcam, g

l^rd.

E e
chocolate
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chocolate, and other drinks of the cocoa, were of gold, or fome beau-
tiful fea-fhell, or naturally formed veifels curioully varnifhed, of which
we lhall fpeak hereafter. He had gold plate, but it was ufed only on
certain feftivals,-in the temple. The number, and variety of difhes at

his table amazed the Spaniards who faw them. The conqueror Cor-
tez, fays, that they covered the floor of a great hall, and that there

were difhes of every kind of game, fifh, fruit, and herbs of that coun-
try. Three or four hundred noble youths carried this dinner in form ;

prefented it as foon as the king fat down to table, and immediately re-

tired; and that it might not grow cold, every difh was accompanied
with its chafing-difh. The king marked with a rod, which he had in

his hand, the meats which he chofe, and the reft were diftributed

among the nobles who were in the anti-chamber. Before he fat down,,
four of the moft beautiful women of his feraglio, prefented water to him
to wafh his hands, and continued ftanding all the time of his dinner,

together with fix of his principal minifters, and his carver.

As foon as the king fat down to table, the carver fhut the door of the
hall, that none of the other nobles might fee him eat. The minifters

flood at a diftance, and kept a profound filence, unlefs when they made
anfwer to what the king faid. The carver and the four women Jerved
the difhes to him, befides two others who brought him bread made of
maize baked with eggs. He frequently heard mufic, during the time
of his meal, and was entertained with the humorous fayings of fome
deformed men whom he kept out of mere ftate. He fhewed much fa-

tisfaction in hearing them, and obferved that amongft their jefts, they

frequently pronounced fome important truth. When his dinner was
over he took tobacco mixed with liquid amber, in a pipe, or reed beau-

tifully varnifhed, and with the fmoke of it put himfelf to fleep.

After having flept a little, upon the fame low chair he gave audi-

ence, and liftened attentively to all that was communicated to him

;

encouraged thofe who, from embarraffment, were unable to fpeak to

him, 2nd anfwered every one by his minifters or fecretaries. After giv-

ing audience, he was entertained with mufic, being much delighted

with hearing the glorious a&ions of his anceftors fung. At other

times he amufed himfelf with feeing various games played, of which
we mail fpeak hereafter. When he went abroad, he was carried on the

moulders
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{•houlders of the nobles in a litter covered with a rich canopy, attended

by a numerous retinue of courtiers; and wherever he parTed, every per-

fon flopped with their eyes fliut, as if they feared to be dazzled with

the fplendor of majefly. When he alighted from the litter to walk on

foot, they fpread carpets, that he might not touch the earth with his

feet.

The grandeur and magnificence of his palaces, houfes of pleafure,

woods, and gardens, were correfpondent to this majefly. The palace of

his ufual refidence was a vafl edifice of fhone and lime, which had

twenty doors to the public fquare and flreets; three great courts,, in one

of which was a beautiful fountain, feveral halls, and more than a

hundred chambers. Some of the apartments had walls of marble

and other valuable kinds of ftone. The beams were ofcedar, cyprefs, and

other excellent woods, well finifhed and carved. Among the halls

there was one fo large, that, according to the testimony of an eye-

witnefs of veracity (f) , it could contain three thoufand people. Be-

fides this palace, he had others, both within and without the capital. In

Mexico, befides the feraglio for his wives, there was lodging for all his

minifters and counfellors, and all the officers of his houfhold and

court ; and alfo accommodation for foreign lords who arrived there, and

particularly for the two allied kings.

Two houfes in Mexico he appropriated to animals ; the one for

birds, which did not live by prey ; the other for thofe of prey, qua-

drupeds,, and reptiles. There were feveral chambers belonging to

the firft,,and galleries fupported on pillars of marble, all of one piece,

Thefe galleries looked towards a garden, where, in the midfr, of fome

fhrubbery, ten fifh-ponds were formed, fome of them of frefh water-

for the aquatic birds of rivers, and others of fait-water for thofe of the

fea. In other parts of the houfe were all forts of birds, in fuch number

and variety, as to ftrike the Spaniards with wonder, who could not be-

lieve there was any fpecies in the world wanting to the collection. They

were fupplied with the fame food which they fed upon while they en-

joyed their liberty, whether feeds, fruits, or infects. For thofe birds

(f) The anonymous conqueror, in his valuable relation or narrative. He fays alfo, that he

nt four different times- into that great palace, and ranged over it till he was fatigued, but

which
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who lived on fifti only, the daily confumption was ten Caftilian pefos

of fim, (according to the teftimony of the conqueror Cortez, in his let-

ters to Charles V.) which is more than three hundred Roman pounds.

Three hundred men, fays Cortez, were employed to take care of thofe

birds, befides their phyficians, who obferved their diftempers, and ap-

plied timely remedies to them. Of thofe three hundred men, fome

procured them their food, others diflributed it, others took care of

their eggs at the time of their incubation, and others picked their plu-

mage at certain feafons of the year; for, befides the pleafure which

the king took in feeing fo great a multitude of animals collected toge-

ther, he was principally careful of their feathers, not lefs for the fake of

the famous Mofaic images, of which we mall fpeak hereafter, than of the

other works which were made of them. The halls and chambers of thofe

houfes, were fo many in number, as the conqueror above mentioned at-

tefts, that they could have accommodated two great princes with all

their retinue. This celebrated houfe was fituated in the place where, at

prefent, the great convent of St. Francis frauds.

The other houfe appropriated to the wild animals, had a large and

handfome court, with a chequered pavement, and was divided into va-

rious apartments. One of them contained all the birds of prey, from

the royal eagle to the keflrel, and many individuals of every fpecies.

Thefe birds were diflributed, according to their fpecies, in various fub-

terraneous chambers, which were more than k\cn. feet deep, and up-

wards of feventeen in length and breadth. The half of every cham-

ber was covered with flat jftones ; and ftakes were fixed in the wall,

on which they might fleep, and be defended from rain. The other

half of the chamber was only covered with a lattice, through which

they enjoyed the light of the fun. For the fupport of thefe birds,

were killed, daily, near five hundred turkeys. In the fame houfe

were many low halls filled wfth a great number of ftrong wooden

cages, in which, lions, tygers, wolves, coyotoo, and wild cats were

confined, and all other kinds of wild beafts, which were fed upon

deer, rabbits, hares, techichis, and other animals, and the interlines of

human facrifices,

The king of Mexico not only kept all the fpecies of animals, which

other princes do for ftate, but likewife fuch as by nature feemed ex-

empted
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empted from flavery, namely, crocodiles, and fcrpents. The ferpents ^2^Z*
were kept in large caiks or veffels j the crocodiles in ponds, which

were walled round. There were alfo, various ponds for fifh, two of

which, that are remaining and ftill beautiful, we have feen in the palace

of Chapoltepec, two miles from Mexico.

Montezuma, who was not fatisfied with having every fort of animal

In his palace, alfo collected there all irregularly formed men, who either

from the colour of their hair, or of their fkin, or fome other deformity

in their perfons, were oddities of their fpecies. A humour this, how-

ever, not unattended with beneficial conferences, as it gave maintenance

to a number of miferable objeds, and delivered them from the inhu-

man infults of their other fellow-creatures.

All his palaces were furrounded with beautiful gardens, where there

was every kind of beautiful flower, odoriferous herb, and medicinal

plant. He had, likewife, woods inclofed with walls, and furnifhed

with variety of game, in which he frequently fported. One of thofe

woods was upon an ifland in the lake, known at prefent, among the

Spaniards, by the name oiPinon.

Of all thefe palaces, gardens, and woods, there is now remaining

the wood of Chapoltepec only, which the Spanifh viceroys have pre-

ferved for their pleafure. All the others were deftroyed by the con-

querors. They laid in ruins the moil magnificent buildings of anti-

quity, fometimes from an indifcreet zeal for religion, fometimes in re-

venge, or to make ufe of the materials. They neglected the cultiva-

tion of the royal gardens, cut down the woods, and reduced that coun-

try to fuch a ftate, the magnificence of its former kings could not now

find belief, were it not confirmed by the teftimony of thofe who were

the caufes of its annihilation.

Not only the palaces, but all the other places of pleafure, were kept

in exquifite order and neatnefs, even thofe which were feldom or never

vifited j as there was nothing in which he took more pride than the

cleanlinefs of his own perfon, and of every thing elfe which was his. He

bathed regularly every day, and had baths, therefore, in all his palaces.

Every day he wore four dreffes ; and that which he once put off, he ne- s E c T . IV.

ver after ufed again : thefe were referved as largefles for the nobles who ™l^ot

ferved him, and the foldiers who behaved gallantly in war. Every Montezuma,

morning,

'
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morning* according to the accounts given by fome hiftorians, upwards

of a thoufand men were employed by him in fweeping and wa tering the

ftreets of the city.

In one of the royal buildings was an armory filled with all kind

of offenfive and defenfive arms, which were made ufe of by thofe na-

tions, with military ornaments, and enfigns. He kept a furprifing num-

ber of artificers at work, in manufacturing thefe and other things. He

had numerous artifls conftantly bufied likewife, namely, goldfmiths,

Mofaic work-men, fculptors, painters, and others. One whole diftridt

ceniifted folely of dancing- mailers, who were trained up to entertain

him.

His zeal for religion was not lefs confpicuous than his magni-

ficence. He built feveral temples to his gods, and made frequent

facrifices to them, obferving with great punctuality the eftablifhed rites

and ceremonies. He was extremely careful that all the temples, and

in particular the greater temple of Mexico, mould be well kept, and

exquifitely clean ; but his vain fear of the auguries and pretended ora-

cles of thofe falfe divinities totally debafed his mind.

He was anxioufly attentive to the execution of his orders, and the

laws of the kingdom, and was inexorable in punifhing tranfgrefTors.

He tried, frequently, by fecret prefents, the integrity of his magiftrates,

and whenever he found any of them guilty, he puniihed them without

remiflion, even if they were of the firft rank of the nobility.

He was an implacable enemy to idlenefs, and, in order to banifh it as

much as poffible from his dominions, he kept his fubjefts perpetually

employed ; the military, in conftant warlike exercifes ; the others, in

the culture of the fields, and in the conftruclion of new edifices, and

other public works ; and even beggars, that they might not be totally

idle, were enjoined to contribute a certain quantity of thofe filthy infe&s

which are the breed of naftinefs and adherents of wretchednefs.

The opprefiion which he made his vaflals feel, the heavy burdens he

impofed on them, his own arrogance and pride, and exceffive feverity

in punifhments, difgufled his people ; but, on the other hand, he gained

their love by his liberality in {applying the neceffities of individuals, as

well as rewarding his generals and rninifters. Amongft other things

worthy to be recorded with the higheft praifes, and to be imitated by all

princes^
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Sect. V.
War of Tlaf-

cala.

princes, he allotted the city of Colhuacan as an hofpitalfor all invalids, BOOK V

who, after having done faithful fervice to the crown, either in military

or civil employments, required a proviiion for their age or infirmi-

ties. They were there maintained, and attended to at the expence of

the king. Such were the good and bad qualities of the celebrated Mon-

tezumal which we have thought proper to lay before the reader here,

before we go on to detail the events of his reign.

In the beginning of his government, he put to death Malinalli, lord

of Tlachqu-iauhco, for rebellion againft the crown of Mexico ;
he re-

duced the ftate again under his obedience, and conquered, alfo, that of

Acbioilm. A little time after, another war broke out more ferious and

dangerous, in which he was not fo fuccefsful.

Amon«-ft the many provinces which either voluntarily fubjeded them-

felves to the Mexicans from fear of their power, or were conquered by

force of arms, the republic of Tlafcala remained always unfubdued, hav-

ing never bowed to the Mexican yoke, although fo little diftant from the

capital of that empire. The Huexotzincas, Cholulans, and other neigh-

bouring ftates, who were formerly allied with the republic, growing jeal-

ous afterwards of its profperity, exafperated the Mexicans againft it,

by infinuating that the Tlafcalans were delirous of making themfelves

mafters of the maritime provinces on the Mexican gulf, and that by their

commerce with thofe provinces, they were daily increafing their power

and their wealth, and were gaining the minds of the people with whom

they had traffick. The commerce of the Tlafcalans, of which the Huex-

otzincas complained, was both juftifiable and neceflary ;
becaufe, be-

tides that the greater part of the people of thefe coafts were originally of

Tlafcala, and confidered each other as kindred and relations ;
the Tlaf-

calans Were under the neceffity of providing themfelves from thence

with what cocoas, cotton, and kit they wanted. Neverthelefs the

reprefentations of the Huexotzincas had fuch influence on the Mexi-

cans, that fmce the time of Montezuma I. all the kings of Mexico had.

treated the Tlafcalans as the greateft enemies of the empire, and had al-

ways maintained ftrong garriions on the frontiers of Tlafcala, to obftrudl:

their commerce with the maritime parts.

The Tlafcalans finding themfelves, deprived of their freedom of com-

merce, and confequently of the means of obtaining fome of the neceiTaries.

Vol. 1. F f of
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of life, refolved to fend an embafly to the Mexican nobility, (probably m
the time of king Axayacatl) complaining of the wrong done them through

the falfe infinuations of their rivals. The Mexicans who were become

infolent from profperity, replied, that the king of Mexico was lord

of all the world, and all mortals were his vaffals ; and that as fuch,

the Tlafcalans mould render him due obedience, and acknowledge him
by tribute, after the example of other nations ; but if they refufed fub-

jeclion, they muft perim without remedy, their city would be facked,

and their country given to be inhabited by another race of people. To
fo arrogant and weak an anfwer, the ambaifador returned thofe fpirited

words :
" Moil powerful lords, Tlafcala owes you no fubfcription, nor

" have the Tlafcalans ever acknowledged any prince with tributes fince

their anceflors left the countries in the North, to inhabit this land.

" They have always preferved their liberty, and being unaccuftomed to

" the flavery to which you pretend to fubject them, rather than fub-

" mit to your power, they will fried more blood than their fathers

fried in the famous battle of Pojauhtlan."

The Tlafcalans alarmed at the arrogant and ambitious pretenfions of

the Mexicans, and defpairing of being able to bring them to any ami-

cable agreement, refolved at kit to fortify their frontiers to prevent an

invafion. They had already!nclofed the lands of the republic with in-

trencliments, and eftablifhed good garrifons on their frontiers : the

threats of the Mexicans made them increafe their fortifications, and

flrengthen their garrifons, and conftruct that famous wall fix miles in

length, which prevented the enemy from entering in the quarter of the

weft, where danger was chiefly to be apprehended. They were frequently

attacked by the Huexotzincas, the Cholulans, the Itzocanefe, the Te-

camachalchefe, and other Hates which were neighbouring, or but little

diftant from Mexico ; but they never could wreil a foot of land from

the republic, owing to the watchful attention of the Tlafcalans, and the

bravery with which they reiiiled their invaders.

A great many fubjedts of the crown of Mexico had taken refuge in

the country of Tlafcala, particularly fome of the Chalchefe nation, and

the Otomies of Xaltocan who fled from the ruin of their native coun-

tries, in the wars above-mentioned. They bore an inveterate hatred to

the Mexicans, from the evils which they had fuffered, and appeared.,

there-
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therefore, to the Tlafcalans, to be the fitted people to give vigorous op- BOOK

pofition to their enemies ; in this they were not deceived j for the Mexi-

cans found no refiftance more powerful than that which they met with

from thefe exiles, efpecially the Otomies compofing the frontier gar-

fifons, who ferved the republic with great fidelity, and were reward-

ed with the highefl honours and employments.

All the time that Axayacatl and his fucceflbrs reigned, the Tlafcalans

continued to be obftrufted in their commerce with the maritime pro-

vinces, by which means the common people were fo much in want of

fait, that they grew accuftomed to eat their food without that feafon-

ing,' and did not return to the ufe of it for many years after the con-

queft ; but the nobles, or at leaf* fome of them, had fecret correfpond-

ence with fome Mexican lords, and got a fupply of what was neceftary,

without the populace of either country having any knowledge of it. Every

perfon knows that in all general calamities, the poor are thofe who

fuffer the greateft hardships, while thofe of better circumftances efcape,

or at leaft find means by their wealth to foften and relieve them.

Montezuma being unable to endure a refufal of obedience and hom-

age from the little republic of Tlafcala, while fo many nations,^ even

the moft diftant, were tributary to him, ordered in the beginning of

his reign, the ftates in its neighbourhood to mufter their troops,

and attack the republic on every fide. The Huexotzincas, in con-

federacy with the Cholulans, quickly raifed their forces, under com-

mand of Tecajahuatzin, the chief of the ftate of Huexotzinco j

but confiding more in their arts than their ftrength, they tried to

draw over to their party, by bribes and promifes, the inhabitants of

Huejotlipan, a city of the republic, fituated on the frontiers of the king-

dom of Acolhuacan, and the Otomies, who guarded the other frontiers

;

but neither would be prevailed upon": on the contrary, they declared

they were refolved to die in defence of the republic. Upon which

the Huexotzincas, being obliged to make ufe of their ftrength, en-

tered with fuch fury into the boundaries of Tlafcala, that the frontier

garrifon was not able to withftand them • they committed great flaughter,

and advanced as far as Xiloxochitla, which was only three miles diftant

from the capital. There they met with a flout refiftance from Te%dt-

Jacatzin, a celebrated Tlafcalan captain, who fell at laft however, being

F f 2 over-

v.
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overcome by the multitude of his enemies. Finding themfelves fo near
the capital, they conceived fuch a dread of the vengeance of the Tlafca-
lans, that they retreated precipitately to their own territories. Such was
the commencement of the continual battles and the hoftilities which fub-
fifted between the two Mates until the arrival of the Spaniards. We are
uninformed by hiftory whether the other ftates in the neighbourhood
of Tlafcala were engaged in the war : perhaps, the Huexotzincas and
and Cholulans were unwilling to let any other have a (hare in their

glory.

The Tlafcalans were now fo enraged againfl the Huexotzincas, that
they did not confine themfelves any longer to the defence of their ftate,.

but frequently fallied out upon the enemy. At one time they attacked
them at the foot of the mountains, which lie to the well of Huexot-
zinco, and reduced them to fuch difficulties, that finding themfelves
unable for refinance,, they demanded affiftance from Montezuma,
who immediately ordered an army under the command of his firft-

born fon to their relief. This army marched acrofs the fouthera
border of the mountain and volcano Popoeatepec, where it was in-
creafed with the troops of Chietlan and Itzocan, and from thence it

entered by Quauhquecholkn into the valley of Atlixco. The Tlafca-
lans having intelligence of this route, pofted themfelves in the way to
fall upon the Mexicans before they could join the Huexotzincas. The
attack was fo fudden and unexpected on the Mexicans that they were de-
feated, and the Tlafcalans taking advantage of their diforder, made a con-
fiderable havoc of them. Amongft others who were ilain, the prince the
general was one, on whom fo important a poft had been conferred pro-
bably more from an intention to add this honour to the noblenefs of
his birth than from refpedt to his fkill in the art of war. The reft of
the army was put to flight, and the conquerors returned to Tlafcala
loaded with fpoils. It is much to be wondered at that they did not
pour immediately upon the city of Huexotzinco, as they might have
expected it would have eafily furrendered ; but, perhaps, the victory
was not fo complete, but that many of their people fell in the battle,

and that they thought it more prudent to enjoy the immediate fruits of
viftory, and return afterwards with more forces to the war. They
quickly returned, but they were repulfed by the* Huexotzincas, who

were
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were now fortified, fo that they retreated to Tlafcala without any other BOOK

advantage than laying wafte the fields of the Huexotzincas and Cholu-

lans j by which thefe people were fo reduced as to be forced to feek pro-

vifion in Mexico and other places.

Montezuma was deeply affeded with the death of his firft-bom

fon, and the defeat of his army : upon which he commanded another

army to be raifed in the provinces furrounding Tlafcala, to block up

the whole republic ;
but the Tlafcalans forefeeing the hoflility of

the Mexicans, had made extraordinary fortifications, and ftrength-

ened all their ganifons. The conteft became vigorous on both

fides ; but at laft the royal troops were repulfed, leaving no fmall fhare

of riches in the hands of their enemies. The Tlafcalans celebrated

this vidory with great rejoicings, and rewarded the Otomies, to whom

it was chiefly owing, by advancing the mod refpedable among them

to the dignity of Texetli, which was in the greateft efteem among

them, and giving daughters of the moft noble Tlafcalans in marriage to

the heads of that nation.

It is not to be doubted that if the king of Mexico had been fenoufly

bent on the redudion of the Tlafcalans, he would in the end have fub-

jeded them to his crown ; becaufe although the ftrength of the republic

was considerable, its troops warlike, and its places ftrong, they were frill

inferior to the Mexicans in refources and power. From which it appears

probable, as hiftorians affirm, that the kings of Mexico, although they

had conquered the moft diftant provinces, defignedly let the republic of

Tlafcala exift, which is fcarcely fixty miles diftant from that capital ;

not only that they might have an enemy at hand again!! whom they

might exercife their troops ;
but likewife that they might always be

able to procure with eafe vidims for their facrifices. The frequent at-

tacks which they made on the different places of Tlafcala, ferved for

both thefe purpofes.

. Among the Tlafcalan vidims in the hiftory of Mexico, a very fa-

mous general, named Tlabuicol, is extremely worhy of memory [g] .
His

courage, and the uncommon ftrength of his arms, were unequalled general of

and wonderful. The maquabuitl, or Mexican fword, with which he lans

la) The event refpefling this officer happened In the laft years of Montezuma's reign
;
but on

account of its connedkm with the war of Tlafcala we have thought proper to introduce it here.

fought

Sect. VL
Tlahuicol, a

celebrated
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fought, was fo weighty, that a man of ordinary ftrength could hardly

raife it from the ground. His name was a terror to the enemies of

the republic, and wherever he appeared in arms, they fled before

him. In an affault which the Huexotzincas made upon a garrifon of
the Ottomies, he got inadvertently, during the heat of the engagement,

into a marih, where not being able to move with fumcient agi-

lity, he was made prifoner, confined in a ftrong cage, carried to Mexi-
co, and prefented to Montezuma. The king, who could efteem merit

even in his enemies, inflead of putting him to death, gracioufly grant-

ed him liberty to return to his native country ; but the proud Tlaf-

calan would not accept the favour, pretending that as he had been made
prifoner, he had not confidence to prefent himfelf after fuch difhonour

, before his countrymen. He faid he defired to die like the other prifoners,

in honour of their god. Montezuma obferving his averfion to return

to his country, and at the fame time being unwilling to deprive the

world of a man who was fo renowned, continued to entertain him at

his court, in hopes of making him a friend to the Mexicans, and gain-

ing his fervices to the crown. In the mean time a war broke out with

the Michuacanefe, the reafons and particulars of which we know not,

when Montezuma committed the command of the army which he fent to

Tlaximalojan, the frontier as we have already mentioned of Michuacan,

to Tlahuicol. Tlahuicol correfponded faithfully with the trufr. repofed

in him ; for although he could not diflodge the enemy from the place

where they were fortified, yet he made many prifoners, and brought ofFa

great quantity ofgold and filver. Montezuma was fenfible of his fervices,

and again made him offers of liberty -, but this being refufed as formerly,

he was offered the honourable poff. of Tlacatecatl, general of the Mexi-

can arms. To this the Tlafcalan nobly anfwered, that he would never

be a traitor to his country, that he defired pofitively to die, provided it

might be in the gladiatorian facrifice, which as it was referved for the

molt refpedtable prifoners, would therefore be more honourable to him.

This celebrated general paffed three years in Mexico with one of his

wives, who came there from Tlafcala to live with him. It is probable,

that the Mexicans brought her to him that he might leave them fome

pofterity, to ennoble with his virtues the court and kingdom of Mexi-

co. The king perceiving at laft the obflinacy with which he re-

z . fufed
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fufed every offer which was made him, yielded to his barbarous incli-

nation, and appointed the day of the facrifice. Eight days before the ar-

rival of that day, they began to celebrate the occafion with entertainments

of dancing j after which, they, in prefence ofthe king, the nobility, and

an immenfe croud of people, put the Tlafcalan prifoner, tied by one

foot, upon the Temalacatl, or the large round ftone on which fuch fa-

crifices were made. Several brave men came on, one at a time, to fight

with him, of whom, according to report, he killed eight and wounded

twenty, until at lafl falling almofl dead from a fevere blow which he re-

ceived on the head, they carried him before the idol of Huitzilopochtli,

where the priefls opened his breafl and took out his heart, and threw

the body down the flair of the temple according to the eflablifhed rites.

Thus fell this famous general, whofe courage and fidelity to his country,

had he lived in more enlightened times, would have raifed him high in

the rank of heroes.

During the time in which war was carrying on againfl the Tlafca-

lans, fome provinces of the empire were diftrelfed with a famine, occa-

fioned by two years of dry weather. All the grain which indivi-

duals pofleffed being confumed, the king had an opportunity of Shew-

ing his liberality ; he opened all his granaries, and diflributed among
his fubjects all the maize which was in them ; but this not being fuf-

ficient to relieve their neceflities, in imitation of Montezuma I. he per-

mitted them to go to other countries to procure their fubfiflence. The
following year, 1505, having had an abundant harvefl, the Mexi-

cans went to war againfl Guatemala, a province upwards of nine

hundred miles diflant from Mexico in the fouth-eaft. During the

continuance of this war, occafioned probably by fome hoflilities offered

to fome of the fubjects of the crown, the building of, a temple, erect-

ed in honour of the goddefs Centiotl, was finifhed at Mexico, the con-

fecration of which was celebrated with the facrifice of the prifoners made
in that war.

They had, during this feafon alfo, enlarged the road upon the lake

from Chapoltepee to Mexico, and repaired the aqueduct which was

upon that road, but the rejoicings which the conclufion of fuch a la-

bour excited were interrupted by the turret of another temple, called

ZomoUi, being kt on fire by lightning. The inhabitants of that part

of
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of the city which was moil diftant from the temple, and efpecially

the Tlatelolcos, having perceived no lightning, were perfuaded that the

burning was caufed by enemies come unexpectedly into the city, upon

which they immediately rofe in arms to defend it, and ran in troops

towards the temple. Montezuma being mfpicious that it was a mere

pretence of the Tlatelolcos to raife a fedition, as he was always diffident

of them, was fo provoked at their difturbance, that he deprived them

of all the public offices which they held, and even forbade their appear-

ance at court, neither protestations of their innocence, nor prayers with

which they implored the royal mercy, having fumcient weight to make

him alter his refolution ; but as foon as the firft heat of his paffion was

over, they were reinstated in their employments and his favour.

In the mean while the Mixtecas and Zapotecas rebelled againfl the

crown. The principal leaders of the rebellion, in which all the lords

of each nation had engaged, were Cetecpatl, lord of Coaixtlahuacan,

and Mochuixochitl, lord of Tzotzollan. Firfl 'of all they treacheroufly

murdered all the Mexicans in the garrifons of Huayjacac and other

places. As foon as Montezuma had information of the rebellion, he

fent a large army againfl them, compofed of Mexicans, Tezcucans,

and Tepanecas, under the command of prince Cuitlahuac, his brother

and fucceffor in the crown. The rebels were totally defeated, a great"

many of them taken prifoners with their chiefs, and their cities facked.

The army returned to Mexico loaded with fpoils, the prifoners were

Sacrificed, and the flate of Tzotzollan was given to Cozcaquanhtli, the

brother of Nahuixochitl, for his fidelity to the crown, preferring the

duties of a fubjed to the ties of blood ; but Cetecpatl was not facri-

ficed, as he had not yet difcovered all his accomplices in the rebellion,

and the defigns of the rebels.

Some little time after this expedition, a difpute and quarrel arofe between

the Huexotzincas and the Cholulans their friends and neighbours, which

as it was left to be decided by arms, occafioned a pitched battle to be

fought. The Cholulans being more verfed.in the forms of religion, in

commerce, and the arts than {killed in the fcience of war, were foon de-

feated, and forced to retreat to their city, where their enemies purfued

them, killed fome of their people, and burned fome of their houfes
.
The

Huexotzincas had hardly gained the victory when they found caufe to

repent
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repent it, on account of the chaftifement which they apprehended would BOOTY.

follow it ;
that they might prevent this, they fent two refpedable perfons

to king Montezuma, whofe names were Tolimpanecatl, and r%oncozth,

who were to juftify them, and lay the blame on the Cholulans. Thefe

ambafladors, either with a defign to magnify the courage of their citizens,

or from feme other motive, exaggerated the {laughter made of the Cho-

lulans to fuch a degree, that the king believed they were all cut to pieces,

or that the few whofe lives had been faved had abandoned the city. On

hearing this account Montezuma was extremely affiided, and dreaded the

revenge of the god Quelzalcoatl, whofe fanduary, which was one of the

moft celebrated and moil honoured of all that land, he conceived to have

been profaned by the Huexzotzincas. Having confulted, therefore with

the two allied kings, he fent fome perfons from his court to Cholula to

gain juft information of this tranfadion ; and having found it very dif-

ferent from the representation given by the Huexotzincas he was fo

enraged at their deceit to him, that he fuddenly difpatched an army,

with orders to his general, to punifli them feverely if they did not make

a fuitable apology and iubmiffion. The Huexotzincas, forefeeing the

ftorm which was likely to pour upon them, went out in order or bat-

tle to meet the Mexicans ; but the Mexican general advanced towards

them to explain his commiffion in the following words
:
» Our lord

« Montezuma, who has his court in the middle of the water Neza-

« hualpilli, who commands upon the borders of the lake, and Toto-

« quihuatzi who reigns at the foot of the mountains, have ordered us

« to tell you, that having learned from your ambafladors that you have

" ruined Cholula and killed its inhabitants, they feel the utmoft tf-

« flidion, and are under an obligation to revenge the violent outrage

* which has been offered to the venerable fanduary of Quelzalcoatl.

The Huexotzincas protefted that the account given by their ambafladors

was extravagant and falfe, and that a body of men fo readable as the
ci-

tizens of Huexotzinco, could not be the authors of it, and declared them-

felves ready to fatisfy all the three kings by punimment of the guilty.

Upon which having fummoned their ambafladors, and cut off their

ear" and nofes, that being the punifhment deftined for thofe who

told falfehoods pernicious to the ftate, they delivered them up to the

general. Thus they efcaped the evils of war, which otherwile would

have been inevitable. ^^
Vol. I. G g
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The Atlixchefe, who had rebelled againft the crown, met with a very

different fate ; they were defeated by the Mexicans, and many of them
made prifoners. This happened precifely in the month of February,

1506, when, on account of the termination of the century, the great

feftival of the renewal of the fire was celebrated with ft ill greater pomp
and folemnity than under the reign of Montezuma I. or in other fecu-

lar years. This, which was the moft folemn, was alfo the laft fefti-

val of the kind celebrated by the Mexicans. A great number of pri-

foners were facriflced at it ; a great many alfo were referved for the fef-

tival of the dedication of Tzompantli, which, as we have obferved above,

was an edifice clofe to the greater temple,, where the fkulls of the vic-

tims were ftrung together and preferved.

This fecular year appears to have paft without war ; but in 1 507,
..the Mexicans made an expedition againft Tzollan and Miction, two
ftates of the Mixtecas, whofe inhabitants fled to the mountains, and

left the Mexicans no other advantage than that of making a few pri-

soners of thofe who remained in their houfes. From thence they pro-

ceeded to fubdue Quauhquechollan which was in rebellion,, in which
war the prince Cuitlahuac the general of the army, made a difplay of

liis courage. Some brave Mexican officers fell in this expedition ;

but the rebels were reduced under the yoke, and three thoufand two

hundred taken prifoners, who were facriflced, one part of them at the

feftival Tlacaxipehuaiiztli, which took place in the fecond Mexican

month j and another part of them at the dedication of the fanctuary

.Zomolli, which was rebuilt after the burning of it before mentioned,

with greater magnificence than it was at firft.

In the year following the royal army of the Mexicans, Tezcucans,

and Tepanecas, fet out againft the diftant province of Amatla. On their

march, which lay over a very lofty mountain, they were attacked by a

furious north wind, accompanied with fnow, which made great havoc

in the army, as fome of them who were accuftomed to a mild cli-

mate, and travelling almoft without cloathing, perifhed with cold, and

others were beat down by the trees which were rooted up by the wind.

Of the remainder of the army which continued their journey but

feebly, to Amatla, the greater part died in battle.

Thefe and other calamities together with the appearance of a comet
at that time, threw all the princes of Anahuac into the utmoft confirma-

tion

.
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tion. Montezuma, who was too fuperftitious to look with indifference

on fo uncommon a phenomenon, confulted his aflrologers upon it ; but

they being unable to divine its meaning, applied to the king ofAcolhuacan,

who was reputed able in aftrology, and in the art of divination. Thefe

kings, although they were related to, and perpetual allies of, each other,

did not live in much harmony together, the king of Acolhuacan hav-

ing put to death his lbn Huexotzincatztn, as we mail fee prefently, pay-

ing no regard to the prayers of Montezuma, who, as the uncle of that

prince, had interfered in his behalf. For a long time pad they had

neither met with their ufual frequency, nor confidence ; but on this

occafion the myfterious dread which feized the mind of Montezuma

incited him to profit by the knowledge of the king Nezahualpilli, for

which reafon he intreated him to come to Mexico to confult with him

upon an event which appeared equally to concern them both. Neza-

hualpilli went, and after having conferred, at length, with Montezu-

ma, was of opinion, according to the account of hiftorians, that the

comet predicted the future difafters of thofe kingdoms, by the arrival

of a new people. This interpretation, however, being unfatisfaclory

to Montezuma, Nezahualpilli challenged him at the game of foot-ball,

which was frequently played at even by thofe kings thsmfelves ; and it

was agreed between them that if the king of Mexico gained the party,

the king of Acolhuacan mould renounce his interpretation, adjudging

it to be falfe; but if Nezahualpilli came offvidor, Montezuma mould

acknowledge and admit it to be true : a folly though truly ridiculous m
thole men, to brieve the truth of a predidion could depend on the

dexterity of the player, or the fortune of the game ; but lefs pernicious,

. however than that of the ancient Europeans, who decided on truth,

innocence, and honour, by a barbarous duel and the fortune of arms.

Nezahualpilli remained vidtor in the game, and Montezuma difconib-

late at the lofs and the confirmation of fo fatal a prognoflic : he was

willing, however, to try other methods, hoping to find fome more fa-

vourable interpretation which might counterbalance that of the king of

Acolhuacan, and the difgraee he had fuffered at play: he confulted

therefore a very famous aftrologer who was much verfed in the fuper-

ftitious art of divination, by which he had rendered his name fo cele-;

brated in that land, and acquired fo great a refpecVthat without ever ftii ,

rino- abroad from his houfehewas confidered and confulted by !

, G g 2
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V. themfelves as an oracle. He knowing, without doubt, what had hap-

pened between the two kings, inftead of returning a propitious anfwer

to his fovereign, or at leaff. one which was equivocal, as fuch prognof-

ticators generally do, confirmed the fatal prophecy of the Tezcucan.

Montezuma was fo enraged at the anfwer, that in return he made his

houfe be pulled to pieces, leaving the unhappy diviner buried amidft

the ruins of his fanctuary.

Thefe and other fimilar prefages of the fall of that empire appear re-

prefented in the paintings of the Americans, and are related in the hif-

tories of the Spaniards. We are far from thinking that all that which

has been wrote on this fubject is deferving of credit j but neither can

we doubt of the tradition which prevailed among the Americans, that

a new people totally different from the native inhabitants, were to ar-

rive at that kingdom and make themfelves mailers of that country.

There has not been in the country of Anahuac any nation more or lefs

polifhed which has not confirmed this tradition either by verbal tes-

timony or their own hiftories.

It is impoffible to guefs at the origin of a tradition fo univerfal as

this ; but the event which I am going to relate, is faid to have been

public, and to have made a confiderable noife ; to have happened alfo

in the prefence of the two kings and the Mexican nobility. It is re-

prefented in fome of the paintings of thofe nations, and a legal attef-

tation of it even was fent to the court of Madrid (b). Though in com-

pliance with the duty of a hiftorian, we give a place to many of the

memorable traditions of thofe nations -, on thefe, however, we leave

our readers to form their own judgment and comments.

Papantzin, a Mexican princefs, and filler of Montezuma, was mar-

ried to the governor of Tlatelolco, and after his death lived in his palace

until the year 1509, when (he likewife died of old age. Her funeral

was celebrated with magnificence fuitable to her exalted birth, the

king her brother, and all the nobility of Mexico and Tlatelolco be-

ing prefent. Her body was buried in a fubterraneous cavern, in the

garden of the fame palace, near to a fountain where fhe had ufed to bathe,

and the mouth of the cave was fhut with a ftone. The day following,

a child of five or fix years of age happened to pafs from her mother's

apartment to that of the major-domo of the deceafed princefs, which

{l) See Torqucmada, lib. ii, cap. 91, and Betencourt, Part iii. Trat. i. cap. 8.

was
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was on the other fide of the garden ; and in paffing faw the princefd fit-

ting upon the Heps of the fountain, and heard herfelf called by her by the

word Cocoton (/), which is a word of tendernefs ufed to children.

The little child not being capable, on account of its age, of reflecting

on the death of the princefs, and thinking that fhe was going to bathe

as ufual, approached without fear, upon which fhe fent the child to call

the wife of her major-domo ; the child went to call her, but the woman

fmiling and careffing her, told her, " My little girl, Papantzin is dead,

" and was buried yefterday •" but as the child infilled, and pulled her

by her gown, fhe, more to pleafe, than from belief of what was told her,

followed her ; but was hardly come in fight of the princefs, when fhe

was feized with fuch horror that fhe fell fainting to the earth. The little

girl ran to acquaint her mother, who, with two other companions

came out to give affiftance ; but on feeing the princefs they were fo

affected with fear, that they would have fwooned away if the princefs

herfelf had not endeavoured to comfort them, alluring them fhe was

ftill alive. She made them call her major-domo, and charged him to

go and bear the news to the king her brother ; but he durft not under-

take it, as he dreaded that the king would confider the account as a

fable, and would punifh him with his ufual feverity for being a liar,

without examining into the matter. Go then to Tezcuco, faid the

princefs, and intreat the king Nezahualpilli, in my name, to come here

and fee me. The major-domo obeyed, and the king having received

the information, fet out immediately for Tlatelolco. When he arrived

there, the princefs was in a chamber of the palace ; though full of afto-

nifhment, the king faluted her, when fhe requefled him to go to

Mexico, to tell the king her brother that fhe was alive, and had occa-

fion to fee him, to communicate fome things to him of the utmoft im-

portance. The king fet out for Mexico to execute her commifhon ; but

Montezuma would hardly give credit to what was told him. However,

that he might not do injuftice to fo refpectable an ambaffador, he went

along with him, and many of the Mexican nobility to Tlatelolco, and

having entered the hall where the princefs was, he demanded of her

if flie was his fitter .
" I am, indeed, fir," anfwered the princefs,

** your filler Papantzin, whom you buried yefterday ; I am truly alive s

i) Cocoton means little girl, only that it is an expreffion of more tendernefs,
* and
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" and wifh to relate to you what I have feen, as it deeply concerns you."

Upon this the two kings fat down, while all the other nobles con-

tinued Handing full of admiration at what they faw.

The princefs then began to fpeak as follows :
" After I was dead,

" or if you will not believe that I have been dead, after I remained be-

" reft of motion and of fenfe, I found myfelf fuddenly placed upon
" an extenfive plain, to which there appeared no boundaries. In the

" middle of it 1 obferved a road which I afterwards faw was divided

' into a variety of paths, and on one fide ran a great river whofe wa-
" ters made a frightful noife. As I was going to throw myfelf into the

" river to fwim to the oppofite bank, I faw before me a beautiful youth

" of handfome ftature, clothed in a long habit, white as fnow, and

" dazzling like the fun ; he had wings of beautiful feathers, and upon

" his forehead, this mark," (in faying this the princefs made the lign

of the crofs with her two fore fingers, " and laying hold of my hand,

" faid to me, Stop, for it is not yet time to pafs this river. God loves thee,

though thou knowef it not. He then led me along by the river-fide,

" upon the borders of which I faw a great number of human fkulls

' and bones, and heard moil lamentable groans that waked my utmofi

" pity. Turning my eyes afterwards upon the river, I faw fome large

*f veifels upon it filled with men of a complexion and drcfs quite dif-

(< ferent from ours. They were fair and bearded, and carried ftandr

ards in their hands, and helmets on their heads. The youth then

faid to me, 1/ is the will of. God that thou jhalt live to be a witnefs

of the revolutions which are to happen to thefe kingdoms, 'The -groans

which thou hajl heard among thefe bones, arefrom the fouls of your

anceHors, which are ever and will be tormented for their crimes.

The men whom you fee coming in thefe vefjels, are thofe who who by

their arms will make themjelves mafiers of all thefe kingdoms, and

with them will be introduced the knowlege of the true God, the creator

of heaven and earth. Asfoon as the war jhall be at an end, and the

* bath publijhed and made known which will wajli awayfn, be thou the

frji to receive it, and guide by thy example the natives of thy country,

'* Having fpoke this the youth difappeared, and I found myfelf re-

" called to life ; I rofe from the place where I lay, raifed up the Hone
" of
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" of my fepulchre, and came out to the garden where I was found by

" my domeftics."

Montezuma was ftruck with aftoniihment at the recital of fo ftrange

an adventure, and feeling his mind diffracted with a variety of appre-

hensions, rofe and retired to one of his palaces which was deftined for

occafions of grief, without taking leave of his lifter, the king of Ta-

cuba, or any one of thofe who accompanied him, although fome of

his flatterers, in order to confole him, endeavoured to perfuade him that

the illnefs which the princefs had fufFered, had turned her brain. He
avoided for ever after returning to fee her, that he might not again

hear the melancholy prefages of the ruin of his empire. The princefs*

it is faid, lived many years in great retirement and abftinence. She

was the firft who, in the year 1524, received the facred baptifm in

Tlatelolco, and was called from that time, Donna Maria Papantzin.

Among the memorable events, in 1510, there happened without any

apparent caufe, a fudden and furious burning of the turrets of the greater

'temple of Mexico, in a calm, ferene night ; and in the fucceeding year,

fo violent and extraordinary an agitation of the waters of the lake, that

many houfes of the city were deftroyed, there being at the fame time

no wind, earthquake, nor any other natural caufe to which the accident

could be afcribed. It is faid alfo, that in 151 1, the figures of armed

men appeared in the air, who fought and flew each other. Thefe

and other fimilar phenomena, recounted by Acofta, Torquemada and

others, are found very exactly defcribed in the Mexican and Acolhuan

hiftories.

The confternation which thefe fad omens raifed in the mind cf Mon-

tezuma did not, however, turn alide his thoughts from war. His ar-

mies made numerous expeditions in 1508, particularly againft the Tlaf-

calans and Huexotzincas, the Atlixchefe, Icpatepec, and Malinaltepec,

in which they made five thoufand prifoners, which were afterwards fa-

crificed. In 1509, the war againft Xochitepec happened, that ftate having

rebelled. In the year following, Montezuma thinking the altar for

the facrifices too fmall, and unproportioned to the magnificence of the

temple, he caufed a proper ftone of exceflive fize, to be. fought for,

which was found near to Cojoacan. After ordering it to be polifhed

and cut, he commanded it to be brought in due form to Mexico. A
vaft
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vail number of people went to drag it along, but in paffing a wooden

bridge over a canal, in the entry to the city, the ftone by its enormous

weight, broke through the bridge and fell into the canal, drawing fome

men after it, and among the reft, the high prieft, who was accompany-

ing it, and fcattering incenfe. The king and the people were a good

deal difconcerted by this misfortune ; but without giving up the un-

dertaking, they drew the ftone, with prodigious labour and fatigue, out

of the water, and brought it to the temple, where it was confecrated

with the facrificc of all the prifoners that had been referved for this

great feftival, which was one of the moft folemn ever celebrated by the

Mexicans. The king invited the principal nobility of all his kingdom

to it, and expended a great deal of his treafure in prefents which he made

to the nobles and populace. In this fame year the confecration of the

temple Tlamatzinco was celebrated, and alfo that of Quaxicalco, of

which we {hall fpeak elfewhere. The victims facrificed at the confe-

cration of thefe two edifices, and the altar of the facrifices, were, ac-

cording to the account of hiftorians, twelve thoufand two hundred and

ten, in number.

To have been able to furnifh fuch a number of victims, they muft

have been continually at war. In 1511, the Jopas rebelled, and de-

figned to kill all the Mexican garrifon in Tlacotepec ; but their inten-

tions being feafonably difcovered, they were punifhed accordingly, and

two hundred of them carried prifoners to Mexico. In 1512, an army

of the Mexicans marched towards the north, againft the Quitzalapa-

nefe, and with the lofs only of ninety-five men, they made one thoufand

and three hundred prifoners, which were alfo carried to Mexico. By

thefe and other conquefts made in the three following years, the Mexi-

can empire was extended to its utmoft limits, five or fix years previous

to its fall, to which the very great rapidity of its conquefts contributed.

Every province, and place which was conquered, created a new enemy

to the conquerors, who became impatient of the yoke to which they

were not accuftomed, and irritated by injuries, only waited for an op-

portunity of being revenged, and reftoring themfelves to their wonted li-

berty. It would appear that the happinefs of a kingdom confifts not in

the extenfion of its dominions, nor in the number of its vafials ; but on the

contrary, that it approaches at no time nearer to its final period, than

when
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when on account of its vaft and unbounded extent, it can no longer BOOK^V.

maintain the neceffary union among its parts, nor that vigour which

is requifite to withfland the multitude of its enemies.

The revolutions which happened at this time, in the kingdom of grcr. XIV.

Acolhuacan, occafioned by the death of king Nezahualpilli, did not lefs Jggi2 of

contribute to the ruin of the Mexican empire. This celebrated king ^,
after having pofleffed the throne for forty-five years, either wearied of

governing, or troubled with melancholy, from the fatal phenomena he

had witneffed, left the reins of government in the hands of two of the

royal princes, and retired to his palace of pleafure in Tezcotzinco, car-

rying with him his favourite Xocotzin and a few fervants, leaving orders

to his fons not to leave the court, but to wait there for his farther com-,

mands. During the fix months of his retirement, he amufed him-

felf frequently with the exercife of the chace, and at night ufed to

employ himfelf in obferving the heavens, and for that purpofe had con-

{traded, on the terrace of his palace, a little obfervatory, which was

preferved for a century after, and was feen by fome Spanifh hiftonans

who mention it. He there not only ftudied the motion and courfe

of the ftars, but converfed with thofe who were intelligent in aftro-

nomy : that fcience having always been in efteem among them, they ap-

plied {till more to it when excited by the examples of the great Neza-

hualcojotl, and his fon and fucceffor.

After living fix months in this private manner, he returned to his

court ordered his beloved Xocotzin to retire with her children into

the palace of Tecpilpan, and {hut himfelf up in the palace of his ufual

refidence, without letting himfelf be feen by any perfon but one of

his confidents, defigning to conceal his death in imitation of his fa-

ther. Accordingly, neither the time nor the circumftances of his

death have ever been known. All that is certain is, that he died in

1 516 and that before his death he commanded his confidents who

were about him to burn his body fecretly. From hence it happened

that many of the vulgar, and even feveral of the nobles, were per-

fuaded that he was not dead, but had returned to the kingdom of Ama,

quemecan where his anceftors fprung, as he had frequently refolved

to do.

Vol. I. H h &
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In matters of religion he was of the fame opinion with his great

father Nezahualcojotl. He fecretly defpifed the worfhip of the idols,

although he appeared to conform to it with the people. He refembled

his father alfo in his great zeal for the laws, and in the rigorous admi-

niftration of juftice, of which he afforded a flriking example in the

laft years of his reign. There was a law which forbid, on pain of

death, the fpeaking of indecent words in the royal palace. One of

the princes his fons, who was named Huexotzincalzon, to whom he

bore more affection than to any of the reft, not lefs on account of his

difpofkion, and the virtues which mone out even in his youth, than

of his having been the firft born of his fons by hi? favourite Xocotzin,

violated this law ; but the words made ufe of by the prince were ra-

ther the effect of youthful indifcretion than of any culpable intention.

The king was informed of it by one of his miftrefTes to whom the

words had been addreffed. He enquired of her if they had been fpoke

before any other perfons, and finding that the prince's tutors had been

prefent, he retired to an apartment of his palace, deftined for occafions

of mourning and grief. There he fent for the tutors to examine them.

They being afraid of meeting with fevere punifhment if they concealed

the truth, confefTed it openly, but- at the fame time endeavoured

to exculpate the prince, by faying, that he neither knew the perfon to

whom he fpoke, nor that the words were obfcene. But notwithstand-

ing their reprefentations, he ordered the prince to be immediately ar-

retted, and the fame day pronounced fentence of death upon him.

The whole court was aftonifhed at fo rigorous a judgment, the nobles

pleaded with prayers and tears in his behalf, and the mother of the

prince herfelf, relying on the king's particular affection for her, pre-

fented herfelf as a plaintiff before him, and in order to move him to

compaffion, led all her children along with her. But neither reafon-

ing, prayers, nor tears, could bend the king. " My fon," he faid,

" has violated the law. If I pardon him, it will be faid, the laws are

" not binding upon every one. I will let my fubjects know that no
" one will be pardoned a tranfgreffion, as I do not even pardon the fon

" whom I dearly love." The queen pierced with the mott lively grief,

and defpairing of being able to fhake the conftancy of the king, told

him, " Since you have banifhed from your heart all the affections of a

" father
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« father and a hufband for fo flight a caufe, why do you hefitafe to put me {^>KJ
** to death and thefeyoung princes whom I have borne to you?" Theking

then with a grave afpeft commanded her to retire, as the cafe was with-

out a remedy. The difappointed queen retreated to her apartment, and

tii-re, in company with fome of her attendants who went to confole

her, 'abandoned herfelf to grief. In the mean while, thofe who were

charged with the punifhment of the prince, continued to delay it, that

time might foften the rigour of juftice, and give opportunity for the

return of parental affection and mercy j but the king perceiving their

intention, commanded that they mould immediately do then- duty,

which accordingly followed, to the general difpleafure of the kingdom,.

and the utmoft difguft to Montezuma, not only on account of the re-

lation between himfelf and the prince, but likewife of the interfer-

ence which he made in the prince's favour, having been unfuccefsful in

procuring a repeal of the fentence. After the punifhment was exe-

cuted the king fhut himfelf up for forty days in a hall, without let-

ting himfelf be feen by any one, while he fecretly vented his grief,

and made the door of his fofl's apartment be clofed up with a wall, to

hide from his fight any remembrancer of his forrows.

His feverity in punifhing tranfgreiTors was compenfated by the com-

paflion which he fhewed for the accidental diftreffes ofany of his fubjetts.

There was a window in his palace which looked towards the market-

place covered with blinds, from which he ufed to obferve, without being

-feen 'the people that arlembled there }
and whenever he faw any ill

clothed woman he made her be called, and after informing himfelf

of her life and condition, he fupplied her with what was neceflary for

herfelf and family if me had any. Every day at his palace alms were

aiven to the fick and to orphans. There was an hofpital at Tezcuco

for all thofe who had loft their eyefight in war, or had become

from any other caufe unfit for fervice, where they were fupported at the

royal expence, according to their ftations, and frequently vmted by the

king himfelf. In fuch beneficent adts a great part of his revenues was

*
The genius and talents of this king have been highly extolled by the.

- hiftorians of that kingdom. He endeavoured to imitate, both in his

ftudies and in the conduct of his life, the example of his father, and

H h 2
hiS
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Sec t. XV,
Resolutions

in the king-

dom of Acol-

huacan.

. his refemblance to him was remarkable. The glory of the Cheche-

mecan kings may be faid to have ended with him, as the difcord which

took place among his children, diminifhed the fplendour of the court,

weakened the force of the ftate, and tended to bring on its final ruin,

Nezahualpilli did not declare who was to be his fucceffor in the crown,

which all his anceftors had done. We are ignorant, however, of the

motive that caufed this omiflion, and which proved fo prejudicial to the

kingdom of Acolhuacan.

As foon as the fupreme council of the deceafed king were certain of

his death, they confidered it neceffary to eledt a fucceffor to him in

imitation of the Mexicans. They afTembled therefore in order to de-

liberate on a point of fuch importance, and the oldeft and moft ref-

pectable perfon among them taking the lead in the afTembly, reprefent-

ed the great difafters which might accrue to the ftate of Acolhuacan,

if the election was retarded : he was of opinion, that the crown fell

to the prince Cacamatzin ; fince, beftdes his prudence and his cou-

rage, he was the firft-born of the firft Mexican princefs whom the late

king married. All the other counfellors concurred in this opinion,

which was in itfelf fo juft and came from a perfon of fuch authority.

The princes who waited in a hall adjoining for the refolution of the

counfel, were defired to enter there to hear it. When they were all in-

troduced, the principal feat was given to Cacamatzin, who was a youth

of twenty-two years, and his brothers Coanocotzin, who was twenty,

and lxthilxochitl who was eighteen, were placed on each fide of him.

The fame aged counfellor, who had firft addreffed the afTembly, then

rofe, and declared that the refolution of the council, which included alfo

that of the kingdom, was to give the crown to Cacamatzin, on account

of the right of primogeniture. Ixtlilxochitl, who was an ambitious

and enterprifing youth, oppofed it, by faying, that if the king was

really dead, he would certainly have named his fucceffor ; that his not

having done it was a clear evidence of his life, and while the lawful

fovereign was living it was criminal in his fubjeefs to name a fucceffor.

The council who knew the difpofition of Ixtlilxochitl, durft not openly

contradict him, but defired Coanocotzin to deliver his opinion. This

prince approved and confirmed the determination of the council, and

pointed out the inconveniencies which would enfue if the execution of

it
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it was delayed. He was contradicted, and taxed with being light and BOOK v.

inconfiderate by Ixtliixochitl, and that he could not perceive while he em-
braced fuch an opinion that he was favouring the defigns of Montezuma,

who was much inclined to Cacamatzin, and ufed his endeavours to put

him on the throne, becaufe he traded he would find in him a king of

wax, to whom he might give what form he pleafed. " It is by no
" means reafonable, dear brother," replied Coanocotzin, " to oppofe
i{ a refolution which is fo prudent and fo jufr. ; are you not aware that
c' (

if Cacamatzin was not to be king, the crown would belong not to

" you but to me." " It is true," faid Ixtliixochitl, " if the right of
" fucceffion is to be determined by age only, the crown is due to Ca-
cc camatzin, and in failure of him to you ; but if regard is paid, as it

ee ought to be, to courage, to me it belongs." The counfellors per-

ceiving that the princes were growing gradually more vehement and

warm in their altercation, impofed filence on them both, and dimiifTed

the anembly.

The two princes went to their mother the queen Xocotzin to con-

tinue their cavil, while Cacamatzin accompanied by many of the nobi-

lity, fet out immediately for Mexico to inform Montezuma of what

had happened, and to demand his affiftance. Montezuma, who, befides

the attachment he had to the prince, faw the juftice of his claim, and

the confent of the nation to it, advifed him in the firft place to fecure

the royal treafures, and promifed to fettle the difpute with his brother,

and to employ the Mexican arms in his behalf if negociations for that

purpofe mould not prove fufficient.

Ixtliixochitl, as foon as he knew of the departure of Cacamatzin,

and forefaw the confequences of his application to Montezuma, fet out

from court with all his partizans, and went to the ftates which belong-

ed to his tutors in the mountains of Meztitlan. Coanocotzin fent im-

mediate advice to Cacamatzin to return without delay to Tezcuco, and

make ufe of that favourable opportunity for being crowned. Cacamat-

zin availed himfelf of this wife counfel, and came to the court accom-

panied by Cuitlahuazin the brother of Montezuma, and lord of Izta-

palapan, and many of the Mexican nobility. Cuitlahuazin, without

lofing any time, afTembled the Tezcucan nobility in the RiieiStecpan,,

or the great palace of the king of Acolhuacan, and prefented prince

Caca-
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Cacamatzin to be acknowledged by them as their lawful fovereign. He

was received as fuch by them all, and the day for the ceremony of the

coronation was fixed; but this was interrupted by intelligence arriving

at court, that the prince Ixtlilzochitl was defcending from the moun-

tains of Meztitlan at the head of a great army.

This turbulent youth as foon as he arrived at Meztitlan, afTembled

all the lords of the places fituated in thofe great mountains, and made

them acquainted with his defign of oppofing his brother Cacamatzin,

pretending that it was his zeal for the honour and liberty of the Cheche-

mecan and Acolhuan nations which moved him; that it would be dif-

o-raceful, and even dangerous, to pay obedience to a king, fo pliant to

the will of the monarch of Mexico ; that the Mexicans had forgot what

they owed to the Acolhuan nation, and were defirous of increasing

their unjuft usurpations with the kingdom of Acolhuacan ; that he for

his part was refolved to exert all the courage which God had given

him, to defend and fave his country from the tyranny of Montezuma.

With thefe arguments, which were probably fuggefled to him by his

tutors, he fo fired the minds of thofe lords, that they all profeffed

themfelves willing to ferve him with all their forces, and raifed fo many

troops that when the prince defcended from the mountains his army it

is faid amounted to upwards of one hundred thoufand men ; whether

it was from the dread of his power, or from an inclination to favour his

pretenfions, he was well received in all the places through which he

paffed. He fent an embafiy from Tepepolco to the Otompanefe, com-

manding them to do obedience to him as their proper king ; but they

replied, that as Nezahualpilli was dead, they would acknowledge no

other fovereign than Cacamatzin, who had been peaceably accepted at

court, and was already in pofTeffion of the throne of Acolhuacan.

This anfwer fo exafperated the prince, that he went in great wrath

againft their city. The Otompanefe met him in order of battle ; but

although they for fome time refilled the army of their enemy, they

were at laft vanquifhed, and their city was taken by the prince. The

lord himfelf of Otompan fell among the {lain, which accident foon

accelerated the victory.

This event threw Cacamatzin and all his court into the utmoft un-

eafinefs, fearing the enemy might even befiege the capital j he prepared

fortifi-
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fortifications againft them ; but the prince being contented with feeing BOOK v.

himfelf refpedted and feared, did not move from Otompan ; but placed

guards on the roads, with orders, however, to hurt no perfon, to hin-

der no individuals from paffing from the court to any other place, and

to fhew refpect and civility to all pafTengers of rank. Cacamatzin,

knowing the forces, and the refolutions of his brother, and confidering

it would be better for him to facrifice even a great part of his kingdom

than to lofe it altogether, with the confent of his brother Coanacotzin,

difpatched an embaffy to treat of an accommodation with him. He
fent to tell him, that he might, if he chofe, retain all the dominions in

the mountains, as he was contented with the court and the territory

of the plain ; that he was willing alfo to fhare the revenues of his

kingdom with his brother Coanacotzin ; but at the fame time he re-

queued him to drop every other pretenfion, and not to difturb the pub-

lic tranquillity. The prince anfwered, that his brothers might ac~r. as

they thought proper ; that he was pleafed that Cacamatzin was in pof-

feffion of the kingdom of Acolhuacan, that he had no defigns againft

him nor againft the ftate ; that he had no other view in maintaining

his army than to oppofe the ambitious defigns of the Mexicans, who
had given grounds for the greateft difguft and fufpicions to his father

Nezahualpilli ; that if at that time the kingdom was divided for the

common intereft of the nation, he hoped to fee it again united; that

above all things it was neceflary to guard againft falling into the fnares

of the crafty Montezuma. Ixtlilxochitl was not deceived in his diffi-

dence of Montezuma, as this king was the very perfon who, as we
mail find hereafter, gave the unfortunate Cacamatzin into the hands of

the Spaniards, in fpite of the attachment he pretended to him.

This agreement being made with his brother, Cacamatzin remained

in. peaceable poffeffion of the crown of Acolhuacan ; but with greatly

diminifhed dominions, as he had ceded a very conliderable part of the

kingdom. Ixtlilocxhitl kept his troops constantly in motion, and

frequently appeared with his army in the environs of Mexico, daring

Montezuma to a fingle combat with him. But this king was no lon-

ger in a ftate fit to accept fuch a challenge. The fire which he had

in his youth had already began to die away with age, and domeftic lux-

ury had enervated his mind ; nor would it have been prudent to have

expofed
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expofed himfelf to a rencounter of this kind with fo adventurous a

youth who had already, by fecret negociations, drawn over a great part

of the Mexican provinces to his intereft. The Mexicans, however,

frequently engaged with that army, being fometimes vanquifhed, and

at other times victorious. In one of thofe battles a relation of the king

of Mexico was taken prifoner, who had gone out to the war with an

exprefs refolution to make a prifoner of the prince, and to carry him

bound to Mexico according to a promife which he had made to Mon-

tezuma. Ixtlilxochitl knew of this boaflful promife, and in order to

be fully revenged, commanded him to be bound and covered with dry

reeds, and burned alive in the fight of the whole army.

In the courfe of our hiilory it will appear how much this turbulent

prince contributed to the fuccefs of the Spaniards, who began about

this time to make their appearance on the coaft of the Gulf of Mexico

:

but before we undertake the relation of a war which totally reverfed

the order of thofe kingdoms, it will be necenary to give fome ac-

count t)f the religion, the government, the arts, and manners of the

Mexicans,

GENEr



GENEALOGY of the MEXICAN KINGS,
Deduced from the Beginning of the Thirteenth Century*

Ilhuicatl—Tlaenpantzih.

about A. D.
1220.

Huitzilihiiitl, the Elder.

Opochtli—Atozoztlu

I.

Acamapitzin,
Firft King of Mexico.

f~~
Huitzilihuitl,

Second K. of Mexico.

Chimalpopoca, Tezozomoctli—Matlalatzin,
Third K. of Mexico. his niece.

Matlalchihuatzin,

mother of Meza-
hualcojotl, K-.of

Alcolhuacan.

Moteuczoma Ilhuicamina,

Fifth King ofMexico.

Itzcoatl,

Fourth K. of Mexico.

Matlalatxin—T«zo2omocHh

r
Tzotzocatzin. Axajacatl, Tizoc, Ahuitzotl,

Sixth K. of Mexico. Seventh K. ofMexico. Eighth K. of Mexico*

N. wife of Neza-
hualpilliK. of Acol-
huacan.

Ixtlalcuechahuac,

Lord of Tollan.

Xocotizin, wife

of Nezahual-
pilli.

Moteuczoma Xocojotzin,—Miahuaxochith
• Ninth K. of Mexico.

Miahuaxochitl, wife

to her uncle king

Moteuczoma*

Cuitlahuatzin,

Tenth K. of Mexico.
Ahuitzotl.

Quauhtemotzin*
Eleventh K. of
Mexico,

Tlacahuepan Johualicahuatzin

;

or, Don Pedro Motezuma.

Don Diego Luis Ihuitemoc~tzin

Motezuma. Married in Spain

with Donna Francifca de la Cu-
eva ; of whom the counts of
Motezuma and Tula, the Vif-

counts of Iluca, ice. are de-

fcended.

Tecuichpotzin ; or, Donna Elizabeta Mo-
tezuma, wife of King Cuitlahuatzin^ her
uncle ; aiid King Quauhtemotzin, her
coufin; and afterwards fucceffively of three
noble Spaniards, of whom the two cele-
brated houfes of Cano Motezuma and
Andrea Motezuma are defcendeds,

(To face Page 340, Vols- 1*)
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BOOK VI.

'The Religion of the Mexicans : namely, their Gods, temples, Priejls, Sa~

crifces, and Offerings : their Fafts and Aujlerities, their Chronology,

Calendar, and Fejiivals their Ceremonies upon the Birth of Chil-

dren, at Marriages, and Funerals.

t 1 H E religion, government, and oeeonomy of a ftate are the three BOOK. VI,

JL things which chiefly form the character of a nation, and with-
*-—"""

out being acquainted with thefe, it is impomble to have a perfect idea

of the genius, difpofitions, and knowledge of any people whatever.

The religion of the Mexicans, of which we are to give an account in

this book, was aheap of errors, of fuperftitions, and cruel rites. Such

weaknefTes of the human mind, of which we have had but too many

examples even in the moil enlightened nations of antiquity, are infepa-

rable from every religion that takes its fource in the fantaftical ima-

ginations and fears of mankind. If we compare, as we mail do in

another place, the religion of the Greeks and Romans with that of the

Mexicans, we mall find the former more fuperftitious and ridiculous,

the latter more cruel. Thefe celebrated nations of ancient Europe,

from the unfavourable opinion which they entertained of the power of

their gods, multiplied their number to excefs, confined their influence;

within narrow bounds, imputed to them the moil atrocious crimes,

and fbined their worfhip with the moil: fcandalous impurities -

} for

which they have been juftly reproached by the advocates of Chriflianity.

The Mexicans imagined their gods more Derfedt, and in their worfhip,

however fuperftitious it might be, there was nothing repugnant to

decency.

The Mexicans had fome idea, though a very imperfect one, of a Sect. I.

fupreme, abfolute, and independent Being, to whom they acknow- P«?cipies of

ledged to owe fear and adoration. They reprefented him in no external gion.

Vol. I. I i
' form,
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book vi. form, becaufe they believed him to be invifible ; and named him only

by the common appellation of God, in their language Teotl, a word

refembling ftill more in its meaning than in its pronunciation ths

Theos of the Greeks : but they applied to him certain epithets which

were highly expreffive of the grandeur and power which they con-

ceived him to poffefs. They called him Ipalnemoani, that is, He by

whom we live j and Tibque Nahuaque, He who has all in himfelf.

But their knowledge and worfhip of this fupreme Being was obfcured

and in a manner loft in the crowd of deities invented by their fuper-

ftition.

They believed in an evil fpirit, the enemy of mankind, which they

called Tlacatecolototl, or Rational Owl, and faid that he often appeared

to men for the purpofe of terrifying or doing them an injury.

With refpecT: to the foul, the barbarous Otomies, as they tell us, be-

lieved that it died together with the body : while the Mexicans, with

all the other polifhed nations of Anahuac, confidered it as immortal

;

allowing, at the fame time, that bleffing of immortality to the fouls of

brutes, and not reftraining it to rational beings alone [a).

They diftinguimed three places for the fouls when feparated from

the body. Thofe of foldiers who died in battle or in captivity among

their enemies, and thofe of women who died in labour, went to the

houfe of the fun, whom they confidered as the Prince of Glory, where

they led a life of endlefs delight ; where, every day, at the nrft ap-

pearance of the fun's rays they hailed his birth with rejoicings ; and

with dancing, and the mulic of inftruments and of voices, at-

tended him to his meridian 5 there they met the fouls of the women,

and with the fame feftivity accompanied him to his fetting. If reli-

gion is intended only to ferve the purpofes of government, as has been

imagined by moft of the free-thinkers of our times, furely thofe na-

tions could not forge a fyftem of belief better calculated to infpire their

foldiers with courage than one which promifed fo high a reward after

their death. They next fuppofed that thefe fpirits after four years of

that glorious life, v/ent to animate clouds, and birds of beautiful fea-

thers and of fweet fcng; but always at liberty to rife again to heaven,

(a) The ideas here afcribed to the Mexicans, with refpeft to the fouls of brutes, will appear

more fully when we fhall come to fpeak of their funeral rites.

,
or
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or to defcend upon the earth to warble and fuck the flowers. The BOG*

people of Tlafcala believed that the fouls of perfons of rank went,

after their death, to inhabit the bodies of beautiful and fweet finging

birds, and thofe of the nobler quadrupeds j while the fouls of inferior

perfons were fuppofed to pafs into weazles, beetles, and fuch other

meaner animals. Whence we fee that the abfurd fyftem of the Pytha-

gorean tranfmigration, which has been fo firmly fettled, and fo widely

propagated throughout the countries of the Eaft, has not wanted its

advocates in thofe of the Weft {b). The fouls of thofe that were

drowned, or ftruck by lightning, of thofe who died by dropfy, tu-

mors, wounds, and other fuch difeafes, went, as the Mexicans believed,

along with the fouls of children, at leaft of thofe which were facri-

need to Tlaloc the god of water, to a cool and delightful place, called

Tlalocan, where that god refided, and where they were to enjoy the moil

delicious repafts, with every other kind of pleafure. In the inner part

of the greater temple of Mexico there was a particular place where

they fuppofed that on a certain day of the year all the children which

had been facrificed to Tlaloc, came, and invifibly affifted at the ceremo-

ny. The Mi%tecas had a perfuafion, that a great cavern in a lofty moun-

tain, in their province, was the entrance into paradife ; and their nobles

and great men, therefore, always took care to be buried near the ca-

vern, in order to be nearer that place of delight. Laftly, the third

place allotted for the fouls of thofe who fuffered any other kind of

death, was the Micllmi, or hell, which they conceived to be a place

of utter darknefs, in which reigned a god, called MiBIantenffli (lord
*

of hell), and a goddefs named MiSllancibuatl. I am of opinion that

they believed hell to be a place in the centre of the earth {a) ; but

they did not imagine that the fouls underwent any other punifhment

there than what they fuffered from the darknefs of their abode.

lb) Who would believe that a fyftem fo prepofterous and improbable as that of the Pytha-

jrorean tranfmigration, fliould be fupported by a philofopher of the enlightened eighteenth

century. Yet it has been ferioufly maintained, lately, by a Frenchman, m a book printed

at Paris, under the title of " The Year Two thoufand four, hundred and forty."

[c) Dr. Siguenza was of opinion, that the Mexicans placed hell in the northern part of the

earth ; as the fame word Miftlampa, hgnifled towards the North, xa&.towards Hell. But, I rather

think they placed it in the center, for that is the meaning of the name of Tlalxkco, which they

gave to the temple of the god of hell. After all it is poffible that the Mexicans themfelves

Blight hold different opinions upon the fubjeft. ..
•
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The Mexicans, with all other civilized nations, had a clear tradition,

though fomewhat corrupted by fable, of the creation of the world, of
the univerfal deluge, of the confufion of tongues, and of the difper-
fion of the people ; and had actually all thefe events reprefented in their
pictures (d). They faid, that when mankind were overwhelmed with
the deluge, none were preferved but a man called Coxcox (to whom
others give the name of TeocipaBli), and a woman called Xochiquetzal,
who faved themfelves in a little bark, and having afterwards got to
land upon a mountain called by them Co/huacan, had there a great
many children : that thefe children were all born dumb, until a dove
from a lofty tree imparted to them languages, but differing fo much
that they could not underftand one another. The Tlafcalans pretend-
ed that the men who furvived the deluge were transformed into apes,
but recovered fpeech and reafon by degrees [e ).

Among all the deities worshipped by the Mexicans, and which were

Pr
h

o

e

videlce°
vei7 numerous, although not near fo much fo as thole of the Romans,

*ea~ there were thirteen principal and greater gods, in honour of whom
they confecrated that number. We mail give an account of what we
have found in the Mexican mythology with refpedt to thefe and the

other gods, without regard to the pompous conjectures and abfurd fyf-

tem of Cav. Boturini.

Tezcatlipoca. This was the greateft god adored in thefe countries,

after the invifible God, or fupreme Being, whom we have already men-
tioned. His name means Shining Mirror, from one that was affixed

to his image. He was the god of providence, the foul of the world,

the creator of heaven and earth, and matter of all things. They re-

prefented him always young, to denote that no length of years ever

diminimed his power ; they believed that he rewarded with various

benefits thejuft, and punched the wicked with difeafes and other af-

flictions. They placed ftone feats in the corners of the ftreets, for

that god to relt upon when he chofe it, and upon which no perfon

was ever allowed to fit down. Some faid, that he had defcended from

(d)^ Their idea of the deluge appears from the reprefentation in the plate annexed, which
is copied from an original painting of the Mexicans.

(e) For an account of the opinions of the Miztecas and other nations of America, with
refpedt to the creation of the world, I muft refer the reader to Father Gregorio Garcia, a Do-
minican, in his work entitled, The Origin of the Indians.

heavea
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heaven by a rope made of fpiders webs,, and had perfecuted and driven BOOK vs,

from thefe countries, the grand- prieft of Tula Quetzalcoatl,. who was

afterwards confecrated as a god.

His principal image was of teotetl (divine ftone)- which is a black

mining ftone like black marble, and was richly dreifed. It had gol-

den ear-rings, and from- the under lip hung a cryflal tube, within

which was a green feather, or a turquoife ftone, which at firft fight

appeared to be a. gem. His hair was tied with a golden firing, from

the end of which hung an ear of the fame metal,, with the appearance

of afcending fmoke painted on it, by which they intended to reprefent

the prayers of the diftrefled.. The whole breaft was covered with
mafTy gold. He had bracelets of gold upon both his arms, an emerald

in the navel, and in his left hand a golden fan, fet round with beauti-

ful feathers, and polifhed like a mirror, in. which they imagined he

few every thing that happened in the world. At other times to de-

note his juflice, they reprefented him fitting on a bench covered with

a red cloth, upon which were drawn the figures of fkulls, and other

bones of the dead : upon his left arm a fhield with four arrows, and

his right lifted in the attitude of throwing a fpear : his body dyed

black, and his head crowned with quail-feathers.

Qmeteu5ili and Omecihuatl(f).. The former was a god, and the lat-

ter a goddefs, who they pretended dwelt in a magnificent city in hea-

ven, abounding with' delights, and there watched over the world, and

gave to mortals their wifhes : Ometeuttli to men, and Omecihuatl to

women. They had a tradition that this goddefs having had many chil-

dren in heaven,, was delivered of a knife of flint ; upon which her

children, in a rage threw it. to the earth, from which when it fell,

fprung fixteen hundred heroes,, who, knowing their high origin, and

having no fervants, all mankind having perifhed.in a general calamity,

H) agreed to fend an embaffy to their mother, to intreat her to grant

them power to create men to ferve them. The mother anfwered, that

if they had had more exalted fentiments, they would have, made them-

(f) They likewife gave thefe gods the names of Chlallatonac, and Citlalicue, upon account

of the flars.

(g) Thefe people, as we fhall mention in another place, believed that the earth had fuffercd

three great univerfal calamities by which all mankind had been deftroyed.

felves
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felves worthy to live with her eternally in heaven : but fince they chofe

to abide upon the earth, me defired them to go to MiBlanteuBJi, god

of hell, and afk of him one of the bones of the men that had died ; to

fprinkle this with their own blood, and from it they would have a

man and a woman who would afterwards multiply. At the fame

time me warned them to be upon their guard againft MiSllanteuttliy

who after giving the bone might fuddenly repent. With thefe in-

flru&ions from his mother, Xolotl, one of the heroes, went to hell,

and after obtaining what he fought, began to run towards the upper

furface of the earth : upon which Miftlanteuttli enraged purfued him,

but being unable to come up with him, returned to hell. Xolotl in

his precipitate flight Humbled, and falling broke the bone into unequal

pieces. Gathering them up again, he continued his courfe till he. ar-

rived at the place where his brothers awaited him ; when they put the

fragments into a veffel, and fprinkled them with their blood which

they drew from different parts of their bodies. Upon the fourth day

they beheld a boy, and continuing to fprinkle with blood for three

days more, a girl was, likewife formed. They were both configned to

the care of Xolotl to be brought up, who fed them with the milk of

the thiftle. In that way, they believed the recovery of mankind was

effected at that time. Thence took its rife, as they affirmed, the prac-

tice of drawing blood from different parts of the body, which as we

mall fee was fo common among thefe nations : and they believed the

differences in the ftature of men to have been occafioned by the in-

equality of the pieces of the bone.

Cihuacohuatl (woman ferpent) called likewife §uila%tli. This they

believed to have been the firft woman that had children in the world ;

and fhe had always twins. She was efteemed a great goddefs, and they

faid that me would frequently fhew herfelf, carrying a child in a cradle

upon her back.

- Tojiatricli and Meztli, names of the fun and moon, both deified by

thefe nations. They faid, that after the recovery and multiplication

of mankind, each of the above mentioned heroes or demigods, had a-

mong the men, his fervants and adherents : and that there being no

fun, the one that had been, having come to an end, the heroes affem-

bled in Teotlbuacan around a great fire, and faid to the men that the

firft
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firft of them that mould throw himfelf into the fire would have the

glory to become a fun. Forthwith one of the men, more intrepid

than the reft, called Nanabuaztin, threw himfelf into the flames, and

defcended to hell. In the interval while they all remained expecting

the event, the heroes made wagers with the quails, locufts, and other

animals, about the place of the fky where the fun would firft appear j

and the animals being miftaken in their conjectures were immediately

facrificed. At length the fun arofe in that quarter which from that

time forward has been called the Levant ; but he had fcarcely rifen

above the horizon when he flopped ; which the heroes perceiving, fent

to defire him to continue his courfe. The fun replied, that he would

not, until he mould fee them all put to death. The heroes were no

lefs enraged than terrified by that anfwer : upon which one of them

named Citli, taking his bow and three arrows, (hot one at the fun ;

but the fun faved himfelf by flooping. Citli aimed two other arrows,

but in vain. The fun enraged turned back the laft arrow, and fixed

it in the forehead of Citli, who inftantly expired. The reft intimi-

dated by the fate of their brother, and unable to cope with the fun,

refolved to die by the hands of Xolotl, who after killing ail his bro-

thers, put an end to his own life. The heroes before they died left

their cloaths to their fervants ; and fince the conqueft of thefe coun-

tries by the Spaniards, certain ancient garments have been found,

which were preferved by the Indians with extraordinary veneration,

under a belief that they had them by inheritance from thofe ancient

heroes. The men were affected with great melancholy upon loiing

their mafters ; but Tezcatlipoca commanded one of them to go to the

houfe of the fan, and from thence to bring mufic to celebrate his fes-

tival : he told him that for his journey which was to be by fea, he

would prepare a bridge of whales and tortoifes, and defired him to fmg

always as he went, a fong which he gave him. This the Mexicans

laid, was the origin of the mufic and dancing with which they cele-

brated the feftivals of their gods. They afcribed the daily Sacrifice

which they made of quails to the fun, to that which the heroes made

©f thofe birds ; and the barbarous Sacrifices of human victims, fo com-

mon afterwards in thefe countries, they afcribed to the example of Xo-

lotl with his brethren. .

I hey
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They told a fimilar fable of the origin of the moon. cTezcociztecaI,

another ofthofe men who. aflembled in tfeotihuacan, following the ex-

ample of Na?iahuatzin, threw himfelf into the fire : but the flames

beino- fomewhat lefs fierce, he turned out lefs bright, and was tranf-

formed into the moon. To thefe two deities they confecrated thofe

two famous temples erected in the plain of Teotihuacan, of which we

mall give an account in another place.

Qugtzalcoatl. (Feathered ferpent.) This was among the Mexicans,

and all the other nations of Anahuac, the god of the air. He was faid

to have once been high-prieft of Tula. They figured him tall, big, and

of a fair complexion, with an open forehead, large eyes, long black

hair, and a thick beard. From a love of decency, he wore always a

long robe ; he was fo rich that he had palaces of filver and precious

ftones ; he was thought to poffefs the greateft induftry, and to have in-

vented the art of melting metals and cutting gems. He was fuppofed

to have had the moft- profound wifdom, which he difplayed in the

laws which he left to mankind ; and above all to have had the moil

rigid and exemplary manners. Whenever he intended to promulgate

a law in his kingdom, he ordered a crier to the top of the mountain

Tzatzitepec (the hill of mouting) near the city of Tula, whofe voice

was heard at the diftanee of three hundred miles. In his time, the

corn grew fo flrong that a fingle ear was a load for a man : gourds

were as long as a man's body : it was unneceffary to dye cotton, for it

grew naturally of all colours : and all other fruits and feeds were in

the fame abundance and of extraordinary fize. Then too there was an

incredible number of beautiful and fweet finging birds. All his fubjects

were rich, and -to fum up all in one word, the Mexicans imagined as

much happinefs under the priefthood of Quetzalcoatl, as the Greeks

did under the reign of Saturn, whom this Mexican god likewife refem-

bled in the exile which he fuffered. Amidfl all this profperity, Tez-

cath'paca, I know not for what reafon, wifhing to drive him from that

country, appeared to him in the form of an old man, and told him

that it was the will of the gods that he mould be taken to the king-

dom of Tlapalla. At the fame time he offered him a beverage, which

Htyetzalcoatl readily accepted, in hopes of obtaining that immortality

after which he afpired. He had no fooner drank it than he felt him-

felf
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felf fo ftrongly inclined to go to Tlapalla,, that he.fet out immediately, book VI,

accompanied by many of his fubjecfs, who, on the way, entertained

him with mufic. Near the city of $uauhtitlan he felled a tree with

ftones, which remained fixed in the trunk ; and near TlaJnepantla he

laid his hand upon a flone and left an impreffion, which the Mexicans

{hewed the Spaniards after the conqueft. Upon his arrival at Cholula,

the citizens detained him, and made him take upon him the govern-

ment of their city. Befides the decency and fweetnefs of his manners,

the averfion he (hewed to alL kinds of cruelty, infomuch that he

could not bear to hear the very mention of war, added much to the

affedion entertained for him by the inhabitants of Cholula. To him

they faid they owed their knowledge of melting metals, their laws by

which they were ever afterwards governed, the rites and ceremonies

of their religion, and even, as fome affirmed, the arrangement of their

feafons and calendar.

After being twenty years in Cholula, he refolved to purfue his jour-

ney to the imaginary kingdom of Tlapalla, carrying along with him

four noble and virtuous youths. In the maritime province of Coatza-

coalco, he difmified them, and defired them to allure the Cbolulans

that he would return to comfort and direct them. The Cbolulans

out of refpect to their beloved %uet%alcoatly
put the reins of govern-

ment into the hands of thofe young men. Some people faid that he

fuddenly difappeared, others that he died upon that coaft ; but, how-

ever it might be, ^uetzalcoatl was confecrated as a god by the Tol-

tecas of Cholulan, and made chief guardian of their city, in the cen-

ter of which, in honour of him, they railed a great eminence and built

a fandtuary upon it. Another eminence with a temple, was after-

wards erected to him in Tula. From Cholula his worfhip was pro-

pagated over all that country, where he was adored as the god of the

•'air. He had temples in Mexico, and elfewhere ; and fome nations,

even enemies of the Cbolulans, had, in the city of Cholula, temples

and priefts dedicated to his worfhip; and people came from all coun-

tries thither, to pay their devotions and to fulfil their vows. * The

Cholulans preferved with the higheft veneration fome fmall gre$n

ilones, very well cut, which they faid had belonged to him. The

people of Yucatan -boafted that their nobles were defcended from him.

Vol. I. ,
Kk Barren
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BOOK iv. Barren women offered up their prayers to him in order to become

fruitful. His feltivals were great and extraordinary, efpeciallyin Cho-

lula, in the T'eoxibuitl, or divine year ; and were preceded by a fevere

fail of eighty days, and by dreadful aufterities pra&ifed by the priefts

confecrated to his worihip. Quetzalcoatl, they faid, cleared the way

for the god of water ; becaufe in thefe countries rain is generally pre-

ceded by wind.

Dr. Siguenza imagined that the Quetzalcoatl, deified by thofe people,

was no other than the apoftle St. Thomas, who announced to them the

Gofpel. He fupported that opinion with great learning, in a work (b),

which, with many other of his ineftimable writings, has been unfortu-

nately loft by the neglect of his heirs. In that work he inflituted a

comparifon betwixt the names of Didymos and Quetzalcoatl (i), their

drefs, their doctrine, and their prophecies ; and examined the places

through which they went, the traces which they left, and the mira-

cles which their refpective difciples related. As we have never {ecn

the manufcript above mentioned, we mail avoid criticiling an opinion

to which we cannot fubfcribe, notwithstanding the refpect which we

bear for the great genius and extenfive learning of the author.

Some Mexican writers are perfuaded that the Gofpel had been

preached in America fome centuries before the arrival of the Spaniards.

The grounds of that opinion are fome crones (k) which have been

found

"(h) This work of Siguenza is mentioned by Betancourt, in his Mexican Theatre; and -by

Dr. Eguiera, in his Mexican Bibliotheca.

(/) Betancourt obferves, when he is comparing together the names of Didymos and %uct'

zalcoatl, that the latter is compofed of Coat! a. twin, and SjuetzatU a gem ;
and that it Signifies

a Precious Twin. But Torquemada, who perfectly undertlood the Mexican language, and

had thofe names interpreted to him by the ancient people, fays that Quetzalcoatl means, fer-

pent furnifhed with feathers. In fa£t, Coatl does perfectly Hgnify ferpetit, and Quetzalll, green-

feather, and have been applied to Vafin and gem, only metaphorically.

(£] The croffes the mod celebrated are thofe of Yucatan, of Mizteca, Queretaro, Tepique,

and Tianquiztepec. Thofe of Yucatan are mentioned by Father Cogolludo, a Francifcan, in

*his Hitlory, book ii. chap 12. The crofs of Mizteca is taken notice of by Boturini in his

work, and in the chronicle of Father Burgoa, a Dominican. There is an account of the crofs

of Queretaro, written by a Francifcan of the college of Propaganda in that city ; and of that

of Tepique by the learned Jefuit Sigifmund Tarabal, whofe manufcripts are preferved in the

jefuit college of Guadalajora. That of Tianquiztepec was difcovered by Boturini, and

is mentioued in his work. The croffes of Yucatan were worshipped by the Yucatanefe, in

obedience, as they faid, to the inflruclions of their great prophet Chilam-Cambal, who defired

that when a certain race of men with beards Should arrive in that country from the Eafr, and

Should
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found at different times, which feem to have been made before the ar-

rival of the Spaniards : the fail of forty days obferved by the people of

the new world (I), the tradition of the future arrival of a ftrange peo-

ple, with beards, and the pants of human feet impreffed upon fome

flones, which are fuppofed to be the footfteps of the apoftle St. Tho-

mas (n). We never could reconcile ourfelves to this opinion; but the

examination of fuch monuments and remains, would require a work of

a very different kind from that which we have undertaken.

Tlaloc, otherwife TlalocateuBH (matter of paradife), was the god of

water. They called him fertilizer of the earth, and prote&or of their

temporal goods. They believed he refided upon the higheft moun-

tains, where the clouds are generally formed, fuch as thofe of Tlaloc,

Tlafcala, and Toluca ; whither they often went to implore his pro-

tection.

The native hiftorians relate, that the Acolhuas having arrived in that
T
S^J^

country in the time of Xolotl, the flrft Chechemecan king, found at the mountains,

top of the mountain of Tlaloc, an image of that god, made ofa white and J^ nî t>

very light ftone, in the fhape of a man fitting upon a fquare ftone, with and hell,

a veffel before him, in which was fome elaftic gum, and a variety of

feeds. This was their yearly offering, by way of rendering up their

thanks after having had a favourable harveft. That image was

reckoned the oldeft in that country ; for it had been placed upon that

hill by the ancient Toltecas, and remained till the end of the XVth

or beginning of the XVIth century, when Nezahualpilli, king of Acol-

huacan, in order to gain the favour of his fubjedts, carried it away, and

placed another in its ftead, of a very hard black ftone. The new image,

however, being defaced by lightning, and the priefts declaring it to be

a punifhment from heaven, the ancient ftatue was reftored, and there

fhould be feen to adore that fign, they fliould embrace the doarine of thofe firangers._ We

(hall have ah opportunity of fpeaking more particularly concerning thefe monuments, in the

FccbfiaftualHipry of Mexico, if Heaven vouchsafe to favour our defign.

^

(I) The fart of forty days proves nothing, as thofe nations likewife obferved fafts of three,

four, five, twenty, eighty, a hundred and fixty days, and even of four years
;

nor was that of

forty days, by any means the molt common.

(«) Not only the marks of human feet have been found printed or rather cut out in ftones,

but thofe likewife of animals have been found, without our being able to form any conje^iue

of the purpofe had in view by thofe who have taken the trouble to cut them.

Kk 2 continued
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BOOK VI. continued to be preferved and worshipped , until the promulgation of
' * ' the Gofpel, when it was thrown down and broken by the order of the

firfr. bilhop of Mexico.

The ancients alfo believed that in all the high mountains there re-

fided other gods, fubaltern to Tlaloc. They all went under the fame

name, and were revered, not only as gods of water, but alfo as the gods

of mountains. The image of T/alor was painted blue and green, to

exprefs the different colours that are obferved in water. He held in

his hand a rod of gold, of an undulated and pointed form, by which

they intended to denote the lightning. He had a temple in Mexico,

within the inclofure of the greater temple, and the Mexicans celebrated

feveral fefKvals in honour to him every year.

Chalchiuhcueje, otherwife Chalchihuitlicue, the goddefs of wate^

and companion of Tlaloc. She was known by fome other very ex-

preffive names (oj, which either fignify the effects which water pro-

duces, or the different appearances and colours which it affumes in

motion. The Tlafcalans called her Matlalcneje, that is, clothed in a

green robe ; and they gave the fame name to the higher! mountain of

Tlafcala, on whofe fummit are formed thofe ftormy clouds which ge-

nerally burft over the city of Angelopoli. To that fummit the Tlaf-

calans afcended to perform their facrifices, and offer up their prayers.

This is the very fame goddefs of water, to which Torquemada gives

the name of Xocbiquetzal, and the Cav. Boturini that of Macuilxochi-

quetzalli.

Xiuhteuctli (mailer of the year and of the grafs), was among thefe

nations the god of fire, to whom they likewife gave the name of Ixco-

zauhqui, which expreffes the colour of fire. This god was greatly re-

vered in the Mexican empire. At their dinner they made an offering

to him of the firft morfel of their food, and the firft draught of their

beverage, by throwing both into the fire ; and burned incenfe to him

at certain' times of the day. In honour of him they held two fixed

feflivals of the moil folemn kind, one in the tenth, and another in the

eighteenth month ; and one moveable feafl at which they created the

(e) Afozonallotl and Acuecuejotl exprefs the fwelling and fluctuation of water : Atlacamani,

florms excited on it : Abide and Aiauh, its motions fometimes to one fide and fometimes to an-

other : XixicjuipiUbiii, the alternate rifing and falling of the waves, &c.

ufual
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ufual magiftrates, and renewed the ceremony of the invefliture of the BOOKVI.

fiefs of the kingdom. He had a temple in Mexico, and fome other

Pa
C
C

enteotl, goddefs of the earth and of corn, called likewife, Tona-

cajobua (pj, that is, fhe who fupports us. She had five temples in

Mexico, and three feftivals were held on her account, in the third,

eighth, and eleventh months : (he was particularly revered and honour-

ed by the Totonacas, who efteemcd her to be their chief protedrefs ;

and erecled to her, upon the top of a high mountain, a temple, where

fhe was ferved by a great number of priefts folely devoted to her wor-

fhip, and adored by the whole nation. They had an extraordinary

love for her, being perfuaded that fhe did not require human viclims,

but was contented with the facrifice of doves, quails, leverets, and

fuch animals, which they offered up to her in great numbers. They

expected me was at lafi to deliver them from the cruel flavery they

were under to the other gods, who conftrained them to facrifice fo

many human creatures. The Mexicans entertained very different fen-

timents of her fhedding a great deal of human blood at her feftivals

In the above mentioned temple of the Totonacas, was one of the moft

renowned oracles of the country.

Midlanteudtli, the god of hell, and Miaiancihuatl his female com-

panion, were much honoured by the Mexicans. Thefe deities were

imagined to dwell in a place of great darknefs in the bowels of the earth.

They had a temple in Mexico, in which they held a feftival in the

eighteenth month. Sacrifices and offerings were made to them by

ni»ht, and the chief minifter of their worfhip was a pneft called T///-

fantknamacac, who was always died of a black colour, in order to

perform the functions of his priefthood.

Joalteuftli, the god of night, who feems to us to have been the

fame with Meztli or the moon. Some think him the fame with Tofia-

tiuh or the fun, while others imagine him to have been quite a diftind

deity. They recommended their children to this god, to give them

deep. .

<t\ They -ave her likewife the names of Tzaiteotl (original goddefs), Xilonen, Iztacaceuteo.pl

JrianlUacenteotl, changing her name according to the different dates of the gram ,n

the progrcfi ofits growth.
Joalticitl
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Joalticitl (nightly phyfician), goddefs of cradles ; to whom they like-

wife recommended their children to be taken care of, particularly in

the night time.

Huitzilopochtli, or Mexitli, was the god of war; the deity the mofl
honoured by the Mexicans, and their chief protector (aj. Of this god
fome faid he was a pure fpirit, others that he was born of a woman,
but without the affiftance of a man, and defcribed his birth in the fol-

lowing manner. There lived, faid they, in Coatepec, a place near to

the ancient city of Tula, a woman called Coatlicne, mother of the
.Ceutzonhiiiznahuis, who was extremely devoted to the worfhip of the
gods. One day as me was employed, according to her ufual cuftom,
in walking in the temple, fhe beheld defending in the air, a ball made
of various feathers. She feized it and kept it in her bofom, intending

afterwards to employ the feathers in decoration of the altar ; but when
me wanted it after her walk was at an end, fhe could not find it, at

which flie was extremely furprifed, and her wonder was very greatly

increafed when fhe began to perceive from that moment that fhe was
pregnant. Her pregnancy advanced till it was difcovered by her chil-

dren, who, although they could not themfelves fufpect their mother's
virtue, yet fearing the difgrace fhe would fuffer upon her delivery, de-

termined to prevent it by putting her to death. They could not take
their refolution fo fecretly as to conceal it from their mother, who
while fhe was in deep affii&ion at the thoughts of dying by the hands
of her own children, heard an unexpected voice ifliie from her womb,
faying, " Be not afraid mother, for I fhall fave you with the greatefl

honour to yourfelf, and glory to me." Her hard-hearted fons, guid-
ed and encouraged by their fitter Cojolxauhqui, who had been the moft
keenly bent upon the deed, were nowjuft upon the point of executing

their purpofe, when Huitzilopochtli was born, with a fhield in his

{q) Huitzilopochtli is a compound of two words, viz. Huitxilin, the humming bird, and
Opocbtli, left. It Was fo called from his image having the feathers of the little bird upon its

left foot. Boturini knowing little of the Mexican language, derives the name from Huitziton
the leader of the Mexicans in their pilgrimage, and takes this leader and the god to have been
the fame perfon. Befides that fuch an etymology is over- (trained, that pretended identity is

quire unknown to the Mexicans themfelves, who when they began their pilgrimage under the
<*ortdtf& of Huitziton, had long before, from time immemorial, worfliipped the god of war :>

the Spaniards being unable to pronounce the word, called him Huiebilobos.

left
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left hand, a fpear in his right, and a crefl of green feathers on his head > Egg yi.

his left leg aderned with feathers, and his face, arms, and thighs

ftreaked with blue lines. As foon as he came into the world he dif-

played a twifted pine, and commanded one of his foldiers called To-

cbaticalqui, to fell with it Cojolxauhqui, as the one who had been the

moft guilty ; and he himfelf attacked the reft with fo much fury that,

in fpite of their efforts, their arms, or their intreaties, he killed them all,

plundered their houfes, and prefented the fpoils to his mother. Man-

kind were fo terrified by this event, that from that time they called

him Tetzahuitl, terror, and Tetzaubteotl, terrible god.

This was the god who, as they faid, becoming the protector of the

Mexicans, conducted them for fo many years in their pilgrimage, and

at length fettled them where they afterwards founded the great city of

Mexico. There they raifed to him that fuperb temple fo much cele-

brated even by the Spaniards, in which were annually holden three

folemn feftivals in the fifth, ninth, and fifteenth months j
befides thofe

kept every four years, every thirteen years, and at the beginning of

every century. His ftatue was of gigantic fize, in the pofture of a

man feated on a blue-coloured bench, from the four corners of which

ifTued four huge fnakes. His forehead was blue, but his face was co-

vered with a golden mafk, while another of the fame kind covered the

back of his head. Upon his head he carried a beautiful creft, fhaped

like the beak of a bird ; upon his neck a collar confuting of ten figures

of the human heart ; in his right hand, a large, blue, twifted club

;

in his left, a fhieid, on which appeared five balls of feathers difpofed

in the form of a crofs, and from the upper part of the fhieid rofe a

golden flag with four arrows, which the Mexicans pretended to have

been fent to them from heaven to perform thofe glorious actions which

we have feen in their hiftory. His body was girt with a large golden

make, and adorned with various letter figures of animals made of gold

and precious ftones, which ornaments and iniignia had each their po-

culiar meaning. They never deliberated upon making war without

imploring the protedion of this god, with prayers and tacrifices ; and

offered up a greater number of human vi&ims to him than to any other

of the gods.
Tlaca-
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Tlacahuepancuexcotzin, likewife a god of war, the younger brother

and companion of Huitzilopochtli. His image was worshipped along

with his brother's, in the chief fandtuary of Mexico ; but no where

with greater devotion than at the court of Tezcuco.
o

Painalton (fwift or hurried), a god of war, and lieutenant of Huit-

zilopochtli. As they invoked the latter in thofe wars which were un-

dertaken after ferious deliberation, fo they called upon Painalton upon

fudden occafions, fuch as an unexpected attack of the enemy. Then

the priefts ran about the city with the image of the god, which was

worshipped together with thofe of the other gods of war, calling upon

him with loud cries, and making facrifices to him of quails, and other

animals. All the men of war were then obliged to run to arms.

Sect. VII. Jacateu&li (the lord who guides), the god of commerce frj, for
r

i he gods of whom ^ merchants celebrated two great annual feflivals in his tem-
commerce, °
hunting, Mi- ple at Mexico ; one in the ninth, and another in the feventeenth month,

with many facrifices of human victims, and fuperb repafts.

Mixcoatl, the goddefs of hunting, and the principal deity of the

Otomies, who, living among the mountains, were for the mofl part

hunters. The Matlatzincas likewife worfhipped her with peculiar re-

verence. She had two temples in Mexico, and in one of them called

Teotlalpan, was held a great feftival with numerous facrifices of the

wild animals, in the fourteenth month.

Opochtli, the god of fiihing. He was believed to be the inventor

of nets and other inftruments of fiihing, whence he was particularly

revered by fifhermen, as their protector. In Cuitlahuac, a city upon a

little ifland in the lake of Chalco, there was a god of fiihing highly

honoured, named Amimitl, who probably differed from Opochtli no

otherwife than in name.

Huixtocihuatl, the goddefs of fait, was worfhipped by the Mexicans

upon account of the fait works which they had at a little diftance from

the capital. A feail was celebrated to her in the feventh month.

Tzapotlatenan, the goddefs of phyfic. She was fuppofed to have

been the inventrefs of the oil called Oxitl, and other moft ufeful drugs.

She was yearly honoured with the facrifice of human victims, and with

particular hymns compofed in her praife.

(r) Jacateudli was alio called XiacateuHIi and Jacacehubqui.

Tezcat-
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Texcatzoncatl, the god of wine ; known likewife by other names ^^3
(s) t

from the effeds produced by wine. He had a temple in Mexico,

in which four hundred priefls were confecrated to his worfhip, and

where for him, and the other gods his companions, a yearly feaft was

held in the thirteenth month.

Ixtlilton (the black-faced) feems to have been a god of phyfic
j

for

they ufed to bring iick children to his temple, to be cured. Their fa-

thers brought them, and dictating to them the prayers with which

they were to afk for health, made them dance before the image; and

then gave them a water to drink which had been bleffed by the pnefls

confecrated to the god.

Coatlicue, or Coatlantona, was the goddefs of flowers. She had a

temple in Mexico called Jopico, where a feftival was celebrated to her

by the Xochimanqui, or compofers of nofegays of flowers, in the third

month which falls in fpring. They prefented her among other things

with beautiful braids of flowers. We do not know whether this god-

defs was the fame with the mother of Huitzilopochtli.

Tlazolteotl was the god whom the Mexicans invoked to obtain par-

don of their fins, and to be freed from the difgrace to which the guilty

are expofed. The principal devotees of this falfe deity were luftful

men, who courted his protection with facrifices and with offerings (/).

Xipe is the name given by hiftorians to the god of the goldfmiths,

(a) who was greatly revered among the Mexicans. They were per-

fuaded that all thofe who negledled his worfhip, would be punifhed

with difeafes, particularly with the itch, boils, and fevere pains in the

eyes and the head. They took care, therefore, to diftinguifh them-

felves by the cruelty of their facrifices, which were made at a feftival

ufually celebrated in the fecond month.

Nappateucfli (four times lord) was the god of the mat-weavers.

He was faid to be a benign god, eafy to pardon injuries, and generous

(s) Such as Tequechmecanlani the ftrang-ler, and Teathbuiani the drowner.

(/) Boturini afferts, that Tlazolteotl was the immodeft and Hebeian goddefs
;
and ilW-

JcLuetzalli, the Venus Pronuba. But the Mexicans never attributed to then- gods thofe

ihameful irregularities, which the Greeks and Romans imputed to theirs. .

(*) Xipe has no meaning ; fo that I imagine the Spanifh writers not knowing the Mexican .

name of this god, applied to him the two flrft fyllables of the name of his feaft Mpebmhmh,

Vol. I. L 1
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towards all. He had two temples in Mexico, where a feftival was

held in the thirteenth month.

Omacatl was the god of mirth. Upon occafion of any public re-

joicing, or any great feaft of the Mexican lords, they imagined they

would certainly meet with fame difafter if they negleded to bring the

image of this god from the temple and fet it up at the feaft.

Tonantzin (our mother) I take to be the fame with the goddefs

Centeotl, whom we have mentioned before. She had a temple upon

a mountain, about three miles from Mexico towards the north, whither

the nations came in crowds to worfhip her, with a wonderful number

of focrifices. At the foot of that hill is now the moil famous fanc-

tuary in the new world, dedicated to the true God ; where people from

the moil remote countries aftemble to worfhip the celebrated and truly

miraculous image of the moil Holy Lady of Guadaloupe ; thus convert-

ing a place of abomination into a mercy-feat, where religion has diftri-

buted its favours, for the benefit of thofe nations, in the place that has

been ilained with the blood of fo many of their anceflors.

Teteoinan was the mother of the gods, which the word itfelf Sig-

nifies. As the Mexicans called themfelves the children of the gods,

they gave to this goddefs the name likewife of Tocitzin, that is, our

grand-mother. I have already fpoken of the origin and deification of

this pretended mother of the gods in the fecond book, where I gave

an account of the tragical death of the princefs of Colhuacan. This

goddefs had a temple in Mexico, where a moil foiemn feaft was held

in the eleventh month. She was particularly adored by the Tlafca-

lans ; and midwives worshipped her as their proteclrefs. Almoft ail

the Spaniih writers confound her with Tonantzin, but they are cer-

tainly different.

Ilamateuctli, for whom the Mexicans had a feaft upon the third day

of the fe.venteenth month, feems to have been the goddefs of age. Her

name means nothing more than Old Lady.

Tepitoton (little ones), was the name given by the Mexicans to

their penates, or houihold gods, and the images that reprefented them.

Of thefe little images, the kings and great lords had always fix in their

houies, the nobles four, and the lower people two, They were to be

feen every where in the public ilreets.

Befides
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Befides thefe gods which were the moft confiderabfc, and feme others BOOKVL

which we omit, that we may not tire the^^ ^ Thrf-Tavs
flred and fixty, to which as many days were confecrated. Thrfe days

take their names from them, and are thole we find m the firft thuteen

months of their calendar.

The Mexican gods were generally the fame with thofe of the othei

nations of Anahuac ; differing only in their greater or left celebnty

in fome of their rites, and fometimes in their names The god the

moiVcelebrated in Mexico was Huimhpocbtli, in Cholula and Ruexot-

zinco, ^WraiBong the Totonacas, Centeotl >
and among

the Otomies, MixcoatL The Tlafcalans, although the conflant ene-

mies of the Mexicans, adored the fame gods ;
and even their moft fa-

voured deltas the very Huitilopochth of the Mexicans but under

the name oiGamaxtk. The people of Tezcuco, as allies, friends, and

neighbours, conformed almoft entirely with the Mexicans.
I1C1& '

. . . , T„i • -U tunfP folfe o-ods were repre- Sect. viii.

The number of the images by which thoie lane goas
1 F ^^ .^

.

ferted and worlhipped in the temples, the houfes, the fireets and andtleman .

lenteu, duu wum ^^ 1
,,£• A/Tovirn affirms ner of wor-

the woods, were infinite. Zumarraga, firft bflhop of Mateo, athims,
fllipp;ngtl>ei,

that the Francifcans had, in the courfe of eight years, broken more than god,

twenty thoufnd idols ; bnt that number is trifling compared to thoie

71 Capital only. They were generally made of clay, and certain

k , ds of ftone and" wood , bnt fometimes too of gold and other metals-,

ad there were fome of gems. In a high mountain of Achtauht a, m

Wzteca, Benedifl Fernandez, a celebrated Donumcanmrffionary, found

a little idol called by the Miztecas the heart of the people. It was

I very precious emerald, four inches long and two inches broad, upon

wLh las engraved the figure of a bird, and round ft that o( ,
t

to:Ue
-

fnake The Spaniards offered fifteen hundred fequtns for t
;
but th.

Sous mifllonary before all the people, and with great folemmty re-

ft ced it to powder. The moft extraordinary idol of the Memcans was

tZ of Huitzilopochtli, which was made of certam feeds pafteo to-

, Lr with human blood. Almoft all their idols were coarfe and hi-

deous from the fantaftical parts of which they were compofed ,n orocr

to reprefent their attributes and employments.

The divinity of thofc falfe gods were acknowledged by prayer ,

kneeling and proftrations, with vows, falls, and otner aufterm

L 1 2
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???SJ¥ wit^ *"acrmces and offerings, and various rites, fome common to other
nations, and others peculiar to the Mexican religion alone. They prayed
generally upon their knees, with their faces turned towards the eaft, and
therefore made their fancftiaries with the door to the weft. Their
made vows for their children as well as for themfelves, and frequently

dedicated them to the fervice of their gods in fome temple or mon'af-

tery. Thofe who happened to be in danger from ftumbling or flipping,

upon a journey, made vows to vifit the temple of the god Omacatl, and
to offer up incenfe and paper. They made frequent ufe of the name of
God to confirm the truith ; and their oaths were in this form ; Cuix
a mo nechitta in 'Toteotzin ? Does not our god fee me now ? Then
naming the principal god, or any other they particularly reverenced,

they kiffed their hand, after having touched the earth with it. Great
faith was put in oaths of this kind by way of purgation when any one
was accufed of a crime ; for they thought no man could be fo ram as

to venture to abufe the name of God, at the evident rifk of being

moft feverely punifhed by heaven.

Metamorphofes, or transformations, were not wanting to the mytho-
logy of the Mexicans. Among others they related one of a man
named Jappan, who having undertaken to do penance upon a moun-
tain, yielded to the temptations of a woman, and fell into the fin of

adultery. He was immediately beheaded by Jaotl, to whom the gods

had given the charge of watching over his conduct, and by the gods

themfelves was transformed into a black fcorpion. Jaotl, not fatisfied

with that punifhment, executed it likewife upon Tlahukzin, the wife

of Jappan, who was transformed into a white fcorpion, while Jaotl

himfelf, for having exceeded the bounds of his commiffion, was turned

into a locufL They faid it was from the fhame of that crime that fcor-

pions fhu'n the light, and hide themfelves under ftones.

e , v The Mexicans, and other nations of Anahuac, like all civilized na-
0ECT1 J£«

The greater tions, had temples or places allotted for the purpofes of religion, where

Mexico. tne people affembled to worfhip their gods, and implore their protec-

tion. They called the temple ^eocalli, that is, the houfe of god, and

Teopan, the place of God -

y which names they applied with greater

propriety to the temples erecled in honour of the true God, after they

embraced Chrifiianity.

The

Sect. IX.
Their trans-

form ations.
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The city and kingdom of Mexico began with the building of the BOOK vi.

fanctuary of Huitzilopochtli or Mexitli, whence it has derived its name.

That edifice was then a miferable hut. Itzcoatl, the firft king and

conqueror of that nation, after the taking of Azcapozalco, enlarged it.

Montezuma I. his fucceffor, built a new temple, which had fome

mew of magnificence ; and, at length Ahuitzotl raifed and dedicated

that immenfe temple which his predeceflbr Tizoc had planned. This

was the temple which the Spaniards celebrated fo highly after they had

deftroyed it. It were to be wifhed that their accuracy in defcribing

its dimenfions had been but equal to their zeal in deftroying that fu-

perb monument of fuperftition : but fuch is the variety of their ac-

counts, that, after having laboured to reconcile them, I have found it

impoffible to afcertain its proportions ; nor fhould I ever have been

able to form an idea of the architecture of that temple without the fi-

gure prefented to us by the Anonymous Conqueror ; a copy of which I

have here fubjoined, although I have paid lefs regard in it to his deli-

neation than his defcription. I fhall mention therefore all that I think

may be depended upon, after a very tedious comparifon of the defcrip-

tions given by four eye-witnelles, and neglect what I have. been unable

to extricate from the confufion of different authors (x)

.

(x) The four eye-witneffes whofe defcriptions we have connected together are the conqueror

Cortes, Bernal Diaz, the Anonymous Conqueror, and Sahagun. The three firft lived for fe-

veral months in the palace of king Axajacatl, near the temple, and therefore favv it every day.

Sahagun, although he never faw it entire, yet faw fome part of it, and could difcover what
ground it had occupied. Gomara, who did not himfelf fee the temple, nor ever was in Mexi-
co, received the different accounts of it from the conquerors themfelves who faw it. Acofla,

whofe defcription has been copied by Herrera and Solis, inftead of the great temple defcribes

one perfectly different. This author, although in other refpefls deferving of credit, was not

in. Mexico till fixty y^ars after the conqueft, when there were no remains of the temple.

In a Dutch edition of Solis, was given an incorrecl print of the great temple, which was af-

terwards given by the authors of the General Hifcory of Foyages, and is flill to be met with in

an edition of the conqueror Cortes's Letters, publifhed at Mexico in 1770: but the careleff-

nefs of. the editors of that edition will appear from comparing the print in it with Cortes's own
defcription. He fays, in his firft letter, though fomewhat hyperbolically, that the great tem-

ple of Mexico was higher than the tower of the cathedral church of Seville, while in the

print mentioned it fcarcely appears to be feven or eight perches or toifes. Cortes declares

that five hundred Mexican nobles fortified themfelves in the upper area, whereas that fpace as

reprefented in the print could not contain more than feventy or eighty men. Laftly, omitting,

many other contradictions, Cortes fays, that the temple confided of three or four bodies, and
;

that each body had, as he defcribes it, its corridores or balconies ; yet in the print it is repre-

sented as eoufifting of one body only, without any of thofe corridores at all.

This''
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This great temple occupied the centre of the city, and, together

with the other temples and buildings annexed to it, comprehended all

that {bace uoon which the great cathedral church now Hands, part of

the greater market-place, and part likewife of the ilreets and buildings

around. Within the inclofure of the wall which encompafTed it in a

fquare form, the conqueror Cortes affirms that a town of five hundred

houfes might have flood (y). The wall, built of ftone and lime, was

very thick, eight feet high, crowned with battlements, in the form of

niches, and ornamented with many Hone figures in the Chape of ferpents,

whence it obtained the name of Coatepantlii
or the wall of ferpents.

It had four gates to the four cardinal points : the eaftern gate looked

to a broad ftreet which led to the lake of Tezcuco : the reft corref-

ponded to the three principal ftreets of the city, the broaden: and the

ftraighteft, which formed a continuation with thofe built upon the lake

that led to Iztapalapan, to Tacuba, and to Tepejacac. Over each

of the four gates was an arfenal filled with a van: quantity of ofFenfive

and defenfive weapons, where the troops went when it was neceffary,

to be (upplied with arms. The fpace within the walls was curiouily

paved with fach fmooth and poliihed frones that the horfes of the Spa-

niards could not move upon them without Hipping and tumbling down..

In the middle was raifed an immenfe folid building of greater length

than breadth (%), covered with fquare equal pieces of pavement. The

building confided of five bodies nearly equal in height, but differing

in length and breadth ; the higheft being narrower!:. The firft body, or

bafis of the building, was more than fifty perches long from eaft to

weft, and about forty-three in breadth, from north to fouth (a)'. The
fecond

(y) The Anonymous Conqueror fays, that what was within the wall was like a city. Go-

mara affirms, that the wall was a very long bowfhot in length upon every fide.
^

Torquemadn,

although a"-reein°- with Gornava in book viii. chap. 2. fays afterwards in ch. xix. that the cir-

cumference of the wall was above three thoufand paces, which is plainly a miflake. Dr. Her-

nandez, in his prolix defection of the temple, preferved in manufcripr in the library of the

Efcurial, and which Father Nieremberg has made ufe of in his Natural Hitlory, allows to the

the wall, of every fide, two hundred Toledan cubits, which is about eighty-fix perches.

{%) Pahagun makes the temple perfcc'tly fquare, but the Anonymous Conqueror, both m
the defcription and in the figure which he has left us, reprefents it to have been of greater

length than breadth, like thofe of Teotihuacan which ferved as models for all the reft.

(a) Sahagun gives to the firft body upon every fide three hundred and fix y Toledan feet,

^nd that is the meafure cf its length. Gomara gives it fifty brazas, which is the meature uf

jjts breadth. Three hundred and fixty Toledan feet make three hundred and eight Parihan, or

a lit-





•
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fecond body was about a perch lefs in length and breadth than the book

firfl ; the third as much lefs than the fecond ; and the reft in pro-

portion, fo that upon each body there remained a free fpace or plain

which would allow three, or even four men abreaft to walk round the

next body.

The flairs, which were upon the fouth-fide, were made of large

well formed flones, and confifted of a hundred and fourteen fteps, each

a foot high. They were not, however, one fingle flair-cafe continued

all the way, as they have been reprefented by the authors of the Gene-

neral Hillary of Travels, and the Publishers of Cortes's Letters, in

Mexico ; but were divided into as many feparate flair- cafes as there

were bodies of the building in the manner (hewn in our plate ; fo that

after getting to the top of the firfl flair-cafe, one could not mount

the fecond, without going along the firfl plain round the fecond ; nor

the third, without going along the fecond plain, and fo of the reft.

This will be better underflood by confulting the plate, which is copied

from that of the Anonymous Conqueror (b), but corrected as to the di-

menfions, from that author's own defcription, and other hiflorians.

Upon the fifth body was a plain," which we fhall call the upper area,

which was about forty three perches long (c),. and thirty-four broad,

and was as well paved as the great area below. At the eaflern extre-

mity of this plain were raifed two towers to the height of fifty-fix

feet, or nearly nine perches. Each was divided into three bodies, of

which the lower was of flo-ne and lime, and the other two of wood

very well wrought and painted. The inferior body or bafis of each were

properly the fanctuaries, where, upon an altar of flone, five feet high, were

placed their tutelary idols. One of thefe two fandtuaries was confe-

a little more than fifty perches. Fifty Irazas, or eftaJos make two hundred and fifty-feven

Parifian feet, or about forty-two perches.

{!>) A copy of the drawing of the temple made by the Anonymous Conqueror, is to be

found in the collection of Jo. Ramuiio ; and another in Father Kircher's work, entitled, Oedi-

pus JjEgyjitiacus.

(c) Sahagun, whofe meafures have been adopted by Torquemada, allows no more than fe-

venty Toledan feet fquare, which is about ten perches, to the upper area ; but it is impoffible

that five hundred Mexican nobles, as Cortes aflerts, could have flood to fight againft the Spa-

niards, in fuch a narrow fpace ; efpecially if we believe Bernard Diaz, who fays, that foar

thoufand Mexicans fortified themfelves in that temple, and that numbers had got up before

the nobles afcended,

crated

<
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crated to Huitzilopochtli, and the gods of war ; and the other to Tez-

catliooca. The other bodies were deftined to the keeping of fome things

belonging to the worfhip, and the afhes of fome kings and lords who,

through particular devotion, deiired that to be done. The doors of

both fancraaries were towards the weft, and both the towers terminat-

ed in a very beautiful wooden cupola. There is no author who has

defcribed the internal difpofition and ornaments of the fancxuaries ; nor

indeed the fize of the towers ; fo that what is reprefented in our plate

is only delineated from conjecture. I believe, however, we may ven-

ture to fay without danger of miftake, that the height of the building

without the towers, was not lefs than nineteen perches, and with the

towers exceeded twenty-eight. From that height one might fee the

lake, the cities around, and a great part of the valley ; and it has been

affirmed by eye-witneffes to be the fineft profpecl: in the world.

In the upper area was the altar for the common facrifices, and in

the lower that for the gladiatorial. Before the two fan&uaries were

two ftone floves of the height of a man, and of the fhape of our holy

pyx, in which they preferved a conftant fire, night and day, with the

utmoft care ; fearing that if ever it went out, they mould fuffer the

mod dreadful punifhment from heaven. In the other temples and

religious buildings comprifed within the inclofure of the great wall,

there were fix hundred floves, of the fame fize and figure, which in

the night time, when they ufed all to be burning, prefented a very pleaf-

ing fight.

In the fpace betwixt the wall and the great temple, there were, be-

Buiidingsan- gggg a piace for their religious dances, upwards of forty lefTer temples,

hat temple, confecrated to the other gods, feveral colleges of priefts, fome femi-

naries for youth and children of both fexes, and many other buildings

fcattered about, of which, for their Angularity, it will be necefTary to

give fome account.

The moft remarkable were the temples of Tezcatlipoca, Tlaloc,

and Quetzalcoatl. They all refembled one another in form, but were

of different fizes, and all fronted the great temple ; while the other

temples without this area were built with the front towards the

ft. The temple of Quetzalcoatl alone differed from the reft in

form; it being round, the others all quadrangular. The door of

i this
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this fandtuary was the mouth of an enormous ferpent of ftone, armed book vi«

with fangs. Some Spaniards tempted by curiofity to go into that dia-

bolical temple, afterwards confefied the horror which they felt upon
entering it. Among other temples there was one called Ilhuicatitlan,

dedicated to the planet Venus, in which was a great pillar with the

figure of that ftar painted or engraved upon it ; near which, at the time

of her appearance, they facriiiced prifoners.

The colleges of priefts, and the feminaries were various; but we
particularly know only of five colleges or monafteries of priefts, and
three feminaries of youth, although there muft certainly have been
more, from the prodigious number of perfons that were found there

confccrated to the worfhip of the gods.

Among the remarkable buildings within this area, befides the four
arfenals over the four gates, there was another near the temple Tezca-
calli (houfe of mirrors), fo called from its walls being covered with
mirrors on the infide. There was another fmall temple called Tecaz-
calli, all adorned with fhells which had a houfe annexed to it, into

which, at certain times, the king of Mexico retired for the purpofes

of fafting and prayer. The high-prieft had likewife a houfe of retire-

ment called Pojauhtkn, and there were feveral others for other perfons

.

There was alfo a great houfe of entertainment to accommodate ftrang-

ers of diftinclion who came upon a devout vifit to the temple, or from
curiofity to fee the grandeurs of the court. There were ponds in

which the priefts bathed ; and fountains, the water of which they
drank. In the pond called Tezcapan, many bathed in obedience to

a particular vow made to the gods. The water of one of the foun-
tains called Toxpalatl was efteemed holy : it was drank only at the moil
folemn feafts, and no perfon was allowed to tafte it at any other time (d).

There were places allotted to the bringing up of birds for the facriiices,

gardens in which flowers and odoriferous herbs were raifed for the deco-
ration of the altars ; and even a little wood in which were artificially

(d) The fountain Toxpalatl, the water of which was excellent, was Hopped up, at the time
when the Spaniards deilroyed the temple ; it was opened again in 1582, in the little fquare of
the Marquis (which at prefent is called el Emfedradillo), near to the cathedral ; but for fomc
leafon or other, of which we are ignorant, it was a fecond time flopped up.

Vol. I. M m repre-
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BOOK VI. reprefented hills, rocks, and precipices, and from which they iffued

to that general chace which we mall defcribe in another part of this

work.

Particular apartments were deftined for the keeping of the idols, the

ornaments, and all the furniture of their temples ; and among them

were three halls fo large, that the Spaniards were aflonifhed upon fee-

ing them. Among the buildings mofl finking from their Angularity,

was a great prifon like a cage, in which they kept the idols of the

conquered nations as if imprifoned. In fome other buildings of this

kind they preferved the heads of thofe who had been facrificed, fome

of which were nothing but heaps of bones piled upon one another.

In others the heads were arranged in regular order upon poles, or fixed

againfl the walls, forming, by the variety of their difpofition, a fpec-

tacle not lefs curious than horrid. The greateft of thefe buildings

called Huitzompan, although not within the great wall, was but a little

way from it, over againft the principal gate. This was a prodigious

rampart of earth, longer than it was broad, in the form of a half py-

ramid. In the loweft part it was one hundred and fifty-four feet long.

The afcent to the plain upon the top of it was by a ftair-cafe of thirty

fceps. Upon that plain were erected about four feet afunder, more than

feventy very long beams, bored from top to bottom. By thefe holes,

flicks were paffed acrofs from one beam to another, and upon each of

them a certain number of heads were fining by the temples. Upon

the fteps alfo of the flair- cafe there was a head betwixt every flone

;

and at each end of the fame edifice was a tower which appeared to have

been made only of fkulls and lime. As foon as a head began to crum-

ble with age, the priefls fupplied its place with a frefh one from the

bone-heaps in order to preferve the due number and arrangement. The

fkulls of ordinary victims were flripped of the fcalp ; but thofe of men

of rank, and great warriors, they endeavoured to preferve with the

fkin and beard and hair entire, which fervedonly to render more fright-

ful thofe trophies of their barbarous fuperflition. The number of

heads preferved in this and fuch other buildings is fo great, that fome

of the Spanifh conquerors took the trouble of reckoning up thofe

upon
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Sect. XII.

Other tem-

ples.

upon the fteps of this building, and upon the files betwixt the beams, book vi

and found them amount to one hundred thirty-fix thoufand (e). They '

who wilh for a more minute detail of the buildings within the wall of

the great temple, may read the relation of Sahagun in Torquemada, and

the defcription of the feventy-eight edifices there by Dr. Hernandez, in

the Natural Hiftory of Nieremberg.

Befides thefe temples there were others fcattered in different quarters

of the city. Some authors make the number of temples in that capi-

tal (comprehending, as may be imagined, even the fmallefl) amount to

two thoufand j and that of the towers to three hundred and fixty, but

we do not know that any one ever actually counted them. There

can be no doubt, however, that they were very numerous, and among

them faven or eight diftinguilhable for, their fize j but that of Tlate-

lolco, confecrated likewife to Huitzilopochtli, rofe above them all.

Out of the capital, the molt celebrated were thofe of Tezcuco,

Cholula, and Teotihuacan. Bernal Diaz, who had the curiofity to

number the fteps of their flairs, fays, that the temple of Tezcuco had

one hundred and feventeen, and that of Cholula one hundred and

twenty. We do not know whether that famous temple of Tezcuco

v/as the fame with Tezcutzinco, fo celebrated by Valades in his Chri-

fiian Rhetoric, or the fame with that renowned tower of nine bodies,

erected by the king Nezahualcojotl, to the Creator of heaven. The

great temple of Cholula, like many others of that city, was dedicated

to their protedor Quetzalcoatl. All the old hiftorians fpeak with

wonder of the number of the temples in Cholula. Cortes wrote to

the emperor Charles V. that from the top of one temple he had counted

more than four hunded towers of others (/) . The lofty pyramid railed

by the Toltecas remains to this day, in that place where there was

it) Andrea de Tapia, an officer belonging to Cortes, and one of them who counted the

fculls, gave this information to Gomara the hiftorian, according to his own testimony in cap.

lxxxii. of his Hiftory of Mexico.

(f)
» Certifko a vueftra Alteza que yo conte defder una mezquita quatro cientas y tantas

« torres en la dicha ciudad (de Cholula; y todas fon de mezquitas." Letter to Charles V. 0&.

30 1 5 20. The anonymous conqueror affirms, that he counted one hundred and ninety towers

of 'the temples and palaces. Bernal Diaz fays, that they exceeded a hundred
;
but it is pro-

bable, that the two authors counted thofe only which were remarkable for their height. Some

• later authors have faid that thefe towers were as many in number as the days of the year.

M m 2 for-
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formerly a temple confecrated to that falfe deity, and now a holy fanc-
tuary of the mother of the true God ; but the pyramid from its great

antiquity is io covered with earth and buflies, that it feems more like a

natural eminence than an edifice. We are ignorant, indeed, of its di-

menfions, but its circumference in the lower part is not lefs than half

a mile (g.) One may afcend to the top by a path made in a fpiral direc-

tion round the pyramid, and I went up on horfeback in 1744. This
is that famous hill about which fo many fables have been feigned, and
which Boturini believed to have been raifed by the Toltecas as a place

of refuge in the event of another deluge like Noah's.

The famous edifices of Teotihuacan, about three miles fouth from
that place, and more than twenty from Mexico, towards Greco, Hill

fubftift
: thofe immenfe buildings which ferved as a model for the tem-

ples of that country, were two temples confecrated the one to the fun
and the other to the moon, reprefented by two idols of monftrous bulk,

made of Hone and covered with gold. That of the fun had a great

concavity in the breaft, and an image of that planet of the pureft gold

fixed in it. The conquerors pofTefled themfelves of the gold, the idols

were broken by order of the firft bifhop of Mexico, and the fragments

remained in that place till the end of the lad century, and may, per-

haps be there ftill. The bafe, or inferior body of the temple of the

fun, is twenty-eight perches long, and eighty- fix broad, and the height

of the whole building is in proportion (h). That of the moon is eighty-

fix perches long in the bafe, and fix ty- three broad. Each of thefe

temples is divided into four bodies, and as many flair-cafes, which are

arranged in the fame manner with thofe of the great temple of Mexico;
but cannot now be traced, partly from their ruinous condition, and
partly from the great quantity of earth with which they are every where
covered. Round thefe edifices are fcattered feveral little hills, which
are fuppofed to have been as many lelTer temples, dedicated to the other

(g) Betancourt fays, that the height, of the pyramid of Cholula was upwards of forty

eftiidos, that is, more than two hundred and five Par'iian feet ; but this author has been too
fp'aririg in his meafure, as that height unqueilionable exceeds five hundred feet.

(/.>) Gemelli meafured the length and breadth of thofe temples, but had no inftrument to
meafure their height. Cav. Boturini meafured their height, but when he wrote his work he
had not the meafure by him, yet he thinks he found the temple of the fun to have been two
hundred Cattiiian cubits high, that is, eighty-fix perches.

planets
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planets and ftars ; and from this place being fo full of religious build- BOOK VL

ings, antiquity gave it the name of
<Teotihuacan.

The number of temples throughout the whole Mexican empire was

very great. Torquemada thought there might be above forty thou-

fand j but I am perfuaded they would far exceed that number, if we

fhould take the lerfer ones into the account ; for there is not an inha-

bited place without one temple, nor any place of any extent without a

considerable number.

The architecture of the great temples was for the mod part the

fame with that of the great temple of Mexico ; but there were many

likewife of a different ftructure. Many confided of a fingle body in

the form of a pyramid, with a ftair-cafe ; others of ordinary bodies,

with fimilar flair-cafes, as appears in the fubjoined plate, which is co-

pied from one published by Didaco Valades in his Chriftia?i Rhe-

toric (7).

The fuperftition of thofe people not contented with fuch a great

number of temples in their cities, villages, and hamlets, ere&ed many

altars upon the tops of the hills, in the woods, and in the ftreets, not

only for the purpofe of encouraging the idolatrous worfhip of travel-

lers, but for the celebration of certain facrifices to the gods of moun-

tains and other ruftic deities.

• The revenues of the great temple of Mexico, like thofe of the other

temples of the court and the empire, were very large. Each temple

had its own lands and pofieflions, and even its own peafants to culti-

vate them. Thence was drawn all that was neceffary for the mainte-

nance of the pfiefts, together with the wood which was confumed

in great quantities in the temples.

The priefts that were the ftewards of the temples frequently vifited sect. XIII,

their poffeffions, and thofe who cultivated them, thought themfelves
fh7 l̂ef

happy in contributing by their labour to the worihip of the gods and

the fupport of their minifters. In the kingdom of Acolhuacan, thofe

nine and twenty cities which provided neceiiaries for the royal palace,

It) Didaco Valades Francifcano, after having been employed many years in the converfion

of the Mexicans, came to Rome, where he was made procurator-general of his Order. A 1 t-

tle time after he published his learned and valuable work in Latin, intitled, Rbctorka Chr'iftiana,

dedicated to pope Gregory the XMth, adorned with many reprcfentations of Mexican anti-

quities.

were

I
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Sect. XIV.
Number and
different

ranks of the

priefts.

BOOK VI. were likewife obliged to provide for the temples. There is reaibn to

believe that that trad: of country, which went under the name of Teot-

lalpan (land of the gods), was fo named from being among thepofTef-

fions of the temples. There were befides great numbers daily of free-

offerings, from the devout of every kind, of provilions and firft fruits,

which were prefented in returning thanks for feafonable rains and other

bleffings of heaven. Near the temples were the granaries where all

the grain and other provilions, neceffary for the maintenance of the

priefts, were kept ; and the overplus was annually diftributed to the

poor, for whom alfo there were hofpitals in the larger towns.

The number of the priefts among the Mexicans correfponded with

the multitude of gods and temples ; nor was the homage which they

paid to the deities themfelves much greater than the veneration in which

they held their minifters. We may form fome conjecture of the im-

menfe number of priefts in the Mexican empire, from the number

within the area of the great temple, which fome ancient hiftorians tell

us, amounted to five thoufand. Nor will that calculation appear fur-

priling, when we confider that in that place there were four hundred

priefts confecrated to the fervice of the god Tezcatzoncatl alone. Every

temple, indeed, had a considerable number, fo that I fhould not think

it rafh to affirm, that there could not be lefs than a million of priefts

throughout the empire. Their number could not fail to be increafed

from the great refpect paid to the priefthood, and the high opinion they

conceived of the office of ferving in the worfhip of the gods. The
great men even vied with one another in confecrating their children for

fome time to the fervice of the temples ; while the inferior nobility

employed theirs in works without, fuch as carrying wood, feeding and

keeping up the fire of the ftoves, and other things of that kind -

3 all

considering the honour of ferving in the worihip of the gods as the

greateft to which they could afpire.

There were feveral different orders and degrees among the priefts.

The chief of all were the two high priefts, to whom they gave the

names of 'TeoteuBli (divine lord), and Hueiteopixqui (great prieft).

That eminent dignity was never conferred but upon fuch as were dif-

tinguifhed for their birth, their probity, and their great knowledge of

every thing connected with the ceremonies of their religion. The
high-
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Wh-priefts were the oracles whom the kings confuted mall the moft ^__
ImporLt affairs of the ftate, and no war was ever undertaken w.thou

2* approbation. It belonged to them to anoint the king after his

leftion and to open the breaft, and tear out the hearts of the human

vVc4ms at the moft folemn facrifices. The high-pneft in the king-

dfr f Icolhuacan was, according to fome hiftorians, always the fe-

cond fon of the king. Among the Totonacas he was «»t<M
the elaftic gum mixed with children's blood, and this they

_
called (he

%ne unaln(i). Some authors fay the fame of the high-pneft of

*™ what is faid it appears, that the high-priefts of Mexico were

the heads of their religion only among the Mexicans, and not with

refpeft to the other conquered nations : thefe, even after bemg fund-

ed to the crown of Mexico, ftffi maintaining their pr.efthood mdepen-
,

de

The high-priefthood was conferred by eleftion ,
but we are igno-

rant whether the electors were of the prieftly order or the fame w.th

hofe who chofe the political head of the empire. The high-priefts of

Mexico were diftinguilhed by a tuft of cotton which hung from theirS and a, the principal feafts they were dreffed in fplend.d habits,

upon ^ich were reprefented the inf.gnia of the god whofe feaft they

celebrated. On folemn feftivals, the high-prieft of the Mixtecas was

clothed in a mort coat, on which the principal events of their mytho-

logy was reprefented j above that he had a furplice, and over all a large

capuchin ; on his head he wore plumes of green feathers cunoufly in-

terwoven with fmall figures of their gods ;
at his fhoulder hung one

taffel of cotton, and another hung at his arm. r.

Next to this fupreme dignity of the priefthood, the moft refpeftable

charge was that of the Mexkoteohuamn, which was
conferred by the high-

priefc. The employment of this officer was to attend .0 the due ob erv-

Le of the rites and ceremonies, and to watch over the conduct of thofe

priefts who had the charge of feminaries, and to punifh themuvvhen

guilty of a mifdemeanor. In order to enable him to difcharge all the

«.; Acofta confounds <h« divine nnfiion of .he high-pneft wi.h^^%£«£Z
J"\iy different ; .he king did no. anom. hi'mfel w.th el»ft.c gum, ha. w.h a pnmcuta lor.

o' ink>
duties
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BOOK VI. duties of fo extenfive an appointment, he was allowed two curates or de-

puties, the one named the Huitznahuateohuatzin, the other the Tepaneo-
huatzin. The Mexicoteobuatzin was the fuperior-general of all the femi-
naries his chief badge of diftindtion was a little bag of copal, which
he always carried along with him.

The Wlai'q.mmilolieu£ili managed the (Economy of the fanctuaries, the
Qmetochtli was the chief compofer of the hymns which were fung at
feftivals; the Epcoacuiltzin (/), the mafter of the ceremonies ; the T/a-
pixcatzin the mafter of the chapel, who not only appointed the mufic,
but fuperintended the finging and corrected the fingers. Others, whofe
names we omit, to avoid growing tedious to our readers, were the im-
mediate fuperiors of the colleges of the priefts which were confecrated
to different gods (m) . The name Teopixqui was alio given to the priefts,

which means the guard or minifter of God.
To every divifion of the capital, and probably, of every other great

city, belonged a prieft of fuperior rank, who acted in the quality of
rector to that diftrict, and appointed every act of religion which was
to be performed within the bounds of his jurifdi&ion. All thefe rec-
tors were fubjedt to the authority of the Mexicoteobuatzin.

All the offices of religion were divided among the priefts. Some
were the facrificers, others the diviners ; fome were the compofers of
hymns, others thofe who fung. Amongft the fingers fome fung at

certain hours of the day, others fung at certain hours of the night.
Some priefts had the charge of keeping the temple clean, fome took
care of the ornaments of the altars ; to others belonged the inftructing

of youth, the correcting of the calendar, the ordering of feftivals, and
the care of the mythological paintings.

Four times a day they offered incenfe to the idols, namely, at day-
break, at mid-day, at fun-fet, and at mid-night. The laft offering

was made by the prieft whofe turn it was to do fo, and the moil ref-

pectable officers of the temple attended at it. To the fun they made
daily new offerings, four times during the 'day, and five times during

(!) Torquemada calls this prieft EpquaUztli, and Hernandez Epoaquacui!i%tli : but both of
of them are miftaken.

(m) Whoever is defirous of knowing the other offices and names of the priefls, may confult
the 8th book of Torquemada, and the account given by Hernandez, which Nierember°- ifi-

fcrted in his Natural Hiftory.

the

Sect. XV.
The employ-
ments, drefs,

and life of
the priefts.
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the night. For incenfe they generally made ufe of copal, or fome BOOK VI.

other aromatic gum; but on certain feftivals they employed .Ghapopotli,

or bitumen of Judea. The cenfers were commonly made of clay j but

they had alfo cenfers of gold. Every day the priefts, or at leaft fome

of them, dyed their whole bodies with ink made of the foot of the

Ocotl, which is a fpecies of pine very aromatic, and over the ink they

painted themfelves with ochre or cinnabar, and every evening they

bathed in ponds which were within the inclofure of the temple.

The drefs of the Mexican priefts was no way different from the drefs

of the common people, except a black cotton mantle, which they

wore in the manner of a veil upon their heads ; but thofe who

in their monafteries profefTed a greater auflerity of life, went al-

ways clothed in black, like the common priefts of other nations of

the empire. They never fhaved, by which means the hair of many of

them grew fo long as to reach to their legs. It was twifted with thick

cotton cords, and bedaubed with ink, forming a weighty mafs not leis

.inconvenient to be carried about with them than difgufting and even

horrid to view.

Befides the ufual unclrion with ink, another extraordinary and more

abominable one was praclifed every time they went to make facrifices

on the tops of the mountains, or in the dark caverns of the earth.

They took a large quantity of poifonous infects, fuch as fcorpions, fpi-

ders, and worms, and fometimes even fmall ferpents, burned them over

fome ftove of the temple, and beat their afhes in a mortar together

with the foot of the Ocotl, tobacco, the herb Ololiubqui, and fome live

infects. They prefented this diabolical mixture in fmall veflels to their

p-ods. and afterwards rubbed their bodies with it. When thus anoint-

cd, they became fearlefs to every danger, being perfuaded they were

rendered incapable of receiving any hurt from the moft noxious reptiles

of the earth, or the wildeft beafts of the woods. They called it Teo-

patli, or divine medicament, and imagined it to be a powerful remedy

for feveral diforders ; on which account thofe who were fick, and the

young children, went frequently to the priefts to be anointed with it.

The young lads who were trained up in the feminaries were charged

with the collecting 'of fuch kind of little animals; and by being ac~

cudomed at an early age to that kind of employment, they foon loft

Vol. I. N n the



274

JBOOK VI.

HISTORY OF MEXICO.

Sict. XVI.
The prieft-

dTes.

the horror which attends the firft familiarity with fuch reptiles. The
priefts not only made ufe of this undion, but had likewife a ridiculous
fuperftitious practice of blowing with their breath over the fick, and
made them drink water which they had bleffed after their manner.
The priefts of the god Ixtlilton, were remarkable for this cuftom.
The priefts obferved many fails and great aufterity of life; they ne-

ver were intoxicated with drinking; and feldom even tafted wine. The
priefts of Tezcatzoncatl as foon as the daily finging in praife of their
god was over, laid a heap of three hundred and three canes on the
ground, correfponding to the number of lingers, of which heap only
one was bored ; every perfon lifted one, and he who happened to take
up the cane which was bored, was the only perfon who tafted the wine.
All the time that they were employed in the fervice of the temple,
they abftained from all other women but their wives j they even affect-

ed fo much modefty and referve, that when they met a woman, they
fixed their eyes on the ground that they might not fee her. Any in-
continence amongft the priefts was feverely punifhed. The prieft who,
at Teohuacan, was convi&ed of having violated his chaftity, was deli-

vered up by the priefts to the people, who at night killed him by the
baftinado. In Ichcathn, the high-prieft was obliged to live conftantly

within the temple, and to abftain from commerce with any woman
whatfoever ; and if he unluckily failed in any of his duties, he was cer-

tain of being torn in pieces, and his bloody limbs were prefented as an
example to his fucceflbr. They poured boiling water on the head of
thofe who, from lazinefs, did not rife to the no&urnal duties of the
temple, or bored their lips and ears, and if they did not correcl that,

or any other fuch fault, they were ducked in the lake and baniihed
from the temple during the feftival, which was made to the god of
water in the fixth month. The priefts in general lived together in com-
munities, fubjecl: to fuperiors who watched over their conduct.

The office and character ofa prieft among the Mexicans was not in its

nature perpetual. There were certainly fome who dedicated their whole
lives to the fervice of the altars ; but others engaged in it only for a cer-
tain time, to fulfil fome vow made by their fathers, or as a particular ad:

of devotion. Nor was the priefthood confined to the male fex, fome
women being employed in the immediate fervice of the temples. They

offered
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offered incenfe to the idols, tended the facred fire, fwept the area, BOOK VI.

prepared the daily offering of provifions, and prefented it with their

hands to the idols • but they were entirely excluded from the office of

facrificing, and the higher dignities of the priefthood. Among the

priefteffes, fome were deftined by their parents from their infancy to the

fervice of the temples • others on account of fome particular vow which

they had made during ficknefs, or that they might enfure from their

gods a good marriage, or the profperity of their families, entered upon

fuch offices for one or two years.

The confecration of the firft was made in the following manner. As

foon as the girl was born, the parents offered her to fome god, and in-

formed the rector of that diftricl: of it ; he gave notice to the Tepan-

teohuatzin, who, as we have already mentioned, was the fuperior ge-

neral of the feminaries. Two months after they carried her to the

temple, and put a fmall broom, and a fmall cenfer of clay in her lit-

tle hands, with a little copal in it, to fliew her deftination. , Every

month they repeated the viiit to the temple and the offering, together

with the bark of fome trees for the facred fire. When the child at-

tained her fifth year, the parents configned her to the Tepanteohuatzin,

who lodged her in a female feminary, where children were inftrucled in

religion, and the proper duties and employments of their lex. The

firft thing done to thofe who entered into the fervice on account

of fome private vow, was the cutting off their hair. Both the latter

and the former lived in great purity of manners, filence, and retire-

ment, under their fuperiors, without having any communication with

men. Some of them rofe about two hours before midnight, others at

midnight, and others at day-break, to ftir up and keep the fire burn-

ing, and to offer incenfe to the idols ; and although in this function

they affembled with the priefts, they were feparated from each other,

the men forming one wing and the women another, both under the

view of their fuperiors, who prevented any diforder from happening.

Every morning they prepared the offering of provifions which was

prefented to the idols, and fwept the lower area of the temple, and

the time which was not occupied in thefe, or other religious duties,

was employed in fpinning and weaving beautiful cloths for the drefs

of the idols, and the decoration of the Sanctuaries. Nothing was more

N n 2 zealoufly
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zealoufly attended to than the chaftity of thefe virgins. Any trefpafs
of this nature was unpardonable ; if it remained an entire fecret, the
female culprit endeavoured to appeafe the anger of the gods by fafting
and auflerity of life

; for (lie dreaded that in punimment of her crime
her flefh would rot. When a virgin, deftined from her infancy to the
worfliip of the gods, arrived at the age of fixteen or eighteen, at which
years they were ufually married, her parents fought for a hufband to
her, and after they found one, prefented to the Tepanteohuatzin a
certain number of quails in plates curioufly varnimed, and a certain quan-
tity of copal, of flowers and provifions, accompanied with a fludied ad-
drefs, in which they thanked him for the care and attention he had
fhewn in the education of their daughter, and demanded his permiiiion
to fettle her in marriage. The Tepanteohuatzin granted the requeff,
in a reply to the addrefs, exhorting his pupil to a perfeverance in virtue,'
and the fulfillment of all the duties of the married ffate.

Amongft the different orders or congregations both of men and wo-
men, who dedicated themfelves to the worfhip of fome particular gods,
that of Quetzalcoatl is worthy to be mentioned. The life led in the
colleges or monafteries of either fex, which were devoted to this ima-
ginary god, was uncommonly rigid and auftere. The drefs of the
order was extremely decent ; they bathed regularly at midnight, and
watched until about two hours before day, finging hymns to their
god, and obferving many rules of an auftere life. They were at li-

berty to go to the mountains at any hour of the day or night, to fpill

their blood; this was permitted them from a refpecT: to the virtue
which they were all thought to poffefs. The fuperiors of the monaf-
teries bore alfo the name of Quetzalcoatl, and were perfons of fuch
high authority, that they vifited none but the king when it was necef-
fary. The members of this religious order were deftined to it from
their infancy. The parents of the child invited the fuperior to an en-
tertainment, who ufually deputed one of his fubjecls. The deputy
brought the child to him, upon which he took the boy in his arms, and
offered him with a prayer to Quetzalcoatl, and put a collar about his neck,
which was to be worn until he was feven years old. When the boy
completed his fecond year, the fuperior made a fmall incifion in his
breaft, which, like the collar, was another mark of his deftmation. As

foon
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foon as the boy attained his feventh year, he entered into the monaftery,

having firft heard a long difcourfe from his parents, in which they ad-

vertifed him of the vow which they had made to Quetzalcoatl, and ex-

horted him to fulfil it, to behave well, to fubmit himfelf to his

prelate, and to pray to the gods for his parents and the whole nation.

This order was called I'lamacazcajotl, and the members of it Tlama-

cazque.

Another order which was called Telpocbtliztli, or the youths, on

account of its being compofed of youths and boys, was confecrated to

Tezcatlipoca. This was alfo a deftination from infancy, attended with

almoft the fame ceremonies as that of Quetzalcoatl ; however, they did

not live together in one community, but each individual had his own
home. In every diftridt. of the city they had a fuperior, who governed

them, and a houfe where they afTembled at fun-fet to dance and fing

the praifes of their god. Both fexes met at this dance, but without

committing the fmallefl diforder, owing to the vigilance of the fupe-r

riors, and the rigour with which all mifdemeanors were puniflied.

Among the Totonacas was an order of monks devoted to their goddefs

Centeotl. They lived in great retirement and aufterity, and their life,

excepting their fuperftition and vanity, was perfectly unimpeachable.

None but men above fixty years of age who were widowers, eftranged

from all commerce with women, and of virtuous life, were admitted

into this monaftery. Their number was fixed, and when any one died

another was received in his ftead. Thefe monks were fo much efteem-

ed, that they were not only confulted by the common people, but like-

wife by the firfl nobility and the high-prieft. They liflened to con-

futations fitting upon their heels, with their eyes fixed upon the

ground, and their anfwers were received like oracles even by the kings

of Mexico. They were employed in making hiftorical paintings,

which they gave to the high-prieft that he might exhibit them to

the people.

But the moft important duty of the priefchood, and the chief cere-

mony of the religion of the Mexicans, confifted in the facrifices which

they made occasionally to obtain any favour from heaven, or in grati-

tude for thofe favours which they had already received. This is a fub-

jedt which we would willingly pafs over, if the laws of hiftory per-

mitted,
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BOOK VI. rnitted, to prevent the difguft which the defcription of fuch abomin-

able acts of cruelty muft caufe to our readers ; for although there has

hardly been a nation which has not practifed fimilar facrifices, it would

be difficult to find one which has carried them to fo great an excefs

as the Mexicans appear to have done.

We are ignorant what fort of facrifices may have been practifed by

the ancient Toltecas. The Chechemecas continued long without ufing

them, having at firft neither idols, temples, nor priefts, nor offering any

thing to their gods, the Sun and Moon, but herbs, flowers, fruits, and

copal. Thofe nations never thought of facrificing human victims, un-

til the example of the Mexicans baniflied the firft irnpreffions of nature

from their minds. What they report touching the origin of fuch bar-

barous facrifices we have already explained ; namely, that which ap-

pears in their hiftory concerning the firft faerifiee of the four Xochi-

milcan prifoners which they made when in Colli uacan. It is pro-

bable, that at the time when the Mexicans were infulated in the lake,

and particularly while they remained fubject to the dominion of the

Tepanecas, the faerifiee of human victims muft have happened very

feldom, as they neither had prifoners, nor could purchafe flaves for fa-

crifices. But when they had enlarged their dominions, and multiplied

their victories, facrifices became frequent and on fome feftivals the vic-

tims were numerous.

The facrifices varied with refpect to the number, place, and mode,

according to the circumftances of the feftival. In general the victims

fuffered death by having their breafts opened ; but others were drown-

ed in the lake, others died of hunger fhut up in caverns of the moun-

tains, and laftly, fome fell in the gladiatorian fiicrifice. The cuftom-

ary place was the temple, in the upper area of which flood the altar

deftined for ordinary facrifices. The altar of the greater temple of

Mexico was a green ftone (probably jafper) convex above, and about

three feet high, and as many broad, and more than five feet long.

The ufual minifters of the faerifiee were fix priefts, the chief of whom
was the Topiltzh?, whofe dignity was pre-eminent and hereditary ; but

at every faerifiee he afTumed the name of that god to whom it was

made. For the performance of this function, he was clothed in a

red habit, fimilar in make to the fcapulary of the moderns, fringed

with
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with cotton ; on his head he wore a crown of green and yel- BOOK VI,

low feathers, at his ears hung golden ear-rings and green jewels,

(perhaps emeralds), and at his under-lip a pendant of turquoife. The
other five miniilers were dreffed in white habits of the fame make, but

embroidered with black ; their hair was wrapped up, their heads were
bound with leathern thongs, their foreheads armed with little fhields

of paper painted of various colours, and their bodies dyed all over

black. Thefe barbarous miniilers carried the victim entirely naked to

the upper area of the temple, and after having pointed out to the

byftanders the idol to whom the facrifice was made,'' that they mip-ht

pay their adoration to it, extended him upon the altar ; four priefts

held his legs and arms, and another kept his head firm with a wooden
inftrument made in form of a coiled ferpent, which was put about his

neck ; and on account of the altar being convex, the body of the vic-

tim lay arched, the breaft and belly being raifed up and totally prevent-

ed from the leaft movement. The inhuman Topiltzin then approached,

and with a cutting knife made of flint, dexteroufly opened his breaft

and tore out his heart, which, while yet palpitating, he offered to the

fun, and afterwards threw it at the feet of the idol ; then taking it up
again he offered it to the idol itfelf, and afterwards burned it, preferv-

ing the afhes with the utmoft veneration. If the idol was gigantic

and hollow, it was ufual to introduce the heart of the victim into its

mouth with a golden fpoon. It was cuftomary alfo to anoint the lips

of the idol and the cornices of the door of the fancluary with the vic-

tim's blood. If he was a prifoner of war, as foon as he was facriflced

they cut off his head to preferve the fkull, and threw the body down
the ftairs to the lower area, where it was taken up by the officer or

foldier to whom the prifoner had belonged, and carried to his houfe to

be boiled and dreffed as an entertainment for his friends. If he was not

a prifoner of war, but a Have purchafed
t
for a facrifice, the proprietor

carried off the carcafe from the altar .for the fame purpofe. They eat

only the legs, thighs, and arms, and burned the reft, or preferved it

for food to the wild beafts or birds of prey which were kept in the royal

palaces. The Otomies, after having killed the vi&im, tore the body in

pieces, which they fold at market. The Zapotecas facrificed men to

their
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their gods, women to their goddefies, and children to fome other di-

minutive deities.

This was the mofl common mode of facrifice, but often attended

with fome circumftances of ftill greater cruelty, as we (hall fee hereafter;

other kinds of facrifices which they ufed were much lefs- frequent. At

the feftival of Teteolnan, the woman who repreiented this goddefs was

beheaded on the moulders of another woman. At- the feftivar of the

arrival of the gods, they put the victims to death by fire.
;At one of

the fefcivals made in honour of Tlaloc, they facrificed two children of

both fexes by drowning them in a certain place of the lake. At another

feftival. of the fame god, they purchafed three little boys of fix or feven

years of age, fhut them up inhumanly in a cavern, and left them to die

of fear and hunger.

The moil celebrated facrifice among the Mexicans was that called

by the Spaniards with much propriety the gladiatorian. This was a very

honourable death, and only prifoners who were renowned for their bra-

very were permitted to die by it. Near to the greater temple of large cities,

in an open fpace of ground fufficient to contain an immenfe croud of

people, was a round terrace, eight feet high, upon which was placed

a large round Hone, refernbling a mill-flcne in figure, but greatly lar-

ger, and almoft three feet high, well polifhed, with figures cut upon

it (n). On this ftone, which was called the Temalacatl, the prifoner

was placed, armed with a fhield and a fhort fword, and tied by one foot.

A Mexican officer or foldier, better accoutred in arms, mounted to

combat with him. Every one will be able to imagine the efforts made

by the defperate viclim to defend his life, and alfo thofe of the Mexi-

can to fave his honour and reputation, before the multitude of people

that affembled at fuch a fpe&acle. If the prifoner remained van-

quifhed, immediately a prieft. named Cbakhiuhtepebua, carried him dead

or alive to the altar of the common facrifices, opened his breafl, and

took out. his heart, while the vi&or was applauded by the aflembly, and

rewarded by the king with fome military honour. But if the prifoner

(n) The form of the edifices reprefented in the plate of the gladiatorian facrifice is a mere

caprice of the defigner ; there never was any thing elfe than the terrace and the battlements.

* con-
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conquered fix different combatants, who came fucceffively to fight with BOOKVI.

him, agreeable to the account given by the conqueror Cortes, he was

granted his life, his liberty, and all that had been taken from him, and

returned with glory to his native country (». The fame author

relates that in a battle between the Cholulans and Huexotzincas, the

principal lord of Cholula grew fo warm in the conteft, that having inad-

vertently removed to a great diftance from his own people he was made

prifoner in fpite of his bravery, and conduced to Huexotzmco, where

being put upon the giadiatorian ftone, he conquered (even combatants

which were oppofed to him, and gained his liberty ;
but the Huexot-

zincas forefeeing, that on account of his Angular courage he would be-

come the cau'fe of many difafters to them if they granted him his liberty,

put him to death contrary to univerfal cuftom ; by which ad they ren-

dered themfelves eternally infamous among thofe nations.

With refped to the number of the vidims which were annually fa- Sect< xx ^

crificed we can affirm nothing; the opinions of hiftorians on that head be- ™™^
ing extremely different {p). The number of twenty thoufand, which is uncertain,

conjedured to approach the nearefl to truth, does not appear to us im-

probable, if we include in it all the vidims which were facrificed

throughout the whole empire; but if that number comprehends, as

fome hiftorians affert, the infants only, or the vidims which were la-

crificed on the mountain Tepeyacac, or in the capital, we think it al-

together incredible. It is certain, that the number of faenfices was

(,) Several hiftorians fay, that when the firft combatant was overcome the prifoner became

free but we are rather inclined to credit the Conqueror; for it is not
:

probable, that they

would liberate a prifoner for fo fmall a rifle who might ftill prove deftruflive to them, or that

they would deprive their gods of a viftim fo acceptable to their cruelty.

% Zumarraga, the firft bifhop of Mexico, fays, in a letter of the ! ath of June, 1531-

addfeffed to the general chapter.of his order, that in that capital alone twenty thoufand hu-

„ ftims were annually facrificed. Some authors, quoted by Gomara aihrm, that the

"unbe of the facrificed amounted to fifty thoufand. Acoila write, that there was a certain

day of the year on which five thoufand were facrificed in different Pla:es of the empire
;
and

another day on which they facrificed twenty thoufand Some autnors believe, that on tie

mountain Tepeyacac alone, twenty thoufand were facrificed to the goddeft 1 onanmn. T01-

Zmada, in" quoting, though unfaithfully, the letter of Zumarraga, fays that there were

twenty thoufand infants annually facrificed. But on the contrary, Las Cafas, in his refuta-

L of the bloody book, wrote by Dr. Sepulveda, reduces the faenfices to fo fmall a.num-

ber, that we are left to believe, they amounted not to fifty, or at nroft not to ^^dred^e

are ftrongly of opinion, that all theie authors have erred in the number, Las Cafas b> di.m-

nution, the reft by exaggeration of the truth.

Vol. I. O o not
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BOOK VI. not limited, but always proportioned either to the number of prifoners

which were made in war, to the neceffities of the llate, or the nature

of the feftivals, as appears from the dedication of the greater temple

of Mexico, on which occafion the cruelty of the Mexicans exceeded

all bounds of belief- It is not, however, to be doubted, that the fa-

crifices were very numerous -

3 the conquefts of the Mexicans having

been extremely rapid, and as their aim in war was not fo much to kill

as to make prifoners of the enemy for this purpofe. If to thefe vic-

tims we add the flaves which were purchafed for the fame end, and many

criminals who were condemned to expiate their crimes by the facrifice

of their lives, we fhall find the number greatly exceed that com-

puted by Las Cafas, who was too anxious to exculpate the Americans

of all the exceffes of which they were accufed. by the Spaniards (q).

The facrifices multiplied in Divine years, and ftill more in Secular

years.

The Mexicans were accuftomed at their feftivals to clothe the vic-

tim in the fame drefs and badges in which they dreffed that god to

whom the facrifice was made ; thus habited, the viclirn went round

the city demanding alms for the temple, accompanied with a guard

of foldiers. If any one accidentally made his efcape, the corporal of

the guard was fubffituted in his ftead as a punifhment for his carelefT-

nefs. They ufed alfo to feed and fatten the vidtims, as they did feveral

animals for the table.

The religion of the Mexicans was not confined to thefe facrifices
;

offerings were made of various kinds of animals. They facrificed

quails and falcons to their god Huitzilopochtli, and hares, rabbits,

deer, and coyotos to their god Mixcoatl. They daily made an offer-

ing of quails to the fun. Every day as the fun was about to rife, fe-

veral priefts, Handing on the upper area of the temple, with their

faces towards the eaft, each with a quail in his hand, faluted that lu-

minary's appearance with mufic, and made an offering of the quails after

cutting off their heads. This facrifice was fucceeded by the burning

of incenfe, with a loud accompaniment of mufical inflruments.

(q ) We cannot account why Las Cafas, who, in his writings makes life of the teftimony of

Zumarraga, and other churchmen, againft the conquerors, fhould afterwards fo openly con-

tradict them refpe&ing the number of the facrifkes.

In
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In acknowledgment of the power of their gods, they alfo made of-

ferings of various kinds of plants, flowers, jewels, gums, and other

inanimate fubftances. To their gods Tlaloc and Coatlicuc they offered

the firft-blown flowers ; and to Centeotl, the firft maize of every year.

They made oblations of bread, various partes, and ready dreffed vicluals

in fuch abundance, as to be Efficient to fupply all the mmifcers of the

temple Every morning were feen at the foot of the altars innumerable

dimes and porringers of boiling food, that the fleams arifing from them

might reach the noftrils of the idols, and nourifh their immortal gods.

The moft frequent oblation, however, was that of copal. All daily

burned incenfe to their idols ; no houfe was without cenfers. The

priefts in the temple, fathers of families in their houfes, and judges 111

their tribunals, whenever they pronounced fentence in an important

caufe whether civil or criminal, offered incenfe to the four principal

winds. But incenfe-offering among the Mexicans, and other nation*

of Anahuac, was not only an aft of religion towards their gods, but

alfo a piece of civil courtefy to lords and ambaffadors. ^ .

The fuperftition and cruelties of the Mexicans were imitated by all the

nations which they conquered, or that were contiguous to the empire

without any difference, except that the number of facrifices amongft thofe

nations was lefs, and that particular circumftances fometimes attended

them The Tlafcalans, at one of their feftivals, fixed a pnfoner to a

high crofs, and mot arrows at him ; and upon another occafion, they

tied a prifoner to a low crofs, and killed him by the baftmado.

The facrifices celebrated every fourth year by the Quauhtitlans in

honour of the god of fire, were inhuman and dreadful. A day before

the feftival, they planted fix very lofty trees in the under area of tne

temple, facrificed two ilaves, ftripped their fkins off, and took out

the bones of their thighs. The next day two eminent priefts, clothed

themfelves in the bloody fkins, took the bones in their hands, and de-

fended with folemn fteps and difmal howlings, down the ftairs of

the temple. The people who were affembled in crouds below, called

out in a loud voice, » Behold there come our gods." As foon as they

reached the lower area, they began a dance to the found of mufical

inftruments, which lafted the greateft part of the day. In the mean-

while, the people facrificed an incredible quantity of quails, the num-
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ber of them being never lefs than eight thoufand. When thefe faeri-

fices were over, the priefts carried fix prifoners to the tops of the trees',

and after tying them there, defcended ; but they had hardly time to

reach the ground, before the unhappy viclims were pierced with a
multitude of arrows. The priefls mounted again to cut down the
dead bodies, and let them drop from the height ; immediately their

breafts were opened, and their hearts torn out, according to the cuf-
tom of thofe people. The victims as well as the quails were fhafed
among the priefls and nobles of that city, for the banquets which
crowned their barbarous and deteftable feftival.

While they were thus cruel to others, it is not wonderful that they
likewife pradtifed inhumanity towards themfelves. Being accufiomed
to bloody facrifices of their prifoners, they alfo failed not to lhed abun-
dance of their own blood, conceiving the ftreams which flowed from
their viclims infufficient to quench the diabolical thirft of their gods.
It makes one fhudder to read the aufterities which they exercifed up-
on themfelves, either in atonement of their tranfgremons, or in prepa-
ration for their feftivals. They mangled their flefh as if it had been
infenfible, and let their blood run in fuch profufion, that it appeared
to be a fuperfluous fluid of the body.

The effufion of blood was frequent and daily with fome of the

priefts, to which pradice they gave the name of Tlamacazqui. They
pierced themfelves with the fharpeft fpines of the aloe, and bored fe-

veral parts of their bodies, particularly their ears, lips, tongue, and
the fat of their arms and legs. Through the holes which they made
with thefe fpines, they introduced pieces of cane, the firit of which
were fmall pieces, but every time this penitential fuffering was repeat-

ed, a thicker piece was ufed. The blood which flowed from them
was carefully collected in leaves of the plant acxojatl (r). They fixed

the bloody fpines in little balls of hay, which they expofed upon the
battlements of the walls of the temple, to teflify the penance

which they did for the people. Thofe who exercifed fuch feverities

upon themfelves within the inclofure of the greater temple of Mexico,

(r) Acxojatl is a tree of feveral upright Items, with long leaves, which are frrong and fym-
njetncally difpofed. They made formerly and dill make excellent brooms of this plant.

bathed



HISTORY OF MEXICO.
bathed themfelves in a pond that was formed there, which from be-

ing always tinged with blood was called Ezapan. There was a cer-

tain fixed number of canes to be made ufe of on this occafion, which,,

after being once ufed were preferved as atteflations of their penitence..

Befides thofe and other auilere practices of which we {hall treat fhortly,

watching and falling was very frequent amongfl the Mexicans. A fef-

tival hardly occurred for which they did not prepare themfelves with

failing for fome days, more or lefs, according to the prefcriptions of

their ritual. From all that is to be inferred from their hiflory, their

failing confifted in abflaining from fleih and wine, and in eating but

once a day ; this fome did at mid-day, others after that time, and fome

tailed nothing till evening. Failing was generally accompanied with

watching and the effufion of blood, and then no perfon was permitted

to have commerce with any woman,- not even with his own wife.

Some fails were general and obferved by the whole people ; namely,,

the fail of five days before the feilival of Mixcoatl, which was ob-

ferved even by children ; the fail of four days before the feilival of Tez-

catlipoca, and alfo,. as we fufpect, that which was made previous to the

feilival of the fun {s). During this fail the king retired into a certaia

place of the temple,, where he watched and {lied blood, according to the

cuilom of his nation. Any other fails bound only particular individuals,

fuch as that which was obferved by the proprietors of victims the day

before a facrifice. The proprietors of prifoners which were facrificed

to the god Xipe, farted twenty days. The nobles as well as the king

had a houfe within the precincts of the temple, containing numerous

chambers, where they occasionally retired to do penance. On one of

the feilivals, all thofe perfons who exercifed public offices, after their

daily duty was over, retired there at evening for this purpofe.. In the;

third month the Tlamacazqui, or penance-doers watched every night

;

and in the fourth month, they were attended, in their duty by the no-

bility.

In Mixteca, where there were many monaileries, the firft-born fons

of lords, before they took poflemon of their eflates, were fubjected to a

(s) The fa ft which was held in honour of the fun was called Neto!iatittbzabnalo, ovNetona-

tlubzalmaUtzli. Dr. Hernandez fays, it was held every two hundred, or three hundred days.

We fufpect that it was kept on the day .1 OIB, which occurred every two hundred and fixty

days..

rigorous;
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rigorous penance during a whole year. They conducted the heir

with a numerous attendance to a monaftery, where they ftripped off

his garments', and clothed him in rags daubed over with olii, or elaf-

tic gum, rubbed his face, belly, and back, with flunking herbs, and de-

livered a fmall lance of itztli to him, that he might draw his own blood.

They reftri&ed him to a very abftemious diet, fubje&ed him to the hardeft

labours, and punifhed him feverely for any failure in duty. At the

end of the year, after being wafhed and cleanfed by four girls, with

fweet fcented water, he was reconducted to his houfe with great pomp

and mufic.

In the principal temple of Teohuacan, four priefts conftantly refided,

who were famous for the aufterity of their lives. Their drefs was the

fame with that of the common people j their diet was limited to a loaf

of maize of about two ounces in weight, and a cup of atolh, or gruel,

made of the fame grain. Every night two of them kept watch, em-

ploying their time in finging hymns to their gods, in offering incenfe,

which they did four times during the night, and in fhedding their blood

upon the ftones of the temple. Their falling was continual during the

four years which they perfevered in that life, except upon days of fes-

tival, one of whicn happened every month, when they were at liberty

to eat as much as they pleafed ; but in preparation for every feftival,

they pradifed the ufual auftere rules, boring their ears with the fpines

of the aloe, and palling little pieces of cane through the holes to the

number of fixty, all of which differed in thicknefs in the manner

above mentioned. At the end of four years, other four priefts were

introduced to lead the fame kind of life ; and if before the completion

of that term any one of them happened to die, another was fubftituted

in his place, that the number might never be incomplete. Thefe

priefts were fo high in refpect and efteem as to be held in veneration

even by the kings of Mexico : but woe unto him who violated his

chaftity ; for, if after a ftri<3 examination the crime was proved, he

was killed by baftinados, his body was burned, and his allies fcattered

to the winds.

Upon occafion of any public calamity, the Mexican high-prieft al-

ways obferved a moft extraordinary faft. For this purpofe he retired

to a wood, where he conftru&ed a hut for himfelf, covered with

branches,
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acts of peni-

tence of the

Tlafcalans.

branches, which were always frefh and green j as whenever the firfi B0°^j
became dry, new ones were fpread in their place. Shut up in this hut

he paffed nine or ten months in conftant prayer and frequent effufions

of blood, deprived of all communication with men, and without any

other food than raw maize and water. This faft was not indifpenfible,

nor did all the high-priefts obferve it ; nor did thofe who attempted it

ever do it more than once in their lives ; and certainly it is not proba-

ble, that thofe who furvived fo rigorous and long an abftinence, were

ever able to repeat it.

The fail obferved by the Tlafcalans every divine year, at which pe- s e c r.

riod they made a mofl folemn feftival in honour of their god Camaxtle, ^^AftMe

was likewife very lingular. When the time of commencing it was ar-

rived, all the Tlamacazquis were afiembled by their chief Archcauhrti,

who made them a ferious and grave exhortation to penitence, and fore-

warned them if any one of them mould find that he was incapable of per-

forming it, that he mould declare fo within five days ; for that if, after that

fpace of time was elapfed, and the faft was once begun, he mould hap-

pen to fail and renounce the attempt, he would be deemed unworthy of

the company of the gods, his priefthood would be taken from him, and

his eftate fequeftered. At the expiration of the five days, which was

allowed for the purpofe of deliberation, the chief, attended by all thofe

who had courage to attempt this penitential duty, the number of whom
ufed to exceed two hundred, afcended the very lofty mountain Matlal-

cueje, on the top of which was a fandtuary,. confecrated to the god-

defs of water. The Arhcauhtli mounted to the top to make his ob-

lation of gems, precious feathers, and copal, while the others waited

in the middle of the afcent, praying their goddefs to give them ftrength

and courage to go through their penance. They afterwards defcended

from the mountain, and caufed a number of little knives of itzli, and

a great quantity of fmall rods of different thicknefles to be made. The

labourers upon thofe inftruments fafted five days before they began

their work, and if any little knife or rod happened to break, it was

accounted a bad omen, and the workman was confidered to have broke

the faft. The Tlamacazqui then began their faft, which did not laft

lefs than one hundred and fixty days. The firft day they bored holes

in their tongues, through which they drew the little rods, and notwith-

1 8 Handing
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were obliged all the while to ring aloud fongs to their god, and every

twenty days this cruel operation was repeated. When the firil eighty

days of the fail of the prieits were elapfed, a general fail, from which

even the heads of the republic were not exempted, began with the

people, and continued an equally long time. During this period, no

perfon was allowed to bathe, nor to eat pepper, which was the ufual

feafoning of all their dimes. To fuch exceiles and cruelty did fanati-

cism carry thofe nations.

All that we have hitherto related does not fo much make known the

religion of the Mexican?, and the extravagance of their horrible fu-

perflition, as the number of their feflivals, and the rites which

were obierved at them ; but before we enter more deeply into this

fubjecT:, it is neceffary to give fome account of their mode of dividing

time, and the method which they adopted to meafure days, months,

years, and centuries. What we have to communicate on this head has

been carefully inveiligated and certified by intelligent men, who are

worthy of the utmoft. credit, who have applied with the utmoft affi-

duity to this fludy, and who have diligently examined the ancient

paintings, and obtained information from the beil inilrucled perfons

among the Mexicans and Acolhuans. We are particularly indebted

to the religious miflionaries Motolinia and Sahagun, from whofe

writings Torquemada has taken all that is valuable in his work, and

to the very learned Mexican D. Carlo Seguenza, whofe opinions we

have found to be jufl and accurate by the examination which we have

made of feveral Mexican paintings, in which months, years, and cen-

turies, are diflinctly reprefented by their proper figures.

The Mexicans, the Acolhuans, and all the other nations of Ana-

huac, diftinguifhed four ages of time by as many funs. The firft

named Atonatiuh, that is the fun, or the age of water, - commenced

with the creation of the world, and continued until the time at which

all mankind almoft perifhed in a general inundation, along with the

,
firft fun. The fecond Tlaltonatiuh, the age of earth, lafted from the

time of the general inundation until the ruin of the giants, and the

great earthquakes, which concluded in like manner the fecond fun.

The third, Ebecatonatiub, the age of air, lafted from the deftruclion

of



ISTORY OF MEXICO 289

of the giants until the great whirlwinds, in which all mankind perifhed BOOK VI.

along with the third fun. The fourth Tktonatiub, the age of fire, be-

gan at the laft reftoration of the human race, and was to continue as

we have already mentioned in their mythology, until the fourth fun,

and the earth were deftroyed by fire. This age it was fuppofed would

end at the conclufion of one of their centuries -, and thus we may account

for thefe noify feftivals in honour of the god of fire, which were cele-

brated at the beginning of every century, as a thankfgiving for his re-

ftraining his voracity, and deferring the termination of the world.

The Mexicans, and the other polifhed nations of Anahuac, ufed the

fame method to compute centuties, years, and months, as the ancient

Toltecas. Their century confuted of.fifty-two years, which were fub-

divided into four periods of thirteen years each, and two centuries

formed an age, which was called by them Huebuetiliztli, that is, old

age, of a hundred and four years (t). They gave to the end of the

century the name of Toxiuhmolpia, which fignifies, the tying of our

years ; becaufe by it the two centuries were joined together to form an

age. Their years had four names, which were Tochtli, rabbet ; Acatl,

cane or reed; Tecpatl, flint; and Calli, houfe; and of thefe with dif-

ferent numbers their century was compofed. The firft year of the

century was 1. Tochtli, the fecond, 2. Acatl, the third, 3. Tecpatl, the

fourth, 4. Calli, the fifth, 5. Tochtli, and fo on to the thirteenth year,

which was 13. Tochtli, and terminated the firft period. They began

the fecond period with 1. Acatl, which was fucceeded by 2. Tecpatl,

3. Calli, 4. Tochtli, until it was completed by 13. Acatl. In like

manner the third period began with 1. Tecpatl, and fmifhed with 13.

Tecpatl ; and the fourth commenced with 1. Calli, and terminated to-

gether with the century in 13. Calli \ fo that there being four names

and thirteen numbers, no one year could be confounded with anothe

All

(/) Though fome authors have given the name of century to their age, and that of half,

century to their century, it is of little confequence, as their matter of computing years and

diftributing time is not in the leaft altered by it.

(a) Boturini affirms, in contradiction to the general opinion of authors, that they did not

be<nn all their centuries with i. Tochtli, but fometimes with i. Acad; I. Tecpatl, or i. Calli.

He is miftaken, however, for it appears both from the beft informed ancient authors, and the

paintings examined by ourselves, that the Mexican century began always with i. Tochtli.

This author fays alio, that in the courfe of four centuries the fame, name or character was ne-

VOL. I. P P TCi"
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VI. All this will be more clearly underftood in the table of the century,

which we iliall afterwards fubjoin. .

The Mexican year confided like ours, of three hundred and fixty-

five days ; for although it was compofed of eighteen months, each of

which contained twenty days, which make up only three hundred and

fixty, they added after the laft month five days, which they called Ne~

montemi, or ufelefs ; becaufe in thefe days they did nothing but re-

ceive and return viiits. The year 1 Tochtli, the firft of their century,

began upon the twenty-lixth day of February (x) -

} but every four

years the Mexican century anticipated one day, on account of the odd

day of our biffextile, or leap-year ; from whence in the laft years of the

Mexican century, the year began on the fourteenth of February, on

account of the thirteen days which intervene in the courfe of fifty-two

years. But at the expiration of the century, the commencement of the

year returned to the twenty-fixth of February.

The names which they gave their months were taken both from the

employments and feftivals which occurred in them, and alfo from the

accidents of the feafon which attended them. Thefe names appear dif-

ferently arranged among authors ; becaufe, in fad their arrangement

was not only different among different nations, but even among the

the Mexicans themfclves it varied. The following was the mofl com-

mon :

1

.

Atlacahualco (y).

2 . Tlacaxipehual'vz tit.

7.
cTo%o%tontli.

4. limitozoztli.

5.
cToxcatL

6

.

Etzalcualiztli.

relented with the fame number; but how is it poffible, that this could happen in the pe-

riod of two hundred and eight years, while the characters were only four and the numbers

ufed but thirteen, as he himfelf allows.

(x) Authors differ in opinion refpefting the day on which' the Mexican year commenced.

The reafon of this was unqueitionably the difference which is occafioned by our leap years, to

which probably thofe authors did not advert. It may alfo have been the cafe, that fome

of them fpoke of the attronomical year of the Mexicans, and not of the religious, of which we

treat.

( v) Gomara, Valades, and other authors make T'lacaxipehualiztli, the firfl: month of the

Mexican year, which in our table is the fecond. The authors of the edition of the Letters of

Cortes, publifhed at Mexico in 1780, make Afemoztli the firlr, which is the 16th in our table.

But Motolinia, whofe authority has mod weight, has put, as we do, Atlahualco for the firfl

moEth ; and Torquemada, Betancourt, and Martino di Leon, a Dominican, thinks as he does.

To avoid troubling our readers, wc omit the flrong reafons which have induced us to adopt

cur piefent opinion,

7. Tecnil-
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7. Tecuilbuitontli.

8. Hueitecuilhuitl.

9. Tlaxochimaco.

10. Xocohuetzi.

1 1 . Ocbpaniztli.

12. Teotleco.

OF MEXICO.
1 j. Tepeilhuitl.

14. QuechoHi.

1 5 . Panquetzalitzli,

16. Atemoztli.

17. TititI.

18. Izcalli.

Their month confifted as we have

days, the names of which are thefe :

1

.

Cipaclli.

2. Ebecatl.

3 . CW/z

.

4. Cuetzpalin.

5. CoatI.

6. Miquitzli.

7 . Mazatl.

8. T<?cM/.

9. ^/.

10. Itzcuintli.

1

1

12

J 3

J 5

16

J 7
18.

19,

20.

already mentioned of twenty sect. xxv.
The Mexican

month,

, Ozomatli.

, Malinalli,

. Acatl.

. OcelotU

. ^uauhtli,

. Cozcaquabtli (%)..

, Olin tonatiuh.

, Tecpatl.

, Quiahutli.

XochitL

Although the figns or characters, which are fignified by thefe names,

mould be diflributed among the twenty days, according to the order

above,, neverthelefs in their mode of reckoning, no regard was paid to

the divifion of months, nor that of years, but to periods of thirteen

days (fimilar to thofe of thirteen years in the century), which run on

without interruption from the end of a month or year. The firffc day

of the century was 1. Cipaflli',; the fecond, 2. Ebecatl, or wind ; the

third; 3. Calli, or houle ; and fo on to thirteen, which was 13.

Acatl, or reed. The 14th day began another period, reckoning

1. OcelotI (tyger), 2. Quauhtli (eagle), &c. until the completion of

the month 7. Xochitl (flower), and in the next month they continued

to count 8. CipaBli, 9. Ebecatl^ &c. Twenty of thefe periods made

in thirteen months a cycle of two hundred and fixty days, and during

the whole of this time, the fame fign or character was not repeated

O) Cozcaquauhtli is the name of a bird which we defcribed in our firft book. Car. Botu-

rini puts mftead of it Tcmctlatl, or the ltone ufed to grind maize or cocoas.

P p 2 with'
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VI. with the fame number,, as will appear from the calendar which we

fhall give hereafter. On the firft day of the fourteenth month, another

cycle commenced in the fame order of the characters, and of the fame

number of periods, as the firft, If the year had not, beiides the eigh-

teen months, had the five days called Nemontemi, or if the periods had

not been continued in thefe days, the firft day of the fecond year of

the century would have been the fame with that of the preceding, r.

Cipadtli; and in like manner, the laft day of every year would always

have been Xochitl; but as the period of thirteen days was continued

through the days called Nemontemi, on that account the figns or cha-

racters changed place, and the fign Miquiztli, which occupied in all

the months of the firft year the lixth place, occupies the firft in the

fecond year ; and on the other hand, the fign Cipaclli, which in the

firft year had occupied the firft place, has the fixteenth in the fecond

year. To know what ought to be the fign of the firft day of any

year, there is the following general rule. Every year Tocht/i begins

with Cipacl/i, every year AcatI with Miqueztli, every year TecpatI

with Ozomatli, and every year Calli with. Cozcaquauhtli, adding always

the number of the year to the fign of the day ; as for example, the

year i. Tachtli has for the firft day i. Cipaclli > fo the 2. Acatl has

2. Miquiztti; The 3 Tepaffl has 3. Ozomatli, and 4. Cal/i has 4. Coz-
caquauhtli, &c. (a).

From what we have already faid it will appear, that the number
thirteen was held in high eftimation by the Mexicans, The four

periods of which the century coniifted, were each of thirteen years %,

thirteen months formed their cycle of two hundred and fixty days ; and
thirteen days their fmaller periods, which we have already mentioned.

The origin of their efteem for this number was, according to what Si-

guenza has faid, that thirteen was the number of their greater gods,.

The number four feems to have been no-lefs efteemed amongft them. As
they reckoned four periods of thirteen years each to their century, they

alfo reckoned thirteen periods, of four years each, at the expiration of

(a) Cav. Boturini fays, that the year of the Rabbet began uniformly with the day of the
Rabbet, the year of the Cane with the day of the Cane, &c. and never with the days which
ue have mentioned ; but we ought to give more faith to Siguenza, who was certainly better

informed in Mexican antiquity. The fyflem of this gentleman is. fantaftical and full of con-
tradictions,.

each
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each of which they made extraordinary feftivals. We have already BOOK VI.

mentioned both the fail of four months, and the Nappapohuallatolli,

or general audience which was given eveiy four months.

In refpecl: to civil government, they divided the month into four

periods of five days, and on a certain fixed day of each period their fair

or oreat market was held j but being governed even in political matters

by principles of religion in the capital, this fair was kept -on the days

of the Rabbet, the Cane, the Flint, and the Houfe, which were

their favourite figns.

The Mexican year confifted of feventy-three periods of thirteen days,

and the century of feventy-three periods of thirteen months, or cycles

of two hundred and iixty days.

It is certainly not to be doubted, that the Mexican, or Toltecan

fyftem of the difcribution of time was extremely well digefted, though

at firft view it appears rather intricate and perplexed ; hence we may days

infer with confidence, it was not the work of a rude or unpolifhed

people. That however which is moft furprifmg in their mode of com-

puting time, and which will certainly appear improbable to readers

who are but little informed with refpect to Mexican antiquity, is, that

having difcovered the excefs of a few hours in the folar above the civil

year, they made ufe of intercalary days to bring them to an equality j

but with this difference in regard to the method eftabliftied by Julius

Csfar in the Roman calendar, that they did not interpofe a day every

four years, but thirteen days, (making ufe here even of this favourite

number) every fifty-two years ; which produces the fame regulation of

time. At the expiration of the century they broke, as we mail men-

tion hereafter, all their kitchen utenfils, fearing that then alfo the

fourth age* the fun and all the world were to be ended, and the lafl

night they performed the famous ceremony of the new fire. As foon

as they were allured by the new fire, that a new century, according to

their belief, v/as granted to them by the gods, they employed the thir-

teen following days, in fupplying their kitchen utenfils,. in furnifhing

new garments, in repairing their temples and houfes, and in making.

every preparation for the grand feftivals of the new century. Thefe

thirteen days were the intercalary days reprefented in their paintings by

blue points ; they were not included in the century juit expired, nor

is
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. in that whIch was j uft commencing, nor did they continue in them their
periods of days which they always reckoned from the firft day to the laft

day of the century. When the intercalary days were elapfed, they began
the new century with the year i. Tochtli, and the day i. Cipadtli,
upon the 26th day of our February, as they did at the beginning of
the preceding century. We would not venture to relate thefe particu-
lars, if we were not fupported by the tefHmony of Dr. Siguenza, who,
in addition to his great learning, his critical fkill and fmcerity, was
the perfon who mofl diligently exerted himfelf to illuftrate thefe points,
and xonfulted both the belt inftrudted Mexicans and Tezcucans, and
ftudied their hiftories and paintings.

Boturini affirms, that a hundred and more years before the Chriftian
era, the Toltecas adjufted their calendar, by adding one day every four
years, and that they continued to do fo for feveral centuries, until the
Mexicans eftablifhed the method we have mentioned : that the caufe
of the new method was, that two feftivals concurred upon the fame
day

;
the one the moveable feftival of Tezcatlipoca, the other that of

Huitzilopochtli, which was fixed ; and that the Colhuan nation had
celebrated the latter, and pafTed over the former ; upon which Tezcat-
lipoca in anger predicted, that the monarchy of Colhuacan would foon
be dhTolved

;
that the worfhip of the ancient gods of the nation would

ceaie, and that it would remain confined to the worfhip of one fole di-
vinity, which was never {ecn nor underftood, and fubjedkd to the
power of certain ftrangers who would arrive from diftant countries;
that the kings of Mexico being made acquainted with this predicfion^
ordered, that whenever two feftivals concurred upon the fame day, the
principal feftival was to be celebrated on fuch day, and the other on
the day after; and that the day which was ufually added every four
years, mould be omitted 1 and that at the end of the century, the thir-
teen days mould be added inftead of them. But we are not willing to
give credit to this account,

Two things muft appear truly ftrange in the Mexican fyftem, the
one is, that they did not regulate their months by the changes of the
moon; the other that they ufed no particular character to diftinguifh
one century from another. But with refped to the firft, we do not
mean that their agronomical months did not accord with the lunar

periods

;
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periods; becaufe we know that their year was juftly regulated by BOOK VI

the fun, and becaufe they ufed the fame name, which was Metztli, in-

differently for month or moon. The month now mentioned by us

is their religious month, according to which they obferved the celebra-

tion of feitivals, and practifed divination ; not their agronomical

month, of which we know nothing unlefs that it was divided into two

periods, that is, into the period of the watching, and into that of the

Jlcep of the moon. We are however perfuaded, that they muft have

made ufe of fome characters to diftinguifh one century from another,

as this "diflinction was fo very eafy and necefTary ; but we have not

been able to afcertain this upon the authority of any hifcorian.

The diflribution of the figns or characters, both of days and years,

ferved the Mexicans as fuperflitious prognofKcs, according to which

they predicted the good or bad fortune of infants from the lign under

which they were born ; and the happinefs or misfortune of marriages,

the fuccefs of wars, and of every other thing from the day on which

they were undertaken or put in execution ; and on this account alfo

they confidered not only the peculiar character of every day and year,

but likewife the ruling character of every period of days or years ; for

the firft fign or character of every period, was the ruling fign through

the whole of it. Of merchants we find, that whenever they wiflied

to undertake any journey, they endeavoured to begin it on fome day of

that period, during which the fign Coatl (ferpent) ruled, and then

they promifed themfelves much fuccefs in their commerce. Thofe

perfons who were born under the fign ^uaiihtli (eagle), were fufpected

to prove mockers and flanderers, if they were males ; if females, loqua-

cious and impudent. The concurrence of the year with the day of

the Rabbet was efteemed the moft fortunate feafon.

To reprefent a month they painted a circle or wheel, divided into

twenty figures fignifying twenty days, as appears in the plate we have

given, which is a copy from one publifhed by Valades, in his Retto-

rica Crijliana', and the only one hitherto publifhed. To reprefent the

year they painted another, which they divided into eighteen figures of the

eighteen months, and frequently painted within the wheel the image

©f the moon. The reprefentation which we have given of this image,

was taken from that publifhed by Gemelli, which was a copy from an

ancient

Sect.
XXVI I r.

Figures of
the century,

the year, and
month.
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BOOK VI. ancient painting in the pofTeffion of Dr. Siguenza(£). The century

was reprefented by a wheel divided into fifty-two figures, or rather by

four figures which were thirteen times defigned. They ufed to paint

a ferpent twirled about the wheel, which pointed out by four twirls

of its body the four principal winds, and the beginnings of the four

periods of thirteen years. The wheel which we here prefent, is a copy

of two others, one of which was publifhed by Valades, and the other

by v'emelli, within which we have reprefented the fun, as was gene-

rally done by the Mexicans. In another place we (hall explain the fi-

gures of thefe wheels in order to fatisfy our curious readers.

The method adopted by the Mexicans to compute months, years,

and centuries, was, as we have already mentioned, common to all the

polifhed nations of Anahuac, without any variation among them ex-

cept in the names and figures (c) . The Chiapanefe, who, among the

tributaries to the crown of Mexico, were the moil diftant from the

capital ; in (lead of the names and the figures of the Rabbet, the Cane,

Flint, and Houfe, made ufe of the names Votan, Lambat, Been,

and Chinan, and inilead of the names of the Mexican days, they a~

dopted the names of twenty illuilrious men among their anceflors,

among which the four names above mentioned, occupied the fame

place that the names Rabbet, Cane, Flint, and Houfe, held amongfl

the Mexican days. The Chiapanefe names of the twenty days of the

month were the following :

y. : Mox'ic.

8. LAM-BAT.

9. A0&-, or Mulii.

10. Elah.

1 1 . Batz.

12. Eno/j.

(/;) Three copies of the Mexican year have been publifhed. The firrt that of Valades, the

fecond that of Siguenza, publifhed by Gcmelli, and the third that of Eoturini, publifhed at

Mexico, in 1770. In that of Siguenza, within the wheel of the century, appears that of

the year ; and in that of Valades, within both wheels, that of the month is reprefented. We
have ieparated them to malce them more intelligible.

(c) Boturini fays, that the Indians of the diocefe of Guaxnca made their year confift of

thirteen months ; bat it mutt have been their aftionomical or civil year, and not their religi-

ous year. •

}

13; BEEN,
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Sect. XXX.
Feflivals of

the four firft

There .was no month in which the Mexicans did not celebrate fome

feflival or other, which was either fixed and eftablifhed to be held on a

certain day of the month, or moveable, from being annexed to fome

figns which did not correfpond with the fame days in every year. The

principal moveable feflivals, according to Boturini, were fixteen in

number, among which the fourth was that of the god of wine, and

the thirteenth, that of the god of fire . With refpect to thofe feftivals

which were fixed, we {hall mention as concifely as poffible, as much

as wre judge will be fufKcient-to convey a competent idea of the reli-

gion and the fuperftitious difpofition of the Mexicans.

On the fecond day of the firft month, they made a great feflival to

Tlaloc, accompanied with facrifices of children, which were purchafed

for that purpofe, and a gladiatorian facrifice ; thefe children, which months,

were purchafed, were not facrificed all at once, but fucceffively fo, in

the courfe of three months, which correfponded to thofe of March

and April, to obtain from this god the rains which were necefiary for

their maize.

On the firft day of the fecond month, which, in the firft year of

their century, correfponded to the 18th of March (J), they made a

moft folemn feflival to the god Xipe, the facrifices offered at which

were extremely cruel. They dragged the victims by their hair to the

upper area of the temple, where, after they were facrificed in the

ufual manner, they fkinned them, and the prieils clothed themfelves

in their fkins, and appeared for fome days in thefe bloody coverings.

The owners of prifoners that were facrificed, were bound to faft for

twenty days, after which they made great banquets, at which they

dreffed the flefh of the victims. The ftealers of gold or filver were

facrificed along with prifoners, the law of the kingdom having or-

dained that punifhment for them. The circumftance of fkinning the

(d) Whenever we mention the correfpondence of the Mexican months with ours, it is to be

underftood of thofe of the firft year of their century.

Vol. I. CL1 viclims.
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BOOK VI. victims, obtained to this month the name of'

Tlacaxipebualiztti, or the

dunning of men. At this feftival, the military went through feveral

exercifes of arms and practices of war, and the nobles celebrated with
fongs the glorious actions of their anceftors. In Tlafcala, the nobles
as well as the plebeians had dances, at which they were all drefled in

fkins of animals, and embroidery of gold and filver. On account of
thefe dances, which were common to all ranks of people, they save
the feftival as well as the month the name of Coailbuitl, or the gene-
ral feftival.

In the third month, which began on the 7th of April, the fecond
feftival of Tlaloc was celebrated with the facrince of fome children.

The fkins of the vidims, which were facriflced to the god Xipe, in

the preceding month, were carried in proceffion to a temple called Jo~
pico, which was within the inclofure of the greater temple, and there de-
pofited in a cave. In this fame month the Xochimanqui, or thofe who
traded in flowers, celebrated the feftival of their goddefs Coatlicue, and
prefented her garlands of flowers curioufly woven. But before this of-
fering was made, no perfon was allowed to fmell thefe flowers. The
minifters of the temples watched every night of this month, and on
that account made great fires ; hence the month took the name of
<

Tozozto?:li) or little watch,

The fourth month was called Haeitozoztli, or great watch ; be-
caufe, during this month, not only the priefts, but alfo the nobility

and populace, kept watch. They drew blood from their ears, eye-
brows, nofe, tongue, arms, and thighs, to expiate the faults committed
by their fenfes, and expofed at their doors leaves of the fword-grafs,

coloured with blood, but with no other intention, probably, than to

make orientation of their penance. In this manner they prepared
themfelves for the feftival of the goddefs Centeotl, which was cele-

brated with facrifices of human vidims and animals, particularly of
quails, and with many warlike exercifes, which they performed before
the temple of this goddefs. Little girls carried ears of maize to the
temple, and after offering them to that falfe divinity, carried them to

granaries, in order that thefe ears, thus hallowed, might preferve all the
reft of the grain from any deftruclive infect. This month commenced
on the 27th of April.

The
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The fifth month, which began upon the 17th of May, was alrnoft B00K ^-

wholly feftival. The firft, which was one of the four principal M~ s^cj.

tivals of the Mexicans, was that which they made in honour of Grand fefi ;.

their great god Tezcatlipoca. Ten days before it a prieft dreffed him- ™^%^
felf in the fame habit and badges which diftinguifned that god, and went lip0ca,

out of the temple with a bunch of flowers in his hands, and a little flute

of clay which made a very fhrill found. Turning his face firft to wards

the eaft, and afterwards to the other three principal winds, he founded

the flute loudly, and then taking up a little duft from the earth with

his finger, he put it to his mouth and fwallowed it. Upon hearing

the found of the flute, all kneeled down • criminals were thrown into

the utmoft terror and confirmation, and with tears implored that god

to grant a pardon to their tranfgreflions, and hinder them from being

difcovered and detected; warriors prayed to him for courage and

ftrength againft the enemies of the nation, fuccefsful victories, and a

multitude of prifoners for facrifices ; and all the reft of the people,

ufing the fame ceremony of taking up and eating the duft, fupplicated

with fervour the clemency of the gods. The found of the little flute

was repeated every day until the feftival. One day before it, the

lords carried a new habit to the idol, which the priefts immediately

put upon it, and kept the old one as a relique in feme repofitory of

the temple ; they adorned the idol with particular enfigns of gold arid

beautiful feathers, and raifed up the tapeftry, which always covered

the entrance of the fanctuary, that the image of their god might be

feen and adored by the multitude. When the day of the feftival ar-

rived, the people flocked to the lower area of the temple. Some

priefts painted black, and dreffed in a fimilar habit with the idol, car-

ried it aloft upon a litter, which the youths and virgins of the temple,

bound with thick cords of wreaths of crifp maize, and put one of thefe

wreaths round the neck, and a garland on the head of the idol. This

cord, the emblem of drought, which they defired to prevent, was

called Toxcat/, which name was likewife given to the month on ac-

count of this ceremony. All the youths and virgins of the temple,

as well as the nobles of the court, carried fimilar wreaths about their

necks and in their hands. Then followed a proceffion through the

lower area of the temple, v/here flowers and odoriferous herbs were

Qjj 2 {battered j
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BOOK IV. fcattered; two priefts offered incenfe to the idol, which two others

carried upon their fhoulders. In the mean while the people kept kneel-
ing, ftriking their backs with thick knotted cords. When the pro-
ceffion finiihed, and alio their difcipline, they carried back the idol to

the altar, and made abundant offerings to it of gold, gems, flowers

feathers, animals, and provilions, which were prepared by the virgins

and other women, who, on account of fome particular vow, afhfted

for that day in the fervice of the temple. Thefe provifions were car-

ried in procemon by the fame virgins, who were led by a refpe&able
prieft, dreffed in a ftrange fantaftical habit, and lafcly the youths ear-

ned them to the habitations of the priefts for whom they had been
prepared.

Afterwards they made the facrifke of the viclim reprefenting the

god Tezcatlipoca. This viclim was the handfomeft and beft fhaped youth
of all the prifoners. They felected him a year before the feftival,

and during that whole time he was always dreffed in a fimilar habit

with the idol -, he was permitted to go round the city, but always ac-

companied by a ftrong guard, and was adored every where, as the liv-

ing image of that fupreme divinity. Twenty days before the 'feftival,

this youth married four beautiful girls, and on the five days preceding

the feftival, they gave him fumptuous entertainments, and allowed

him all the pleafures of life. On the day of the feftival, they led him
with a numerous attendance to the temple of Tezcatlipoca, but before

they came there they diimhTed his wives. He accompanied the idol

in the procemon, and when the hour of facrifice was come, they

ftretched him upon the altar, and the high prieft with great reverence

opened his breaft and pulled out his heart. His body was not, like the

bodies of other victims, thrown down the ftairs, but carried in the arms

of the' priefts and beheaded at the bottom of the temple. His head was
ftrung up in the

lTzompantH
if among the reft of the fkulls of the vic-

tims which were facrificed to Tezcatlipoca, and his legs and arms

were dreffed and prepared for the tables of the lords. After the facri-

fice, a grand dance took place of the collegiate youths and nobles who
were prefent at the feftival. At fun-fet, the virgins of the temple made
a new offering of bread baked with honey. This bread, with fome
other things unknown to us, was put before the altar of Tezcatlipoca,

and
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XXXII.
The grand
feflival of

Huitzilo-

and was deftined to be the reward of the youths who mould be the

viclors in the race which they made down the flairs of the temple

;

they were alfo rewarded with a garment, and received the praife and

applaufe of the pricfls as well as the people who were fpedators. The

feflival was concluded by difmiffing from the feminaries all the youths

and virgins who were arrived at an age fit for marriage. The youths

who remained, mocked the others with fatirical and humorous railleryy

and threw at them handful s of rumes and other things, upbraiding

them with leaving the fervice of god for the pleafures of matrimony;

the priefls always granting them indulgence in this emanation of youth-

ful vivacity. v

In this fame fifth month, the firfl feflival of Huitzilopochtli was

celebrated. The priefls made a ftatue of this god of the regular fea-

ture of a man ; they made the flelh of a heap of Tzobualli, which

is a certain eatable plant, and the bones of the wood Mizquitl. They pochtli.

dreffed it in cotton with a mantle of feathers ;
put on its head a fmall

parafol of paper, adorned with beautiful feathers, and above that a

bloody little knife of flint-flone, upon its breaft a plate of gold, and

on its o-arment were feveral figures reprefenting bones of the dead, and

the image of a man torn in pieces j by which they intended to fignify

either the power of this god in battle, or the terrible revenge, which,

according to their mythology, he took againft thofe who confpired

againft the honour and life of his mother. They put this ftatue in a

litter made on four wooden ferpents, which four principal officers of

the Mexican army bore from the place where the ftatue was formed, into

the altar where it was placed. Several youths forming a circle,

and joining themfelves together by means of arrows, which they

laid hold of with their hands, the one by the head, the other by the

point, carried before the litter a piece of paper more than fifteen perches

long, on which, probably, the glorious actions of that falfe divinity

were reprefented, and which they fung to the found of mufical inftru-

ments.

When the day of the feflival was arrived, in the morning they made

a great facrifice of quails, which after their heads were twirled off, they

threw at the foot of the altar. The firft who made this facrifice was the

king, after him the priefts, and laftly, the people. Of this great pro-

fufion
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^Kja. fLlflon of quails, one part was dreffed for the king's table, and thofe

of the priefts, and the remainder was referved for another'occafiom
Every perfon who was prefent at the feftival, carried a clay cenfer, and
a quantity of bitumen of Judea, to burn in offering to their god, and
all the coal which was made ufe of was afterwards collected in a

large ftove called Tlexifili. On account of this ceremony they called

this feftival the incaifing of Huitzilopocbtli. Immediately after fol-

lowed the dance of the virgins and priefts. The virgins dyed their

faces, their arms were adorned with red feathers, on their heads they
wore garlands of crifp leaves of maize, and in their hands they bore
canes which were cleft, with little flags of cotton or paper in them.
The faces of the priefts were dyed black, their foreheads bound with
little fhields of paper, and their lips daubed with honey, they covered
their natural parts with paper, and each held a fceptre, at the extre-

mity of which was a flower made of feathers, and above that another
tuft of feathers. Upon the edge of the ftove two men danced, bear-

ing on their backs certain cages of pine. The priefts in the courfe of
their dancing, from time to time, touched the earth with the extre-

mity of their fceptres, as if they refted themfelves upon them. All
thefe ceremonies had their particular fignifi cation, and the dance on
account of the feftival at which it took place was called Toxca-
chocholla. In another feparate place, the court and military peo-
ple danced. The mufical inftrumen ts, which in fome dances were
placed in the centre, on this occafion were kept without and hid, fo

that the found of them was heard but the muficians were unfeen.

One year before this feftival, the prifoner who was to be facriflced

to Huitzilopochli, to which prifoner they gave the name of Ixteoca/e,

which fignifies, Wife Lord ofHeaven, was feiecled along with the vic-

tim for Tezcatlipoca. Both of them rambled about the whole year -

y

with this difference however, that the victim of Tezcatlipoca v/as

adored, but not that of Huitzilopochtli. When the day of the feftival

was arrived, they dreiled the prifoner in a curious habit of painted pa-
per, and put on his head a mitre made of the feathers of an eagle,

with a plume upon the top of it. He carried upon his back a fmall net,

and over it a little bag, and in this drefs he mingled himfelf in the
dance of the courtiers . The rnoft lingular thing refpecling this prifoner

was,



HISTORY OF E X I C O, 3°3

was, that although he was doomed to die on that day, yet he had the BOOK VL

liberty of fixing the hour of the facrifice himfelf. Whenever he chofe

he prefented himfelf to the priefts, in whofe arms, and not upon the

altar, the facrincer broke his breaft, and pulled out his heart. When

the facrifice was ended, the priefts began a great dance, which conti-

nued all the remainder of the day, excepting fome intervals, which

they employed to repeat the incenfe- offerings. At this fame feflival,

the priefts made a flight cut on the breaft and on the belly of all

the children of both fexes which were born within one preceding

year. This was the fign or character, by which the Mexican na-

tion fpecially acknowledged itfelf confecrated to the worfhip of its

protecting god ; and this is alfo the reafon why feveral authors have

believed, that the rite of circumcifion was eftablifhed among the

Mexicans (<?). But if poffibly the people of Yucatan and the Toto-

nacas

"(e) F. Acofta fays, that " i Mefficanifacrificayako ne' lor fanciullie Porechiee il membroge-

nitale nel che in qualche maniera contra ffacevano la circoncifione de'Giudei." But if this au-

thor fpeaks of the true Mexicans, that is, the defendants of the ancient Aztecas who founded

the city of Mexico, whofe hiitory we write, his affertion is abfolutely falfe ; for after the moft

diligent fearch and enquiry, there is not the fmalleft veftige of fuch a rite to be found

among them. If he fpeaks of the Totonacas, who, by having been fubjefts of the king of

Mexico, arc, by feveral authors, called Mexicans, it is true, that they made fuch an inciiion

on children.

The. indecent and lying author of the work, entitled, " Rcchcrches Pbilofnphiques fur lei

AmericaiM,"" adop'S the accounr given by Acolla, and makes a long difcourfe on the origin

of circumcifion, which he believes to have been invented by the Egyptians, or the Ethiopi-'

ans, to preferve themfelves, as he fays, from worms, which trouble inhabitants of the torrid

zone who are not circumcifed. He affirms, that the Hebrews learned it from the Egyptians,

and that at fail it was a mere phyfical remedy, but was afterwards by fanaticifin conflituted a

religious ceremony : that the heat of the torrid zone is the caufe of this diforder, and that .

the Mexicans, and other nations of America, in order to free themfelves from it, adopted cir-

cumcifion. But leaving alidc the falfenefs of his principles, and his fondnefs to difcufs mi-

nutely-every fubjea which has any connexion with obfeene pleafure?, that we may attend to

that only which concerns our hiiiory, we afi'ert that no traces of the praftice of circumcifion

have ever been found among the Mexicans, or among the nations fubjefted by them, except

the Totonacas ; nor did we ever hear of any fuch difleraper of worms in thefe countries, though

they are all fituated under the torrid zone, and we vitited for thirteen years all kinds of fick

perfons. Derides, if heat is the caufe of fuch a diilemper, it ought to have been more fre-

quent in the native couniry of that author than in the inland provinces of Mexico, where

the climate is more temperate. . M. Mailer, who is quoted by the fame author, made no lefs

a rniftake ; in his Difcourfe on Circumcifion, infcitcJ in the Encyclopedia, he, from not bav-

in?- underfteod the expreffions of Aeofta, believed that they cut the cars and the parts of ge-

neration, of all the Mexican children entirely off; in wonder at which he aiks", if it was^

poffible that many of them could remain alive after fo cruel an operation ? But if we had

teliev-ed what M- Mailer believed, we would rather have afked how there caine to be any Mexi-

cans
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nacas ufed this rite, it was never practifed by the Mexicans, or any

other nation of the empire.

In the fixth month, which began upon the fixth of June, the third

feStival of the god Tlaloc was celebrated. They Strewed the temple

in a curious manner with rufhes from the lake of Citlaltepee. The
priefts who went to fetch them, committed various hostilities upon all

paffengers whom they met in their way, plundering them of every

thing they had about them, and fometimes even Gripping them quite

naked, and beating them if they made any reiiftance. With fuch im-

punity were thefe priefts, turned afTailins, favoured, that they not

only robbed the common people, but even carried off the royal tributes

from the collectors of them, if they chanced to meet with them, no

private perfons being allowed to make complaint again ft them, nor the

king to punim them for fuch enormities. On the day of the feStival,

they all eat a certain kind of gruel which they called Etza/If, from

which the month took the name of Etzalqualiztli. They carried to

the temple a vait quantity of painted paper- and elaftic gum, with which

they befmeared the paper and the cheeks of the idol. After this ridi-

culous ceremony, they Sacrificed feveral prifoners who were clothed in

habits the fame with that of the god Tlaloc, and his companions, and

in order to complete the fcene of their cruelty, the priefts, attended by

a great croud of people, went in vefTels to a certain place of the lake,

where in former times there was a whirlpool, and there facrificed two

children of both fexes, by drowning them, along with the hearts of

the prifoners who had been facrificed at this feStival, in order to obtain

from their gods the neceiTary rains for their fields. Upon this occa-

sion, thofe minifters of the temple, who, in the courfe of that year,

had either been negligent in office, or convicted of fome high mifde-

meanor which was not, however, deferring of capital punishment,

were Stripped of their priefthood, and received a chaftifement Similar

to the trick which is practised on Seamen the firSt time they pafs the

cans at all in the world ? That no future initiates may be committed by thofe who read the

ancient Spanifh hiftorians of America, it is neceffary to be obferved, that when thefe hiftorians

fay that the Mexicans, or other nations facrificed the tongue, the ears, or any other member

of the body, all they mean by it is, that they made fome flight incillon in thefe members, and

drew fome blood from them.

5 line,
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line, but more fevere, as by being repeatedly ducked in the water they BOOK vi.

were at laft fo exhaufted, it became neceffary to carry them home to

their houfes to be recovered.

In the feventh month, which began upon the 26th of June, the feftival

of Huixtocihuatl, the goddefs of fait, was celebrated. A day before tl

feftival there was a great dance of women, who danced in a circle, joined

to each other by firings or cords of different flowers, and wearing gar-

lands of wormwood on their heads. A female priibner-, clothed in

the habit of the idol of that goddefs, was placed in the centre^ of the

circle. The dancing was accompanied with finging, in both of winch

two old refped-able priefls took the lead. This dance continued the

whole night, and in the morning after, the dance of the pfiefts began,

and lafted the whole day, without any other interruption than the fa-

crifice of prifoners. The priefls wore decent garments, and held in

their hands thofe beautiful yellow flowers which the Mexicans called

CempoalxochitJ, and many Europeans Indian Carnations; at fun-fet

they made the facrince of the female prifoner, and concluded the fefti-

val with fumptuous banquets.

During the whole of this month the Mexicans made great rejoic-

ings. They wore their beft dreffes ; dances and amufements in their

cardens were frequent ; the poems which they fang were all on love, or

fome other equally pleafing fubjeft. The populace went a hunting in

the mountains, and the nobles ufed warlike exercifes in the field, and

fometimes in veffels upon the lake. Thcfe rejoicings of the nobility

procured to this month the name of Tecuilhuitl, the feftival of the

lords, or of Tecuilhuitontli, the fmall feftival of the lords, as it was

truly'fo, in comparifon of the feftival of the following month.

In the eighth month, which began upon the 16th day of July, they

made a folemn feftival to the goddefs CenteotI, under the name of Xt-

lonen ; for as we have already mentioned, they changed the name ac~

cording to the ftate of the maize. On this feftival they called her Xi-

lonen % becaufe the ear of maize, while the grain was ftill tender, was

called Xihtl The feftival continued eight days, during which there

was content dancing in the temple of that goddefs. On fuch days, the

king and the nobles gave away meat and drink to the populace, both

of which were placed in rows in the under area of the temple, and there

\j t R r the
Vol. I. ** *



3°6 HISTORY OF MEXICO.
Book vi. the Chiampinolli, which was one of their moft common drinks, wasw^v w

given, and alfo the Tamalli, which was pafte of maize, made into fmall

rolls, and alfo other provifions, of which we mail treat hereafter. Pre-

fents were made to the priefts, and the nobles invited each other reci-

procally to entertainments, and prefented each other with gold, filver,

beautiful feathers, and curious animals. They fung the glorious ac-

tions of their ancestors, and boafled of the noblenefs and antiquity of

their families. At fun-fet, when the feafting of the populace was
ended, the priefts had their dance which continued four hours, and on

that account there was a fplendid illumination in the temple. The
laft day was celebrated with the dance of the nobility and the military,

among whom danced alfo a female prifoner, who reprefented that god-

defs, and was facrificed after the dance along with the other prifon-

ers. Thus the feflival, as well as the month, had the name of Huei-

tccuilhuitl, that is, the great feflival of the lords.

In the ninth month, which began on the 5th of Auguft, the fecond

feflival of Huitzilopochtli was kept ; on which, befides the ufual cere-

monies, they adorned all the idols with flowers ; not only thofe which
were worfhipped in the temples, but likewife thofe which they had

for private devotion in their houfes • from whence the month was

called Tlaxochimaco. The night preceding the feflival was employed

in preparing the meats which they eat next day with the greater! ju-

bilee. The nobles of both fexes danced together, the arms of the

one refling on the moulders of the other. This dance, which lafted

until the evening, finished with the facrifice of fome prifoners. In

this month alfo the feflival of Jacateuclli, the god of commerce, was

held, accompanied with facrifices.

In the tenth month, the beginning of which was on the 25th of

XXXIV. Auguft, they kept the feflival of XiubteuBH, god of fire. In the

tbetJnth ele-
preceding months, the priefts brought out of the woods a large tree,

venth, which they fixed in the under area of the temple. The day before
twelfth, and

i i r • rr •

thirteenth the feflival they ftnpt off its branches and bark, and adorned it with

painted paper, and from that time it was reverenced as the image of

Xiuhteudtli. The owners of the prifoners which were to be facrificed

on this occafion, dyed their bodies with red ochre, to refemble in fome

meafure the colour of fire, and were drefled in their beft garments.

They

mouths.
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They went to the temple, accompanied by their prifoners, and pafied BOOKVL

the whole night in Tinging and dancing with them. The day oi. the

feftival being arrived, and alfo the hour of the Sacrifice, they tied the

hands and feet of the victims, and fprinkled the powder ox jauhih (jj

in their faces, in order to deaden their fenfes, that their torments might

be lefs painful. Then they began the dance, each with his viihm

upon his back, and one after the other threw them into a large fire

kindled in the area, from which they foon after drew them witn

hooks of wood, to complete the facrihce upon the altar in the ordi-

nary way. The Mexicans gave to this month the name of Xocobuet%t t

which iignines the maturity of the fruits. The Tlafcalans called tbt

ninth month Miccailbeuitl, or the feftival of the dead ;
becaufe in it

they made oblations for the fouls of the deceafed, and the tenth month

Hueimiccailbuith or the grand feftival of the dead, becaufe in that.they

wore mourning, and made lamentation for the death of their anceftors

Five days before the commencement of the eleventh month, which

be-an on the 1 4th of September, all feftivals ceafed. During the firft

eight days of the month, was a dance, but without mafic or finging 5

every one direding- his movements according to his own pleafure. Af-

ter this period was elapfed, they clothed a female prifoner in the habit

of Teteoinan, or the mother of the gods, whofe feftival was ce.e,

brating; the prifoner was attended by many women, and particularly

by the midwives, who for four whole days employed themfelves to a-

mufe and comfort her. When the principal day of the feftival was

arrived, they led this woman to the upper area of the temple or that

poddefs, where they facrifked her ; but this was not performed in the

ufual mode, nor upon the common altar where other victims were fa-

crifked for they beheaded her upon the moulders of another woman,

and ftripped her fkin of, which a youth, with a numerous attend-

ance carried to prefent to the idol of Huitzilopochtli, in memory of

the inhuman facrince which their anceftors had made of the prmcefs

( f) The VauhtV is a plant whofe flem is about a cubit long', its le>es are fimilar to thofe

|£SloCS'indPat,d, its flowers are yellow and the roots thin 1 he flowers as we I

I the other parts of the plant, have the fame fmell and tafte as thofe of the anife. It is veiy

^^ZSZ^Lu^n^y^s^^ indifferent diapers s U was alio

- isade ufe of for many fupernkious ends.

R r 2
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but before ic was prefented, they facrifked in the nUl

mode four prifoners, in memory, as is probable, of the four Xochi-
milcan prifoners which they had facrificed during their captivity in
Colhuacan. In this month they made a review of their troops, and
enlifted thofe youths who were deftined to the profeffion of arms' and
who, in future were to ferve in war when there mould be occaiion
All the nobles and the populace fwept the temples, on which account
tms month took the name of Qcbpanktli, which fignifies, afweepimr
They cleaned and mended the ftreets, and repaired the aqueducfs and
their houfes, all which labours were attended with many Wrftitious
rites.

In the twelfth month, which began upon the 4th of October they
cebratcd the feftival of the arrival of the gods, which they expreffed
by the word Teotleco, which name alfo they gave to both the month
and the feftival. On the 1 6th day of this month, they covered all the
temples, and the corner ftones of the ftreets of the city with green
branches. On the i8th, the gods, acording to their accounts, began
to arrive, the firft of whom was the great god Tezcatlipoca. They
fpread before the door of the fancSuary of this god a mat made of the
palm-tree, and fprinkled upon it fome powder of maize. The high-
prieft ftood m watch all the preceding night, and went frequently to
look at the mat, and as foon as he difcovered any footlteps upon' the
powder, which had been trod upon, no doubt, by fome other deceit-
ful prieit, he began to cry out, " Our great god is now arrived." All
the other priefts, with a great croud of people, repaired there to adore
him, and celebrate his arrival with hymns and dances, which were
repeated all the reft of the night. On the two days following, other
gods fuccemvely arrived, and on the twentieth and laft day, when they
believed that all their gods were come, a number of youths dreffed in
the form of Various mongers, danced around a large fire, into which,
from time to time, they threw prifoners, who were there confumed as*

burnt Sacrifices. At fun-fet they made great entertainments, at which
they drank more than ufual, imagining, that the wine with which
they filled their bellies, would ferve to warn the feet of their gods.
To fuch excefTes did the barbarous fuperftition of thofe people lead !

Nor was the ceremony which they praclifed, in order to preferve their

children
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children from the evil which they dreaded from one of their gods, lefs

extravagant : this was the cuflom of flicking a number of feathers on

their moulders, their arms, and legs, by means of turpentine.

In the thirteenth month, which began on the 24th of October,

the feflival of the gods of water and the mountains, was celebrated.

The name Tepcilhuitl, which was given to this month, fignified only

the feflival of the mountains. They made little mountains of paper,

on which they placed fome little ferpents made of wood, or of roots

of trees, and certain fmall idols called Ebecatotontin, covered with a

particular parte. They put both upon the altars and worfhipped them,

as the images of the gods of the mountains, fung hymns to them, and

prefented copal and meats to them. The prifoners who were facrificed

at this feflival were five in number, one man and four women ; to each

of which a particular name was given, alluding, probably, to fome

myfiery of which we are ignorant. They clothed them in painted

paper/which was befmeared with elaflic gum, and carried them in pro-

ceffion in litters, after which they facrificed them in the ufual manner.

In the fourteenth month, which commenced on the 1 3th of Novem-

ber, was the feflival of Mixcoatl, goddefs of the chace. It was pre- ThTfcftivals

ceded by four days of rigid and general failing, accompanied with the °^£e lai

cffufion of blood, during which time they made arrows and darts for

the fupply of their arfenals, and alfo certain fmall arrows which they

placed together with pieces of pine, and fome meats, upon the tombs

of their relations, and after one day burned them. When the fafl was

over, the inhabitants of Mexico and Tlatelolco went out to a general

chace in one of the neighbouring mountains, and all the animals which

they caught were brought, with great rejoicings to xMexico, where they

were facrificed to Mixcoatl ; the king himfelf was prefent not only at

the facrifice, but likewife at the chace. They gave to this month the

name of Quecbolli, becaufe at this feafon the beautiful bird which went

amongfl them by that name, and by many called ftamrningo, made its

appearance on the banks of the Mexican lake.

In the fifteenth month, the beginning of which was on the 3d day

of December, the third and principal feflival of Huitzilopochtli and

his brother, was celebrated. On the firft dry of the month, the priefts

formed two flatues of thofe two gods, of different feeds pafled toge-

ther,
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BOOK VI ther, with the blood of children that had been facrificed, in which
in the place of bones they fubflituted pieces of the wood of acacia.
They placed thefe ftatues upon the principal altar of the temple, and
during the whole of that night the priefts kept watch. The day fol-
lowing, they gave their benediction to the ftatues, and alfo to a fmall
quantity of water which was preferred in the temple for the purpofe
of being fprinkled on the face of any new king of Mexico, and 'of the
general of their armies after their election • but the general, befides be-
ing befprinkled, was required to drink it. As foon as the ftatues were
confecrated by this benediction, the dance of both fexes began, and
continued all the month for three or four hours every day.

°
During

the whole of the month a great deal of blood was fhed ; and four days
before the feflival, the mailers of the prifoners which were to be facri-
ficed, and which were feleded for the occafion, obferved a fail, and
had their bodies painted of various colours. In the morning of the
twentieth day, on which the feflival was held, a grand and folemn pro-
ceffion was made. A priefl bearing a ferpent of wood, which he raifed
high up in his hands, called EzpamitI, and which was the badge of the
gods of war, went firil, with another priefl bearing a flandard, fuch as
theyufed in their armies. After them came a third priefl, who carried
the flatue of the god Painalton, the vicar of Huitzilopochtli. Then came
the vidims after the other priefls, and laftly, the people. The pro-
ceffion let out from the greater temple, towards the diflrid of TW-
lacbco, where it flopped, while two prifoners of war, and fome pur-
chafed Haves, were facrificed they proceeded next to Tlatelolco, Po-
potla, and Chapoltepec, from whence they returned to the city, and
after having, palled through other diftricls, re-entered the temple.

This circuit of nine or ten miles, which they performed, confumed
the greatefl part of the day, and at all the places where they flopped, they
facrificed quails, and, probably, fome prifoners alfo. When they ar-
rived at the temple, they placed the flatue of Painalton, and the fland-
ard, upon the altar of Huitzilopochtli ; the king offered incenfe to the
two ftatues of feeds, and then ordered another proceffion to be made
round the temple, at the conclufion of which they facrificed the reft
of the prifoners and flaves. Thefe facrifices were made at the clofe of
day. That night the priefts kept watch, and the next morning they

carried
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Carried the ftatue in pafle of Huitzilopochtli to a great hall, which BOOK VI.

was within the precincls of the temple, and there in the prefence only

of the king, four principal priefls, and four fuperiors of the femina-

naries, the priefl Quetzalcoatl, who was the chief of the Tlamacaz-

qui, or penance-doers, threw a dart at the flattie, which pierced it

through and through. They then faid, that their god was dead. One

of the principal priefts cut out the heart of the ftatue, and gave it to

the kino- to eat. The body was divided in two parts ; one of which

was given to the people of Tlatelolco, and the other to the Mexicans.

The (hare was again divided into four parts, for the four quarters of

the city, and each of thefe four parts into as many minute particles

as there were men in each quarter. This ceremony they expreffed by

the word 'Teocualo, which iigniiies, the god to be eat. The women

never tafted this facred pafle, probably, becaufe they had no concern

with the profefhon of arms. We are ignorant, whether or not they

made the fame ufe of the ftatue of Tlacahuepan. The Mexicans gave

to this month the name of Panqnetzaliztli, which Signifies, the raifing

of the Standard, alluding to the one which they carried in the above

proceffion. In this month they employed themfelves in renewing the

boundaries, and repairing the inclofures of their fields.

In the fixteenth month, which began upon the 23d of December,

the fifth and lafl feftival of the gods of water, and the mountains, took

place. They prepared for it with the ufual auflerities, by making ob-

lations of copal and other aromatic gums. They formed little figures

of the mountains, which they confecrated to thofe gods, and certain

little idols made of the pafle of various eatable feeds, of which when

they had worshipped them, they opened the breafts, and cut out the

hearts, with a weaver's fhuttle, and afterwards cut off their heads, in

imitation of the rites of the facrifices. The body was divided by the

heads of families amongft their domeftics, in order that by eating them

they might be preferved from certain diftempers, to which thofe perfons

who were negligent of worfhip to thofe deities conceived themfelves

to be fubjecl. They burned the habits in which they had dreffed the

fmall idols, and preferved the afhes with the utmoft care in their ora-

tories, and alfo the veffels in which the images had been formed. Be-

sides thefe rites, which were ufually obferved in private houfes, they

made
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preceding the feftival, a ftrict fail was obferved, accompanied with the

effuiion of blood. This month was called Atemoztli, which fignifies

the defcent of the water, for a reafon which we will immediately

mention (g)

.

In the feven teen th month, which began upon the 12th of January,

they celebrated the feftival of the goddefs Xlamateuctli. A female pri-

foner was felected to reprefent her, and was clothed in the habit of her

idol. They made her dance alone to a tune which fome old priefls

fung to her, and ihe was permitted to exprefs her affliction at her ap-

proaching death, which, however, was efteemed a bad omen from

other victims. At fun-fet, on the day of the feftival, the priefts adorned

with the enfigns of various gods, facrificed her in the ufual manner,

and afterwards cut off her head, when one of the priefts, taking it in his

hand, began a dance, in which he was joined by the reft. The priefts,

during this feftival, made a race down the ftairs of the temple ; and the

following day the populace entertained themfelves with a game fimilar

to the Lupercalia of the Romans ; for running through the ftreets,

they beat all the women they met with little bags of hay. In this

fame month they kept the feftival of Mictlanteuctli, god of hell, on
which they made a nocturnal facrifice of a prifoner, and alfo the fe-

cond feftival of Jacateuctli, god of the merchants. The name Tahiti,

which they gave to this month, fignifies the conftringent power of the

feafon which the cold occafions [h).

In the eighteenth and laft month, which began on the firft of Fe-

bruary, the fccond feftival of the god of fire was held. On the 10th

day of this month, the whole of the Mexican youth went out to the

chace, not only of wild beafts in the woods, but alfo to catch the birds

of the lake. On the fixteenth, the fire of the temple and private

houfes was extinguifhed, and they kindled it anew before the idol of that

(g) Martino di Leone, a Dominican, makes Atemoztli fignify, the altar of the gods ; but the
name of the altar is T'eomomoztli, not Atemoztli. Boturini pretends that the name is a contrac-

tion of Ateomomoztli, but fuch contractions obtained not among the Mexicans • befides the
figure of this month which reprefents water falling obliquely upon the fieps of an edifice, ex-

preffes exactly the defcent of water fignified by the word Atemoztli.

(b) The above author fays, that Tititl fignifies our belly ; but all thofe who underiland

the Mexican language know that fuch a name would be a folecifm.

5 god,
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god, which they adorned on the oceafion, with gems and beautiful &&*& m
feathers. The hunters prefented all their fpoils to the priefts, one

part of which was conlumed in burnt-offerings to their gods, and the

other was facrificed, and afterwards drefled for the tables of the nobi-

lity and priefts. The women made oblations of Tamalli, which they

afterwards diftributed among the hunters. One of the ceremonies ob-

ferved upon this oceafion was that of boring the ears of all the chil-

dren of each fex, and putting ear-rings in them, But the greateft An-

gularity attending this feftival was that not a fingle human victim was

facrificed at it.

They celebrated likewife in this month the fecond feftival of the mo-

ther of the gods, refpecting which, however, we know nothing ex-

cept the ridiculous cuftom of lifting up the children by the ears into

the air, from a belief that they would thereby become higher in ftature.

With regard to the name Izcatt, which they gave to this month, we

are unable to give any explanation (/)

.

After the eighteen months of the Mexican year were completed or

the 20th of February, upon the 21ft the five days called Nemontemi com-

menced, during which days no feftival was celebrated, nor any enter-

prife undertaken, becaufe they were reckoned dies infaujli, or unlucky

days. The child that happened to be born on any of thefe days, if it

was a boy, got the name of NeMoquichtli, ufelefs man -, if fhe was a girl*

received the name of NencibuatI, ufelefs woman .

Among the feftivals annually celebrated, the moil folemn were thofe

of ^eoxihuitl, or divine years, of which kind were all thofe years

which had the rabbit for their denominative character. The facrifices

were on fuch occafions more numerous, the oblations more abundant,

and the dances more folemn, efpecially in Tlafcala, in Huexotzinco,

and Cholula. In like manner, the feftivals at the beginning of every

period of "thirteen years, were attended with more pomp and gravity j

that is, in the years 1 Tochtli, 1 Acatl, 1 Tecpatl, and 1 Calli.

But the feftival which was celebrated every fifty-two years, was by far

the moft fplendid and moft folemn, not only among the Mexicans, but

Sect.
XXXVI.

Secular fef-

tival.

(;') Izcalli fignifies, Behold the houfe.

Leone are too violent.

Vol. I.

The interpretations given by Torquemada and

S s like-
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ing to it. On the laft night of their century, they extinguished the

fire of all the temples and houfes, and broke their veflels, earthen pots,,

and all other kitchen utenfils, preparing themfelves in this manner for

the end of the world, which at the termination of each century they ex-

pected with terror. The priefts, clothed in various drefTes and enfigns

of their gods, and accompanied by a vaft croud of people, iffued from

the temple out of the city, directing their way towards the mountain

Huixachtla, near to the city of Iztapalapan, upwards of fix miles di-

flant from the capital. They regulated their journey in fome meafure

by obfervation of the ftars, in order that they might arrive at the

mountain a little before midnight, on the top of which the new fire was

to be kindled. In the mean while, the people remained in the utmoft

fufpence and folicitude, hoping on the one hand to find from the new
fire a new century granted to mankind, and fearing on the other hand,

the total destruction of mankind, if the fire, by divine interference,

mould not be permitted to kindle. Huibands covered, the faces of their

pregnant wives with the leaves of the aloe, and fhut them up in gra-

naries ; becaufe they were afraid that they would be converted into

wild hearts and would devour them. They alfo covered the faces of

children in that way, and did not allow them to fleep, to prevent their

being transformed into mice. All thofe who did not go out with the.

priefts, mounted upon terraces, to obferve from thence the event of

the ceremony. The office of kindling the fire on this occafion be-

longed exclufively to a prieft of Copolco,^ one of the. districts of the_

city. The instruments for this purpofe were, as* we have already meiir

tioned, two pieces of wood, and the place on which the fire was produced

from them, was the breaft. of fome brave prifoner whom they facri.-

ficed. As foon as the fire was kindled, they all at once exclaimed

with joy j and a great fire was made on the mountain that it might.

be feen from afar, in which they afterwards burned the victim whom
they had facrificed. Immediately they took up portions of the facred.

fire, and Strove with each other who mould carry it moSt fpeedilv to

their houfes. The priefts carried it to the greater temple of Mex-
ico, from whence all the inhabitants of that capital were fupplied with

it. During the thirteen days which followed the renewal of the fire,

which
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which were the intercalary days, interpofed between the paft and enfu-

ing century to adjufl the year with the courfe of the fun, they em-

ployed themfelves in repairing and whitening the public and private

buildings, and in furniming themfelves with new dreffes and domeftic

•utenfilst in order that every thing might be new, or at leaf! appear

to be fo, upon the commencement of the new century. On the firft

day of that'year, and of that century, which as we have already men-

tioned, correfponded to the 26th of February, for no perfon was it

lawful to tafte water before mid-day. At that hour the facrifices be-

gan, the number of which was fuited to the grandeur of the fettival.

Every place refounded with the voice of gladnefs and mutual congra-

tulations on account of the new century which heaven had granted to

them. The illuminations made during the firft nights were extremely

magnificent ; their ornaments of drefs, their entertainments, dances,

and public games, were fuperiorly folemn . Amongft the laft, amidft

an immenfe concourfe of people, and the moft lively demonftrations

of joy, the game of the flyers, which we mail defcribe in another

place, was exhibited ; in which the number of flyers were four, and

the number of turns which each made in his flight, thirteen, which

fignified the four periods of thirteen years, of which the century was

compofed.

What we have hitherto related concerning the feftivals of the Mexi-

cans, clearly evinces their fuperftitious character ; but it will appear

ftill more evident from the account we are now to give of the rites

which they obferved upon the birth of children, at their marriages, and

at funerals.

As foon as a child was born, the midwife, after cutting the navel-

ftring, and burying the fecundine, bathed it, faying thefe words;

Receive the water ; for the goddefs Chalchiuhcueje is thy mother. May

this bath cleanfe the/pots -which thou bearefi from the womb of thy 'mo-

ther, purify thy heart and give thee a good and perfecl life. Then ad-

dreffing her prayer to that goddefs, me demanded in fimilar words the

fame favour from her ; and taking up the water again with her right

hand, me blew upon it, and wet the mouth, head, and breaft of the

child with it, and after bathing the whole of its body, fhe faid : May

the invifible God defend upon this water, and cleanfe thee of every fin

S s 2 and
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^^J^1, and impurity, andfree theefrom evilfortune : and then turning to the

child, fhe fpoke to it thus : Lovely child, the gods Ometeu&li and
Omecihuatl have created thee in the higheji place of heaven, in order to

fend thee into the world; but know that the life on which thou art en-
tering isfad, painful, andfull of uneafmefs and miferies : nor will thou
be able to eat thy bread without labour : May God afjiji thee in the many
adverfities which await thee. This ceremony was concluded with con-
gratulations to the parents and relations of the child. If it was the

fon of the king, or of any great lord, the chief of his fubjeds came to

congratulate the father, and to wim the highefl profperity to his

child (*).

When the firft bathing was done, the diviners were confulted con-
cerning the fortune of the child, for which purpofe they were in-

formed of the day and hour of its birth. They confidered the na-

ture of the fign of that day, and the ruling fign of that period of
thirteen days to which it belonged, and if it was born at midnight,
two figns concurred, that is, the fign of the day which was juft con-
cluding, and that of the day which was juft beginning. After having
made their obfervations, they pronounced the good or bad fortune of
the child. If it was bad, and if the fifth day after its birth-day, on
which the fecond bathing was ufually performed, was one of the dies

infaufti, the ceremony was poftponed until a more favourable occafion.

To the fecond bathing, which was a more folemn rite, all the relations

and friends, and fome young boys were invited ; and if the parents

were in good circumftances, they gave great entertainments, and made
prefents of apparel to all the guefts. If the father of the child was a

military perfon, he prepared for this ceremony a little bow, four

arrows, and a little habit, refembling in make that which the child,

when grown up, would wear. If he was a countryman, or an artift,

(k) In Guatemala, and other furroianding provinces, the births of male children were cele-
brated with much folemnity and fuperllition. As foon as the fon was born a turkey was fa-

cvificed. The bathing was performed in fome fountain,, or river, where they made oblations
of copal^ and facrifices of parrots. The navel firing was cut upon an ear of maize, and with
a new knife, which was immediately after call into the river. They fowed the feeds nf that
ear, and attended to its growth with the utmoft care, as if it had been a fucred thing. What
was reaped from this feed was divided into three parts ; one of which was given to the di-

viner
;
of another part they made pap for the child, and the reft was preferred until the

ftine. child Ihoul j be old enough to be able to fo.v it,.

he
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he prepared fome inflruments belonging to his art, proportioned in fize BOOK Vfl .

to the infancy of the child. If the child was a girl, they furnifhed a lit- '
*~

~

tie habit, fuitable to her fex, a fmall fpindle, and fome other little inflxu-

ments for weaving. They lighted a great number of torches, and tfisi

midwife taking up the child, carried it through all the yard of the

houfe, and placed it upon a heap of the leaves of fword grafs, clofe by

a bafon of water, which was prepared in the middle of the yard, and

then undreffing it, faid : My child, the gods Omemeteudtli WOmecihuatl,

lords of heaven, have fent thee to this difmal and calamitous world.

Receive this water which is to give thee life. And after wetting its

mouth, head, and breaft, with forms fimilar to thofe of the firft bath-

ing, me bathed its whole body, and rubbing every one of its limbs,,

faid, Where art thou ill Fortune f In what limb art thou hid? Gofar

from this child. Having fpoke this, fee raifed up the child to offer it

to the gods, praying them to adorn it with every virtue. The firft

prayer was offered to the two gods before named, the fecond to the

goddefs of water, the third to all the gods together,, and the fourth to

die fun and the earth. You fun, me faid, father of all things that live-

upon the earth, our mother, receive this child, andprotect, him asyour own

Jon ; andfmce he is bornfor war (if his father belonged to the army),,

may he die in it, defending the honour of the gods ; fo may he enjoy in hea-

ven the delights which are preparedfor all thofe <<whofacrifice their lives

in fo good a canfi\. She then put in his little hands the inflruments of

that art which he was to exercife, with a prayer addreffed to the pro-

tecting god of the fame. The inflruments of the military art were bu-

ried in fome fields, where, in future, it was imagined the boy would.

ftrht in battle, and the female inflruments were buried in the houfe it-

feff, under the ftone for grinding maize. On this fame occafion, if

we' are to credit Boturini, they obferved the ceremony of paffing the

boy four times through the fire..

Before they put the inflruments of any art into the hands of the

child, the midwife requefled the young boys who had been invited, to

give him a name, which was generally fuch a name as had been fuggefled

to them by the father. The midwife then clothed him, and laid him

ia the CQZclli3 or cradle, praying Joalticitl, the goddefs of cradles, to

warm

^E33i
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warm llim and guard him in her bofom, and Joalteuclli, god of the
night, to make him fleep.

The name which was given to boys, was generally taken from the
fign of the day on which they were born (a rule particularly pradtifed
among the Mixtecas), as Nahuixochitl, or IV Flower, Macuilcoatl,
or V Serpent, and Qmecalli, or II Houfe. At other times the name
was taken from circumftances attending the birth

; as for inftance, one
of the four chiefs who governed the republic of Tlafcala, at the 'time
of the arrival of the Spaniards, received the name of Ciilalpopoca,
fmoking ftar

; becaufe he was born at the time of a comet's appear-
ance in the heavens. The child born on the day of the renewal of the
fire, had the name of Molpilli, if it was a male • if a female me was
called Xiuhneneth alluding in both names to circumftances attend-in o-

the feftival. Men had in general the names of animals ; women thofe
of flowers

j in giving which, it is probable, they paid regard both to
the dream of the parents, and the counfel of diviners. For the moft
part they gave but one name to boys ; afterwards it was ufual for them
to acquire a furname from their acfions, as Montezuma I. on account
of his bravery was given the furnames of Ilhuacamina and Tlacaeli.

When the religious ceremony of bathing was over, an entertain-
ment was given, the quality and honours of which correfponded with
the rank of the giver. At fuch feafons of rejoicing, a little excefs in
drinking was permitted, as the diforderlinefs of drunken perfons extended
not beyond private houfes. The torches were kept burning till they
were totally confumed, and particular care was taken to keep up the
fire all the four days, which intervened between the firft and fecond
ceremony of bathing, as they were perfuaded that an omiffion of fuch
a nature would ruin the fortune of the child. Thefe rejoicings were
repeated when they weaned the child, which they commonly did at
three years of age (I).

With refpecl to the marriages of the Mexicans, although in them,
as well as in all their cuftoms, fuperftition had a great mare, nothing,'
however, attended them which was repugnant to decency or honour!
Any marriage between perfons related in the firft degree of confan-

(/) In Guatemala it was ufual to make rejoicings as foon as the child began to walk, and
tor feven years they continued to celebrate the anniverfary of its birth.

guinity
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guinity or alliance, was ftrictly forbid, not only by the laws of Mexico, BOOK vl.

but alio by the laws of Michuacan, unlefs it was between coufins (/»).

The parents were the perfons who fettled all marriages, and none were

ever executed without their confent. When a fon arrived at an age

capable of bearing the charges of that ftate, which in men was from

the age of twenty to twenty-two years, and in v/omen from fixteen

to eighteen, a fuitable and proper wife was fingled out for him ; but

before the union was concluded on, the diviners were confulted, whor

after having confidered the birth-day of the youth, and of the young

girl intended for his bride, decided on the happinefs or unhappiniefs of

the match. If from the combination of figns attending their births*

they pronounced the alliance unpropitiou-s, that young maid was aban-

doned, and another fought. If, on the contrary, they predicted hap-

pinefs to the couple, the young girl was demanded of her parents by

certain women amcngft them called Cihuatlanqiu\ or folicitors, who.

were the moil elderly and refpectable amongft the kindred of the youth.

Thefe women went the firfl: time at midnight to the houfe of the dam-

fel, carried a prefent to her parents, and demanded her of them in a.

humble and refpeclful ftyle. The firfr demand, was, according to the.

cuflom of that nation,, infallibly refuted, however advantageous and

eligible the marriage might appear to the parents, who gave ibme plau-

iible reafons for their refufal. After a few days were paft, thofe wo-

men returned to repeat their demand, uling prayers and arguments alfo,.

in order to obtain their requeft, giving an account of the rank and.

fortune of the youth, and of what he would make the dowry of his

wife, and alfo gaining information of that which me could bring tct

the match on her part. The parents replied to this fecond requefl,,

(m) In the ivth book, tit. 2. of the third provincial council of Mexico, it is fuppofed that

the Gentiles of that new, world married with their lifters ; but it ought to be understood, that

the zeal of thofe fathers was not confined in- its exertions to. the nations of the Mexican em-
pire, amongft whom fuch marriages were not differed, but extended to the barbarous Cheche-

inecas, the Panuchefe, and to other nations, which were extremely uncivilized in their cuf-

toms. There-is not a doubt, that the- council alluded to thofe barbarians,, who were then (in.

115*5), in the pro ;refs of their, converfion to ChriiHanity, and not to the Mexicans and the na-v

lion* under fubjeition to them, who many years before the council were already converted.

Betides, in the interval of four years, between the conquerl of the Spaniards and the pxumul'v-

gation of the gofpel, many abufivc practices had been introduced among thofe nations never

before toierated under t Heir kings, as the religious mifflonaiies employed in their coaverfibn

site ft.

that



3
20 HISTORY OF MEXICO.

BOOK VI. that it was neceffary to confult their relations and connections, and to

find out the inclinations of their daughter, before they could come to

any refolution. Thefe female folicitors returned no more 3 as the pa-

rents themfelves conveyed, by means of other women of their kindred,

a dccifive anfwer to the party.

A favourable anfwer being at lalt obtained, and a day appointed for

the nuptials, the parents, after exhorting their daughter to fidelity

and obedience to her hufband, and to fuch a conduct in life as would

do honour to her family, conducted her with a numerous company and

mufic, to the houfe of her father-in-law ; if noble, me was carried in

a litter. The bridegroom, and the father and mother-in-law, received

her at the gate of the houfe, with four torches borne by four women.

At meeting, the bride and bridegroom reciprocally offered incenfe to

each other j then the bridegroom taking the bride by the hand, led

her into the hall, or chamber which was prepared for the nuptials.

They both fate down upon a new and curioufly wrought mat, which

was fpread in the middle of the chamber, and clofe to the fire which

was kept lighted. Then a priefl tied a point of the huepilli, or gown

of the bride, with the tilmatli, or mantle of the bridegroom, and in

this ceremony the matrimonial contract chiefly confided. The wife

now made fome turns round the fire, and then returning to her mat,

me, along with her hufband, offered copal to their gods, and exchang-

ed prefents with each other. The repalt followed next. The mar-

ried pair eat upon the mat, giving mouthfuls to each other alternately

and to the guefls in their places. When thofe who had been invited

were become exhilarated with wine, which was freely drank on fuch

occafions, they went out to dance in the yard of the houfe, while the

married pair remained in the chamber, from which, during four days,

they never ftirred, except to obey the calls of nature, or to go to the

oratory at midnight to burn incenfe to the idols, and to make obla-

tions of eatables. They palled thefe four days in prayer and falling,

drelfed in new habits, and adorned with certain enfigns of the gods of

their devotion, without proceeding to any act of lefs decency, fearing

that otherwife the punifhment of heaven would fall upon them. Their

beds on thefe nights were two mats of rulhes, covered with final 1

meets, with certain feathers, and a gem of Chalchihaitl in the middle

of
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of them. At the four corners of the bed green canes and fpines of the BOOK VI.

aloe were laid, with which they were to draw blood from their tongues

and their ears in honour of their gods. The priefts were the perfons

who adjufted the bed to fancYrfy the marriage; but we know nothing

of the myftery of the canes, the feathers, and the gem. Until the

fourth night the marriage was not confummated ; they believed it would

have proved unlucky, if they had anticipated the period of confum-

mation. The morning after they bathed themfelves and put on new

drefTes, and thofe who had been invited, adorned their heads with

white, and their hands and feet with red feathers. The ceremony was

concluded by making prefents of drefTes to the guefts, which were pro-

portioned to the circumftances of the married pair ; and on that fame

day they carried to the temple the mats, meets, canes, and the eatables

which had been prefented to the idols.

The forms which we have defcribed, in the marriages of the Mexi-

cans were not fo univerfal through the empire, but that fome provinces

obferved other peculiarities. In Ichcatlan, whoever was defirous of

marrying prefented himfelf to the priefts, by whom he was conducted

to the temple, where they cut off a part of his hair before the idol

which was worshipped there, and then pointing him out to the people,

they began to exclaim, faying, this man wipes to take a wife. Then

they made him defcend, and take the firft free woman he met, as

the one whom heaven deflined to him. Any woman who did not like

to have him for a hufband, avoided coming near to the temple at that

time, that fhe might not fubjeit herfelf to the neceffity of marrying

him : this marriage was only fingular therefore in the mode of feeking

for a wife.

Among the Otomies, it was lawful to ufe any free woman before

they married her. When any perfon was about to take a wife, if on

the fail night he found any thing about his wife which was difagree-

able to him, he was permitted to divorce her the next day j but if he

mewed himfelf all that day content with having her, he could not af-

terwards abandon her. The contract being thus ratified, the pdr re-

tired to do penance for pail offences twenty or thirty day?, during

which period they abfbined from moil of the pleafures of the fenfes,

drew blood from themfelves, and frequently bathed.

Vol. I. T t Among
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Among the Miztecas, befides the ceremony of tying the married

pair together by the end of their garments, they cut off a part of their

hair, and the hufnand carried his wife for a little time upon his back.

They permitted polygamy in the Mexican empire. The kings and

lords had numerous wives ; but it is probable, that they obferved all the

ceremonies with their principal wives only, and that with the reft the

effential rite of tying their garments together was fuflicient.

The Spaniih theologifts and canonifts, who went to Mexico imme-

diately after the conquefl, being unacquainted with the cuftoms of

thofe people, raifed doubts about their marriages ; but when they had

learnt the language, and properly examined that and other points of

importance, they acknowledged fuch marriages to be juft and lawful.

Pope Paul III. and the provincial council of Mexico, ordered, in

conformity to the facred canons, and the ufage of the church, that all

thofe who were willing to embrace Chriflianity, mould keep no other

wife but the one whom they had firft married.

However fuperftitious the Mexicans were in other matters, in the

rites which they obferved at funerals they exceeded themfelves. As foon

as any perfon died, certain mailers of funeral ceremonies were called,,

who were generally men advanced in years. They cut a number of

pieces of paper, with which they drefTed the dead body, and took a

glafs of water with which they fprinkled the head, faying, that that

was the water ufed in the time of their life. They then drafted it in

a habit fuitable to the rank, the wealth, and the circumftances attend-

ing the death of the party. If the deceafed had been a warrior, they

clothed him in the habit of Huitzilopochtli ; if a merchant, in that

of Jacatuetli; if an artift, in that of the protecting god of his art or

trade : one who had been drowned was drefTed in the habit of Tialoc
;

ore who' had been executed for adultery, in that of Tlazolteotl; and a

drunkard in the habit of Tezcatzoncatl, god of wrine. In fhort, as

Gornara has well obferved,. they wore more garments after they were

dead than while they were living.

With the habit they gave the. dead a jug of water, which was to

ferve on the journey to the other world, and alfo at fueceffive different

times, different pieces of paper, mentioning the ufe of each. On con-

iigning the firft piece to the dead, they faid : By means, of this you 'will':

pajs
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pafs without danger between the two mountains which fight againfi each book VI.

other. With the fecond they fai'd : By means of this you will walk
,~--'~y",~w

without obfiruclion along the road which is defended by the greatferpent.

With the third : By this you will go fccurely through the place, where

there is the crocodile Xochiional. The fourth was a fafe paflport through

the eight delerts ; the fifth through the eight hills ; and the iixth was

given in order to pafs without hurt through the fharp wind ; for

they pretended that it was neceflary to pafs a place called Itzehecajan,

where a wind blew fo violently as to tear up rocks, and fo fharp that

it cut like a knife ; on which account they burned all the habits which

the deceafed had worn during life, their arms, and fome houihold

goods, in order that the heat of this fire might defend them from the

cold of that terrible wind.

One of the chief and moft ridiculous ceremonies at funerals was the

killing a techichi, a domeftic quadruped, which we have already men-

tioned, refembling a little dog, to accompany the deceafed in their jour-

ney to the other world. They fixed a firing about its neck, believ-

ing that necefTary to enable it to pafs the deep river of Cbiuhnahuapan,

or New Waters. They buried the techichi, or burned it along with the

body of its mafler, according to the kind of death of which he died.

Wr
hile the mailers of the ceremonies were lighting up the fire in which

the body was to be burned, the other priefts kept finging in a melan-

choly ftrain. After burning the body, they gathered the afhes in an

earthen pot, amongft which, according to the circumftances of the de-

ceafed, they put a gem of more or lefs value; which they faid would

ferve him in place of a heart in the other world. They buried this

earthen pot in a deep ditch, and fourfcore days after made oblations of

bread and wine over it.

Such were the funeral rites of the common people j but at the death

of kings, and that of lords, or perfons of high rank, fome peculiar

forms were obferved that are worthy to be mentioned. When the king

fell lick, fays Gomara, they put a mafk on the idol of Huitzilopochtli,

and alio one on the idol of Tezcatlipoca, which they never took off

until the king was either dead or recovered ; but it is certain, that the

idol of Huitzilopochtli had always two mafks, not one. As foon as a

king of Mexico happened to die, his death was publifned in great

T t 2 form,
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. forrrl} and a{] the j or(j 3 w j10 refided at court, and alfo thofe who were
but a little diftant from it were informed of the event, in order that

they might be prefent at the funeral. In the mean time they laid the royal

corpfe upon beautiful curioufly wrought mats, which was attended
and watched by his domeflics. Upon the fourth or fifth day after,

when the lords were arrived, who brought with them rich dreffes,

beautiful feathers, and (laves to be prefcnted, to add to the pomp of
the funeral, they clothed the corpfe in fifteen, or more, very fine habits
of cotton of various colours, ornamented it with gold, filver, and
gems, hung an emerald at the under lip, which was to ferve in place
of a heart, covered the face with a malt, and over the habits were
placed the enfigns of that god, in whofe temple or area the allies were
to be buried. They cut off fome of the hair, which, together with
fome more which had been cut of? in the infancy of the king, they
preferved in a little box, in order to perpetuate, as they faid, the me-
mory of the deceafed. Upon the box they laid an image of the deceafed,

made of wood, or of ftone. Then they killed the Have who was his
chaplain, who had had the care of his oratory, and all that belonged
to the private worlhip of his gods, in order that he might ferve him
in the fame office in the other world.

The funeral proceffion came next, accompanied by all the relations

of the deceafed, the whole of the nobility, and the wives of the late

king, who teftified their forrow by tears and other demon fixations of
grief. The nobles carried a great ftandard of paper, and the royal arms
and enfigns. The prieffs continued fmging, but without any mufical
inftrument. Upon their arrival at the lower area of the temple, the
high-priefl:, together with their fervants, came out to meet the royal

corpfe, which, without delay, they placed upon the funeral pile,

which was prepared there for thatpurpofe ofodoriferous refmous woods,,
together with a large quantity of copal, and other aromatic fubftances.

While the royal corpfe, and all its habits, the arms and enfigns were
burning, they facrificed at the bottom of the flairs of the temple a

great number of flaves of thofe which belonged to the deceafed, and
alfo of thofe which had been prefented by the lords. Along with the.

flaves, they likewife facrificed fome of the irregularly formed men, whom
the king had collected in his palaces for his entertainment, in order

that
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that they might give him the fame pleafure in the other world ; and

for the fame.realbn they ufed alfo to facrifice fome of his wives («).

The number of the vidtims was proportioned to the grandeur of the fune-

ral, and amounted fometimes, as feveral hiftorians affirm, to two hundred.

Among the other facrifices the techichi was not omitted
;
they were

firmly perfuaded, that without fuch a guide it would be impoffible to

o-et through fome dangerous ways which led to the other world.

The day following the afhes were gathered, and the teeth which re-

mained entire; they fought carefully for the emerald which had been

hung to the under lip, and the whole, were put into the box with the

hair, and they depofited the box in the place deftined for his fepulchre.

The four following days they made oblatious of eatables over the fe-

pulchre ; on the fifth, they facrificed fome Haves, and alfo fome others

on the twentieth, fortieth, fixtieth, and eightieth day after. From

that time forward, they facrificed no more human victims ; but every

year they celebrated the day of the funeral with facrifices of rabbits,

butterflies, quails, and other birds, and with oblations of bread, wine,

copal flowers, and certain little reeds filled with aromatic fubftances,.

which they called acajetl. This anniverfary was held for four years.

The bodies of the dead were in general burned ; they buried the bo-

dies entire of thofc only who had been drowned, or had died of dropfy,

and fome other difeafes ; but what was the reafon of thefe exceptions

we know not.

There was no fixed place for burials. Many ordered their afhes to

be buried near to fome temple or altar, fome in the fields, and others

in thofe facred places of the mountains where facrifices ufed to be

made. The afhes of the kings and lords, were, for the moft part, de-

pofited in the towers of the temples (o), efpecially in thofe of the

{») Acofta fays (lib. v. cap. 8.) that at the funerals of lords, all the members of his fa-

mily were facrificed. But this is groily falfe and in itfelf incredible ;
for had this been the

cafe, the nobles of Mexico would have foon been exterminated. There is no record in the

Hiftory of Mexico, that at the death of the king of Mexico,, any of his brothers were facri-

ficed, as this author would intimate. How is it poffible they could pratfife fuch. cruelty when

the new king was ufually elefied from among the brothers of the deceafed.

(„) Solis, in his Hiftory of the Conqueft of Mexico, affirms, that the allies of the kings

were depofited in Chapoltepec ; but this is falfe, and contradicts the report of the conqueror

Cortes, whofe panegyric he wrote, of Bemal Dias, and other eye-witneffes of the contrary.

greater
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book vi. greater temple. Clofe to Teotihuacan, where there were many tem-

ples, there were alio innumerable fepulehres. The tombs of thofe

whofe bodies had been buried entire, agreeable to the teftimony of. the

anonymous conqueror who faw them, were deep ditches, formed with
ftorie and lime, within which they placed the bodies in a fitting pof-

ture upon icpalli, or low feats, together with the inftruments of their

art or profeffion. If it was the fepulchre of any military perfon, they
laid a ihield and fword by him ; if of a woman, a fpindle, a weaver's

ihuttle, and a xkalti, which was a certain naturally formed vefTd, of
wliich we (hall % more hereafter. In the tombs of the rich they put
gold and jewels, but all were provided with eatables for the long jour-

ney which they had to make. The Spanifh conquerors, knowing of
the gold which was buried with the Mexican lords in their tombs,
dug up feveral, and found coniiderable quantities of that precious me-
tal. Cortes fay in his letters, that at one entry which he made into

the capital, when it was belieged by his army, his foldiers found fif-

teen hundred Cajtellanos (pj, that is, two hundred and forty ounces of
gold, in one fepulchre, which was in the tower of a temple. The
anonymous conqueror fays alfo, that he was prefent at the digging up
of another fepulchre, from which they took about three thoufand Caf-
tellanos.

The caves of the mountains were the fepulehres of the ancient

Chechemecas ; but, as they grew more civilized, they adopted in this

and other rites, the cuftoms of the Acolhuan nation, which were
nearly the fame with thofe of the Mexicans.

The Miztecas retained in part the ancient ufage of the Chechemecas,

but in fome things they were lingular in their cuftoms. When any

of their lords fell lick, they offered prayers, vows, and facrifices for

the recovery of his health. If it was reftored, they made great re-

joicings. If he died, they continued to fpeak of him as if he was
ftill alive, and conducted one of his Haves to the corpfe, drafted him
in the habits of his mafter, put a mafic upon his face, and for one

whole day, paid him all the honours which they had ufed to render to

(p) The Spanifh goldfmiths divide the pound weight of gold into two Marchi, or into fix-

Seen ounces, or a hundred Cajlellanos ; confequently, an ounce contains 6| Caftellanos.

the
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the deceafed. At midnight, four priefts carried the corpfe to be buried BOOK VI.

in a wood, or in fome cavern, particularly in that one where they be-

lieved the gate of paradife was, and at their return they facrifked the

Have, and laid him, with all the ornaments of his tranfitory dignity,

in a ditch 3 but without covering him with earth.

. Every year they held a fefcival in honour of their laft lord, on which

they celebrated his birth, not his death, for of it they never fpoke.

The Zapotecas, their neighbours embalmed the body of the prin-

cipal lord of their nation. Even from the time of the firft Cheche-

mecan kings aromatic preparations were in ufe among thofe nations to

preferve dead bodies from fpeedy corruption ; but we do not know

that thefe were very frequent.

We have now communicated all that we know concerning the reli-

gion of the Mexicans. The weaknefs of their worfhip, the fuperiii-

tion of their rites, the cruelty of their facrifices, and the rigour of

their aufterities, will the more forcibly manifeft to their defendants,,

the advantages which are derived from a mild, chafte, and pure reli-

gion, and will difpofe them to thank eternally the Providence which,

has enlightened them, while their anceftors were left to perifh in dark.--

nefs and error.

BOOK
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youth.

'The political and military Government of the Mexicans, that is the
Kings, Lords, Electors, Amhaffadors, Dignities, and Magifrates

;

the Judges, Laws, and Puni/hments; the Military Force ; Agriculture,
Chace, Fijhing, and Commerce; the Games; the Drefs, Food, and
Boujhold Furniture ; the Language, Poetry, Mufic, and Dancing •

Medicine, Hi/lory, and Painting; Sculpture, Mojaic Works, and
Cajling of Metals ; Architecture, and other Arts of that Nation.

IN the public as well as private ceconomy of the Mexicans, the
traces which remain of their political difcernment, of their zeal for

juftice, and love of the public good, would meet with little credit,

were they not confirmed both by the evidence of their paintings, and
the attestations of many faithful and impartial authors, who were eye-

witneffes of a great part of that which they have written. Thofe who
are weak enough to imagine they can know the ancient Mexicans in

their defendants, or from the nations of Canada and Louifiana, will

be apt to confider the account we are to give of their refinement, their

laws, and their arts, as fables invented by the Spaniards. But that we
may not violate the laws of hiilory, nor' the fidelity due to the public,

we mall candidly fet forth all that which we have found to be authen-
tic, without any apprehenfion of cenfure.-

The education of youth, which is the chief fupport of a ftate, and
which heft unfolds the character of every nation, was amongft the.

Mexicans of fo judicious a nature as to be of itfelf fufficient to retort

the fupercilious contempt of certain critics upon themfelves, who be-

lieve the empire of reafon to be circumfcribed to the boundaries of Eu-
rope. In whatever we fay on this fubjecl we mail be guided by the

paintings of thofe nations, and their beft informed hiflorians.

Nothing, fays F. Acofla, has furprifed me more, or appeared more
worthy of memory and praife, than the care and method which the

9 Mexicans
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Mexicans obferved in the tuition of youth. It would be difficult, in- BOOK VII.

deed, to find a nation that has bellowed more attention on a point fo

important to every flate. It is true, they mixed fuperflition with their

precepts ; but the zeal they manifefted for the education of their chil-

dren, upbraids the negligence of our modern fathers of families ; and

many of the leflbns which they taught to their youth might ferve as

inflruCtion to ours. All the Mexican children, even thofe of the

royal family, were fuckled by their own parents. If the mother was

prevented from doing this by ficknefs, fhe did not employ a nurfe till

fhe was well informed both of her condition in life, and the quality of

her milk. They were accuflomed from infancy to endure hunger,

heat, and cold. When they attained five years of age, they were either

configned to the priefls, in order that they might be brought up in

the feminaries, which was the general practice with the children of

nobles, and even with thofe of the kings themfelves ; or if they were

to be educated at home, their parents began at that period to inftruct

them in the worfhip of their gods, and to teach them the forms by

which they were to pray and implore their protection. They were

led frequently to the temple, that they might become attached to reli«

gion. An abhorrence of vice, a modefty of behaviour, refpect to fu-

periors, and love of fatigue, were flrongly inculcated. They were even

made to fleep upon a mat ; and were given no more food than the necef-

iities of life required, nor any other clothing than that which decency

demanded. When they arrived at a certain age, they were inflructed in

the ufe of arms, and if their parents belonged to the army, they were

led to the wars along with them, that they might learn the military art,

and to banifh fear from their minds, by habituating themfelves to danger.

If their parents were hufbandmen, or artifts, they taught their children

their own profeffion. Girls were learned to fpin and weave, and ob-

liged to bathe frequently, that they might be always healthy and cleanly,

and the univerfal maxim was to keep the young of both fexes con-

flantly employed.

One x>f the precepts moft warmly inculcated to youth was, truth

in their words -, and whenever a lie was detected, the lip of the de-

linquent was pricked with the thorns of the aloe. They tied the

feet of girls who were too fond of walking abroad. The fan, who

Vol. I. U u was
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BOOK vii. wag difbbedient or quarrelfome, was beat with nettles, or received pit-

niihment in fame other manner proportioned, according to their judg-

ment, with the fault he had committed. -

- The fyftem of education agreeable to which the Mexicans trained up
their children, and the conftant attention with which they watched

their actions, may be traced in the {even paintings of the collection of

Mendo-za, included between the numbers forty-nine and fifty- feven.

In thcfe are exprefTed the quantity and quality of the food, which was

allowed them, the employments in which they were occupied, and
the puniihments by which their vices were corrected. In the fiftieth

painting is reprefented a boy of four years, who is employed by his

parents in fome things that are eafy to do, in order to inure him to fa^

tigue; another of five years, who accompanies his father to market,

carrying a little bundle on his back ; a girl of the fame age who begins

to learn to fpin ; and another boy of fix years whofe father employs

-him to pick up the ears of maize, which happen to lie on the ground.

ill the market-place.

In the fifty-firft painting are drawn a father who teaches his fon of

feven years of age to fifh ; and a mother, who teaches her daughter of

the fame age to fpin ; fome boys of eight years, who are threatened with

punifhment if they do not do their duty; a lad of nine years, whofe
father pricks feveral parts of his body, in order to correct his indoci-

lity of temper ; and a girl of the fame age, whofe mother only pricks

her hands -, a lad and a girl of ten years, whofe parents beat them with

a rod, becaufe they refufe to do that which they are ordered.

The fifty-fecond painting reprefents two lads of eleven years, who,

not being amended by other punifliments, are made by their fathers

to receive the fmoke of Chilli, or great pepper up their nofe ; a lad

of twelve years, whofe father, in order to panifh him for his faults,

keeps him a whole day tied upon a dunghill, and. a wench of the fame

age whofe mother makes her walk, during the night, all over the

houfe and part of the ftreets j a lad of thirteen years, whofe father makes
him guide a little vefiel laden with rufhes -, and a wench of the fame

age grinding maize by order of her mother ; a youth of fourteen years

employed by his father in hilling, and a young woman fet to weave,

by her mother.

In

t
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In the fifty-third painting, are reprefented two youths of fifteen

years, the one configned by his father to a prieft, to be inftradled in

the rites of religion ; the other to the Achcauhtl's, or officer of the mi-

litia, to be inflrucled in the military art. The fifty-fourth, (hews the

youth of the feminaries employed by their Superiors in fweeping the

temple, and in carrying branches of trees and herbs to adorn the faric-

tuaries, wood for the Slaves, ruihes to make feats, and Scones and lime

to repair the temple. In this fame painting, and in the fifty-fifth, the

different punilhments frifli£ted on youth, who have committed trefpaf-

fes, by their fuperiors, are alfo reprefented. One of them pricks a

youth with the fpines of the aloe for having neglecled his duty : two

priefts throw burning firebrands on the head of another youth, for hav-

ing been caught in familiar difcourfe with a young woman. They

prick the body of another with (harp pine flakes, and another for dis-

obedience is punifhed by having his hair burned. Laftly, is exhibited

a youth carrying the baggage of a prieft, who goes along with the

army to encourage the foldiers in war, and to perform certain Supersti-

tious ceremonies.

: Their children were bred to ftand fo much in awe of their parents,

that even when grown up and married, they hardly durft fpeak before

them. In fhort, the inftruclions and advice which they received

were of iuch a nature, that I cannot difpenfe with tranfcribing feme

of the exhortations employed by them, the knowledge of which was

obtained from the Mexicans themfelves by the firft religious miilion-

aries who were employed in their converfion, particularly Mo tolinia,

Olmos, and Sahagun, who^cquired a perfect knowledge of the Mexi-

can language, and made the raoft diligent inquiry into their manners

and cufloms.

" My fort," faid the Mexican father, " who art come into the light

« from the womb of thy mother like the chicken from the egg, and

" like it art preparing to fly through the world, we know not how

" long heaven will grant to us the enjoyment of that precious gem

« which we poffefs in thee ; but, however fhort the period, endeavour

" to live exadly, praying God continually to afiift thee. He created

" thee; thou art his property. He is thy Father, and loves thee ftill

" more than I do ; repofe in him thy thoughts, and day and night di-

ll u 2 " reel;

Sect. IF.
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" red thy fighs to him. Reverence and falute thy elders, and hold
" no one in contempt. To the poor and the diftrefTed be not dumb,
" but rather ufe words of comfort. Honour ail perfons, particularly
" thy parents, to whom thou oweft obedience, refped, and fervice.
" Guard againft imitating the example of thofe wicked fons, who,. like
" brutes that are deprived of reafon, neither reverence their parents, lif-

" ten to their inftru&ion, nor fubmit to their correction
; becaufe, who-

" ever follows their fteps will have an unhappy end, will die in a defperate
" or fudden manner, or will be killed and devoured by wild beafts.

" Mock not, my fon, the aged or the imperfect. Scorn not him
" whom you fee fall into fome folly or tranfgremon, nor make him re-
" proaches ; hut reftrain thyfelf, and beware left thou fall into the
" fame error which offends thee in another. Go not where thou art
" not called, nor interfere in that which does not concern thee. En-
,c deavour to manifeft thy good breeding in all thy words and a&ions.
" In converfation do not lay thy hands upon another, nor fpeak too
" much, nor interrupt or difturb another's difcourfe. If thou heareft
" any one talking foolifhly, and it is not thy bufinefs to correel: him,
" keep filence ; but if it does concern thee, confider firfl what thou art

" to fay, and do not fpeak arrogantly, that thy corredion may be well
" received.

" When any one difcourfes with thee, hear him attentively, and
" hold thyfelf in an eafy attitude; neither playing with thy feet, nor
" putting thy mantle to thy mouth, nor fpittmg too. often, nor look-
" ing about you here and there, nor rifing up frequently if thou art

" fitting i for fuch actions are indications of levity and low- breeding.
" When thou art at table do not eat voraciouily, nor mew thy dif-

" pleafure if any thing difpleafes thee. If any one comes unexpectedly
" to dinner with thee, mare with him what thou haft • and when any
" perfon is entertained by thee, do not fix thy looks" upon him.
" In walking, look where thou goeft, that thou mayft not pufh a-

" gamft any one. If thou feeft another coming thy way, go a little

" afide to give him room to pafs. Never ftep before thy elders, un-
1
lefs it be neceilary, or that they order thee to do fo.,^ 'When thou

' fitteft at table with them, do not eat or drink before tfeni, but attend
< to them in a becoming manner, that thou mayft merit their favour.

" When
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" When they give thee any thing, accept it with tokens of grati- BOOK VII.

tude : if the prefent is great, do not become vain or fond of it. If

the gift is imall do not defpife it, nor be provoked, nor occafion dif-

pleafure to them who favour thee. If thou becomeft rich, do not

grow infolent, nor fcorn the poor ; for thofe very gods who deny

riches to others in order to give them to thee, offended by thy pride,

will take them from thee again to give to others. Support thy--

felf by thy own labours ; ior then thy food will be fweeter. I, my
fon, have fupported thee hitherto with my fweat, and have omitted

no duty of a father j I have provided thee with every thing necef-

fary, without taking it from others. Do thou fo likewife.

"Never tell a falfehood; becaufe a lie is a heinous fin. When it

is neceffary to communicate to another what has been imparted to

thee, tell the fimple truth without any addition. Speak ill of no-

body. Do not take notice of the failings which thou obferveft in

others, if thou art not called upon to correct them. Be not a news-

carrier, nor a fower of difcord. When thou bearefl any embaffy, and

he to whom it is borne is enraged, and fpeaks contemptuoufly of thofe

who fent thee, do not report fuch an anfwer, but endeavour to {of-

ten him, and diffemble as much as pomble that which thou heardft,

that thou mayeft not raife difcord and fpread calumny of which

thou mayeft afterwards repent.

" Stay no longer than is neceffary in the market-place; for in fuch •

places there is the greateft danger of contracting vices.

" When thou art offered an employment, imagine that the propoial

is made to try thee ; then accept it not haftily, although thou knoweft

thyfelf more fit than others to exercife it j but excufe thyfelf until

thou art obliged to accept it j thus thou wilt be more efteemed.

" Be not diffolute ; becaufe thou wilt thereby incenfe the gods, and

they will cover thee with infamy. Reftrain thyfelf, my fon, as thou

art yet young, and wait until the girl, whom the gods deftine for

thy wife, arrive at a fuitable age : leave that to their care, as they

know how to order every thing properly. When the time for thy

marriage is come, dare not to make it without the confent of thy

parents, otherwife it will have an unhappy iffue.

" Steal not, nor give fchyfelf up to gaming; otherwife thou wilt be

a difgrace "to thy parents, whom thou ought rather to honour for

" the

n
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" the education they have given thee. If thou wilt be virtuous, thy

" example will put the wicked to fhame. No more, my fon ; enough
" has been laid in difcharge of the duties of a father. With tbefe

" counfeis I wifh to fortify thy mind. Rexufe them not, nor ad: in

" contradiction to them ; for on them thy life, and all thy happinefs,

" depend."

Such were the inftruc~tions which the Mexicans frequently inculcated

Exhortation t0 their fons. Hufbandmen and merchants gave their fons other ad-
of a Mexican °
mother to her vice regarding their particular prpfeffion, v/hich we, however, omit,

not to prove tedious to our readers ; but I cannot diipenfe with tran-

fcribing one of the exhortations made ufe of by mothers to their daugh-

ters, as it illuftrates their mode of education and manners.

" My daughter," faid the mother, " born of my fubftance, brought

" forth with my pains, and nourifhed with my milk, I have endea-

" voured to bring thee up with the greater! poilible care, .and thy

" father has wrought and polifhed thee like an emerald, that thou

" mayeft appear in the eyes of men a jewel of virtue. Strive al-

" ways to be good ; for otherwife who will have thee for a wife ? thou

" wilt be rejected by every one. Life is a thorny laborious path, and

" it is neceflary to exert all our powers to obtain the goods which the

" gods are willing to yield to us ; we mult not therefore be lazy or

" negligent, but diligent in every thing. Be orderly and take pains

" to manage the oeconomy of thy houfe. Give water to thy hufband

" for his hands, and make bread for thy family. Wherever thou goeft,

"' go with modefty and compofure, without hurrying thy fteps, or

" laughing with thofe whom tiiou meeteft, neither fixing thy looks

*' upoa them, nor calling thy eyes thoughtlefly, firft to one fide,

" and then to another, that thy reputation may not be fullied ; but

" give a courteous anfwer to thofe who falute and put any queftion

45
to thee.

" Employ thyfelf diligently in fpinning and weaving, in fewingand

" embroidering ; for by thefe arts thou wilt gain efteem, and all

" the neceffaries of food and clothing. Do not give thyfelf too

** much to fleep, nor feek the iliade, but go in the open air and there

" repofe thyfelf -

3 for effeminacy brings along with it idlenefs and

" other vices.

" In
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et In whatever thou doeft, encourage not evil thoughts ; but at- BOOK vn.

tend folely to the fervlce of the gods ; and the giving comfort to

thy parents. If thy father or thy mother calls thee, do not flay to be

called twice; but go inftantly to know their pleafure, that thou

mayft not difoblige them by flownefs. Return no infoient anlwers,.

nor Ihew any want of compliance ; but if thou canft not do what they

command, make a modcft exxufe. If another is called and does not

come quickly; come thou, hear what is ordered, and do it well.

Never offer thvfelf to do that which thou canft not do. Deceive

no perfon, for the gods fee all thy actions. Live in peace with every

bodv, and love every one iincerely and honeftly, that thou mayeft be

beloved by them in return.

" Be not greedy of the goods which thou haft. If thou feefl any-

thing prefented to another, give way to no mean fufpicions ; for the

gods, to whom every good belongs, diftribute every thing as they

pleafe. If thou wouldft avoid the difpleafure of others, let none

meet with it from thee.

" Guard againft improper familiarities with men ; nor yield to the-

guilty wilhes of thy. heart ; or thou wilt be the reproach of thy fa-

mily, and will pollute thy mind as mud does water. Keep not com-

pany with diilblute, lying, or idle women ; otherwife they will in-

fallibly infect thee by their example. Attend upon thy family, and do

not go on flight occaiions out of thy houfe, nor be £etn wandering

through the ftreets, or in the market-place; for in fuch places thou

wilt meet thy ruin. Remember that vice, like a poifonous herb,-

brings death to thofe who tafte it; and when it once harbours in

the mind it is difficult to expel it. If in palling through the ftreets

thou meeteft with a forward youth who appears agreeable to thee,.,

give him no correipondence,. but dinemble and pais on. If he fays-

any thing to thee, take no heed of him nor his words ; and if

he follows thee, turn not your face about to look at him,, left that.

mi'gtit inflame his paflion.more. If thou behaved 16., he will foon

turn and let thee proceed, in peace.

" Enter not, without fome urgent motive, into another's houfe,.

that nothing may be either laid or thought injurious to thy honour ;,

•but if thou entereft into the houfe of thy relations, falute them with,.

"reipect
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" refoedt-and do not remain idle, but immediately take up a fpindle to

" fpin, or do any other thing that occurs.

" When thou art married, refpect thy hufband, obey him, and dili-

" gently do what he commands thee. Avoid incurring his difpleafure,

" nor mew thyfelf -paiTionate or ill-natured; but receive him fondly

" to thy arms, even if he is poor and lives at thy exper.ce. If thy

44 hufband occafions thee any difguft, i:t him not know thy difpleafure

61 when he commands thee to do any thing ; but diiTemble it at that

" time, and afterwards tell him with gentlenefs what vexed thee,

" that he may be won by thy mildhefs and offend thee no farther.

" Diflionour him not before others ; for thou alfo wouldft be difho-

" noured. If any one comes to vifi-t thy hufband, accept the viiit

" kindly, and fhew all the civility thou canft. If thy hufband is

" fooiifh, be thou difcreet. If he fails in the management of wealth,

" admoniih him of his failings ; but if he is totally incapable of tak-

" ing care of his eftate, take that charge upon thyfelf, attend carefully

" to his pofleflions, and never omit to pay the workmen punctually:

" Take care not to lofe any thing through negligence.

" Embrace, my daughter, the couniel which I give thee; I am al-

Si ready advanced in life, and have had fufficient dealings with the

" world. I am thy mother, I wifh that thou mayeft live well. Fix

" my precepts in thy heart and bowels, for then thou wilt live happy.

" If, by not liftening to me, or by neglecting my inflructions any mif-

" fortunes befall thee, the fault will be thine, and the evil alfo. Enough,

" my child. May the gods profper thee."

Not contented with fuch inftructions and domeflic education, the

Mexicans fent their children to public fchools, which were clofe to

the temples, where they were inftructed for three years in religion and

good cuftoms. Befides this, almoft all the inhabitants, particularly

the nobles, took care to have their children brought up in the femi-

jiaries belonging to the temples, of which there were many in the cities

of the Mexican empire, for boys, youths, and young women. Thofe

.of the boys and young men were governed by prielts, who were folely

devoted to their education ; thofe for young women were under the

direction of matrons equally refpectable for their age and for their

manners. No communication between the youth of both kxes was

9 per-
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permitted j on the contrary, any tranfgreffion of that nature was fe- ^JZ!L
verely punifhed. There v/ere diftindt feminaries for the nobles and

plebeians. The young nobles were employed in offices which were

rather internal, and more immediately about the fandluary, as in fweep-

ing the upper area of the temple, and in ftirring up and attending to

the fires of the ftoves which were before the fandtuary. The others

were employed in carrying the wood which was required for the ftoves,

and the ftone and lime ufed in repairing of facred edifices, and in

other fimilar tafks : both were under ' the direction of fuperiors and

mailers, who inftrudted them in religion, hiftory, painting, mufic, and

other arts agreeable to their rank and circumftances.

The girls fwept the lower area of the temple, rofe three times in

the night to burn copal in the ftoves, prepared the meats which were

daily offered to the idols, and wove different kinds of cloth. They

were taught every female duty ; by which, befides baniming idlenefs

from them which is fo dangerous to the age of youth, they were ha-

bituated to domeftic labours. They flept in large halls in the fight of

the matrons, who governed them, and who attended to nothing more

zealoufly than the modefty and decency of their actions. When any male

or female pupil went to pay their refpedts to their parents, and which

cafe happened very feldom, they were not allowed to go by themfelves,

but were always accompanied by other pupils and their fuperior. After

liftening for a few moments with filence and attention to the inftrudtions

and advices which their parents gave them, they returned back to the

feminary. There they were detained until the time of marriage, which,

as we have already mentioned, was with young men from the age of

twenty to twenty-two, and with girls at eighteen or fixteen years.

When this period arrived, either the young man himfeif requefted

leave of the fuperior to go and get himfeif a wife, or, what was more

common, his parents demanded him for the fame purpofe, returning

thanks firft to the fuperior for the care he had taken of his inftrudtion

.

The fuperior, upon the difmiffion which he gave at the grand feihyal

©f Tezcatlipoca, to all the young men and women who were arrived

at that age, made them a difcourfe, exhorting them to a perfeverance

in virtue, and the difcharge of all the duties of the new ftate. The

virgins educated in thefe feminaries were particularly fought after for

wives, not only on account of their principles, but likewiie of the

Vol. I. X x
.
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youth who when arrived at the age of twenty-two, did not marrv was
efteerned to have devoted himfelf for ever to the fervice of the temples,

and if after fuch confederation of himfelf he repented of celibacy, and

defired to marry, he became infamous for ever, and no woman would
accept him for a hufband. In Tlafcala, thofe who, at the age fit for

marriage, refufed taking a wife were fhaven, a mark of the higheft dif-

honour with that nation.

The fons in general learned the trades of their fathers, and embraced

their profeffions. Thus they perpetuated the arts in families to the

advantage of the Hate. The young men who were deftined to the ma-
gistracy, were conducted by their fathers to tribunals, where they heard

the laws of the kingdom explained, and obferved the practice and forms-

of judicature. In the fixtieth picture of Mendoza's collection, are re-

prefented four judges examining a caufe, and behind them four young
<Teteu£fin

i
or Gentlemen, who are liftening to their decifion. The fons

of the king, and principal lords, were appointed tutors who at-

tended to their conduct, and long before they could enter into pofTef-

fion of the crown, or their flate, they were entranced with the govern-

ment of fome city, or fmaller flate, that they might learn by degrees

the arduous tafk of governing men. This was the cuftom as early as

the time of the firft Chechemecan kings ; for Nopal tzin, from the

time that he was crowned king of Acolhuacan, put his firft-born fon

Tlotzin in poffeffion of the city of Tezcuco. Cuitlahuac, the laft king of

Mexico, obtained the ftate of Ixtapalapan, and the brother of Monte-
zuma that of Ehecatepec, before they afcended the throne of Mexico,

Upon this bafe of education the Mexicans Supported the fabric of their

political fyftem which we are now to unfold.

From the time that the Mexicans, after the example of other neigh-

bouring ftates, placed Acamapitzin at the head of their nation, invert-

ing him with the name, the honours, and authority of royalty, the

crown of their kingdom was made elective; for which purpofe they

created fome time after four electors, in whole judgment and decifion

all the fufFrages of the nation were comprehended- Thefe were four

lords of the firft rank of nobility, and generally of the royal blood,

poffeffed likewife of prudence and probity adequate to the dilcharge of

fo important a function. Their office was not perpetual ; their electoral

power

Sect. VI.
The eleftion

oftheir-kinsrs.
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power terminated with the firft election, and new electors were immedi-

ately nominated, or the firft were re-chofen by the votes of the nobi-

lity If a deficiency happened in their number before the king died,

it was fupplied by a new appointment. In the time of king^Itz-

coatl two other oledors were added, which were the kings of Acol-

huacan and Tacuba j but their title was merely honorary. They ufu^

ally ratified the choice which was made by the four real electors ;
but

we do not know that they ever interfered otherwife with the eledtion.

That the electors might not be left too much at liberty, and in or-

der to prevent the inconveniencies arifing from parties and factions,

they fixed the crown in the family of Acamapitzin ;
and afterwards

eftaMifhed a law, that when the king died he mould be fucceeded by

one of his brothers, and on failure of brothers by one of his nephews,

or on failure of them by one of his coufins, leaving it in the option of

the eledors to chufe among the brothers, or nephews of the deceafed

kin- the perfon whom they mould think beft qualified to govern ;

by means of which law, they avoided numerous inconveniencies that

we have already mentioned. This law was obferved from the time of

their fecond, until the time of their laft king. Huitzihhuitl, the foil

of Acamapitzin, was fucceeded by his two brothers Chimalpopoca and

Itzcoatl- Itzcoatl by his nephew Montezuma Ilhuicamina; Monte-

zuma by' his coufm Axajacatl ; Axajacatl by his two brothers Tizoo

and Ahuitzotl; Ahuitzotl by his nephew Montezuma II
;

Monte-

yuma II by his brother Cuitlahuatzin, to whom laftly his nephew

Quauhtemotzin fucceeded. This feries of kings will appear more

diftiniUy in the table of genealogy which we have fubjoined

In the eledion of a king no regard was paid to the right of primo-

geniture At the death of Montezuma I. Axajacatl was elecled in

Reference to his elder brothers Tizoc and Ahuitzotl.

P
'no new king was eleded until the funeral of his predeceflor was

celebrated with due pomp and magnificence. As foon as the election

was made, advice was fent to the kings of Aco huacan and Tacuba m

order that they might confirm it, and alfo to the feudatory lords who had

been prefent at the funeral. Thefe two kings led the new chofen fo-

reign ^ the greater temple. The feudatory lords went firft with .

the enfigns of their dates ;
then the nobles of the court with the badges

X x 2 °*
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} the two allied kings followed next, and

behind them the king elect, ftript naked,, without any covering except

the maxtlatl, the girdle, or large bandage, about his middle. He af-

cended the temple, refting on the arms of two nobles of the court,

where one of the high-priefts, accompanied by the moft refpectable

officers of the temple, received him. He worshipped the idol of Huit-

zilopochtli, touching the earth with his hand, and then carrying it to

his mouth. The high-prieft dyed his body with a certain kind of ink,,

and fprinkled him four times with water which had been blefTed, ac-

cording to their rite, at the grand feftival of Huitzilopochtli, making

ufe for this purpofe of branches, of cedar and willow, and the leaves

of maize. He was clothed in a mantle, on which were painted fkulls

and bones of the dead, and his head was covered with two other

cloaks, one black, and the other blue, on which fimilar figures were

reprefented. They tied a fmall gourd to his neck, containing a certain,

powder, which they efteemed a ftrong prefervative againft difeafes, for-

eery, and treafon. Happy would that people be whofe king could carry

about him. fuch a prefervative.. They put afterwards a cenfer, and a.

bag of copal in his hands, that he might give incenfe to the idol with

them. When this act of religion was performed, during which the

king remained on his knees, the high-prieft fat down and delivered a

difcourfe to him, in which after congratulating him on his advance-

ment, he informed him of the obligation he owed his fubjects for hav-

ing raifed him to the throne, and warmly recommended to him zeal

for religion and juftice, the protection of the poor, and the defence of

Jais native country and kingdom. The allied kings and the nobles next

addreffed him to the fame purpofe ; to which the king anfwered with

thanks and promifes to exert himfelf to the utmoft of his power for

the happinefs of the ftate. Gomara, and other authors who have co-

pied him, affirm, that the high-prieft made him fwear to maintain

their ancient religion, to obferve the laws of his anceftors, and to make
the fun go his coilrfe, to make the clouds pour down rain, to make
the rivers run, and all fruits to ripen. If it is true, that they made
the king take fo extravagant an oath, it is probable, that they only

meant to oblige him to maintain a conduct worthy of thefe favours

from heaven.

9 After
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After hearing thefe addreffes, the king defcended with all his attend-

ants to the lower area, where the reft of the nobility waited to make

their obedience, and pay him homage in jewels and apparel. He was

thence conducted to a chamber within the inclofure of the temple

called Tlacatecco, where he was left by himfelf four days, during which

time he was allowed to eat but once a day ; but he might eat nefli or any

©ther'kind of food. He bathed twice every day, and after bathing he

drew blood from his ears, which he offered together with fome burnt

copal to Huitzilopochtli, making all the while conftant and earned

prayers to obtain that enlightenment of underftanding which was requi-

lite in order to govern his monarchy with prudence. On the fifth

day, the nobility returned to the temple, conducting the new king

to his palace, where the feudatory lords came to renew the inveftiture of

their fiefs. Then followed the rejoicings of the people, entertainments,,

dances, and illuminations.

To prepare for the coronation it was neceffary, according to the law

©f the kingdom, or the cuftom introduced by Montezuma 1. that the

new elected king mould go out to war, to procure the victims which were

neceffary for the facrifkes on fuch.an occaiion. They never were with-

out enemies on whom war might be made ; either from fome province

of the kingdom having rebelled, or from fome Mexican merchants

having been unjuftly put to death, or on account of fome infult having

been offered to the royal ambaffadors, of which cafes hiftory mews

many examples. The arms and enfigns which the king wore up-

on going to war, the parade with which his prifoners were con-

ducted to the court, and the circumftances which attended the fas?

crifice of them, mall be explained when we come to treat of the

military eflablifhment of the Mexicans; but we are entirely igno-

rant of the particular ceremonies which were ufed at his coronation..

The king of Acolhuacan was the perfon who put the crown upon his

head. The crown which was called by the Mexicans copilli* was a

fort of fmall mitre, the fore-part of which was raifed up, and termi-

nated in a point, and the part behind was lowered down, and hung

over the neck in the fame manner as is reprefented in the figures of

the kings given in this hiflory. It. was compofed of different mate^

rials, according to the pleafure of the. kings -

}
fometlmes made of thin

plates
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BOOK VII. plates of gold, fometimes wove with golden thread, and figured with

beautiful feathers . The drefs which he ufually wore in the palace was

the xiuhtilmatli, which was a mantle of a blue and white mixture.

When he went to the temple he put on a white habit. That which

he wore to affift at councils, and other public functions, varied ac-

cording to the nature and circumftances of the occafion -, one was ap-

propriated for civil eaufes, and another for criminal caufes ; one for

acts of juftice, and another for times of rejoicing : upon all thefe occa-

fions he regularly wore his crown. Every time he went abroad, he

was attended by a great retinue of nobility, and preceded by a noble,

who held up three rods made of gold and odorous wood, by which he

intimated to the people the prefence of their fovereign

.

The power and authority of the kings of Mexico was different at

different periods. In the beginning of the monarchy their power was

much circumfcribed, and their authority truly paternal, their conduct

more humane, and the prerogatives which they claimed from their fub-

jects extremely moderate. With the enlargement of their territory

they gradually increafed their riches, their magnificence, and pomp,

and in proportion to their wealth were likewife multiplied, as generally

happens, the burthens on their fubjects. Their pride occafioned them
.

to trefoafs upon the limits, which the confent of the nation had al-

lowed to their authority, until they arrived at that pitch of odious

defpotifm which appears to have marked the reign of Montezuma II.

but notwithilanding their tyranny, the Mexicans always preferved the

refpect which was due to the royal character, except that in the lalt

year but one of the monarchy, as will be related hereafter, when they

were no longer able to endure the meannefs of their king Montezuma,

his excerlive cowardice, and low fubmiffion to his enemies, they treated

him with contempt, and wounded him with arrows and ftones. The

pageantry and oflentatious grandeur of the laft Mexican kings may be

conceived from what we have faid of the reign of Montezuma, and

what we (hall farther fay in our account of the conqueft.

The kings of Mexico were rivalled in magnificence. by the kings of

Acolhuacan, as the latter were by the former in politics. The go-

vernment of the Acolhuan nation was almoft the fame with that of the

Mexicans ; but with refpect to the right of fucceflion to the crown

they
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they were totally different ; for in the kingdom of Acolhuacan, and BOOK VII.

the fame is to be underftood of Tacuba, the fons fucceeded to their

fathers, not according to their birth, but according to their rank; the

fons which were born of the queen, or principal wife, having been always

preferred to the reft. This rule was obferved from the time of Xo-

lotl, the firft Chechemecan king, until the time of Cacamatzin, who
was fucceeded by his brother Cuicuitzcatzin, through the intrigues of

Montezuma and the conqueror Cortes.

The king of Mexico, as well as the king of Acolhuacan, had three g EC. x
fupreme councils, compofed of perfons of the firft nobility, in which The royal

they deliberated upon affairs relating to the government of the pro- officers of ths

vinces, the revenues of the king, and to war, and in general the king c0Ult#

refolved upon no meafure of importance without having firft heard the

opinion of his counfellors. In the hiftory of the conqueft we fhall

find Montezuma in frequent deliberation with his council- on the.

pretenfions of the Spaniards. We do not know the number of mem-
bers of each council, nor do hiftorians furniih us with the lights ne-

ceflary to illuftrate fuch a fubjecT:. They have only preferved to us the

names of fome counfellors, particularly thofe of Montezuma II. In

the fixty-firft painting of the collection of Mendoza, are reprefented

the council-halls, and fome of the lords who compofed them.

Amongft the different minifters and officers of the court there was a

treafurer-general, whom they called Hueicalpixqui, or great major-

domo, who received all the tributes which were collected by the offi-

cers of the revenue in the provinces, and kept an.account of his receipts

anddifburfements in paintings, agreeable to the teftimony ofBernal Diaz,

who faw them. There was another treafurer for the gems and arti-

cles of gold, who was, at the fame time, director of the artifts who

wrought them ; and another for the works which were made of fea-

thers, the artifts of which laft employment had their work-mops in:

the royal palace of birds. There, was befides a provider-general of

animals, whom they called .Huejaminqui •> he had the charge of the

royal woods, and took care, that game was never wanting there ; and

that the royal palaces were never unprovided with every fort of ani-

mal. Concerning the other royal minifters and officers, we have

mentioned enough when we treated of the magnificence of Monte-
zuma..
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zuma II. and of the government of the kings of Acolhuacan, Te-

chotlala, and Nezahualcojotl.

For the office ofambafladors, they ahvays employed perfons who were

both noble and eloquent. Three, four, or more perfons were ufually

joined in this office, and, to procure refped, they wore certain badges by

which they were every where known, particularly a green habit made

like the fcapulary, or little cloak, which fome religious people wear, from

which hung fome locks of cotton. Their hair was twilled with beau-

tiful feathers, from which alfo hung fimilar locks of different colours.

In their right hands they carried an arrow with the point downwards

;

in the left "a fhield, and hanging at the fame arm a net, in which they

carried their provifion. In all the places through which they psffed,

they were well received, and treated with that diflinction which their cha-

racter demanded, provided they did not leave the great road which led to

the place of their deflination \ but if they ever deviated from it, they loft

their rights and privileges as ambafladors. When they arrived at the

place where they were to deliver their embaffy, they flopped before

they made entrance, and waited until the nobility of the city came

out to meet them, and condudt them to the Houfe of the Public, where

they were lodged and well entertained. The nobles burnt incenfe to

them, and prefented nofegays of flowers, and after they had repofed,

led them to the palace of the lord of that flate, and introduced them into

the hall of audience, where they were received by the lord himfelr,

and his counfellors, who were all feated in their places. After having

made a profound reverence to the lord, they fat down upon their heels

in the middle of the hall, and without faying a word, or lifting up

their eyes., they waited until a fign was made for them to fpeak. When

the fignal was given, the moil refpeftable amongfl the ambafladors,

after having made another bow to the lord, delivered his embaffy with

a low voice, in a ftudied addrefs, which was attentively heard by the

lord and his counfellors, who kept their heads fo much inclined, that

they appeared almoft to touch their knees. When the ambafladors

had finifhed their interview, they returned to the houfe where they were

lodged. In the mean while, the lord entered into confultation with

his counfellors, and communicated his anfwer to the ambafladors by

means of his miniflers • provided them abundantly with proviflons for

their
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their journey, made them alfo fome prefents, and caufed them to be BOOK vn.

efcorted out of the city by the lame perfons who had received them
v"~"~v

upon their arrival. If the lord, to whom the embafTy was fent, was

a friend to the Mexicans, it was confidered as a great difhonour not

to accept his prefents ; but if he was an enemy, the ambaffadors could

not receive them without the exprefs order of their matter. All thefe

ceremonies were not invariably obferved in embaffies, nor were all em-

baflies fent to the lords of cities or ftates ; for fome of them, as we

fhall mention hereafter, were fent to the body of the nobility, or to

the people.

The couriers whom the Mexicans frequently employed, made ufe Sect. XH.

of different enfigns according to the nature of the intelligence, or affair ^J^"
m

with which they were charged. If it was the news of the Mexicans

having loft a battle, the courier wore his hair loofe and difordered, and,

without fpeaking a word to any perfon, went ftraight to the palace,

where, kneeling before the king, he related what had happened. If it was

the news of a victory which had been obtained by the arms .of Mexico,

he had his hair tied with a coloured firing, and his body girt with a

white cotton cloth ; in his left hand a fhield, and in his right a fword,

which he brandifhed as if he had been in the a£t of engagement ;

exprefhng by fuch geftures his glad tidings, and finging the glorious

adions of the ancient Mexicans, while the people, overjoyed at feeing

him, led him with many congratulations to the royal palace.

In order that news might be more fpeedily conveyed, there were upon

all the highways of the kingdom certain little towers, about fix miles

diftant from each other, where couriers were always waiting in readinefs

to fet out with difpatches. As foon as thefirft courier was fent ofT, he

ran as fwiftly as he could to the firft ftage, or little tower, where he

communicated to another his intelligence, and delivered to. .him the

paintings which reprefented the news, or the affair which was the fub-

je<5t of his embafTy. The fecond courier ported without delay to the

next ftage, or little tower; and thus by a continued and uninterrupt-

ed fpeed of conveyance, intelligence was carried fo rapidly from place

to place, that fometimes, according to the affirmations made by feve-

ral authors, it reached the diftance of three hundred miles in one day-

It was by this means that frefh fifth were daily brought to Monte-

Vol. I. Y y
zuma
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BOOK VII. zuma II. from the gulf of Mexico, which is at lead upwards of

two hundred miles diftant from the capital. Thofe couriers were ex-

ercifed in running from their childhood -

y and in order to encourage

them in this exercife, the prieds, under whole difcipline they were

trained, frequently bedowed rewards on thofe who were victors in a

race.

With refpect to the nobility of Mexico and of the whole empire,
The nobility ^ g divided [n iQ feveral claries, which were confounded tog-ether by
and ri°:ht of-

1

the Spaniards under the general name of caziques \q). Each clafs had

its particular privileges and wore its own badges, by which means,

although their drefs was extremely iimple, the character of every per-

fon was immediately underdood. The nobles alone were allowed to

wear ornaments of gold and gems upon their cloaths, and to them ex-

clufively belonged, from the reign of Montezuma II. all the high of-

fices at court, in the magistracy, and the mod confiderable in the army.

The higheft rank of nobility in Tiafcala, in Huexotzinco, and iri

Cholula, was that of TeuBli. To obtain this rank it was necenary to

be of noble birth, to have given proofs in feveral battles of the utmoil

courage, to be arrived at a certain age, and to command great riches

for the enormous expences which were neceffary to be fupported by

the poffefTor of fuch a dignity. The candidate was obliged befides to

undergo a year of regular penance, confiding in perpetual fading and fre-

quent effufions of blood, and an abdinence from all commerce what-

loever with women, and patiently enduring the infults, the reproaches,,

and ill-treatment, by which fortitude andcondancy are put to the tefL

They bored the cartilage of his nofe, in order to fufpend from it cer-

tain grains of gold, which were the principal badge of this dignity..

On the day on which he came to the poffeffion of it, they dripped him

of the difinal habit which he had worn during the time of his pe-

nance, and drefied him in moft magnificent attire : they tied his hair

with a leathern ribband, died of a red colour, at which hung beauti-

ful feathers, and fixed alfo the grains of gold at his nofe. This ce-

remony was performed, in the upper area of the greater temple, by a

(7) The name cazique, which fignifics lord or prince, is derived from the Haitin tonguer

which was fpoke in the ifland of Hifpaniola. The Mexicans called a lord Tlatoanir nnd.& noble

Pilli and TeuJiU. &•

pried,
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prieft, who, after having conferred the dignity, made him a congratii

latory harangue. From thence he descended to the lower area, where

he joined with the nobility in a grand dance that was made there, and

which was fucceeded by a magnificent entertainment, which was given

at his expence to all the lords of the ftate, for whom befides the innu-

merable dreffes which were made in prefents to them, fuch an abund-

ance of meats were prepared, there were confumed upon the occafion,

agreeable to the accounts of fome authors, from one thoufand to fixteea

hundred turkies, a vail number of rabbits, deer, and other animals,

and an incredible quantity, of cocoas in different forts of beveridge, and

of the raoft choice and delicate fruits of that country. The title

&&M was added in the manner of a furname to the proper name of

perfons advanced to this dignity, as Cbecbemeca-t.'uBH, Pil-teuffli, and

others. The TeuStli took precedency of all others in the fenate, both

in the order of fitting and voting, and were permitted to have a fer-

vant behind them with a feat, which was efteemed a privilege of the

highefr. honour.

The titles of nobility amongft the Mexicans were for the moil part

hereditary. Even until the downfal of the empire many families that

were defcended of thofe illuftrious Aztecas who founded Mexico, pre-

ferved themfelves in great fplendour, and feveral branches of thofe moll

ancient houfes are ftill exifting, though reduced by misfortunes, and

obfeured and confufed amongft the vulgar (r). It is not to be doubted

that it would have been more wife policy in the Spaniards, if, inftead

of conducing women from Europe, and flaves from Africa, to Mexi-

co, they had endeavoured to form by marriages, between the Mexicans

and themfelves, one fingle individual nation. If the nature of this hif-

tory would permit, we could here give a demonstration of the advan-

tages which would have been derived to both nations from fuch an

(A It is impoffible to behold without regret, the Mate of degradation to which fome illuftri-

ous families of that kingdom have been reduced. Nat very long ago was executed a lockimith,

who was a defeendant of the ancient king, of Miehuacan : we knew a poor tay or m Mex.eo

who was defcended of a very noble houfe of Coyoacan, but had been deprived of the poffef-

iions which he inherited from his mutinous anceftors. Examples of this kind are not infre-

quent even among the royal families of Mexico, Acolhuacan, andTacuba; the repeated or-

ders which the juftice and clemency of the Catholic kings caufed to be made in their favour,

have not beenfufficient to protect them from the general calamity of their nation.

Y y 2 union,
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In Mexico, and through the whole empire almoft, excepting in the
royal family as we have already mentioned, the fons fucceeded to all

the rights of their fathers ; and on failure of fons the rights fell to

brothers, and if thefe were wanting, to nephews.

; , The lands of the Mexican empire were divided between the crown;
the nobility, the communities, and the Temples, and there were
paintings in which the property of each was diftinctly reprefented.

The lands of the crown were painted of a purple, thofe of the nobi-
lity of a fcarlet, and thofe of the communities of a yellow colour.
In thefe, at firft fight, the extent and boundaries of the different eftates.

were diftinguiihed. After the conquer!, the Spanifh magistrates made
ufe of thefe instruments to decide all difputes among the Indians con-
cerning the property or poffemon of lands..

Of the lands of the crown, which were called by the Mexicans Tec-
pantlalli, although the property was always veiled in the king, certain

lords called Tecpanpoubque, or Tecpantlaca, that h, people of the pa-
lace, enjoyed the temporary ufe and profits. Thefe lords did not pay
any tribute, nor gave any thing elfe to the king than nofegays of flow-
ers and different kinds of birds, which they prefented to him in tokea
of their vaffalage every time that they made him a vifit ; hut they wers
obliged to repair and rebuild the royal palaces whenever, it was ne*
ceifary, and to cultivate the gardens of the king,, by affifting with
their dire&ions the populace of their diflriclin that labour. They were
obliged befides to pay court to the king, and to attend upon him every,

time that he appeared in public, and were therefore, highly efleemed
by all. When any of thofe lords died, his firft-born fan entered into

poffeffion of the lands, and into, all the obligations of his father ; but
if he went to eftablifh himfelf in another place, he loft thefe rights,,

and the king then granted them, to another ufufrucT:uary ;. or left the
choice of one to the judgment of the community in, whole diflricl: the
lands were Situated.

The lands which they called pi/Mi, that is, lands of the nobles,
were the ancient poSTeffions of the nobles, tranfmitted by inheritance
from father to fon, or were rewards obtained from the kin? in recom-
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penfe of fervices done to the crown. The firft and the laft could for BOOK vir.

the moft part alienate their poffeffions, but they were not allowed to

give away or fell them to plebeians; we fay for the moft part, becaufe

amongft thefe lands there were fome granted by the king under a con -

dition not to alienate them, but to leave them in inheritance to their

fons..

Receding the inheritance of ftates-, regard was paid to priority of

birth ; but if the firft-born fpn was incapable of managing the poffef-

fions, the father was entirely at liberty to appoint any other fon his

heir, provided that he fecured a provifion for the reft. The daughters,

at leaft in Tlafcala, were not allowed to inherit, that the ftate might

never fall under the government of a ftranger. Even after the con-

quer!: of the Spaniards, the Tlafcalans were fo jealous of preferving the

ftates in their families, that they refufed to give the inveftiture of one

of the four principalities of the republic to D. Francifco Pimentel,

nephew of Coanacatzin, king of Acolhuacan (s), married with donna

Maria Maxicatzin, niece to prince Maxicatzin, who, as we fhall af-'

terwards find, was the chief of the four lords that governed that re-

public at the arrival of the Spaniards. The fiefs commenced in that

kingdom at the time that king Xolotl divided the lands of Anahuac

among the Chechemecan and Acolhuan lords, under the feudal condi-

tions-, that they -would preferve inviolable fidelity, acknowledge his fu<-

preme authority, and their obligation to affift their fovereign whenever

it mould be neceffary with their perfons, with their property, and their

vaifals. In the Mexican empire, as far as we can find, real -fiefs were-

few in number ; and if we are to fpeak in the ftricl: fenfe of the civil

law,, there were none at all j for they were neither perpetual in their

nature, as every year it was neceffary to repeat the form of inveftiture-,

nor were the vaifals of feudatories exempted from the tributes, which

were, paid to the king, by the other vaftals of the. crown..

The lands which were called Altepetlalli, that is, thofe of the com-

munities of cities and villages, were divided into as many parts as there.

(s) Coanacotzin, king of Acolhuacan, was the father of don Ferdinando Pimentel, who had

don.Francefeo born to him by a Tlafcalan lady. It is to be obferved, that many of the Mexi7

cans,. particularly the. nobles, upon being baptifed, added to their. Chriftian name a Spaniffi

furname..

were-

1, 1
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Sect. "XV.
The tributes

and taxes laid

on the fub-

BOOK VII. were diilricts In a city, and every diftridl poffeiTed its own part entirely

diftincl: from, and independent of the others. Thefe lands could not

be alienated by any means whatever. Some of them were allotted to

fumifli proviiions for the army in time of war -

} thofe were called Me/-

chimallt, or Cacalomi/li, according to the kind of provifions which they

fupplied. The catholic kings have affigned lands to the fettlements of

the Mexicans {t), and made proper laws to fecure to them the perpe-

tuity of fuch pofleffions ; but at prefent many villages have been de-

prived of them by the great power of feme individuals, afiifted by the

iniquity of fome judges.

Ail the provinces that were conquered by the Mexicans were tribu-

tary to the crown, and contributed fruits, animals, and the minerals

of the country, according to the rate prefci'ibed them ; and all mer-
jec^s of the

c|iants befides paid a part of their merchandizeSj and all artifes a cer-
crown* £ *

tain portion of their labours. In the capital of every province was a

houfe allotted for a magazine to contain the corn, garments, and all the

other effects, which the revenue ofdeers colle&ed in the circle of each

diftricl:. Thefe officers were univerfally odious on account of the dif-

irefles which they brought on the tributary places. Their badges of*

diilinction were a little rod which they carried in one hand, and a fan

of feathers in the other. The treafurers of the king had paintings,

in which were defcribed all the tributary places, and the quantity and

quality of the tributes. In the collection made by Mendoza, there

are thirty-fix paintings of this kind («), and in each of thefe are repre-

ferred the principal places of one, or of many provinces of the empire.

Befides an exceffive number of cotton garments, and a certain quan-

tity of corn and feathers, which were the ufual taxes laid on almoft all

tributary places, many other different things were paid in tribute ac-

cording to the produce of different countries. In order to give

(/) The royal laws grant to every Indian village, or fettlement, the territory which fur-

rounds them to the extent of fix hundred Caftilian cubits, which are equal to two hundred

and fifty- feven Parifian perches.

(a) The thirty-fix paintings begin with the 13th, and end with the 48th. In the copy of

them published by Thevenot, the 2 1 ft and 23d are wanting, and for the mod part the figures

of the tributary cities. The copy p iblifhed in Mexico in 1770, is Mil lefs perfect, for it wants

the 2 1 ft, 22d, 38th, 39th, and 40th of Mendoza's Collcftion, befides a number of errors in

the interpretations ; but it has the advantage over Thevenot's of having the figures of the ci-

ties, and of being all executed on plates.

our
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our readers forne idea of them, we {hall mention forne of the taxes BOOK VIL

which are reprefented in thefe paintings.

The cities of Xoconocbo, Huebuetlan, Mazatlan, and others upon

the coaft, paid aunually to the crown, befides the drefies made of cot-

ton, four thoufand handfuls of beautiful feathers of different colours,

two hundred bags of cocoas, forty tygers fkins, and a hundred and

fixty birds of certain particular colours. Huaxjacac, Cojolapan.

Atlacuechahuajan, and other places belonging to the Zapotecas, paid

in tribute forty plates of gold of a certain fize and thicknefs, and

twenty bags of cochineal. Tlacbquiaucho, Azotlan, twenty vafes of

a certain meafure full of gold in powder. Tocbtepec, Otlatitlan> Co-

zamalloapan, Michapan, and other places upon the coaft of the Mexi-

can gulf, befides the garments of cotton, gold, and cocoas, were ob-

liged to contribute feventy-four thoufand handfuls of feathers, of dif-

ferent colours and qualities, fix necklaces, two of the fined emeralds,

and four of thofe which were ordinary ; twenty ear-rings of amber,

adorned with gold, and as many of cryftal ; a hundred fmall cups or

jugs of liquid amber, and fixteen thoufand balls of ule, orekftic gum.

Tepejacacy <%uecholacy Tecamacbalco, Acatzinco, and other places of

thofe regions, furnifhed four thoufand facks of lime, four thoufand

loads of atatli, or folid canes, fit to be ufed in buildings, and as many

loads of the fame canes of a fmaller fize, fit for making darts, and eight

thoufand loads of acajetl, or little reeds, full of aromatic fubitances.

Malinaltepec, Tlalcozauhtitlan, Olinallan, Ichcatlan, Quakic, and

other places of fouthern hot countries, fix hundred cups of honey,

forty large bafons of tecozahuhl, or yellow ochre, fit for painting, a

hundred and fixty axes of copper, forty round plates of gold, of a cer-

tain diameter and thicknefs, ten fmall meafures of fine turquoifes, and

one load of ordinary turquoifes. ^tiaubnabuac, Pancbimalco, Atla-

cboloajan, Xiuhtepec, Huitzilac, and other places belonging to the Tla-

htticas, fixteen thoufand pieces, or large meets of paper, and four

thoufand xicalli (natural vafes, of which we fhall treat hereafter), of

different fees. §>uauhtit!an, Tehuillojocan, and other places which

were neighbouring to them, eight thoufand mats, and as many feats

or chairs. Other places contributed fuel, ftone, a certain number of

beams and planks fit for buildings, and a certain quantity of copal, &c.

Some
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woods a certain number of birds and quadrupeds, namely, the people

of Xilotepec, Micbmalajan, and other places in the country of the Oto-

mies, which laft were obliged to fend the king every year forty live

eagles. Concerning the Matlatzincas we know that when they were

brought under fubjection to the crown of Mexico by king Axajacatl,

befides the tribute which they are reprefented to have paid, in the

twenty-feventh painting of the collection of Mendoza, the further

burthen was impofed on them of cultivating a field about {even hun-

dred perches long and half as broad, for the purpofe of furnifhing the

royal army with provirions. To conclude, a part of every thing ufe-

ful, which was found in the kingdom, either amongft the productions

of nature or art, was paid in tribute to the king of Mexico.

Thefe large contributions, the great prefents which the governors

of provinces, and the feudatory lords made to the king, together with

the fpoils of war, formed the great riches of his court which ex-

cited fo much admiration in the Spanifh conquerors, and occafioned fo

much mifery to his unfortunate fubje&s. The tributes which were at

firft moderate and eafy, became at laft. exceffive and enormous ; for the

pride and pomp of the kings kept pace with their conquefts. It is

true, that a great part, and perhaps the greateft part of thefe reve-

nues was expended for the benefit of the fame fubjects in the fupport

of a great number of minifters and magiftrates for the admin iftration

of juftice, in the reward of thofe who had done fervices to the ftate,

in the relief of the indigent, particularly widows and orphans, and

men grown feeble with age, which were the three clailes of people

mod compaffionated by the Mexicans, and alfo by opening the royal

o-ranaries in times of great fcarcity to the nation ; but how many of

thofe unhappy people who were unable to pay the tributes demand-

ed from them muft have funk under the weight of their mifery, while

the royal beneficence did not reach them ? To oppreflive taxes were

added the greateft rigour in collecting them. Whoever did not pay the

tribute prefcribed was fold for a Have, in order to purchafe with his

liberty what he could not gain by his induftry.

For the adminiftration of juftice, the Mexicans had various tribunals

and judges. At court, and in the more confiderable places of the

king-
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kingdom, there was a fupreme magiftrate named GihuacoatU whofe au» book vn,

thority was fo great that from the fentences pronounced by him, either

in civil or criminal caufes, no appeal could be made to any other tri-

bunal, not even to majefty. He had the appointment of the inferior

judges, and the receivers of the royal revenues within his diftrict, ren-

dered in their accounts to him. Any one who either made ufe of his

enfigns, or ufurped his authority, was punifhed with death.

The tribunal of the tlacatecatl, though inferior to the firft, was ex-

tremely refpeclable, and compofed of three judges, namely of the Tla-

catecatl, who was the chief, and from whom the tribunal took its

name, and of two others who were called Quauhnochtli and Tlangtiac.

They took cognizance of civil and criminal caufes in the firft and fe-

cond inftance, although fentence was pronounced in the name only of

the Tlacatecatl. They met daily in a hall of the houfe of the public,

which was called Tlatzontecojan, that is, the place where judgment is

given, to which belonged porters and other officers of juftice. There

they liftened with the utmoft attention to litigations, diligently examined

into caufes, and pronounced fentence according to the laws. If a

caufe was purely civil, there was no appeal from that court ; but if

the caufe was of a criminal nature, an appeal lay to the Cihuatcoatl.

The fentence was publimed by the Tepojotl, or public cryer, and was

executed by the Quaunochtli, who, as we have already mentioned, was

one of the three judges. The public cryer, as well as the executive

minifter of juftice, was held in high efteem amongft the Mexicans,

becaufe they were confidered to be the reprefentatives of the king.

In every diftrift of the city refided a Teufili, who was deputy of the

tribunal of Tlacatecatl, and was eleded annually by the commons of

that diftrid. He took cognizance, in the firft inftance, of the caufes

within his diftrift, and daily waited upon the Cihuacoatl, or the Tla-

catecatl, to report to him every thing which occurred, and to receive

his orders. Befides thefe Teuclli, there were in every diftri<3 certain

commiflaries, eleded in the fame manner by the commons of the diftridr,

and named CenteBUpxyw j but they, from what appears to us, were

not judges, but only guardians, charged to obferve the conduct of a

certain number of families committed to their care, and to acquaint the

magiftrates with every thing that pafled. Next to the Teudli were

Vol. I.
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the Taquitlatoqite, or the runners, who carried the notifications of the

magiftrates, and fummoned guilty perfons, and the Topilli or the of-

ficers who apprehended and made prifoners.

In the kingdom of Acolhuacan, the judicial power was divided a-

mongft few&n principal cities. The judges remained in their tribunals

from fun-rife until evening. Their meals were brought to them in

the tribunal-hall, and that they might not be taken off from their em-
ployment, by giving attendance upon their families, nor have any
excufe for being corrupted, they were, agreeable to the ufage in the

kingdom of Mexico, afligned pofTefiions and labourers, who cultivat-

ed their fields. Thofe poffeffions, as they belonged to the office, not
to the officer, did not pafs to his heirs but to his fucceffors in that ap-

pointment. "In caufes of importance they durft not pronounce fen-

tence, at leaff. not in the capital, without giving information to the

king. Every Mexican month, or every twenty days, an affembly of

all the judges was held before the king, in order to determine all caufes

then undecided. If from their being much perplexed and intricate

they were not finiihed at that time, they were referved for another ge-
neral affembly of a more folemn nature, which was held every eighty

days, and was therefore called NappapfallatolH, that is, the Conference

of Eighty, at which all caufes were finally decided, and in the prefence

of that whole affembly, punifhment was inflicfed on the guilty. The
king pronounced fentence by drawing a line with the point of an arrow

upon the head of the guilty perfon, which was painted on the procefs.

In the tribunals of the Mexicans the contending parties made their

own allegations : at leaff. we do not know that they employed any other

advocates. In criminal caufes the accufer was not allowed any other

proof than that of his witneffes ; but an accufed perfon could clear

himfelf from guilt by his oath. In difputes about the boundaries of

pofTefiions, the paintings of the land were confulted as authentic

writings.

All the magiftrates were obliged to give judgment according to the

laws of the kingdom which were reprefented by paintings. Of thefe

we have feen many, and have extracted, from them apart of that which
we fhall lay before our readers on the fubjedt. The power of making
laws in Tezcuco belonged always to the kings, who made thofe which

they
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they published, be rigoroufly obferved. Amongft the Mexicans, the

firft laws were made, from what we can difcover, by the body of the no-

bility j but afterwards the kings became the legiflators of the nation,

and while their authority was confined within moderate limits, they*

were zealous in the obfervance of thofe laws which they or their an-

ceftors had promulgated. In the hit years of the monarchy defpotifm

altered, and changed them at caprice. We mail here enumerate thofe

which were in force at the time the Spaniards entered into Mexico.

In fome of them much prudence and humanity and a ftrong attach-

ment to good cuftoms will be difcovered; but in others an excefs of

rigour which degenerated into cruelty.
&
A traitor to the king or the ftate was torn in pieces, and his rela-

tions who were privy to the treafon, and did not difcover it, were de-

prived of their liberty.

Whoever dared in war, or at any time of public rejoicing, to make

ufe of the badges of the kings of Mexico, of Acolhuacan, or Ta~

cuba, or of thofe of the Cihuacoatl, was punimed with death, and

his goods confifcated.

Whoever maltreated an ambaflador, minifter, or courier belonging

to the king, fuffered death s
but ambafiadors and couriers were forbid

on their part to leave the high road, under pain of lofing their pri-

vileges. - :
-

,

The punifhment of death was infixed alfo on thofe perfons who oc-

cafioned any fedition amongft the people ; on thofe who carried off, or

changed the boundaries placed in the fields by public authority; and

likewife on judges who gave a fentence that wasunjuft, or contrary to

the laws, or made an unfaithful report of any caufe to the king, or a

fuperior magiftrate, or allowed themfelves to be corrupted by bribes.

He who in war committed any hoftility upon the enemy without

the order of his chief, or attacked them before the fignal for battle was

given, or abandoned the colours, or violated any proclamation publifh-

ed to the army, was infallibly beheaded.

He who at market altered the meafures eftablifhed by the magis-

trates, was guilty of felony, and was put to death without delay in the

fame place.

Z z 2 " mur"

355

BOOK V1L

Sect.XVIL
Peaal laws.

sa



356

book vi r.

HISTORY OF MEXICO.
A murderer forfeited his own life for his crime, even although the

perfon- murdered was but a Have.

He who killed his wife, although he caught her in adultery, fuffered

death ; becaufe, according to them, he ufurped the authority of the
magistrates, whofe province it was to take cognizance of mifdeeds, and
punim evil-doers.

Adultery was inevitably punifhed with death. Adulterers were
ftoned to death, or their heads were bruifed between two ftones. This
law which prefcribed that adulterers mould be ftoned to death, is one
of thofe which we have feen reprefented in the ancient paintings which
were preferved in the library of the fupreme college of Jefuits at Mexi-
co. It is alfo reprefented in the laft painting of the collection made
by Mendoza, and is taken notice of by Gomara, Torquemada, and
'other authors. But they did not confider, nor did they punifh as adul-
tery, the trefpafs of a hufband with any woman who was free, or not
joined in matrimony : wherefore the hufband was not bound to fo much
fidelity as was exacted from the wife. In all places of the empire this
crime was punifhed, but in fome places with greater feverity than in
others. In Ichoatlan, a woman who was accufed of adultery was
fummoned before the judges, and if the proofs of her crime were fatif-

fadtory, me received punimment there immediately; fhe was torn in
pieces, and her limbs divided amongft the witneffes. In Itztepec in-
fidelity in a woman was punifhed according to the fentence of the ma-
giftrates by her hufband, who cut off her nofe and her ears. In fome
parts of the empire the punimment of death was inflifted on the huf-
band, who cohabited with his wife, after it was proved that fhe had
violated her fidelity.

No divorce was lawful without the permiffion of the judges. He
who defired to divorce his wife, prefented himfelf before the tribunal
and explained his reafons for it. The judges exhorted him to concord,
and endeavoured to diffuade him from a feparation

; but ifhe perfifted in.

his claim, and his reafons appeared jufl, they told him that he might
do that which he mould judge moft proper, without giving their au-
thority for a divorce by a formal fentence. If after all he divorced
her, he never could recover her nor be united to her again.

Thofe
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Thofe who were guilty of inceft with their neareft of blood, or rela- BOOK VII.

tions, were hanged, and all marriages between perfons fo nearly con-

nected were ftridtly forbid by law, excepting marriages between brothers

and fiflers-in-law j for amongft. the Mexicans, as well as amongft the

Hebrews, it was the cuflorn that the brothers of the deceafed hufband

might marry with their widowed fifters-in-law j but there was great

difference in this practice of thefe two nations ; for amongft the He-

brews fuch a marriage could only happen in one cafe, that was where

the hufband died without illhe ; amongft the Mexicans on the contrary,

it was necefTary that the deceafed, mould leave children, of whofe edu^

cation the brother was to take charge,, entering into all the rights of a

father. In. ibme places which were diftant from the capital, the no-

bles were accuftomed to marry their widowed mothers-in-law, pro-

vided their fathers had. not. had children by them.; but in the capitals

-€)f Mexico and. Tezcuco, and the places neighbouring to them, fuch

marriages were deemed inceftuous, and punifhed with feverity.

Any perfon guilty of a deteftable crime was hanged ; if a prieft, he

was burnt alive. Amongft all. the nations of Anahuac, excepting the

Panuchefe, this crime was held in abomination, and was punifhed by

them all with rigour. Neverthelefs, vicious men, in order to juftify

their own exceffes, have defamed all the nations of America with this

horrid vice ; but this calumny, which feveral Europeans authors have

too readily admitted to be juft, is proved to be falfe by the tefti-

mony of many other authors, who are more impartial and better in-

formed (
:
x)..

The prieft, who, during the time that he was dedicated, to the fer-

vice of the temple, abufed any free woman, was deprived of the prieft-

hood and banifhed.

If any of the young men, or young women, who were educating in

the feminaries-, were guilty of incontinence, they were liable to a fevere

puniftiment, and even to fuffer death, according to the report of fome

authors. But, on the other hand, there was no punifhment whatever,

prefcribed for fnnple fornication, although the evil tendency of an ex-

cefs of this kind was not unknown to them; and fathers frequently

(x) See what we have faid in our DifTertations refpefting the author who has revived thii

atrocious calumny upon the Americans.,

admo~-
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bawd in the market-place with pine torches, and fmeared her head

with the refm of the fame wood. The more refpedtable the perfons

were to whom fhe ferved in this capacity, fo much the greater was the

punifhment.

According to the laws, the man who drefTed himfelf like a woman,
or the woman who drefTed herfelf like a man, was hanged.

The thief of things of fmall value met with no punifhment, except-

ing that of being obliged to reftore what he had ftolen ; if the things

were of great value, he was made the flave of the perfon whom he had

robbed. If the thing ftolen did no longer exift, nor the robber had

any goods by which he could repay his robbery, he was ftoned to death.

If he had ftolen gold or gems, after being conducted through all the

ftreets of the city, he was facrificed at the feftival which the gold-

fmiths held in honour of their god Xipe. He who Hole a certain

number of ears of maize, or pulled up from another's field a certain

number of ufeful trees, was made a flave of the owner of that field (y) j

but every poor traveller was permitted to take of the maize, or the fruit-

bearing trees, which were planted by the fide of the highway, as much
as was fufficient to fatisfy immediate hunger.

He who robbed in the market, was immediately put to death by the

baftinado, in the market-place.

He alio was condemned to death, who in the army robbed anolher

of his arms or badges.

Whoever upon finding a ftrayed child, made it a flave, and fold it to

another, as if it were his own, forfeited by that crime his liberty and

his goods, one half of which was appropriated to the fupport of the

child, and the other half was paid to the purchafer that he might fet

the child at liberty. Whatever number of perfons were concerned in

the crime, all of them were liable to the fame punifhment.

To the fame punifhment of fervitude, and to the lofs of his goods,

was every perfon liable who fold the pofTefiions of another, which he

only had in farm.

(x) The anonymous conqueror fays, that ftealiiig of three or four cars of maize was fuffi-

cient to incur the penalty. Torquemada adds, that the penalty was death : but this was the

law in the kingdom of Acolhuacan only, not in the realm of Mexico.

8 Tutors
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Tutors who did not give a good account of the eftates of their pu-

pils, were hanged without pardon.

The fame punishment was inflicted on fons who fquandered their

patrimony in vices ; for they faid it was a great crime not to fet a higher

value on the labours of their fathers.

He who pradtifed forcery was facrificed to the gods.

Drunkennefs in youth was a capital offence ; young men were put

to death by the baftinado in priibn, and young women were floned to

death. In men advanced in years, although it was not made capital, it

was punifhed with feverity. If he was a nobleman, he was ftripped

of his office and his rank, and rendered infamous ; if a plebeian, they

fhaved him (a punifhment veryfenfibly felt by them), and demolifhed

his houfe, faying, that he who could voluntarily bereave himfelf of his

fenfes, was not worthy of a habitation amongf/t men. This law did

not forbid conviviality at nuptials, or at any other times of feftivity :

on fuch occafions it being lawful, in private houfes, to drink more than

ufual; nor did the law affect old men of feventy years, who, on ac-

count of their age, were allowed to drink as much as they pleafed

;

which appears reprefented in the forty-third painting of the collection

made by Mendoza.

He who told a lie to the particular prejudice of another, had a part

of his lip cut off, and fometimes his ears.

Of the Mexican laws concerning Haves it is to be obferved, that there

were three forts of flaves among them. The firft were prifoners of

war; the fecond were thofe whom they purchafed for a valuable confi-

deration ; and the third were malefactors, who were deprived of then-

liberty in punifhment of their crimes.

- The prifoners of war were generally facrificed to their gods. He
who in war took another's prifoner from him, or fet him at liberty,

was punifhed with death.

The fale of a flave was not valid, unlefs it was made in the prefence

of four lawful witnefles. In general, they affembled in greater num-

bers, and celebrated contra<£ts of that nature with great folemnity.

Among the Mexicans a flave was allowed to have cattle, to acquire

property, and even to purchafe flaves who ferved him ; nor could his

owner hinder him, nor have fervice from fuch flaves ; for flavery was

only
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BOOK VII. only an obligation of perfonal fervice, and even that was under certain

reftriclions. «

Nor was flavery entailed upon the defendants of {laves. All Mexi-

cans were born free, although their mothers were Haves,. If a free

man impregnated another perfon's flave, and {he died during her preg-

nancy, he became the flave of the owner of the female Have ; but if

fhe was happily delivered, the child as well as the father remained both

free.

NecefTitous parents were allowed to difpofe of any one of their chil-

dren, in order to relieve their poverty ; and any free man might fell him-

felf for the fame purpofe ; but owners could not fell their Haves without

their confent, unlefs they were flaves with a collar. Runaway, rebel-

lious, or vicious flaves, had two or three warnings given them by their

owners, which warnings they gave for their better juftification in pre-

fence of fome witneffes. If, in fpite of thefe admonitions the flaves

did not mend their behaviour, a wooden collar was put about

their necks, and then it was lawful to fell them at market. If,

after having been owned by two or three matters, they ftill conti-

nued in tradable, they were fold for the facriflces ; but that happen-

ed very rarely. If a flave, who was collared in this manner, hap-

pened to efcape from the prifon where his owner confined him, and

took refuge in the royal palace, he remained free ; and the perfbn who

attempted to prevent his gaining this afylum, forfeited his liberty for

the attempt, except it it was the owner, or one of his children, who

had a right to feize him.

The perfons who fold themfelves were generally gametters, who did

fo in order to game with the price of their liberty -, or thofe who by

lazinefs, or fome misfortune, found themfelves reduced to mifery, and

proftitutes, who wanted cloaths to make their appearance in .public -

3

for women of that claf's among the Mexicans had no intereft in general

in their profeffion, but the gratification of their paffions. Slavery

amongft the Mexicans was not fo hard to be borne, as it was among

other people ; for the condition of a Have among them was by no means

oppreffive. Their labour was moderate, and their treatment humane;

when their mafters died, they generally became free. The common
price of a flave was a load of cotton garments.

There
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There was among the Mexicans another kind of flavery, which they BOOK^vh.

called HuehuetatlacoUi, which was, where one or two families, on ac-

count of their poverty, bound thsmfelves to furnifli fome lord perpe-

tually with a (lave. They delivered up one of their fons for this pur-

pofe, and after he had ferved for fome years they recalled him, in order

to let him marry, or for fome other motive, and fubftituted another in

his place. The change was made without giving any offence to the

patron j on the contrary, he generally gave fome confideration for a

new Have. In the year 1506, on account of a great fcarcity which

happened then, many families were obliged to this kind of fervitude

;

but they were all freed from it by the king of Acolhuacan, Nezahual-

pilli, owing to the bardihips they fuffered from it • and, after his exam-

ple, the fame thing was done by Montezuma II. in his dominions.

The conquerors, who imagined they entered into all the rights of the

ancient Mexican lords, had, at firft, many flaves of thofe nations j but

when the Catholic kings were informed of it by perfons of credit

who were zealous for the public good, and well acquainted with the

manners and cuftoms of thofe people, they declared all thofe flaves

free, and forbid, under fevere penalties, any attempt againft their Ur

berty. A law infinitely juft, and worthy the humanity of thofe mo-

narch? j for the firft religious mimonaries who were employed in

the converfion of the Mexicans, amongft whom were men of much

learning, declared, after diligent examination, that they had not been

able to find one amongft the flaves who had been juftly deprived of his

natural liberty.

We have now faid all that we know of the Mexican legiflature,

More complete information on this head, and in particular concern-

ing their civil contracts, their tribunals, and fjpreme councils, might

have proved extremely valuable ; but the unfortunate lofs of the greater

part of their paintings, and of fome manufcripts of the firft Spaniards,

has deprived us of the only lights which could have illuftrated this

iubjecl.

Although the laws of the capital were generally received through- Sect. XIX.
•^

r t
• ..• C -*, Laws of other

out the whole empire, yet in fome of the provinces many variations riom coimtries of

them took place ; for as the Mexicans did not oblige the conquered Anahuac.

'

nations to fpeak the language of their court, neither did they compel

Vol. I. A a a them
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BOOK VII. them to adopt all their laws. The legiflature of Acolhuacan was the

moft fimilar to that of Mexico -, but ftill they differed in many parti-

culars, and the former was far more fevere than the latter.

The laws publifhed by the celebrated king Nezahualcojotl Ordained,

that a thief fhould be dragged through the ftreets, and afterwards

hanged. Murderers were beheaded. The agent in the crime of fo-

domy was fuffocated in a heap of afhes ; the patient had his bowels

torn out, after which his belly was filled with afhes, and then he was

burned. He who malicioufly contrived to fow difcord between two

ftates, was tied to a tree and burned alive. He who drank till he loft

his fenfes, if a nobleman, was immediately hanged, and his body was

thrown into the lake, or into fome river ; if a plebeian, for the firfl

offence, he loft his liberty, and for the fecond his life. And when

the legiflator was afked, why the law was more fevere upon nobles,

he anfwered, that the crime of drunkennefs was lefs pardonable in

them, as they were more bound in duty to fet a good example.

The fame king prefcribed the punifhment of death to hiftorians

who publifhed any falfhood in their paintings fy) . He condemn-

ed robbers of the fields to the fame punifhment, and declared

that the ftealing feven ears of maize was fufficient to incur the pe-

nalty.

The Tlafcalans adopted the greater part of the laws of Acolhuacan.

Among them, fons, who were wanting in refpect and duty to their

parents, were put to death by order of the fenate. Thofe perfons

who were authors of any public misfortune, and yet did not deferve to

be punifhed with death, were bammed. Generally fpeaking, among

all the polifhed nations of Anahuac, murder, theft, lying, adultery,,

and other fimilar crimes of incontinence, were rigoroufly punifhed, and

that which we have already obferved, when fpeaking of their charac-

ter, appears to be verified in every thing, namely, that they were (as

they flail are) naturally inclined to feverity and rigour, and more vigi-

lant to punifh- vice than to reward virtue.

(jy) This law againft falfe hiftorians is attefled by D. Ferdinando d' Alba Ixtlilxochitl (who*

was a dcfcendant of that legillator),. in his valuable maaufciipts.

Among
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AmongthepunimmetltsprefcribedbythelegiflatorsofMexicoagainftBOOKjm.

malefaaors, that of the fork or gallows was reckoned the moft ignomi ^k**.

nious That of banifhment was alfo thought infamous, as it luppoled mi pi
..

fom

the guilty perfon poffeffed of an infeftious viee. That of whipping is

not found among their laws , nor do we know that it was ever made

ufe of except by parents to their children, or matters to the.r pup, s

They had two forts of prifons , one fimilar to modern pnfons, called

Teilphjan, which was appropriated for debtors who refufed to pay

theh debts, and for fuch perfons as were guilty of crimes not deferring

death • the other called Suauhcalli, refembling a cage, was ufed to

confin'e prifoners who were to be facrificed, and perfons guilty of capi-

tal offences. Both of them were well watched and ftiongly guarded.

Thofe who were to be capitally puniflied were fed very fpanngly in

order that they might tafte by anticipation the bitternefs of death. The

plners on the contrary were well nouriftied, hi order that they rn.gh

appear in good flefh at the facrifke. If through the negligence of the

S, any prifoner efcaped from the cage, the community of the M-

S, whofe duty it was to fupply the prifons with guards was oblig-

ed to pay to the owner of the fugitive, a female (lave, a load of cotton

8"g trtt^tWar of the civil, it is %£»j*^* $&&.
fay fomething of the military government of the Mexicans. l»P™ w„„ndm ii;.

fiffion was held in more efteem amongft them than the *$&»£ '»»•*"

™° The deity of war was the moft revered by them and regarded

Th chief proteSor of the nation. No prince was cleded king, u„-

1 he Ld, in feveral battles, d.fplayed proofs of h.s courage and mili-

ary ikill, and merited the fplendid poft of general of the army ;
and

n7k ng was crowned, until he had taken, with his own hands, the

viahrs which were to be facrificed at the feftival of his coronation.
_

All heMexicankings,fromI.Zcoatlthefirft,
down to Quautemotz.n,

Wht was their .aft, ri from the command **£%'&££
r„t cf the kingdom. Thofe who died for the fake of their country,

S the arms fn"eir hands, were imagined to be the happieft fouls in .

I'lerhfe. From the great efteem in which the pro effiorid'»«
held amongft them, they were at much pains to make their children

cfra Zs! and to 'emir/them from the earlieft infancy to the hardflup.

A a a 2
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of war. It was this elevated notion of the glory of arms, which formed
thofe heroes, whofe illuftrious actions we have already related : which
made them make off the yoke of the Tepanecas, and eredt on fo hum-
ble a foundation, fo famous and celebrated a monarchy : and laftly,

which produced the extenfion of their dominions from the banks of
the lake to the mores of the two oppofite feas.

The higheft military dignity was that of general of the army ; but
there were four different ranks of generals, of which the moft refpect-

able was that of Tlacocbcalcatl{z), and each rank had its particular

badges of diftindtion. We are uncertain in what degree the other
three ranks were fubordinate to the firft; nor can we even tell their

names, on account of the different opinions of authors on this head {a).

Next to the generals were the captains, each of whom commanded a

certain number of foldiers.

In order to reward the fervices of warriors, and give them every
kind of encouragement, the Mexicans devifed three military orders,

called Achcaubtin, Quauhtin, and Ooeelo, or Princes, Eagles, and Ty-
gers. The perfons belonging to the order of princes, who were called

^uachiSfin, were the moft honoured. They wore their hair tied on
the top of their heads with a red firing, from which hung as many
locks of cotton as they had performed meritorious actions. This ho-
nour was fo much efteemed among them, that the kings themfelves,

as well as the generals, were proud of haying it conferred upon them.
Montezuma II. belonged to this order, as Acofta affirms, and alfo'

king Tizoc, as appears in the paintings of him. The Tygers were dif-

tinguifhed by a particular armour which they wore, it being fpotted

like the fkins of thefe wild animals ; but fuch infignia were only made
ufe of in war : at court all the officers of the army wore a drefs of
mixed colours, which was called Tlacbquaubjo* No perfons on "the

firft time of their going to war, were allowed to wear any badge of dif-

{%) Some authors fay that Tlacocbcakatl, fignifies prince of the darts ; but unquestionably
it means only, inhabitant of the arterial, or houfe of the darts.

(a) The interpreter of Mendoza*s Colleclion fays, that the names of the four ranks of ge-
nerals, were Tlacocbcakatl, Jtempantcatl, Ezhuacafecatl, and TlillancalquL Acofla, infleadof
Atempanccatl, fays Tlacatccatl, and inflead of Ezbuacatecall, Ezbuabuacatl ; and adds, that thefe
were the names of the four eleftors. Torquemada adopts the name of ThcatecatI, but fome-
tiraes he makes his rank inferior to. the Tlacochc.alcatl, and at. other times he confounds them
together*

tinction i
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tm£tion ; they were dreffed in a coarfe white habit, of cloth made from

the aloe ; and this rule was fo ftrictly obferved, that it was even necef-

fary for the princes of the royal blood to give fome proofs of their cou-

rage before they could be entitled to change that plain drefs for an-

other more coftly, called TeucaliuhquL The members of thofe mili-

tary orders, befides the exterior marks of diflin&ion which they wore,

were allotted particular apartments in the royal palace, whenever they

waited upon the king as guards. They were allowed to have furniture

in their houfes made of gold, to wear the fined cotton drefs, and finer.

fhoes than thofe of the common people; but no foldier had permifilon

to do this until he had gained, by his bravery, fome advancement in

the army. A particular drefs called Tlacatziubqui was given as a re-

ward to the foldier, who, by his example, encouraged a difpirited army

to renew battle with vigour.

When the king went to war, he wore befides his armour, particular

badges of diftinction ; on his legs, half boots made of thin plates of

gold j on his arms, plates of the fame metal, and bracelets of gems ;

at his under lip hung an emerald fet in gold ; at his ears, ear-rings of

the fame ftone • about his neck a necklace, or chain of gold and gems,

and a plume of beautiful feathers on his head ; but the badge moil ex-

preffive of majefty, was a work of great labour made of beautiful fea-

thers, which reached from the head all down the back {£>). The

Mexicans were very attentive to diffinguifh perfons, particularly in war,

by different badges.

The defenfive and offenfive arms which were made ufe.of by the

Mexicans, and the other nations of Anahuac, were of various forts.

The defenfive arms common to the nobles and. plebeians,, to the offi-

cers and foldiers, were ihields, which- they called Chimalli (c), and

were made of different forms and materials. Some of them were per-

fectly round, and others were rounded, only in, the under part. Some,

(l) All the fe royal infignia had their particular name?. The boots were called cozebuatl,

'

the brachials materm'catl, the bracelets matzopeztli, the emerald -at the lip tented, the ear-rings-

nacocbtli, the necklace cozcapetlatl, and the principal badge of feathers quachlHU.

tc\ Solis pretends, that the fhield.was ufed only by lords ;
but the anonymous conqueror,

who frequently faw the Mexicans in arms, and was engaged in many battles againft them, lap

ferts exprefly, that this armour was common to all ranks.. No author has informed us more.

accurately than- he of the Mexican armour^.

were
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were made of otatli, or folid elaftic canes, interwoven with thick cot-

ton threads, and covered with feathers ; thofe of the nobles with thin

plates of gold ; others were made of large tortoife-fhells, adorned with

copper, filver, and gold, according to the wealth of the owner, or his

rank in the army. Thefe were of a moderate fize ; but others were

fo exceffively large, that they could occasionally cover the whole body

;

but when it was not neceffary to ufe them, they could compress them,

and carry them under their arms like the parafols of the moderns -, it

is probable, they were made of the fkins of animals, or cloth waxed

with-iw/?, or elaftic gum(d). On the other hand, many of their

fhields were very fmall, more beautiful than ftrong, and adorned with

fine feathers ; thefe were not employed in war, but only at the enter-

tainments which they made in imitation of a battle.

Thedefeiifive arms peculiar to the officers were breaft-plates of cotton,

one and fometimes two ringers thick, which were arrow-proof -

x and

on this account the Spaniards themfelves made ufe of them in the war

againft the Mexicans. The name Icbcabuepilli, which the Mexicans

gave to this fort of breafl-plate, was changed by the Spaniards into

the word Efcaupil. Over this fort of cuirafs, which only covered part

of the breaft, they put on another piece of armour, which, befides the

cheil:, covered the thighs, and the half of the arms, figures of which

appear in the plate reprefenting the Mexican armour. The lords were

accuftomed to wear a thick upper coat of feathers, over a cuirafs made

of feveral plates of gold, or filver gilt, which rendered them invul-

nerable, not only by arrows, but even by darts or fwords, as the ano-

nymous conqueror affirms. Befides the armour which they wore for

the defence of their chefts, their arms, their thighs, and even their

legs ; their heads were ufually cafed in the heads of tygers, or fer-

pents, made of wood, or fome other fubftance, with the mouth open,

and furnifhed with large teeth that they might infpire terror, and fo

animated in appearance, that the above mentioned author fays, they

feemed to be vomiting up the foldiers. All the officers and nobles wore

a beautiful plume of feathers on their heads, in order to add to the

appearance of their ftature. The common foldiers went entirely naked,

(d) Thefe large fhields sre mentioned by the anonymous conqueror, Didaco Godoi, and

Bernal Dias, who were all prefcitt at the canqueft.

except
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except the maxtlatl, or girdle, which covered the private parts ; but BOOK VH.

they counterfeited the drefs which they wanted by different colours,

with which they painted their bodies. The European hiflorians, who

exprefs fo much wonder at this, have not obferved how common the

fame practice was among the ancient nations of Europe itfelf.

The ofFenfive arms of the Mexicans were arrows, flings, clubs,

fpears, pikes, fwords, and darts. Their bows were made of a wood,,

which was elaflic and difficult to break, and the firing of the iinews

of animals, or the hair of the flag. Some of their bows were fo large

(as they are at prefent among fome nations of that continent), that

they required more than five feet length of firing. Their arrows

were made of hard rods, pointed with the fbarp bone of a fifti, or other

animal, or a piece of flint, or it%H. They were extremely expert at

drawing the bow, and very dextrous markfmen, being exercifed in it

from childhood, and encouraged by rewards from their matters and

parents. The Tehuacanefe nation was particularly famous for their

fkill in mooting two or three arrows together. The furprifing feats of

dexterity, which have been exhibited even in our time by the Tarau-

marefe, the Hiaquefe, and other people of t.hofe regions, who flill ufe

the bow and arrow, enable us to judge of the expertnefs and excellence

of the ancient Mexicans in that way (e). No people of the country

of Anahuac ever made ufe of poifoned arrows ; this was probably ow-

ing to their defire of taking their enemies alive for the purpoic of &-

cdficing them.

The Maquabuitl, called by the Spaniards Spaday or fword, as it was

the weapon among the Mexicans, which was equivalent to the fword of

the old continent, was a flout flick three feet and a half long, and about

four inches broad, armed on each fide with a fort of razors of the flone

itzli, extraordinarily fharp, fixed and firmly faflened to the flick with

gum lack (f) t
which were about three inches long, one or two inches

broad,

it) The dexterity of thofe people in fhooting arrows would not be credible, were it not well

ascertained by the depofitions of a variety of eye-witneffes. It was ufual for a number of

archers to aflemble together, and throw up an ear of maize into the air, at which they imme-

diately fliot with fuch quicknefs and dexterity, that before it could reach the ground it was,

gripped of every grain.

(f) Hernandez fays, that one ftroke of the maquahuitl was fufficient to cut a man through

the middle ; aad the anonvmous conqueror attefts, that he faw in an. engagement a Mexican,,

g with

wmm
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BOOK VII. broad, and as thick as the blade of our ancient fwords. This weapon
' * ' was fo keen, that once it entirely beheaded a horfe at one ftroke, ac-

cording to the affirmation of Acofta ; but the firft ftroke only was to

be feared; for the razors became foon blunt. They tied this weapon

by a firing to- their arm, left they might lofe it in any violent conflicl.

The form of the maquahuitl is defcribed by feveral hiflorians, and is

reprefented in one of the plates of this .hiftory.

The pikes of the Mexicans, inftead of iron, were pointed with a

large flint, but forne of them alio with copper. The Chinantecas,

and fome people of Chiapan, made ufe of pikes fo monftrous, that they

exceeded three perches, or eighteen feet in length, and the conqueror

•Cortes employed them againft the cavalry of his rival Panfllo Navaez.

The Tlacocbtli, or Mexican dart, was a frnall lance of otatli, or fome

other ftrong wood, the point of which was hardened by fire, or mod
with copper, or it%li, or bone, and many of them had three points,

in order to make a triple wound at every ftroke.

They fixed a ftring to their darts fgj, in order to pull them back

again, after they had launched them at the enemy. This was the wea-

pon which was the rnoft dreaded by the Spanifh conquerors ; for they

were fo expert at throwing them, that they pierced the body of an

enemy through and through. The foldiers were armed in general with

a fword, a bow and arrows, a dart, and a fling. We do not know,

whether in war, they ever made ufe of their axes, of which we fhall

fhortly fpeak.

They frad alio ftandards and mufical inftruments proper for war.

Their ftandards, which were more like the Signum of the Romans than

our colours, were ftaves from eight to ten feet long, on which they

carried the arms or enfigns of the ftate, made of gold, or feathers, or

fome other valuable materials. The armorial enfign of the Mexican

empire, was an eagle in the act of darting upon a tyger ; that of the

republic of Tlafcala, an eagle with its wings fpread (/;) ; but each of

with one ftroke which he gave a horfe in the belly, make his inteftines drop out ; and another,

who with one ftroke which he gave a horfe upon the head, laid him dead at his feet.

(g) The Mexican dart was of that kind of darts which the Romans ufed to call Hqftik> Jc
culum, or Telum ameutatum, and the Spanifh name Amento or Amcinto, which the hiflorians of

Mexico have adopted, means the fame thing as the Amentum of the Romans.

{b) Gomara fays, that the armorial enfign of the republic of Tlafcala was a crane ; but

other hiflorians, better informed than he was, affirm that it was an eagle.

the
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the four lordfhips which compofed the republic, had its proper enfign. BOOK v-n.

That of Ocotelolco, was a green bird upon a rock j that of Tizatlan,

a heron upon a rock alfo ; that of Tepeticpac, a fierce wolf, holding

fome arrows in his paws -

y and that of Qniahuiztlan, a parafol of green

feathers. The ftandard which the conqueror Cortes took in the fa-

mous battle of Otompan, was a net of gold, which, in all probability^

was the ftandard of fome city iituated on the lake. Befides the com-

mon and principal ftandard of the army, every company, confifting of

two or three hundred foldiers, carried its particular ftandard, and was

not only diftinguifhed from others by it, but likewife by the colour of

the feathers, which the officers and nobles bore upon their armour.

The ftandard-bearer of the army, at leaft in the laft years of the em-

pire, was the general, and thofe of the companies, moft probably, were

borne by their commanding officers. Thofe ftandards were fo firmly

tied upon the backs of the officers, that it was almoft impoffible to

detach them without cutting the ftandard-bearers to pieces. The

Mexicans always placed their ftandard in the centre of their army. The
Tlafcalans, when they marched their troops in time of peace placed

it in the van, but in the time of war, in the rear of their army.

Their martial muiic, in which there was more noife than harmony,

confifted of drums, horns, and certain fea-fhells which, made an ex-

tremely fhrill found.

Previous to a declaration of war, the fupreme council examined into

the caufe which induced them to undertake it, which was for the moft

part the rebellion of fome city or province, the putting to death un- carrying on

lawfully fome Mexican, Acolhuan, or Tepanecan couriers, or mer-

chants, or fome grofs infult offered to their ambaffadors. If the re-

bellion originated in fome of the chiefs, and not among the people,

the guilty perfons were conducted to the capital and puniihed. But if

the people were alfo in fault, fatisfaclion was demanded from them in

the name of the king. If they fubmitted, and manifefted a fincere re-

pentance, their crime was pardoned, and they were advifed to better

conduct ; but if, inftead of fubmiffion, they anfvvered with arrogance,

and perfifted in denying the fatisfa&ion demanded, or offered any new
infult to the meffengers which were fent to them, the affair was dif-

cufTed in the council, and if war was refolved upon, proper orders were

Vol. I, B b given

Sect. XXV.
The mode of

declaring and

war.

mm



BOOK VII

HISTORY OF MEXICO,
given to the generals. Sometimes the kings, in order to juftify their

conduct more fully before they made war upon any ftate or place, fent

three different embames ; the firft to the lord of the ftate which had

given offence, requiring from him a fuitable fatisfaction, and alfo pre-

scribing a time for the fame, on pain of being treated as an enemy

;

the fecond, to the nobles, that they might pe.rfof.de their lord to make

a fubmiffion, and efcape the punifhment which threatened him ; and

the third to the people, in order to make them acquainted with the

occafion of the war ; and very often, as a certain hiftorian afferts, the

arguments made ufe of by the ambafTadors were fo powerful, and the

advantages of peace, and the diftreffes of war, were fo forcibly repre-

lented, that aft accommodation took place between the parties. They

uied alfo to fend along with ambafTadors the idol of Huitzilopochtli,

enjoining the people who were ftirring up a war to give it a place

among their gods. If they on the one hand found themfelves ftrong

enough to refift, they rejected the proportion, and difmiffed the ftrange

<?od i
but if they thought themfelves unable to fuftain a war, they re-

ceived the idol, and placed it among their provincial gods, and anfwer-

ed to the embafly with a large prefent of gold, gems, or beautiful fea-

thers, acknowledging their fubjedion to the fovereign.

If war was to be commenced', previous to every thing elfe they fent

advice of it to the enemy, that they might prepare for defence, confi-

dering nothing more mean and unworthy of brave people than to at-

tack the unguarded : for this purpofe therefore, they fent before them

feveral fhields, which were the fignals of a challenge, and likewife.

fome cotton dreffes. When one king was challenged by another, they

afed alfo the ceremony of anointing, and fixing feathers upon his head,

which was done by the ambaffador, as happened at the challenge given by

-king Itzeoatl to the tyrant Maxtlaton > they next difpatched fpies, who

were called Quimkhtin, or forcerers, and were to go in difguife into the

country of the enemy, to. obferve their number and motions, and the

quality of the troops which they muttered.. If they were fuccefsful

in this commiffion they were amply rewarded. Laftly, after having

made fome facrifkes to the god of war, and to the tutelar deities of

the ftate or city on which the war was made, in order to merit their

protection, the army inarched, but not formed into wings, or ranked

ill
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in files, but divided into companies, each of which had its leader^ and

its ftandard. When the army was numerous it was reckoned by Xiqui-

pilli ; and each xiquipillt confifted of eisjht thoufand men. It is extremely

probable, that each of thefe bodies was commanded by a Tlacatecatl,"

or other general. The place where the firft battle was ufually fought was

a field appointed for that purpofe in fome province, and called Jaotlalh,

or land or field of battle. They began battle (as was ufual in ancient

Europe, and among the Romans), with a moft terrible noife of war-

like inftruments, fhouting and whiftling, which ftruck terror to thofe

who were not accuftomed to hear it, as the anonymous conqueror declares

from his own experience. Amongft the people of Tezcuco, and like-

wife, moft probably, amongft- thofe of other ftates, the king, or the

general, gave the fignal for battle, by the beat of a little drum which

hung at his moulder. Their firft onfet was furious ;
but they did

not all engage at once, as fome authors have reported; for they were

accuftomed, as is manifeft from their hiftory, to keep troops in referye,

for prefling emergencies. Sometimes they began battle with (hooting

arrows, andfometimes with darts and flinging of ftones; and when

their arrows were exhaufted, they made ufe of their pikes, clubs, and

fwords. They were extremely attentive to keep their troops united

and firmly together, to defend the ftandard, and to cany off" the dead

and the wounded from the fight of the enemy. There were certain

men of the army who had no other employment than to remove from

the eyes of the enemy every objed which could heighten their courage

and inflame their pride. They made frequent ufe of ambufcades, con-

cealing themfelves in bufhy places or ditches made on purpofe, of which

the Spaniards had often experience j and frequently alfo they pretended

flight, in order to lead the enemy in purfuit of them into fome dan-

gerous fituation, or to charge them behind with frefh troops. Their

great aim in battle was not to kill, but to make prifoners of their ene-

mies for facrifices ; nor was the bravery of a foldier cftimated by the

number of dead bodies which he left on the field, but by the number

of prisoners which he prefented to the general after the battle, and this

was unquestionably the principal caufe of the prefervation of the Spa-

niards, in the midft of the dangers to which they were expofed, and
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BOOKVII. particularly on that memorable night when they were defeated, and ob-

liged to retreat from the capital. When an enemy, whom they had
once conquered, attempted to fave himfelf by flight, they hamftring him
to prevent his efcape. When the ftandard of the army was taken by
the enemy, or their general fell, they all fled, nor was it pofiible then
by any human art to rally or recall them.

When the battle was over, the vigors celebrated the victory with
great rejoicings, and rewarded the officers and foldiers who had made
fome prifoners. When the king of Mexico in perfon, took an enemy
prifoner, embaffies came from all the provinces of the kingdom to con-
gratulate him upon the occafion, and to offer him fome prefent. This
prifoner was clothed with the fineft habits, adorned with jewels, and
carried in a litter to the capital, where the citizens came out to meet
him, with mufic and loud acclamations. When the day of the facri-

iice arrived, the king having failed the day before, according to the
cuflom of owners of prifoners, they carried the royal prifoner, adorned
with the enfigns of the fun, to the altar for common facrifkes, where
he was facrifked by the high-prieft. The prieft fprinkled his blood
towards the four principal winds, and fent a veffel full of the fame to
the king, who ordered it to be fprinkled on all the idols within the
inclofure of the greater temple, as a token of thanks for the victory

obtained over the enemies of the ftate. They hung up the head in

fome very lofty place, and after the fkin of the body was dried, they
filled it with cotton, and hung it up in the royal palace, in memory of
the glorious deed ; in which circumftance however, their adulation to
him was confpicuous.

When any city was to be befieged, the greater! anxiety of the ci-

tizens was to fecure their children, their women, and fick perfons y

for which purpofe they fent them off, at an early opportunity, to another
city, or to the mountains. Thus they faved thofe defencelefs indivi-
duals from the fury of the enemy, and obviated an unneceffary con-
fumption of provilions.

For the defence of places they made ufe of various kinds of fortifi-

cations, fuch as walls, and ramparts, with their breaft-works, palifa-

does, ditches, and intrenchments . Concerning the city of Quauhque-

8 chollan 9
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chollan, we know that it was foriified by a ftrong ftone wall, about BOOK vu.

twertty-feet high, and twelve feet in thicknefs (i).

The conquerors, who defcribe to us the fortifications of this city,

make mention likewife of feveral others, among which is the celebrated

wall which the Tlafcalans built on the eaftern boundaries of the repub-
,

lie, to defend themfelves from the invafion of the Mexican troops,

which were garrifoned in Iztacmaxtitlan, Xocotlan, and other places.

This wall, which ftretched from one mountain to another, was fix

miles in length, eight feet in height, befides the breaft-work, and eigh-

teen feet in thicknefs. It was made of ftone, and ftrong fine mortar (£).

There was but one narrow entrance of about eight feet broad, and

forty paces long ; this was the fpace between the two extremities of the

wall, the one of which encircled the other, forming two femicircles,

with one common centre. This will be better underftood from the

figure of it which we prefent to our readers. There are llill fome re-

mains of this wall to be feen.

There are alfo to be feen ftill the remains of an ancient fortrefs built

upon the top of a mountain, at a little diftance from the village of Mol-

caxac, furrounded by four walls, placed at fome diftance from each

other, from the bafe of the mountain unto the top. In the neigh-

bourhood appear many fmall ramparts of ftone and lime, and upon a

hill, two miles diftant from that mountain, are the remains of fome

ancient and populous city, of which, however, there is no memory

among hiftorians. About twenty-five miles from Cordova, towards

the north, is likewife the ancient fortrefs of Quaubtocbo, (now Gua-

tufco), furrounded by high walls of extremely hard ftone, to which

there is no entrance but by afcending a number of very high and

narrow fteps 3 for in this manner the entrance to their fortreffes was.

formed. From among the ruins of this ancient building, which is

now over-run with bufhes, through the negligence of thofe people, a

Cordovan gentleman lately dug out feveral well-finiihed ftatues of ftone,

(/) In the ninth book we fhall give a defcription of the fortifications of Quauhquechollan.

{k) Bernal Dias fays, that the Tlafcalan wall was built of ftone and lime, and with a bitu-

men fo ftrong it was neceflary to ufe pick-axes to undo it. Cortes, on the other hand affirms*

that it was built of dry ftones. We are difpofed rather to give credit to Bernal Dias
;
becaufe

he afferts, he had attentively examined this wall, although like an illiterate perfon,, he gives

the name of bitumen to the mortar or cement made ufe of by thofe nations.

for
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BOOK VII. for the ornament of his houfe. Near to the ancient court of Tezcuco
i

"*""—*""—
' a part of the wall which furrounded the city of Coatiichan, is ftiil

preferved. We wifh that our countrymen would attend to the prefer-

vation of thofe few remains of the military architecture of the Mexi-

cans, particularly as they have fufFered fo many other valuable remains

of their antiquity to go to ruin (I) .

The capital of Mexico, though fufficiently fortified by its natural

fituation for thofe times, was rendered impregnable to its enemies by

the induftry of its inhabitants. There was no accefs to the city but

by the roads formed upon the lake ; and to make it frill more difficult

in time of war, they built many ramparts upon thefe roads, which

were interfered with feveral deep ditches, over which they had draw-

bridges, and thofe ditches were defended by good entrenchments.

Thofe ditches were the graves of many Spaniards and Tlafcalans, on

the memorable night of the firil of July, of which we mall fpeak here-

after ; and the caufe which retarded the taking of that great city, by fo

numerous and well equipped an army, as that which Cortes employed

to benege it 3 and which, had he not been afhfted by the brigantines,

would have delayed it much longer, and occafioned the lofs of a- great

deal more blood. For the defence of the city by water, they had

many thoufand fmall veiTels, and frequently exercifed themfelves in na-

val engagements.

But the moil Angular fortifications of Mexico were the temples

themfelves, and efpecialiy the greater temple, which refembled a cita-

del. The wali which furrounded the whole of the temple, the five

arfenals there which were filled with every fort of offeniive and defen-

five arms, and the architecture of the temple itfelf which rendered the

afcent to it fo difficult, gives us clearly to underftand, that in fuch

buildings, policy, as well as religion, had a (hare; and that they con-

ducted them, not only from motives of fuperftition, but likewife for

the purpofe of defence. It is well known from their hiilory, that they

fortified themfelves in their temples when they could not hinder the

(/) Thefe imperfect accounts of thofe remains of Mexican antiquities, obtained from eyc-

witnefles worthy of the utmoft credit, perfuade us, that there are ftill many more of which

we have no knowledge, owing to the indolence and neglect of our countrymen. See what is

favd in our diflertations refpecling thofe antiquities againft Sig. de P. and Dr. Robertian.

enemy,
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enemy from entering into the city, and from thence harrafled them with BOOK vn.

arrows, darts, and ftones. In the iaft book of this hiftory, will ap-

pear how long the Spaniards were in taking the greater temple, where

five hundred Mexican nobles had fortified themfelves.

The high efteem in which the Mexicans held every thing relating

to war, did not divert their attention from the arts of peace. Firft,

agriculture, which is one of the chief occupations of civil life, waa,

from time immemorial, exercifed by the Mexicans, and almoft all the

people of Anahuac. The Toltecan nation employed themfelves dili-

gently in it, and taught it to the Chechemecan hunters. With refpecl

to the Mexicans, we know that during the whole of their peregrina-

tion, from their native country Aztlan, unto the lake where they

founded Mexico, they cultivated the earth in all thofe places where

they made any confiderable ftop, and lived upon the produce of their

labour. When they were brought under fubjedion. to. the Colhuan

and Tepanecan nations,, and confined to the miferable little iflands on.

the lake, they ceafed for fome years to cultivate the land, beeaufe they

had none, until neceffity, and induftry together, taught them to form

moveable fields and gardens, which floated on the waters of the lake.

The method which they purfued to make thofe, and which they ftill

praclife, is extremely fimple.

They plait and twill willows, and roots of marfh plants, or other
s .ECTi_

materials together, which are light, but capable of fupporting the earth
p
jjvi£

of the garden firmly united. Upon this foundation they lay the light
fieJds a

*
d

bullies which float on the lake, and over all, the mud and dirt which f^^L*
they draw up from the bottom of the fame lake. Their regular figure lake.

is quadrangular j their length and breadth various ; but as far as we can

judge, they are about eight perches long, and not more than three in

breadth, and have lefs than a foot of elevation above the furface of the

water. Thefe were the fir ft fields which the Mexicans owned after

the foundation of Mexico; there they firft cultivated the maize, great

pepper, and other plants, neceffary for their fupport. In progrefs of

time as thofe fields grew numerous from the induftry of thofe people

there were among them gardens of flowers and odoriferous plants, which

were employed in the worfhip of their gods, and ferved for the recrea-

tion of the nobles. At prefent they cultivate flowers, and every fort of gar-

den

1

1
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den herbs upon them. Every day of the year, at fun-rife, innumerable

veflels loaded with various kinds of flowers and herbs, which are culti-

vated in thofe gardens are feen arriving by the canal, at the great mar-

ket-place of that capital. All plants thrive there furprifmgly ; the mud
of the lake is an extremely fertile foil, and requires no water from the

clouds. In the largeft gardens there is commonly a little tree, and even

a little hut to fhelter the cultivator, and defend him from rain, or the fun.

When the owner of a garden, or the Chinampa, as he is ufually called,

wilhes to change his fituation, to remove from a difagreeable neighbour,

or to come nearer to his own family, he gets into his little veffel, and by

his own ftrength alone, if the garden is fmall, or with the affiftance of

others, if it is large, he tows it after him, and conduces it wherever he

pleafes with the little tree and hut upon it. That part of the lake

where thofe floating gardens are, is a place of infinite recreation where

the fenfes receive the higheft pofhble gratification.

As foon as the Mexicans had fhaken of the Tepanecan yoke, and

had gained by their conquefts lands fit for cultivation, they applied

themfelves with great diligence to agriculture. Having neither ploughs,

nor oxen, nor any other animals proper to be employed in the culture

of the earth, they fupplied the want of them by labour, and other more

limple inftruments. To hoe and dig the ground they made ufe of the

Coat/ (or Coa), which is an inftrument made of copper, with a wooden

handle, but different from a fpade or mattock. They made ufe of an

axe to cut trees, which was alfo made of copper, and was of the fame

form with thofe of modern times, except that we put the handle in the

eye of the axe, whereas they put the axe into an eye of the handle.

They had feveral other inftruments of agriculture; but the negligence

of ancient writers on this fubjedt has not left it in our power to attempt

their defcription.

For the refrefhment of their fields they made ufe of the water of ri-

vers and fmall torrents which came from the mountains, raifmg dams

to collecl: them, and forming canals to conduct them. Lands which

were high, or on the declivity of mountains, were not fown every year,

but allowed to lie fallow until they were over-run with bullies, which

they burned, to repair by their afhes, the fait which rains had warned

away. They furrounded their fields with ftone inclofures, or hedges

made of the metl, or aloe, which make an excellent fence ; and in the

month
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month Panquetzaliztli, which began, as we have already mentioned,

on the third of December, they were repaired if necefl'ary (;«).

The method they obferved in fowing of maize, and which they ftill

pradife in fome places, is this. The fower makes a fmall hole in the

earth, with a flick or drill probably, the point of which is hardened

by fire ; into this hole he drops one or two grains of maize from abaf-

ket which hangs from his moulder, and covers them with a little earth

by means of his foot ;. he then paffes forward to a certain diflance,

which is greater or lefs according to the quality of the foil, opens an-

other hole, and continues fo in a flrait line unto the end of the field ;

from thence he returns, forming another line parallel to the firft. The

rows of plants by thefe means are as flrait as if a line was made ufe of,

and at as equal diftances from each other as if the {paces between were

meafured. This method of fowing, which is now ufed by a few of

the Indians only, though more flow («), is, however of fome advantage,

as they can more exactly proportion the quantity of feed to the flrength

of the foil , .befides, that there is almofl none of the feed loft which is

fown. In confequence of this, the crops of the fields which are cul-

tivated in thatmanner are ufually more plentiful. When the maize

-fprings up to a certain height, they cover the foot of the plant round

with earth, that it may be better nourifhed, and more able to withHand

fudden gufls of wind.

In the labours of the field the men were affifted by the women. It

was the bufmefs of the men to dig and hoe the ground, to fow, to

heap the earth about the plants, and to reap ; to the women it belong-

ed to ftrip off" the leaves from the ears, and to clear the grain
j

to

weed and to {hell it was the employment of both.

They had places like farm yards, where they dripped off de-

leaves from the ears, and (helled them, and granaries to preferve the

grain. Their granaries were built in a fquare form, and generally of

wood. They made ufe of the ojametl for this purpofe, which is a very

lofty tree, with but a few flender branches, and a thin fmooth bark ;

the wood of it is extremely pliant, and difficult to break or rot. Thefe

?m) This is called a penguin fence in Jamaica, and the windward iflands.

(«) This manner of fowing is not fo flow as might be imagined, as the country people ufed

to this method do it with wonderful quicknefs.

- Vol. I. Ccc grana-
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BOOK VII. granaries were formed by placing the round and equal trunks of the

ojametl in a fquare, one upon the oth^r, without any labour except that

of a fmall nitch towards their extremities, to adjuft and unite them fo

perfectly as not to fuffer any pafTage to the light. When the ftruc-

ture was raifed to a fufficient height, they covered it with another fet

of crofs-beams, and over thefe the roof was laid to defend the grain

from rains. Thofe granaries had no other door or outlet than two

windows, one below which was fmall, and another fomewhat wider

above. Some of them were fo large as to contain five or fix thoufand,

or fometimes more fanegas (<?) of maize. There are fome of this

fort of granaries to be met with in a few places at a diftance from the

capital, and amongft them fome fo very ancient, that they appear to

have been built before the conqueft ; and, according to the information

we have had from perfons of intelligence, they preferve the grain bet-

ter than thofe which are conftructed by the Europeans.

Clofe to fields which were fown they commonly erected a little tower

of wood, branches and mats, in which a man defended from the fun

and rain kept watch, and drove away the birds which came in flocks

to confume the young grain. Thofe little towers are fKll made ufe of

even m the fields of the Spaniards on account of the exceffive number

of birds.

The Mexicans were alfo extremely well fkilled in the cultivation of

kitchen and other gardens, in which they planted with great regularity

and tafte, fruit-trees, and medicinal plants and flowers. The laft of

thofe were much in demand, not lefs on account of the particular plea -

fure taken in them, than of the cuftom which prevailed of prefenting

bunches of flowers to their kings, lords, ambafTadors, and other per-

fons of rank, befides the exceffive quantity which were made ufe of in

the temples and private oratories. Amongft the ancient gardens, of

which an account has been handed down to us, the royal gardens of

Mexico and Tezcuco, which we have already mentioned, and thofe of

the lords of Iztapalapan and Huaxtepec, have been much celebrated.

Among the gardens of the great palace of the lord of Iztapalapan,

there was one, the extent, difpofition, and beauty of which excited the

(o) A Caftilian mcafure of dry goods,, formerly mentioned by us.

admi-
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admiration of the Spaniih conquerors. It was laid out in four fquares, ^j
and planted with every variety of trees, the fight and fcent of which

gave infinite pleafure to the fenfes ; through thofe fquares a number

of roads and paths led, fome formed by fruit-bearing trees, and others

by efpaliers of flowering ftirubs and aromatic herbs. Several canals from

the lake watered it, by one of which their barges could enter. In the

centre of of the garden was a fifli-pond, the circumference of which

meafured lixteen hundred paces, or four hundred from fide to fide,

where innumerable water-fowl reforted, and there were fteps on every

fide to defcead to the bottom. This garden, agreeable 'to the tefti- •

mony of Cortes and Diaz, who faw it, was planted, or rather extendi

ed and improved by Cuitlahuatzin, the brother and fucceflbr in the

kingdom to Montezuma II. He caufed many foreign trees to be

transplanted there, according to the account of Hernandez, who faw

them. itu j

The garden of Huaxtepec was (till more extenfive and celebrated

than the lad. It was fix miles in circumference, and watered by a

beautiful river which croffed it. Innumerable fpecies of trees and plants

Were reared there and beautifully difpofed, and at proper diftances from

each other different pleafure houfes were eredted. A great number

of ftrange plants imported from foreign countries were collected in it.

The Spaniards for many years preferved this, garden, where they culti-

vated every kind of medicinal herb belonging to that clime, for the ufe

of the hofpital which they founded there, in which the remarkable

hermit, Gregorib Lopez, ferved a number of years (f).

They paid no lefs attention to the prefervation of the woods which

fupolied them with fuel to burn, timber to build, and game for the

diverfion of the king. We have formerly mentioned the woods of

(,) Cones, In his letter to Charles V. of the , 5
th of May, 1 5^:*%**$* the

/
ar -

dhnof Htmtepec was the moft extenfive, the moft beautiful, and moft delightful which had

ever been beheld. Bernal Dias, in chap, cxlii. of his hirtoiy fays that the garden was mod

wonderful, and truly worthy of a great prince. Hernandez frequently makes M.
of h irt hi Natural fiiftory, and names feveral pLrtf. which were transplanted there and,-

1 ,ft o hen the balfam-tree; Cortes alfo, in his letter to Charle, V of the 30th of Ofto-

her °k.o, relates, that having requcfled king M< ntezuma to caufe a villa to be made m Ma-

lina'ltepec for that emperor, two months were hardly elapfed when there were eretfed .at that

place four rood houfes ; fixty fanegas of maize fown, ten of French beans, two thou (and feet

of ground planted with cacao, and a vail pond, where five hundred ducks were breeding, and

fifteen hundred turkies were rearing in houfes.

C C C 2 king
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king Montezuma, and the laws of king Nezahualcojotl concerning

the catting of them. It would be of advantage to that kingdom, that

thofe laws were, ftill in force, or at leaft that there was not fo much
liberty granted in cutting without an *obligation to plant a certain num-
ber of trees ; as many people preferring their private intereft and con-

venience to the public welfare, deftroy the wood in order to enlarge

their pofleflions (q).

Among the plants moft cultivated by the Mexicans next to maize,

the principal were thofe of cotton, the cacao, the metl, or aloe, the

chia, and great pepper, on account of the various ufes which they made

of them. The aloe, or maguei alone, yielded almoft every thing ne-

ceffary to the life of the poor. Befides making excellent hedges for

their fields, its trunk ferved in place of beams for the roofs of their

houfes, and its leaves infiead of tiles. From thofe leaves they obtain-

ed paper, thread, needles, clothing, fhoes, and ftockings, and cord-

age ; and from its copious juice they made wine, honey, fugar, and

vinegar. Of the trunk, and thicker! part of the leaves, when well

baked, they made a very tolerable dim of food. Laftly, it was a power-

ful medicine in feveral diforders, and particularly in thofe of the urine.-

It is alfo at prefent one of the plants the moft valued and moft profit-

able to the Spaniards, as we mail fee hereafter.

With refpect to the breeding of animals, which is an employment

afibciated with agriculture, although among the Mexicans there were

no fliepherds, they having been entirely deftitute of flieep, they bred

up innumerable fpecies of animals unknown in Europe. Private per-

fons brought up tecbicbis, quadrupeds, as we have already mentioned,

fimilar to little dogs ; turkeys, quails, geefe, ducks, and other kinds

of fowl. In the houfes of lords were bred fim, deer, rabbits, and a

variery of birds -, and in the royal palaces, almoft all the fpecies of qua-

drupeds, and winged animals of thofe countries, and a prodigious num-
ber of water animals arid reptiles. We may fay, that in this kind of

magnificence Montezuma II. furpaffed all the kings of the world, and

that there never has been a nation equal in fkill to the Mexicans in the

(q) Many places ftill feel the pernicious effe£ls of the liberty to cut the woods. The city

Qjjeretaro was formerly provided with timber for building from the wood which was upon the

neighbouring mountain Cimatario. At prefent it "is obliged to be brought from a great diftance,

as the mountain is entirely ftript of its wood.

care
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care of fo many different fpecies of animals, which had fo much know-

ledge of their difpofitions, of the food which was moil: proper for each,

and of all the means necefiary for their prefervation and increafe.

Among the animals reared by the Mexicans, no one is more worthy

of mention than the nocbiztli, or Mexican cochineal, defcribed by us

in our firft book. This infed, fo greatly valued in Europe on account

of its dyes, and efpecially thofe of fcarlet and crimfon, being not only

extremely delicate, but alfo perfected by feveral enemies, demands a

great deal more care from the breeders than is neceiTary for the filk-

wprm. Rain, cold, and flrong winds deftroy it. Birds, mice, and

worms, perfecute it furiouily and devour it ;
hence it is neceffary to

keep the rows of opuntia, or nopal, where thofe infedts are bred al-

ways clean ; to attend conftantly to drive away the birds which are de-

ftrudive to them, to make nefts of hay for them in the leaves of the

opuntia, by the juice of which they are nouriihed, and when the fea-

fon of rain approaches, to raife them from the plants together with the

leaves, and guard them in houfes. Before the females are delivered they

caft their Ikin, to obtain which fpoil the breeders make ufe of the tail of

the rabbit, braining moil gently with it that they may not detach the in-

feds from the leaves, or do them any hurt. On every leaf they make,

three nefts, and in every neft they lay about fifteen cochineals. Every

year they make three gatherings, referving however each time a certain

number for the future generation; but the 1 aft gathering is lead valued,

the cochineals being fmaller then, and mixed with, the ihavings of the

opuntia. They kill the cochineal moft commonly with hot water.

On the manner of drying it afterwards the quality of the colour which

is obtained from it chiefly depends. The beft is that which is dried

in the fun. Some dry it in the comalli, or pan, in which they bake.

their bread of maize,: and others in the temazcalli, a fort of oven, of

which we (hall fpeak elfewhere..

The Mexicans would not have been able to anemble fo many forts

of animals, if they had not had great dexterity in the exercife of the chacerf th<

chace. They made ufe of the bow and arrow, darts,, nets, fnares, and

Cerbottane*. The cerbottane which the kings and principal lords made

* Cerbottane, are long tubes, or pipes, through which they fhoot, by blowing with the

mouth little balls at birds, &.c ,-
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life of were curioufly carved and painted, and likewife adorned with

gold and filver. Befides the exercife of the chace which private indi-

viduals took e
:ther for amufement, or to provide food for themfelves,

there were general chaces, which were either thofe eflablifhed by cuf-

tom to procure a plenty of victims for facrifices, or others occafionally

appointed by the king. For this general chace they fixed on a large

wood, which was generally that of Zacatepec, not far diftant from the

capital ; there they chofe the place moft adapted for fetting a great

number of fnares and nets. With fome thoufands of hunters they

formed a circle round the wood of fix, feven, eight, or more miles,

according to the number of animals they intended to take : they fet

fire every where to the dry grafs and herbs, and made a terrible noife

with drums, horns, fhouting, and whiffling. The animals, alarmed

by the noife and the fire, fled to the centre of the wood, which was

the very place where the fnares were let. The hunters approached to-

wards the fame fpot, and ftill continuing their noife, gradually con-

tracted their circle,, until they left but a very fmall fpace to the game,

which they all then attacked with their arms. Some of the animals

were killed, and forne were taken alive in the fnares, or in the hands

of the hunters. The number and variety of game which they took

was fo great, that the firft viceroy of Mexico, when he was told of it,

thought it fo incredible, that he defired to make experience of the me-

thod himfelf. For the field of the chace, he made choice of a great

plain which lies in the country of the Otomies, between the villages

of Xilotepec and S. Giovanni del Rio, and ordered the Indians to pro-

ceed in the fame manner as they had been ufed to do in the time of

their paganifm. The viceroy, with a great retinue of Spaniards repair-

ed to the plain, where accommodations were prepared for them in houfes

built of wood, erected there on purpofe. Eleven thouiand Otomies

formed a circle of more than fifteen miles, and after practifing all the

means above mentioned, afTembled fuch a quantity of game on the plain,

that the viceroy, who was quite aflonifhed at the fight, commanded that

the greater part of them mould be let at liberty, which was accordingly

dene ; notwithstanding the number of animals taken would be altoge-

ther incredible, if the circumflance had not been publicly known and

attefled by many, aid among others by a witnefs worthy of the higheft

credit.
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credit frj. They killed more than fix hundred deer and wild goats, BOOK. VII.

upwards of a hundred cojot.es, and a furpriiing number of hares, rab-

bits, and other quadrupeds. The plain ftill retains the Spanifh name

Cazaderoy or place of the chace, which was then given it.

Befides the ufual method of practifing the chace, they had other par-

ticular devices for catching particular kinds of animals. In order to'

catch young apes, they made a fmall fire in the woods, and put among

the burning coals a particular kind of ftone which they called Cacalo-

tetly (raven, or black ftone), which burfts with a loud noife when it

is well heated. They covered.the fire with earth, and fprinkled around

it a little maize. The apes, allured by the grain, aflembled. about it

with their young, and- while they were peaceably eating,,, the. ftone

burft ; the old apes fled away in terror leaving their young behind them

;

the hunters, who were on the watch, then feized them, before their,

dams could return to carry them off..

The method alfo which they had, and ftill ufe, to catch ducks, is>

artful and curious. The lakes of the Mexican vale, as well as others

of the kingdom, are frequented by a prodigious multitude of ducks, geefe,,

and other aquatic birds. The Mexicans left fome empty gourds to.

float upon the water, where thofe birds reibrted, that they might be:

accuftomed to fee and approach them without fear. The bird-catcher

went into the water fo deep as to hide his body, and covered his head'

with a gourd ; the ducks came to peck at it, and then he pulled them,

by the feet under water, and. in this, manner fecured as many as he:

pleafed.

They took ferpents alive either by twifting them with great dexter-

ity, or approaching them intrepidly, they feized them, with one hand,

by the neck, and fewed up their mouths with the other. They ftill.

take them in this way, and every day in the apothecary's mops of the

capital, and other cities, may be- fccn. live ferpents which have heen

taken in this manner.

But nothing is more wonderful than their quicknefs in tracing thaj

fteps of wild beafts. Although there is not the fmalleft print of them,

to be feen from the earth being covered with herbs or dry leaves whicht

(r.) P. Toribio di Benavcnti, or Motolinia.

falls
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fa!! from the trees, they ftill track them, particularly if they are wound-

ed, by obferving moft attentively fometimes the drops of blood which

fall upon the leaves as they pafs, fometimes the herbs which are broken

or beat down by their feet (sj.

From the fituation of their capital, and its vicinity to the lake of

Chalco, which abounded with fifh, the Mexicans were fall more in-

vited to fifliing than the chace. They employed themfelves in it from

the time of their arrival in that country, and their art in frilling procured

them all other neceffaries. The inftruments which they moft com-

monly made ufe of in fifliing were nets, but they alio employed hooks,

harpoons, and weals.

The fifhers not only caught fifh, but even took crocodiles in two

different methods. One was by tying them by the neck, which, as

Hernandez ailerts, was very common ; but this author does not ex-

plain the manner in which they performed an act fo daring againft fo

terrible a creature. The other method, which is ftill ufed by fome,

was that which the Egyptians formerly pra&ifed on the famous croco-

diles of the Nile. The fifher prefented himfelf before the crocodile,

carrying in his hand a ftrong flick, well iharpened at both ends, and

when the animal opened its mouth to devour him, he thruft his armed

hand into its jaws, and as the crocodile fhut its mouth again, it was

transfixed by the two points of the flick. The fifher waited until it

grew feeble from the lofs of blood, and then he killed it.

Fifliing, hunting, .agriculture, and the arts, furnifhed the Mexicans

feveral branches of commerce. Their commerce in the country of

Anahuac began as foon as they were fettled upon the little iflands in

theTezcucan lake. The fifh which they caught, and the mats which

they wove of rufTies which the fame lake produces, was exchanged for

maize, cotton, ftones, lime, and the wood, which they required for

their fupport, for their clothing, and their buildings. In proportion

to the power which their arms acquired, their commerce increafed ;

fo that from having been at firft confined to the environs of their own

Is) The account which we have of the Taraumarefe, the Opates, and other nations beyond

the Tropic, when purfued by their enemies the Apacci, is ftill more wonderful
;

for by the

touch and obfervations of the foottleps of their enemies, they can tell the time at which they

paffed there. The fame thing we underftand is reported of the people of Yucatan.

8
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city, it extended at laft to the moft diftant provinces. There were in-

numerable Mexican merchants, who inceffantly travelled from one city

to another to exchange their goods to advantage. In every place of

the Mexican empire, and of all the extenfive country of Anahuac, a

market was opened every day ; but every five days they held one whicr*

was more confiderable and general. Cities which v/ere near toge-

ther had this market on different days, that they might not prejudice

each other ; but in the capital it was kept on the days of the Houfe, the

Rabbet, the Reed, and the Flint, which, in the firft year of the cen-

tury, were the third, the eighth, the thirteenth, and eighteenth of every

month.

In order to convey fome idea of thofe markets, or rather fairs, which

have been fo much celebrated by the hiflorians of Mexico, it will be

fufficient to defcribe that held in the capital. Until the time of king

Axajacatl, it was kept in a fpace of ground before the royal palace

;

but after the conqueft of Tlatelolco, it was removed to that quarter.

The public place of Tlatelolco was, according to the account of the

conqueror Cortes, twice as large as that of Salamanca, one of the moft

famous in Spain (/), and furrounded by porticos for the convenience

of the merchants. Every fort of merchandize had a particular place

allotted to it by the judges of commerce. In one ftation were goods

of gold, and filver, and jewels ; in another, manufadures of cotton ;

in another, thofe of feathers, and fo forth ; and no change of fituation

was allowed to any of them ; but although the fquare was very large,

as all the merchandizes could not be lodged in it without interrupting

the tranfaftion of bufinefs, it was ordered that all large goods, fuch as

beams, ftones, &c. mould be left in the roads and canals near to the

market-place. The number of merchants who daily affembled there,

according to the affirmation of Cortes himfelf, exceeded fifty thou-

fand(«). The things which were fold or exchanged there, were fo

(t) In three editions of the letters of Cortes which we have feen, we have read, that the

fquare of Tlatelolco was twice as large as the city of Salamanca, whereas it ought to read, as

that of the city of Salamanca. _
(u) Although Co.tes affirmed that there affembled daily in the market-place of Tlatelolco

fifty thoufand people, it appears that it ought to be underftood of the great market which was

held every five days ; for the anonymous conqueror, who fpeaks more dilTinftly of it, fays,

that at the markets there were from twenty to twenty-five thoufand, but at the great markets

from forty to fifty thoufand.

Vol. I. D d d numerous
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BOOK VII. numerous and fo various, that hiflorians who faw them, after making

a long and tedious enumeration, conclude with faying, it is impof-
fible to exprefs them all. Without contradicting their alTertion, and
to avoid prolixity, we will endeavour to comprehend them in a few
words. To that fquare were carried to be fold or exchanged all the

productions of the Mexican empire, or adjacent countries, which
could ferve for the neceffaries of life, the convenience, the luxuries,

the vanity, or curiofity of man (x) ; innumerable fpecies of animals,

both dead and alive, every fort of eatable which was in ufe amongh:
them, all the metals and gems which were known to them, all the

medicinal drugs and fimples, herbs, gum, refms, and mineral earths,

as well as the medicines prepared by their phyiicians, fuch as beve-

ridges, electaries, oils, plafters, ointments, &c. and every fort of ma-
nufacture and work of the thread of the metl, maguei, or aloe, of the

mountain palm, of cotton, of feathers, of the hair of animals, of wood,
of ftone, of gold, filver, and copper. They fold there alfo Haves,

and even whole velfels, laden with human dung, for drefling the fkins

of animals. In fhort, they fold in that fquare every thing which could

be fold in all that city ; for they had no mart elfewhere, nor was any

thing fold out of the market-place except eatables. The potters and
jewellers of Cholula, the goldfmiths of Azcapozalco, the painters of

Tezcuco, the ftone-cutters of Tenajocan, the hunters of Xilotepec,.

the rimers of Cuitlahuac, the fruiterers of hot countries, the mat-wea-
vers and chair-makers of Quauhtitlan, and florifts of Xochimilco, all

ahembled there.

Their commerce was not only carried on by way of exchange, as

many authors report, but likewife by means of real purchale and fale..

They had five kinds of real money, though it was not coined, which
ferved them as a price to purchafe whatever they wanted. The firft

was a certain fpecies of cacao, different from that which they ufed in

their daily drink, which was in conftant circulation through the hands
of traders, as our money is amongft us. They counted the cacao by Xt~
quepilli, (this as we have before obferved, was equal s.o eight thouiand),

(*) Whoever will take the trouble to read the defcription which Cortes, Bernal Diaz, and''

the anonymous conqueror have given of their market, will be convinced there is no e.\ ae-
ration made here of the variety of their merchandizes.

and
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and to fave the trouble of counting them when the merchandize was

of great value, they reckoned them by facks, every fack having been

reckoned to contain three xiquipilli, or twenty-four thoufand nuts.

The fecond kind ofmoney was certain fmall cloths of cotton, which they

called patolquacbtli, as being folely deftined for the purchafe of mer-

chandizes which were immediately necefTary. The third fpecies of money

was gold in duft, contained in goofe-quills, which, by being tranfparent,

fhewed the precious metal which filled them, and in proportion to

their fize were of greater or lefs value. The fourth, which moil re-

fembled coined money, was made of pieces of copper in the form of

a T, and was employed in purchafes of little value. The fifth, of which

men'tion is made by Cortes,, in his laft letter to the emperor Charles

the Vth, confifled of thin pieces of tin.

They fold and exchanged merchandizes by number and meafure

;

but we do know that they made ufe of weights, either becaufe they

thought them liable to frauds, as fome authors have faid, or becaufe

they did not find them necefTary, as others have affirmed, or becaufe
\f

they did ufe them the Spaniards never knew it fyj.

To prevent fraudulent contracts and diforder amongft the traders,

there were certain commiffioners who were continually traveling the

market to obferve what happened, and a tribunal of commerce, com-

pofed of twelve judges, refiding in a houfe of the fquare, was appoint-

ed to decide all difputes between traders, and take cognizance of all

trefpaffes committed in the market-place. Of all the goods which

were brought into the market, a certain portion was paid in tribute to

the king, who was on his part obliged to do jufttce to the merchants,

and to protect their property and their perfons. A theft feldom hap-

pened in the market, on account of the vigilance of the king's offi-

cers, and the feverity with which it was inftantly punimed. But it is

npt the leaft furprifing, that theft was fo rigorouily punifhed, where

the fmalleft diforders were never pardoned. The laborious and moil

( v J Comal* believed, that the Mexicans made no ufe of fcales or weights
;
becaufe they

Were ignorant of fuch a contrivance ; but it is very improbable, that a nation to indunnous

and commercial mould not have known the manner of afcertaining the weight of goods, when

«,<** other nations of America, lefs acute than the Mexicans, ftilyards were made ufe of, ac^

Trdin. to the report of the fame author, to weigh gold. Of how many c.rcumftances rela-

tive to American antkfcuity are we flill ignorant, owing to the want of proper examination and

3^
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fincere F. Motolinia relates, that a quarrel having arifen once between

two women in the market of Tezcuco, and one of them having gone fo

far as to beat the other with her hands, and occafion the lofs of fome

blood, to the amazement of the people, who were not accuftomed to

fee fuch an outrage committed there, me was immediately condemned

to death for the offence. All the Spaniards who faw thofe markets

extolled them with the higher! praifes, and were unable to exprefs in

words the admirable difpofition, and the wonderful order which was

maintained among fo great a multitude of merchants and merchandizes.

The markets of Tezcuco, Tlafcala, Cholula, Huexotzinco, and

other large places, were ordered in the fame manner as that of Mexico.

At the market of Tlafcala, Cortes affirms, more than thirty thoufand

merchants and others affembled (z) . At that of Tepeyacac, which

was not one of the largeft cities, Motolinia above mentioned fays, he

has known twenty-four years after the conqueft, when the commerce
of thofe people was greatly declined, that at the market held every

Ave days, there were not lefs than eight thoufand European hens fold,

and that as many were fold at the market of Acapitlayocan.

When young merchants were defirous of undertaking a long journey,

they gave an entertainment to the old merchants, who were no longer

able on account of their age to travel, and alfo to their own relations,

and informed them of their deiign, and the motive which induced

them to travel into diftant countries.

Thofe who were invited praifed their refolution, encouraged them

to follow the fteps of their anceflors, particularly if it was their firfr.

journey which they were going to perform, and gave feveral advices to

them how they were to conduit thernfelves. In general, many of them
travelled together for greater fafety. Each of them carried in his hand

a fmooth black flick, which, as they faid, was the image of their o-od

Jacateuctli, with which they imagined thernfelves fecure againff. all the

dangers of the journey. As foon as they arrived at any houfe where
they made a halt, they affembled and tied all the flicks together and
worihipped them ; and twice or thrice, during the night, they drew

(z) That which Cortes has faid refpecting the number of merchants and dealers which af-

fembled at the market of Tlafcala, ought mod probably to be undeiiiood of the market of
every five days, in the fame manner as we have obferved above refpeding that of Mexico.

blood
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merchant was abfent from home, his wire and children did not warn

their heads, although they bathed, excepting once every eighty days,

not only to teftify their regret of his abfence, but alfo by that fpecies

of mortification to procure the protection of their gods. When any

of the merchants died on their journey, advice of his death was imme-

diately fent to the oldeft merchants of his native country, and they

communicated it to his relations and kindred, who immediately formed an

imperfect ftatue of wood to reprefent the deceafed, to which they paid all

the funeral honours which they would have done to the real dead body.

For the convenience of merchants, and other travellers, there were

public roads, which were repaired every year after the rainy feafon.

They had likewife in the mountains and uninhabited places, houfes

ere&ed for the reception of travellers, and bridges, and other veffels

4br paffmg rivers. 'Their veffels were oblong and flat-bottomed, with- ^'
Si

and

out keel, malts, or fails, or any other thing to guide them but oars.

They were of various fizes. The fmallefl could hardly hold two or

three people, the largeft could carry upwards of thirty. Many of them

were made of one fingle trunk of a tree. The number of thofe which

were continually traverfing the Mexican lake, exceeded, according to

the account of ancient hiflorians fifty thoufand. Befides the veffels,

or flats, they made ufe of a particular machine to pafs rivers, which

was called vaffa, by the Spaniards of America. This is a fquare plat-

form, of about five feet, compofed of otatli, or folid canes, tied firmly

upon large, hard, empty gourds. Four, or fix paffengers feated them-

felves upon this machine, and were conduced from one fide of a rivet-

to the other by two or four fwimmers, who laid hold of one corner of

the machine with one of their hands, and fwam with the other. This

fort of machine is ffill ufed on fome rivers diflant from the capital,

and we ourielves palled a large river on one of them in 1739. It is

perfectly fafe where the current of the water is equal and fmooth, but

dangerous in rapid and impetuous rivers.

Their bridges were built either of ftone or wood, but thofe of ftone

we are of opinion were extremely few in number. The mod Angular

kind of bridge was that to which the Spaniards gave the name of Ha-

maca. This was a number of the ropes, or natural ligatures of a tree,

more
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BOOK VI r. more pliant than the willow, but thicker and ftronger, called in Ame-
"^T"^ rica Bejucos, twifted and wove together, the extremities of which were

tied to the trees on each fide of rivers, the trefs or net formed by them
remaining fufpended in the air in the manner of a fwing {a). There
are fome rivers with fuch bridges ftill. The Spaniards durft not pafs

them, but the Indians pais them with as much confidence and intre-

pidity as if they were croffing by a {lone bridge, perfectly regardlefs

of the undulatory motion of the hamaca, or the depth of the river.

But it is to be obferved, that the ancient Mexicans having been excel-
lent fwimmers, had no need of bridges, uniefs where from the rapi-

dity of the current, or the weight of fome burden, they could not fwim
acrofs.

The Mexican hiftorians tell us nothing of the maritime commerce
of the Mexicans. It is probable that it was very trifling, and that their

veffels, which were feen coafting on both feas, were chiefly thofe ofr
fifhermen. Their greater!: traffick by water was carried on in the lake

of Mexico. All the ftone and wood for building, and for fire, the
fifh, the greater part of the maize, the pulfe, fruit, flowers, &c. was
brought by water. The commerce of the capital with Tezcuco, Xo-
chimilco, Chalco, Cuitlahuac, and other cities fituated upon the lake,

was carried on by water, and occafioned that wonderful number of vef-

fels to be employed which we have already mentioned.

Whatever was not tranfported by water was carried upon men's
backs, and on that account there were numbers of men who carried

burdens, called T/amama or Tlameme. They were brought up from
childhood to this bufinefs, which they continued all their lives. A
regular load was about fixty pounds, and the length of way they daily

walked was fifteen miles ; but they made alfo journeys of two hun-
dred and three hundred miles, travelling frequently over rocky and
fteep mountains. They were fubjecled to this intolerable fatigue

from the want of beafts of burden ; and even at prefent, although
thofe countries abound in animals of this fort, the Mexicans are ftill

often feen making long journeys with burdens upon their backs. They
carried cotton, maize, and other things in petlacalli, which were baf-

(a) Some bridges are fo tight drawn that they have no undulatory motion, and all of them
fcave their fide fupport made of the fame parts of the tree.

8 kets
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kets made of a particular kind of cane, and covered with leather, which

were light and defended their goods fufficiently from the rain or the

fun. Thefe bafkets are ftill a good deal ufed for journeys by the Spa-

niards, who corrupt their name into petacas.

The commerce of the Mexicans was by no means embarrafTed, either

by the multitude or variety of languages which were fpoken in thofe

countries ; for the Mexican tongue which was the moft prevailing,

was underftood and fpoken every where. It was the proper and natural

language of the Acolhuas and the Aztecas (l>), and as we have ob-

ferved elfewhere, likewife of the Chechemecan and Toltecan nations.

The Mexican language, of which we with to give our readers fome

idea, is entirely deftitute of the confonants B, D, F, G, R, and S, and

abounds with L, X, T, Z, Tl, Tz j but although the letter L is fo

familiar to this language, there is not a fingle word in it beginning

with that confonant. Nor is there a word of an acute termination,

except fome vocatives. Almoft all the words have the penult fyllable

long. Its afpirates are moderate and foft, and there never is occafion

to make the leaf! nafal found in pronunciation.

Notwithftanding the want of thofe fix confonants it is a moll copi-

ous language ; tolerably polifhed, and remarkably expreffive j on which

account it has been highly valued and praifed by all Europeans who have

learned it, fo as to be efteemed by many fuperior to the Latin, and even

to the Greek (c) ; but although we know the particular excellencies of

the Mexican language, we can never dare to compare it with the laft.

Of the copioufnefs of this language we have an exceeding good de-

monftration in the Natural Hiftory of Hernandez ; for in defcribing

twelve hundred plants of the country of Anahuac, two hundred and

more fpecies of birds, and a large number of quadrupeds, reptiles,

infects, and minerals, he hardly found a fingle animal, herb, or fub-

(b) Boturini fays, that the excellence of the language which we call the Mexican, was the

reafon of Its being- adopted by the Chechemecan, the Mexican, and Teocheehemecan nations,

and of their relinquifiiing their native tongue ; but befides this opinion being different from

that of all other writers, and of the Indians themfelves, there are no traces in hiftory of the

event of fuch a change. Where has there ever been a ration known to abandon its native

idiom to adopt a better, and particularly a nation fo tenacious as the Mexicans, and all the

other nations of thofe countries of their particular language ?

(c) Among the admirers of the Mexican language there have been fome Frenchmen and Flo

mines, and many Germans, Italians, and Spaniards*

itance;
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BOOK vn. ftance, without its diftindt and proper appellation. But it is not the

leaft furprifing, that it abounds in words which fignify material objects,

when there are hardly any wanting of thofe which are neceiTary to

exprefs fpiritual ideas. The highefl myfteries of our religion can be

well expreiled in Mexican, without any neceflity of introducing foreign

terms. Acoila wonders, that the Mexicans who had an idea of a fu-

preme Being, creator of heaven and earth, had not alfo in their lan-

guage a word to exprefs it equivalent to Dios of the Spaniards, Deus

of the Romans, Theos of the Grecians, El of the Hebrews, and Ala

of the Arabs : on which account their preachers were obliged to make
ufe of the Spanirh term Dios. But if this author had had any know-
ledge of the Mexican language, he would have known that the Teotl

of the Mexicans fignifies the fame thing as the Theos of the Greeks,

and that there was no other reafon for introducing the Spanifh word

Dios, but the exceflive fcruples of the firft miiTionaries, who, as they

burned the hiftorical paintings of the Mexicans, becaufe they fufpected

them to be full of fuperftitious meanings, (of which alfo Acofta him-

felf juflly complains), likewife rejected the Mexican word Teotl, be-

caufe it had been ufed to exprefs the falfe gods whom they worfhipped.

But it would have been better to have imitated the example of St. Paul,

who, when he found that in Greece the name Theos was ufed to fignify

certain falfe deities, more abominable ftill than thofe of the Mexicans,

did not compel the Greeks to adopt the El, or Adonai, of the Hebrews,

but retained the ufe of the Greek term, making it be underftood from

that time, to fignify a fupreme, eternal, and infinitely perfect Being.

However, many difcerning men who have wrote in the Mexican lan-

guage, have not fcrupled to make ufe of the name Teotl, in the fame

manner as they all make ufe of the Ipalnemoani, of the Tloque Nahua-

que, and other names fignificative of the Supreme Being, which the

Mexicans applied to their invifible God. In one of our DifTertations

we mail give a lift of the authors who have wrote in the Mexican lan-

guage on the Christian religion and morality, and alfo a lift of terms, fig-

nifying metaphyfical and moral ideas, in order to expofe the ignorance

and weaknefs of an author (d) who has had abfurdity enough to publifh

£<0 The autLor of the work entitled, Recherches Philofophiques fur les Americains.

that
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that the Mexicans had no words to count above the number three, or BOOKvn.

to exprefs any metaphyseal or moral ideas, and that on account of its

harflmefs no Spaniard had ever learned to pronounce it. We could

here give the numeral words of this language, by which the Mexicans

could count up to forty-eight millions at leaft, and could mew how com-

mon this language was among the Spaniards, and how well thofe who

have written in it have underftood it.

The Mexican language, like the Hebrew and French, wants the

fuperlative term, and like the Hebrew, and moft of the living lan-

guages of Europe, the comparative term, which are fupplied by cer-

tain particles equivalent to thofe which are ufed in other fuch languages.

It abounds more than the Tufcan in diminutives and augmentatives,

and more than the Englifh or any other language we know in verbal

and abftracl: terms j for there is hardly a verb from which there are

not many verbals formed, and fcarcely a fubliantive or adjective from

which there are not fome abftrads formed. It is not lefs copious m
verbs than in nouns ; as from every finglc verb others are derived of

different fignifications. Chihua, is to do, GBchih.ua, to do with dili-

gence, or ofim ; Chihuilia, to do to another ;
Chihualtia, to caufe to be

*done\ Chihuatiuh, to go to do) Chihuaco, to come to do; Chiuhtiuh,

to be doing, &c. We could fay a great deal more on the fubjed:, if it

was permitted in the rules of hiftory.

The ftyle of addrefs in Mexican varies according to the rank of

the perfons, with whom, or about whom, convention is held, add-

ing to the nouns, verbs, prepofitions, and adverbs, certain particles ex-

preffive of refpedt : Tatti, means father ; Amota, yourfather ;
Amo~

tatzin, your worthyfather. Tleco, is to afcend ; if a perfon commands

his fervant to afcend a certain place, he fays fimply Xitleco ;
but if he

afks fome refpedable perfon to do fo, he will fay Ximotlicahm ;
and if

he wimes to ufe ftill more ceremony and refpeft Maximothcahwtzino.

This variety, which gives fo much civilization to the language, does

not, however, make it difficult to be fpoken > becaufe it is fubjeited

to rules which are fixed and eafy; nor do we know any language that

is more regular and methodical

.

The Mexicans, like the Greeks and other nations, have the advan-

tage of making comoounds of two, three, or four fimple words j
but

Vol. I. E e e they
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BOOK VII. they do it with more ceconomy than the Greeks did ; for the Greeks

made ufe of the entire words in compofition, whereas the Mexicans

cut off fyllables, or at leafi fome letters from them. T'lazoili, frgnifies-

valued or loved ; Mahuitztic, honoured or revered-, 'lefptxqui, prieji

;

a word itfelf too compofed of Teotl, god; and the verb Pia, which

fignifies to hold, guard, or keep ; Tatli is father, as we have already

faid. To unite thofe five words in one, they take away eight confo-

nants and four vowels, and fay for inftance Notlazomabuitztecpixcatal-

zin, that is, my very worthy father, or revered prieji ; prefixing the

Ho, which correfponds to the pronoun my, and adding tzin, which is

a particle expreffive of reverence. A word of this kind is extremely-

common with the Indians when they addrefs, and particularly when,

they confefs themfelves, which although it is complex, is not, how-

ever one of the longeft ; for there are fome compounded of fo many

terms as to have fifteen or fixteen fyllables.

Such compounds were made ufe of in order to give the definition,

or defcription, of a thing, whatever it was, in one word. This may be

difcovered in the names of animals and plants, which are to be found

in the Natural Hiflory of Hernandez, and in the names of places

which occur frequently in this hiflory. Almofl all the names which

they gave to places of the Mexican empire are compounds, and fignify

the fituation or properties of the places, and that fome memorable ac-

tion happened there. Many of their expreffions are fo ftrong, that the

ideas of them cannot be heightened, particularly on the fabjecl of love.

In fhort, all thofe who have learned this language, and can judge of

its copioufnefs, regularity, and beautiful modes of fpeech, are of opi-

nion, that fuch a language cannot have been fpoken by a barbarous

people.

A nation pofTefTed of fo powerful a language, could not want poets

and orators. Thofe two arts were much exercifed by the Mexicans,

although they were very far from knowing all their excellencies
.
Thofe

who were deftined to be orators, were inflrucfed from their infancy in

fpeaking properly, and learned to repeat by memory the moft celebrated

orations of their anceftors that had been handed down from father to

fon. Their eloquence was employed principally in delivering embaf-

fies, in councils, and congratulatory addreffes, which they made to new

kings,.

Seci-.XLII
Eloquence
and Poetry.
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kings. Although their moft celebrated fpeakers are not to be com- BOOKVll.

pared with the orators of the polifhed nations of Europe, it is not to

be denied that their difcourfes were found, judicious, and elegant, as

may be perceived from thofe fpecimens of their eloquence which are

ftill extant. Even at prefent, when they are reduced to a ftate of great

humiliation, and retain not their ancient inftitutions, they make ha-

rangues in their affemblies, which are fo full of good fenfe and pro-

priety as to excite the admiration of all thofe who hear them.

The number of their public fpeakers was exceeded by that of their

poets In their verfes they were attentive to the cadence and meafure.

Among the remains which we have of their poetry, are fome verfes

in which between words that are fignificative, interjections, or fylla-

bles, are interpofed, devoid of any meaning, and only made ufe of by

what appears to adjuft the meafure; but this practice was, probably,

only a vice of their bad poets. The language of their poetry was bril-

liant, pure, and agreeable, figurative, and embelliflied with frequent

comparifons to the moft pleafing objects in nature, luch as flowers,

trees, rivers, &c. It was in poetry chiefly where they made ufe of

words in competition, which became often fo very long, that a fingle

one made a verfe of the longeft meafure.

The fubjea of their poetical compofitions was various. They com-

pofed hymns in praife of their gods, to obtain from them thofe favours

they flood in need of, which were Tung in the temples and at their fa-

cred dances. Some were hiftorical poems, reciting the events of the

nation and the glorious aftion of their heroes, which were fung at pro-

fane dances. Some were odes, containing fome moral or leffon ufeful

in the conduct of life. Laflly, fome were poems on love, or iome

other pleafing fubject, fuch as the chace, which were fung at the pub-

lic rejoicings" of the feventh month. The priefts were the chief com-

pofers of thofe pieces, and taught them to young boys, that they

might fing -them when they were grown up. We have already men-

tioned the celebrated compofitions of king Nezahualcojotl. The

efteem in which poetry was held by that king, excited his fubjeds to

cultivate that art, and multiplied the number of poets of his court.

It is related of one of thofe poets, that having been condemned to.

die for fome crime, he made a compofition in prifon, in which he

E e e 2 took
1
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. took leave of the world In fo tender and pathetic a manner, that the
muiicians of the palace, who were his friends, advifed him to fing it to
the king i the king heard it, and was fo much affected, that he grant-
ed the culprit a pardon. This was a fingular event in the hiftory of
Acolhuacan, in which we read in general, examples of the greateft fe-

verity of government. We mould be happy, if it were in our power,
to produce here fome fragments which we have feen of the poetry of
thofe nations, to fatisfy the curious among our readers (<?);

Dramatic, as well as lyric poetry, was greatly in repute among the
Mexicans. Their theatre, on which thofe kind of compofitions were
reprefented, was a fquare terras uncovered, raifed in the market-place,
or the lower area of fome temple, and fuitably high, that the aciors

might be {hen and heard by all. That which was conducted in the
market-place of Tlatelolco, was madeofftone and lime, and, agreeable
to what Cortes affirms, thirteen feet high, and thirty paces in length
every way.

Cav. Boturini fays, that the Mexican comedies were excellent, and
that among the antiques which he had in his curious mufeum, were
two dramatic compofitions on the celebrated apparitions of the mother
of God to the Mexican Neophyte Gio. Didaco, in which a particular

delicacy and harmony in the expreffions was difcernible. We have
never feen any composition of this nature, and although we do not
doubt of the delicacies of the language of them, wc cannot readily be-

lieve that their comedies were much according to the rules of the drama,
or deferving of the exceffive praife of that annalift. The defcription which
Acofta has left us of their theatre and reprefentations, in which he
mentions thofe which were made at Cholula at the great feftival of the

god Quet%alcoatl
i is much more worthy of credit, and more confiitent

with the character of thofe nations :
" There was," he fays, " in the

tl
area of the temple of this god a fmall theatre, thirty feet fquare,

' curioufly whitened, which they adorned with boughs, and fitted up
" with the utmoil neatnefs, furrounding it with arches made of flowers
" and feathers, from which were fufpended many birds, rabbits, and

;

(e) P. Orazio Carocci, a learned Milanefe jefuit, publiflied fome elegant verfes of the an-
cient Mexicans, in his admirable grammar of the Mexican language, printed in Mexico about
the middle of the laft century.

S " other
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<( other pleafing objects ; where, after having dined, the whole of the BOOK vn.

" people affembled, the actors appeared, and exhibited burlefque cha-

" racters, feigning themfelves deaf, iick with colds, lame, blind, crip-

" led, and addreffing the idol for a return of health : the deaf people

* £ anfwering at crofs purpofes, thofe who had colds, coughing, and

" fpitting, and the lame halting ; all recited their complaints and mif-

" fortunes, which produced infinite mirth among the audience. Others

" appeared under the names of different little animals, fome in the dif-

" guife of beetles, fome like toads, fome like lizards, and upon en-

" countering each other, reciprocally explained their employments,

" which was highly fatisfactory to the people, as they performed

" their parts with infinite ingenuity. Several little boys alfo belong"-

" ing to the temple, appeared in the difguife of butterflies, and birds

" of various colours, and mounting upon the trees which were fixed

" there on purpofe ; the priefts threw little balls of earth at them with

" flings, occafioning incidents of much humour and entertainment to

" thefpectators. All the fpectators then made a grand dance which termi-

" nated the feftival. This took place at their principal festivals only ffj"
The defcription which Acofla here gives, calls to our recollection

the firft fcenes among the Greeks, and we doubt not, that if the Mexi-

can empire had endured a century or two longer, their theatre would

have been reduced to a better form, as the Grecian theatre improved

itfelf but flowly and by degrees.

The firft religious miffionaries who announced the gofpel to thofe

nations, obferving their attachment to mufic and poetry, and the m-

perftitious notions which characlerifed all their native compofitions as

pagans, compofed many fongs and odes in the Mexican language in

praife of the true God. The laborious Francifcan, Bernardino Saha-

gun, compofed in pure and elegant Mexican, and printed at Mexico,

three hundred and fixty-five hymns, one for each day of the year (g)»

and the Indians themfelves compofed many others in praife of the

true God.

(./") Acofta Stor. Nat. a Mor. delle Indie, lib. v. cap. 29.

(g ) SaHagW's work was printed, according to the bed of our knowledge, in 1540. Dr.

Eguiara complains in his Bibliotcca Mejicana, that he was never able to find one copy of it.

We law one in a library of the college of St. Francefco Saverio of the Jefuits of Angelopoli.

Botu-
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Boturini makes mention of the compositions of D. Francifco Pla-

cido, governor of Azcapozaico, lung by him at the facred dances,

which he, along with other Mexican nobles, made before the famous

image of the Virgin of Guadaloupe. Thofe zealous Francifcans

wrote alfo feveral dramatic pieces in Mexican, relative to the myf-

teries of the Christian religion. Amongfl others was celebrated

that of the univerfal judgment, compofed by the indefatigable mif-

fionary Andrea d' Olmos, which was reprefented in the church of

Tlatelolco, in the prefence of the mil: governor, and the firfl arch-

bifbop of Mexico, and a great affembly of the Mexican nobility and

people.

Their mmic was Hill more imperfect than their poetry. They had

no Stringed instruments. All their mufic conSiSted in the Huehuetl,

the TeponaztU, horns, fea-fhelis, and little flutes or pipes, which made

a fhrill found. The Huehuetl, or Mexican drum, was a cylinder of

wood, more than three feet high, curioully carved and painted on the

outride, covered above with the fkin of a deer, well dreffed and ftretch-

ed, which they tightened or Slackened occasionally, to make the found

more Sharp or deep. They Struck it only with their fingers, but it

required infinite dexterity in the Striker. The Teponaztli, which is ufed.

to this day among the Indians, is alfo cylindrical and hollow, but all

of wood, having no fkin about it, nor any opening but two Slits

lengthways in the middle, parallel to, and at a little distance from each

other. It is founded by beating the fpace between thole two Slits

with two little Sticks, Similar to thofe which are made ufe of for mo-

dern drums, only that their points are covered with ule, or elaStic gum,

to foften the found. The Size of this instrument is various ; fome are

fo fmall as to be hung about the neck ; fome of a middling Size, and

others So large as to be upwards of five feet long. The found which

they yield is melancholy, and that of the largeft is fo loud, that it may

be heard at the distance of two or three miles. To the accompany-

ment of thofe instruments, the figure of which we here prefect to our

readers, the Mexicans fung their hymns and facred mulic. Their Sing-

ing was harm and offensive to European ears; but they took fo much
pleafure in it themfelves, that on festivals, they continued fmging the

whole
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whole day. This was unqueftionably the art in which the Mexicans

were leafl fuccefsful.

However imperfect they were in mufic, their dances in which they

exercifed themfelves from childhood, under the direction of the priefts,

were moft graceful. They were of various kinds, and were differently

named, according to the nature of the dance, or the circumftances of

the feftival on which they were made. They danced fometimes in a

circle, and fometimes in ranks. At fome dances only men, and at

others, only women danced. On fuch occafions, the nobles put on

their moft pompous drefTes, adorned themfelves with bracelets, ear-

rings, and various pendants of gold, jewels, and fine feathers, and car-

ried in one hand a fhield covered with the moft beautiful plumes, or a

fan made of feathers ; and in the other an Ajacaxtli, which is a cer-

tain little veffel, which we mail mention hereafter, refembling a hel-

met, round or oval in {hape, having many little holes, and containing

a number of little ftones which they (hook together, accompanying the

found, which is not difagreeable, with their muiical instruments. The
populace difguifed themfelves, under various figures of animals, in d relies

made of paper, of feathers, or fkins.

The little dance, which was made in the palaces for the amufement

of the lords, or in the temples, as a particular act of devotion, or in.

private houfep, when they celebrated nuptials, or made any other do-

meftic rejoicing, coniifted of but a few dancers,, who formed themfelves

in two parallel lines, dancing fometimes with their faces turned to the

one, fometimes towards the other extremity of their lines; fometimes the

perfon of one line faced thofe correfpondent to them in the other, each

line occafionally crofting and intermingling with the other, and fome-

times one of each line detaching themfelves from the reft, danced in

the fpa'ce between both, while the others flood ftili.

The great dance, which was made in large open fpaces of ground,

or in the area of the greater temple, differed from the other in the or-

der, form, and number of the dancers. This dance was fo numerous

that fome hundreds of people ufed to join in it. The mufic was placed

in the middle of the area or fpace ; near to it the lords danced, forming

two, three, or more circles, according to the number of them which

was prelent. At a little diftance from them were formed other circles.of

dancers,
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dancers of lefs rank ; and, at a fmall interval from them, other circles

proportionably larger were formed, which were compofed of youths.

All thefe circles had for their centre the Huebuetl and the Teponaztli.

The deiign which we have given of the order and difpofition of this

dance, reprefents it in the form of a wheel, in which the points denote

the dancers, and the circles fliew the figure which they defcribed in

their dance. The radii of the wheel are as many in number as there

were dancers in the fmalleft circle nearer! to the mufic. All the dan-

cers defcribed a circle in their dancing, and no perfon departed from

the radius or line to which he belonged. Thofe who danced clofe to

the mufic, moved with ilownefs and gravity, as the circle which they

had to make was fmaller, and on that account it was the place of the

lords and nobles moft advanced in age • but thofe who occupied the

ftation moil diftant from the muiic, moved with the utmoft velocity,

that they might neither lofe the diredion of the line to which they be-

longed, nor the meafure in which the lords danced.

Their dances were almoft always accompanied with finging; but

the finging was like all the movements of the dancers, adjufted by the

beating of the inftruments. Two perfons fung a verfe, to which all

the reft anfwered. In general the mufic began with a grave tone, and

the fingers in a low voice. The longer the dance continued, the more

chearful tone was founded by the mufic, the fingers raifed their voices,

their movements became fwifter, and the fubject of their fong more

joyful. In the fpace between the different lines of dancers, fome buf-

foons danced, who counterfeited the drefs of other nations, or difguifed

themfelves like wild beafts and other animals, exciting the mirth of

the people with their buffooneries. When one fet of dancers was

wearied, another was introduced, and thus they continued the dance

for fix, and fometimes eight hours.

This was the form of their ordinary dance ; but they had others that

were very different, in which they reprefented either fome myftery of

their religion, fome event of hiftory or war, the chace, or agriculture.

Not only the lords, the priefts, and the youth of the colleges danced

but likewife the kings in the temple in performance of their devotion,

or for their amufement in the palaces, but on fuch occasions they had

always a diftinct place for themfelves in refpett to their character.

Among
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Among others there was one extremely curious dance which is ftill BOOK vii,

kept up by the people of Yucatan. They fixed in the earth a tree,

or ftrpng port, fifteen or twenty feet high, from the top of which, ac-

cording to the number of dancers, they fufpended twenty or more

fmall cords, all long and of different colours. When each dancer had

taken hold of the end of his cord, they all began to dance to the found of

mufical inflruments, croffing each other with great dexterity until they

formed a beautiful net-work of the cords round the tree, on which the

colours appeared chequered in admirable order. Whenever the cords,

on account of the twirling, became fo fhort, that the dancers could hardly

keep hold of them with their arms raifed up, by croffing each other

again, they undid and unwound them from the tree. There is like-

wife pracfifed by all the Indians of Mexico an ancient dance commonly

called Tocotin, which is fo graceful, decent, and folemn, that it has

become one of the facred dances performed on certain feftivals in our

time.

The amufements of the Mexicans were not confined to the theatre

and dancing. They had various games, not only for certain fixed fea-

foris and public occalions, but alio for the diverfion and relaxation of

private individuals. Amongff. ithe public games, the race was one in

which they exercifed themfelves from childhood. In the.fecond month,

and poffibly alfo at other times, there were military games, among which

the warriors reprefented to the people a pitched battle. All thofe fports

were moil ufeful to the ft ate, for belides the innocent paftime which

they afforded to the people, they gave agility to their limbs, and ac-

cuftomed them to the fatigues of war.

The exhibition of the flyers which was made on certain great feftlvak,

and particularly in fecular years, was, though of lefs public benefit, more

celebrated than all others. They fought in the woods for an extremely

lofty tree, which,, after Gripping it of its branches and bark, they

brought to the city, and fixed in the centre of fome large fquarej

They cafed the point of the tree in a" wooden cylinder, which, on ac-

count of fome refemblance in its fhape, the Spaniards called a mortar.

From this cylinder hung four flrong ropes, which ferved to fupport a

fquare frame. In the ipace between the cylinder and the frame, they

fixed four other thick ropes, which they twifted as many times round

Vol. I. F f f the
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BOOK vii. the tree as there were revolutions to be made by the fliers. Thefe rotees

were drawn through four holes, made in the middle of the four planks

of which the frame confifled. The four principal flyers difguifed like

eagles, herons, and other birds, mounted the tree with great ao-ility,

by means of a rope which was laced about it from the ground up to

the frame ; from the frame they mounted one at a time fucceflively

upon the cylinder, and after having danced there a little, they tied

themfelves round with the ends of the ropes, which were drawn throuch
the holes of the frame, and launching with a fpring from it, began
their flight with their wings expanded. The aition of their bodies put
the frame and the cylinder in motion ; the frame by its revolutions gra-

dually untwifted the cords by which the flyers fwung ; fo that as the
ropes lengthened, they made fo much the greater circles in their flight.

Whilft thefe four were flying, a fifth danced upon the cylinder, beat-

ing a little drum, or waving a flag, without the fmalleft apprehenfion

of the danger he was in of being precipitated from fuch a height. The
others who were upon the frame (there having been ten or twelve perfons

generally who mounted) as foon as they faw the flyers in their laft revo-

lution, precipitated themfelves by the fame ropes, in order to reach the

ground at the fame time amidft the acclamations of the populace.

Thofe who precipitated themfelves in this manner by the ropes, that

they might make a ftill greater difplay of their agility, frequently palled

from one rope to another, at that part where, on account of the little

diftance between them, it was poffible for them to do fo.

The moft efiential point of this performance confifted in proportioning

fo juftly the height of the tree with the length of the ropes, that the

flyers mould reach the ground with thirteen revolutions, to reprefent

by fuch number their century of fifty-two years, compofed in the man-
ner we have already mentioned. This celebrated diverfion is ftill in ufe

in that kingdom; but no particular attention is paid to the number of the

revolutions, or the flyers ; as the frame is commonly fexagonal, or oc-
tagonal, and the flyers fix or eight in number. In fome places they
put a rail round the frame, to prevent accidents which were frequent

after the conqueft ; as the Indians became much given to drinking,,

and ufed to mount the tree when intoxicated with wine or brandy, and
were unable to keep their ftation on fo great a height, which was ufu-
ally fixty feet. s
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.Amongfr. the private games of the Mexicans, the moft common and BOOK VII,

moft efteemed was one refembling football. The place where they played

at it, which they called T/acbco, was, according to the defcription given

us by Torquemada, a plain fquare fpace of ground, about eighteen

perches in length, and proportionably broad, enclofed within four

walls, which were thicker below than above, and the fide walls were

built higher than the others, and well whitened and polifhed. They

were crowned all round with battlements, and on the lower wall flood

two idols, which they placed there at midnight with different fuperfti-

tious ceremonies, and before they ever played in it the place was bleiled

by the priefts, with other forms of the fame nature.

Thus Torquemada defcribes it ; but in four or more paintings which

We have feen, the draught of this game reprefents it fuch as we have given

it in our figures, which is totally different from the defcription of Tor-

quemada. It is probable, that there were varieties of the fame game.

The idols placed upon the walls were thole of the gods of game, of

whofe names we are ignorant \ but fufpecf the name of one of them

to have been Omacatl, the God of Rejoicings. The ball was made

of ule, or elaftic gum, three or four inches in diameter, which, al-

though heavier, rebounds mSre than thofe made of air. They played

in parties, two againfl two, or three againft three. The players were

entirely naked except the maxtldtl, or large bandage, about their middle.

It was an effential condition of the game not to touch the ball, unlefs

it was with the joint of the thigh, or the arm, or elbow, and who-

ever touched it with his hand or foot, or any other part of the body,

loft one of the game. The player who made the ball reach the op-

pofite wall, or made it rebound from it, gained a point. Poor people

played for ears of maize, or if they had nothing elfe they played for

the price of their liberty ; others flaked a certain number of dreifes of

cotton ; and rich perfons played -for articles of gold, precious feathers,

and jewels. There were in the fpace between the players two large

ftones, refembling in figure our mill-ftones, each of which had a hole

in the middle, a little larger than the ball. Whoever flruck the ball

through this hole, which was extremely uncommon, was not only

vi&or in the game, but according to the eftablifhed law, became the

F f f a pro-
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BOOK vil. proprietor of the drefles of all thofe who were prefent, and fuch a' feat

was celebrated as an immortal deed.

This game was in high eflimation with the Mexicans, and the other

nations of that kingdom, and much practifed, as is to be concluded

from the furprifing number of balls which the cities of Tochtepec,

Otatitlan, and other places, paid in tribute to the crown of Mexico,

the number of which, as we have already mentioned, was not lefs than

fixteen thoufand. The kings themfelves played and challenged each

other at this game; as Montezuma II. did Nezabiialpiili. At prefent

it is not in ufe among the nations of the Mexican empire; but it is

frill kept up among the Najarites, the Opates, the Taraumarefe, and

other nations of the North. All the Spaniards who have feen this

game were furprifed with the uncommon agility of the players.

The Mexicans took great delight alfo in another game, which fome

writers have called patolli (/&). They defcribed upon a fine mat made

of the palm-tree, a fquare, within which they drew two diagonal and

two crofs lines. Inftead of dice they threw large beans, marked with,

fmall points. According to the points which their dice turned up*

they put down, or took up, certain little flones from the junction of

the lines, and whoever had three little flones firft in a feries, was

vidror.

Bernal Diaz makes mention of another game at which king Monte-

zuma ufed to amufe himfelf with the conqueror Cortes, during the

time of his imprifonment, which he informs us was called Totoloque,

That king, he fays, threw from a diilance certain little balls of gold,,

at certain pieces of the fame metal, which were placed as marks, and

whoever made the firft five hits won the jewels for which they played.

Among the Mexicans there were perfons extremely dexterous at

games with the hands and feet. One man laid himfelf upon his back

on the ground, and raifing up his feet, took a beam upon them, or a

piece of wood, which was thick, round, and about eight feet in length..

He tolled it up to a certain height, and as it fell he received and

tolled it up again with his feet; taking it afterwards between his feet,.

he turned it rapidly round, and what is more, he did fo with twu.3

(/a) Patolli is a generic term fignifying every fort of game.

men
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men fitting aftride upon it, one upon each extremity of the beam. This

feat was performed at Rome before pope Clement VII. and many Ro-

man princes, by two Mexicans font over there by Cortes from Mexico, to

the finguhr iatisfacliion of the fpedtators. The exercifes alio which, in

fome countries are called the powers of Hercules, were extremely com-

mon amongft them. One man began to dance; another, placed upright

on his moulders, accompanied him in his movements ; while a third,

Handing upright upon the head of the fecond, danced and difplayed.

other inftances. of agility. They placed alfo a beam upon the mould-

ers of two dancers,, while a third danced upon the end of it. The

firfl Spaniards, who were witnefles of thofe and other exhibitions of the

Mexicans, were fo much aftoniihed at their agility, that they fufpedted

fome fupernatural power affifted them, forgetting to make a due allow-

ance for the progrefs of the human genius when affifted by application

and labour..

Though games, dances, and mufic, conduced lefs to utility than

pleafure, this was not the cafe with Hiftory and Painting j
two arts,

which ought not to be feparated in the hiftory of Mexico, as they had

no other hiftorians than their painters, nor any other writings than

their paintings to commemorate the events of the nation.

The Tokecas were the hrft people of the new world who employed,

the art of painting lor the ends of hiftory ; at leaft we know of no

other nation which did fo before them. The fame practice prevailed,

from time immemorial, among the Acolhuas, the feven Aztecan tribes,

and among all. the poliihed nations of Anahuac. The Chechemecas.

and the Otomies were taught it by the Acolhuas and the Toltecas,.

when they deferted their lavage life.

Among the paintings, of the Mexicans, and all thofe nations, there

were many which were mere portraits or images of their gods, their.

kings, their heroes, their animals, and their plants. With thefe the.

royal palaces of Mexico and Tezcuco both abounded. Others were

hiftorical, containing an account of particular events, fuch as are the

nrft thirteen paintings of the collection of Mendoza, and that of the

i.ourney of the Aztecas, which appears in the work of the traveller

Gemeili. Others were mythological, containing the myfteries of their.

religion. Of this kind is the volume which is preferved in the great.

library
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BOOK vii. library of the order of Bologna. Others were codes, in which \ver&

compiled their laws, their rites, their cuftoms, their taxes, or tributes
}

and fuch are all thofe of the above mentioned collection of Mendoza,

from the fourteenth to the lixty-third. Others were chronological,

agronomical, or aftrological, in which was reprefented their calendar,

the pofition of the ftars, the changes of the moon, eclipfes, and prog-

noftications of the variations of the weather. This kind of painting

was called by them T'onalamatL Siguenza makes mention (/) of a

painting reprefenting fuch like prognoftications which he inferted in his

Ciclographia Mexicana; Acofta relates ** that in the province of Yu~
" catan, there were certain volumes, bound up according to their

manner, in which the wife Indians had marked the diftribution of

" their feafons, the knowledge of the planets, of animals, and other

s ' natural productions, and alfo their antiquity ; things all highly cu-

" rious and minutely defcribed :" which, as the fame author fays, were

loft by the indifcreet zeal of an ecclefiaftic, who, imagining them to

be full of fuperftitious meanings, burned them, to the great grief of the

Indians, and the utmofl regret of the curious amongft the Spaniards.

Other paintings were topographical, or chorographical, which ferved

not only to fhew the extent and boundaries of poffeiiions, but likewife

the fituation of places, the direction of the coafts, and the courfe of

rivers. Cortes fays, in his hrft letter to Charles V. that having made

enquiries to know if there was any fecure harbour for veffels in theMexi*-

can gulf, Montezuma prefented him a painting of the whole coaft,

from the port of Chalchiuhcuecan, where at prefent Vera Cruz lies, to

the river Coatzacualco. Bernal Diaz relates, that Cortes alfo, in a

long and difficult voyage which he -made to the Bay of Honduras, made

ufe of a chart which was prefented to him by the lords of Coatzacu-^

alco, in which all the places and rivers were marked from the coaft of

Coatzacualco to Huejacallam

The Mexican empire abounded with all thofe kinds of paintings j

for their painters were innumerable, and there was hardly any thing

left unpainted. If thofe had been preferved, there would have been

nothing wanting to the hiftory of Mexico ; but the firft preachers of

(?) In his work entitled; Lilra dftrotwmica, prir.ted in Mexico.

the
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the gofpel, fufpicious that fuperifition was mixed with all their paintings, BOOK VII.

made a furious deftrudion of them. Of all thofe which were to be

found in Tezcuco, where the chief fchool of painting was, they col-

lected fuch a mafs, in the fquare of the market, it appeared like a little

mountain ; to this they let fire and buried in the allies the memory of

many moil intereiting and curious events. The lofs of thofe monu-
ments of antiquity was inexprefhbly afflicting to the Indians, and re-

gretted furficiently afterwards by the authors of it, when they became
fenfible of their error ; for they were compelled to endeavour to re-

medy the evil, in the firfl place by obtaining information from the

mouths of the Indians ; fecondly, by collecting all the paintings which
had efcaped their fury, to ill nitrate the hiflory of the nation -, but al-

though they recovered many, thefe were not fufficient ; for from that

time forward, the poffeiTors of paintings became 10 jealous of their

prefervation and concealment from the Spaniards, it has proved dif-

ficult, if not impoffible to make them part with one of them.

The cloth on which they painted was made of the thread of the

maguei, or aloe, or the palm Icxotl (k), dreffed fkins, or paper.

They made paper of the leaves of a certain fpecies of aloe, iteeped to- colours."

gether like hemp, and afterwards warned, ftretched, and fmoothed.

They made alio of the palm Icxotl, and the thin barks of other

trees, when united and prepared with a certain gum, both filk and cot-

ton ; but we are unable to explain any particulars of this manufacture.

We have had in our hands feveral meets of Mexican paper : it is fimi-

lar in the thicknefs to the paileboard of Europe, but fofter, fmoother,

and eafy for writing.

In general they made their paper in very long iheets, which they

preferved rolled up like the ancient membranes of Europe, or folded up
like bed-ikreens. The volume of Mexican paintings, which is pre-

ferved in the library of Bologna, is a thick fkin ill-drefTed, compofed
of different pieces, painted all over, and folded up in that manner.

The beautiful colours which they employed both in their paintings

and in their dyes, were obtained from wood, from leaves, and the

Sect.
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fl0Wers of different plants, and various animals, White they obtained

from the ftone Chwialtizatl, which, on calcination, becomes like a

fine plaifter, or from the tfhatlaUi, another mineral, which after be-

ing made into a pafle, worked like clay, and formed into ffhall balls,

takes in the fire a white colour refembling Spanifh white. Black

they got from another mineral, which, on account of its flicking fmell,

was called Tlalibijac, or from the foot of the Ocoti, which is a certain

aromatic fpecies of pine, collected in little earthen veffels. Blue and

azure colours were obtained from the flower of the Matlalxihuitl, and

the Xiubquilipitzahuac, which is indigo (I), although their mode of

making them was very different from the way of the moderns. They

put the branches of this plant into hot, or rather lukewarm water

;

and after having flirred them about for a fufficient time with a flick

or ladle, they paffed the water when impregnated with the dye into

certain pots or cups, in which they let it remain until the folid part of

the dye was depofited, and then they poured off the water. This lee or

fediment was dried in the fun, and afterwards.it was placed between

two plates near a fire, until it grew hard. The Mexicans had another

plant of the fame name, from which they likewife obtained an azure

colour, but of an inferior quality. Red they got from the feeds of the

Achlot or Ruocou, boiled in water ; and purple from the Nocbiztti, or

cochineal. Yellow from the Tecozahuitl, or ochre ; and likewife from

the Xochipalli, a plant, the leaves of which referable thrift of the

Artemifra. The beautiful flowers of this plant, boiled in water with

nitre, furnifhed them a fine orange-colour. In the fame manner as

they 'made uie of nitre to obtain this colour, they employed alum to

obtain others. After grinding and diffolving the aluminous earth in

water, which they called Tlalxocotl, they boiled it in earthen veffels

;

(2) The defcrigtion of the indigo plant is found in many authors, particularly in Hernan-

dez, lib- iv. capViz". which is totally different from that defcribed by Raynal, in the fixth

book of his Philofophical and Political Hiilory. This author affirms, that indigo was tranf-

planted from the Eaft-Indies to America, and that experiments having been made of it in fe-

deral countries, the culture of it was efrabiiihed in Carolina, Hifpaniola, and Mexico 7h,s

however is one of the many miitakes of .;that philofopher. It is certain, from the teftimony

of Ferdinand Columbus, in cap. lxi. of .he Life of his famous parent Chrillopher Columbia,

that one of the plants, native to the ifland of Hifpaniola, was the indigo. We know alio from

the hiitorians of Mexico, and particularly Hernandez, that the ancient Mexicans made ufe ot

indigo.

then
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then by dift illation, they extracted the allum pure, white, and tranfpa-

rent, and before they hardened it entirely, they parted it in pieces to

fell it in the market. To make their colours hold better together,

they made ufe of the glutinous juice of the Tzauhtli (pi), or the fine

oil of Chian (n).

The figures of mountains, rivers, buildings, trees, and minerals,

and, above all, thofe of men, which appear in the paintings ftill extant

of the ancient Mexicans, are for the moil part unproportioned and de-

formed ; this, however, we think is not to be afcribed k much to their

ignorance of the proportions of objedts, or their want of abilities, as

to their hafte in painting, of which the Spanifh conquerors were wit-

ncfles : for as they folely paid attention to make a faithful reprefen ca-

tion of things, they negledted making their images perfect, and on that

account frequently contented tliemfelves with mere fketches or outlines.

However, we have k&n among the ancient paintings, many portraits

of the kings of Mexico, in which befides the fingular beauty of the

colours, the proportions were moft accurately obferved ; but we will,

notwithstanding, confefs, that the Mexican painters were by no means

arrived at much perfedion of defign, or in mixing made and light.

The Mexicans ufed in painting not only to reprefent the fimple

images of objects, as fome writers have reported, but alfo employed

hieroglyphics and characters (V). They reprefented material things by

their proper figures, but in order to abridge and lave labour, paper, and

colours, they contented themfelves with reprefenting a part of an ob-

ject which was fufficient to make it be underflood by the intelligent

;

and as we cannot underftand the writings of others, until we have

learnt to read them, in like manner thofe American authors required

to have been firft intruded in the Mexican manner of reprefenting ob-

jects, in order to have been able to underftand the paintings which

(M ) The T*a*Uli is a plant very common in that country. Its leaves are fi.nilar to thofe

of the leek, its ftem is ftrait and knotty, its flowers ringed with a yellowrfh green, us root

white arid fibrous. To extraft its juice they broke it and dried it in the lun.

M Thinking to render a fervice to the Italian painters, we cultivated with great_atentioj

three plants of the Chian fprung from feed fent from Mexico ;
they took root iuccefifully, and

we had the pleafure of feeing them loaded with flowers in September , 7„ ;
but tne froft of

that year coming more early than ufual, nipped them entirely.
. -.

(„) Such author, are effeaually refuted by Dr. Eguiara, in the learned preface to his B.-

bHotheca Mefficaua, and by us in our Diffe.Rations.

Vol. I. Ggg ***
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book VII. ferved them in place of writings. For things which are even by na-

ture totally devoid of figure, or were difficult of reprefentation, they

fubfr.itut.ed certain characters; but thefe were not verbal, or deflined

to form words like our letters, but real characters immediately fignifi-

cative of the things, fuch as the characters of aflronomers and alge-

braifls. That our readers may form fome idea of them, we have fub~

joined the Numeral characlers of the Mexicans, alfo thofe of Time, the

Heavens, the Farth, Water, and Air (pj.

When they would reprefent any perfon, they painted a man, or. a

human head, and over it a figure expreffing the meaning of his name,
as appears in the figures of the Mexican kings. To exprefs a city, ox

a village, they painted in the fame manner a figure, which fignified the

fame thing with its name. To form their hiltories or annals, they

painted on the margin of the cloth or paper, the figures of the years

in fo many fquares, and at the fide of each fquare the event or events

which occurred in that year ; and if, on account of the number of

years the hiflory of which they meant to relate, they could not all be

contained in one canvas, they were continued in another. With ref-

pect to the order of reprefenting the years and events, it was at the li-

berty of the hiflorian to begin at which ever angle of the piece he
pleafed j but at the fame time conflantly obferving, that if the painting

began at the upper angle on the right hand, he proceeded towards the

left. If it began, which was moft common, at the upper angle om
the left hand, he proceeded flrait downwards. If he painted the firfl

year at the lower angle on the left, he continued towards the right;

but if he began at the lower angle on the right, he proceeded flrait up-

wards j fo that on. the upper part of his canvas he never painted from
left to right,, nor ever on the lower part from right to left; never ad-

vanced upwards from the left, nor downwards by the right. When this

method of the Mexicans is underilood, it, is eafy. todifcover at firfl

(p) Refpecling the numeral characters, it is to be obferved, they painted as many paints as-:

there were units unto twenty. This number has its proper character. Then they doubled it

for 20 times, that is 400. This character was doubled in like manner, that is to 8000. Then >

they began to double the character of 8000. With thofe three characters, and the points, they
expreffed whatever number they chofe, at lean: to twenty times 8000, or 160,000. But it. is ..

probable this number had its characlers alfo.

fight,
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1

fight, which is the beginning and which is the end of any hiflorical BOOK VIL

painting.

It cannot be denied that this method of expreffing things was im-

perfect, perplexed, and equivocal j but praife is due to the attempt of

thofe people to perpetuate the memory of events, and to their induftry

in fupplying, though imperfectly, the want of letters, which it is

probable they would have invented, in their progrefs to refinement,

had their empire been of longer duration ; at lead they would have a-

bridged and improved their paintings by the multiplication of characters.

Their paintings ought not to be confidered as a regular full hiftory,

but only as monuments and aids of tradition. We cannot exprefs too

ftrongly the care which parents and mailers took to inftrudt their chil-

dren and pupils in the hiftory of the nation. They made them learn

fpeeches and difcourfes, which they could not exprefs by the pencil

;

they put the events of their anceftors into verfe, and taught them to

ling them. This tradition difpelled the doubts, and undid the ambi-

guity which paintings alone might have occafioned, and by the affift-

ance of thofe monuments perpetuated the memory of their heroes, and

of virtuous examples, their mythology, their rites, their laws, and

their cuftoms.

Nor did that people make ufe only of tradition, of paintings, and

fongs, to preferve the memory of events, but alio of threads of dif-

ferent colours, and differently knotted, called by the Peruvians $uiput

and by the Mexicans Nepobualtzitzin. This curio us method of the re-

prefentation of things, however much ufed in Peru, does not appear

to have been employed in the province of Anahuac, if not in the moft

.early ages ; for no traces of fuch monuments are now to be found.

Boturini fays, that after the moft diligent fearch, he, with difficulty,

found one in a place of Tlafcala, the threads of which were already

wTafted and confumed by time. If thofe who peopled South America

ever paffed the country of Anahuac, they poflibly might have left there

this art, which was afterwards abandoned for that of painting, intro-

duced by the Toltecas, or ibme other nation ftill more ancient.

After the Spaniards communicated the ufe of letters to them, feve-

•ral able natives of Mexico, Tezcuco, and Tlafcala, wrote their hifto-

ries partly in Spanifh, and partly in an elegant Mexican ftyle, which

G g g 2 hiftories
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ready mentioned.

The Mexicans were more fuccefsful in fculpture, in the art of cart-

ing metals and mofaic works, than in painting. They expreffed the

images of their heroes, and of the works of nature in ftone, wood,
gold, filver, and feathers, better than on paper, either becaufe the

greater difficulty of thofe labours ftimulated greater diligence and exer-

tions, or becaufe the high efteem in which they were held among that

people, excited genius and encouraged induftry.

Sculpture was one of the arts exercifed by the ancient Toltecas.

Until the time of the conqueft feveral ftatues of ftone were preferved

which had been cut by the artifts of that nation ; in particular the idol

of Tlaloc, placed upon the mountain of the fame name, which was fo

much revered and worfhipped by the Chechemecas and Acolhuas, and

the gigantic ftatues erecled in the celebrated temples of Teotihuacan.

The Mexicans had fculptors among them when they left their native

country Aztlan, for we know that they had at that time formed the idol

of Huitzilopochtli, which they carried along with them in their long

peregrination.

The ufual materials of their ftatues were ftone and wood. They
wrought the ftone without iron, fteel, or any other inftrument than a

chiflel made of flint ftone. Their unparalleled phlegmatic nature and
conftancy in labour, were both neceiTary to overcome the difficulty, and
endure the tedioufnefs of fuch labours ; and they fucceeded in fpite of
the unfitnefs- of their inftruments. They learned to exprefs in their

.ftatues all the attitudes and poftures of which the human body is ca-

pable ; they obferved the proportions exactly, and could, when necef-

fary, execute the moft delicate and minute ftrokes with the chifteh They
not only made entire ftatues, but likewife cut out in ftone, figures,

in baffo relievo, of which kind are thofe ofMontezuma II. and one of
his fons, recorded with praifes by Acofta. They alio made ftatues of
clay and wood, employing for thefe a chiffel of copper. The furprif-

ing number of their ftatues may be imagined from that of their idols,

which we mentioned in the preceding book. In this refpedlwe have
alfo to lament the furious zeal of the firft bifhop of Mexico, and the

firft preachers of the gofpel ; who, in order to remove from the fight

of
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metals.

of their converts all incentives to idolatry, have deprived us of many BOOK VII,

valuable monuments of the fculpture of the Mexicans. The founda- "V™—-

'

tion of the firil church, which was built in Mexico, was laid with

idols, and fo many thoufand flatues were then broke in pieces and de-

flroyed, that although the kingdom was moll abounding in works of

that kind, at prefent the moil diligent fearch can hardly find any of

them remaining. The conduct of thofe miflionaries was no doubt laud-

able both in caufe and effect, but they mould have distinguished be-

tween the innocent flatues of thofe people, and their fuperflitious

images, that fome of the former might have been kept entire in fome

place where no evil confequence would have attended their prefer-

vation.

The works which they executed by cafling of metals were in more Sect. li.

eileem with the Mexicans than the works of fculpture, both on ac-
Caftin£ °*

count of the greater value of the materials, and the excellence of the

art itfelf. The miracles they produced of this kind would not be cre-

dible, if befides the teflimony of thofe who faw them, curiofities in

numbers of this nature had not been fcnt from Mexico to Europe.

The works of gold and filver fent in prefents from the conqueror Cortes-

to Charles V. filled the goldfmiths of Europe with ailoniihment ; who,

as feveral authors of that period atteil, declared (q) that they were al-

together inimitable. The Mexican founders made both of gold and

filver the moil perfect images of natural bodies. They made a fifh in

this manner, which had its fcales alternately one of filver and the other

of gold ; a parrot with a moveable head, tongue, and wings, and an

ape with a moveable head and feet, having a fpindle in its hand in the

attitude of fpinning. They fet gems in gold and filver, and made

moil curious jewellery of great value. In fhort, thefe fort of works

were fb admirably finifhed, that even the Spaniih foldiers, all ilung

with the fame wretched thiril for gold, valued the workmanfhip above

the materials. This wonderful art, formerly practifed by the Toltecas,

the invention of which they afcribed to the god Quetzalcoatl, has been

entirely loll by the debafement of the Indians, and the indolent neg-

(q) See in particular what is ("aid of thofe vvoiks by the hiftonan Gomara, who had them its

his hands, and heard what the goldfmiths of Seville laid upon feeing them..

left
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BOOK vii. left of the Spaniards. We are doubtful if there are any remains of

v-—,r~-«' tk fe curious works ; at leafl we apprehend, it would be more eafy to

find fome in the cabinets of Europe than in all New Spain. Covetouf-

nefs to profit by the materials muft unqueftionably have conquered all

delire to preferve them as curiofities.

The Mexicans alio wrought with the hammer, but in an inferior

manner, and not at all to be compared with the goldfmiths of Europe;

for they had no other inftruments to beat metals than ftones. How-

ever, it is well known that they wrought copper well, and that the

Spaniards were much pleafed with their axes and pikes. The Mexi-

can founders and goldfmiths formed a refpedtable body of people. They

rendered particular worfhip to their protecting god Xipe, and in honour

of him held a great feftival in the fecond month, at which human vic-

tims were facrificed.

Nothing, however, Was more highly valued by the Mexicans than

their mofaic works, which were made of the moil delicate and beau-

tiful feathers of birds. They raifed for this purpofe various fpecies of

birds of fine plumage with which that country abounds, not only in

the palaces of the king, where, as we have already obferved, there

were all forts of animals, but likewife in private houfes, and at certain

feafons they carried off their feathers to make ufe of them on this kind

of work, or to fell them at market. They fet a high value on the fea-

thers of thofe wonderful little birds which they call Huitzitzilin, and

the Spaniards Pica/lores, on account of the fmallnefs, the finenefs, and

the various colours of them. In thefe and other beautiful birds, na-

ture fupplied them with all the colours which art can produce, and

alfo fome which art cannot imitate. At the undertaking of every mo-

faic work feveral artiils affembled ; after having agreed upon a defign,

and taken their meafurcs and proportions, each artift charged himfelf

with the execution of a certain part of the image,, and exerted himfelf

fo diligently in it with fiich patience and application, that he frequently

fpent a whole day in adjufting a feather ; firft trying one, then another,

viewing it fometimes one way, then another, until he found one which

gave his part that ideal perfection propofed to be attained.. When the

part which each artift undertook was done, they affembled again to

form .the entire image from them. If any part was accidentally the

. lea ft
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leaft deranged, it was wrought again until it was perfectly finifhed.

They laid hold of the feathers with fmall pincers, that they might not

do them the lead injury, and pafted them on the cloth with Tzauhtli,

or fome other glutinous matter ; then they united all the parts upon a

a little table, or a plate of copper, and flattened them foftly until they

left the furface of the image fo equal and fmooth it appeared to be the.

work of a pencil.

Thefe were the images fo much celebrated by the Spaniards and

other European. nations. Whoever beheld them was at a lofs whether he

ought to have praiied moft the life and beauty of the natural colours,

or the dexterity of the artift,. and the ingenious difpoiition of art..

" Thefe images," fays Acofta, " are defervedly admired ; for it is won-
** derful how it was poffible, with the feathers of birds, to execute

" works fo fine and fo equal, that they appear the performance of the

" pencil ; and what neither the pencil nor the colours in painting can;

" effect, they have, when viewed from a fide, an appearance fo beauti-

" ful, fo lively, and animated, they give delight to the fight. Some In-

** dians, who are able artifts, copy whatever is painted with a pencil.

** fo perfectly with plumage, that they rival the beft painters of Spain."

Thefe works of feathers were even fo highly efteemed by the Mexicans,

as to be valued more than gold. Cortes, Bernal Diaz, Gomara, Tor-

quemada, and all the other hiftorians who faw them, were at a lofs

for expreffions Tufficient to praife their perfection (r). A little time

ago was living in Pazcuaro, formerly the capital of the kingdom, of

Michuacan, where this art chiefly flourifhed fmce the conquer!, the

laft furviving. artift of Mofaic works, and with him pofiibly is now, or

will be, finifhed this admirable art, although for thofe two, laft cen-

turies paft, it has fallen much fhort of its ancient perfection. Se-

veral works of this kind are ftill preferved in the mufeums of Eu-

rope, and many in Mexico, but few we apprehend, belong to the fix-

(r) Stor. Nat. e Mor. lib. iv. c. 37.

(s) Gio. Lorenzo d' Anagnia, a learned Italian of the fixteenth century, treating- of thofe

imaoes of the Mexicans, oblerves : " Among.lt others I was greatly aftonimfd at a San Gi—
" rolamo with a crucifix and a lion, which La Sig. Diana Loftreda fhewed me, difcovering

«< fo much beauty from the livelinefs of the natural colours, fo well and fo jullly placed, that

«' I imagined I could never fee an equal to it, far lefs a.better, among the ancient or even the.

" moft eminent modern painters."

teenth
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book Vh. teenth century, and none of thofe which we know of, were made be-

fore the conquefl. The mofaic works alio which they made of

broken (hells was extremely curious ; this art is dill practifed in

Guatemala.

In imitation of thofe fkilful artifls there were others, who formed

with flowers and leaves upon mats many beautiful works made ufe of

at feflivals. After the introduction of Chriflianity they made thefe

works for ornament ; they were fought after moil eagerly by the Spa-

nifh nobility, on account of the fingular beauty of the artifice. At

preient there are many artifls in that kingdom, who employ themfehes

in counterfeiting with filk the images of feathers ; but their perform-

ances are by no means comparable with thofe of the ancients.

A nation fo induflrious in thofe arts which could only ferve for cu-

riofity and luxury, could not be wanting in thofe which were necef-

fary to life. Architecture, one of thofe arts which the neceflity of

man firft invents, was exercifed by the inhabitants of the country of

Anahuac, at leafl from the time of the Toltecas. Their fucceiTors the

Chechemecas, the Acolhuas, and all the other nations of the king-

doms of Acolluiacan, of Mexico, and Michuacan, of the republic of

Tlafcala, and other provinces, except the Otomies, built houfes and

formed cities from time immemorial. When the Mexicans arrived

in that country, they found it full of large and beautiful cities. They

who before they left their native country were (killed in architecture,

and nfed to a fecial life, conflrucled in their pilgrimage many edifices

in' thofe places where they flopped for fome years ; fome remains of

which are flill exifling as we have already mentioned upon the banks

of the river Gila, in Pimeria, and near to the city of Zacatecas. Re-

duced afterwards to greater hardthips upon the little iflands of the

Tezcucan lake, they built humble huts with reeds, and mud, until by

the commerce of their fifh they were able, to purehafe better materials.

In proportion as their power and riches increafed, they enlarged and

improved their habitations j fo that when the conquerors arrived, they

found no iefs to be admired with their eyes than to be .deflroyed with

their hands.

The houfes of the poor were built of reeds, or unburned bricks,

er (lone and mud, and the roofs made of a long kind of hay which

grows
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grows thick, and is common in the fields, particularly in hot coun- BOOK vn.

tries, or of the leaves of the maguei, or aloe, placed in the manner of

tiles, to which they bear fome refemblance both in thicknefs and mape.

One of the columns or fupports of thefe houfes was generally a tree

of a regular growth, by means of which, befides the pleafure they

took in its foliage and made, they faved themfelves fome labour and

expence. Thefe houfes had for the moft part but one chamber, where

the family and all the animals belonging to it, the fire-place, and fur-

niture, were lodged. If the family was not very poor, there were mora

chambers, an ajauhcalli, or oratory j a temazcalli, or bath, and a little

granary.

The houfes of lords, and people of circumftances, were built of

ftone and lime -, they confifted of two floors, having halls, large court-

yards, and the chambers fitly difpofed ; the roofs were flat and ter-

raced i
the walls were fo well whitened, polifhed, and mining, that

they appeared to the Spaniards when at a diftance to have been filver.

The pavement or floor was philter, perfectly level, plain, and fmooth.

Many of thefe houfes were crowned with battlements and turrets
?

and their gardens had fifh-ponds, and the walks of them fymmetrically

laid out. The large houfes of the capital had in general two entrances,

the principal one to the ftreet, the other to the canal : they had no

wooden doors to their houfes, perhaps, becaufe they thought their ha-

bitations fufHciently fecure without them from the feverity of the laws

againit robbers j but to prevent the infpedtion of paffengers, they co-

vered the entrance with little reeds, from which they fufpended a firing

of cocoas, or pieces of broken kitchen utenfils, or fome other thing

fit to awake by its noife the attention of the family, when any perfon

lifted up the reeds to enter the houfe. No perfon was permitted to

enter without the confent of the owner. When neceffity, or civility,

or family connections did not juftify the entrance of any perfon who

came to the houfe, he was liftened to without and immediately dif-

mifTed.

The Mexicans understood the building of arches and vaults (t), as

appears from their baths, from the remains of the royal palaces of

Tez-

{t) Torquemada fays, that when the Spaniards took away the roof from an arch built in

the firft church -of Mexico, the Mexicans from terror durft not enter the church, expecting

Vol. I. H h h cvefy
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BOOK vil. ' Tezcuco, and other buildings which efcaped the fury of the conquer-

ors., and alfo from feveral paintings. Cornices, and other ornaments of

architecture, were likewife in ufe among them. They took great delight

in making ornaments of ftone, which had the appearances of ihares

about their doors and windows, and in fome buildings there was a large

ferpent made of ftone in the act of biting his tail, after having twafted

his body through all the windows of the houfe. The walls of their

buildings were upright and perpendicular; they muft have made ufe

of the plummit, or fome other inftrument of its nature, although

owing to the negligence of hiftorians, we are ignorant of the tools

which they employed in building, as well as many other things be-

longing to this and other arts. Some are of opinion, that the Mexi-

can mafons in building walls, filled them up with earth on both fides,

and that as the wall was raifed, they raifed likewife the heaps of earth

fo high, that, until the building was completed, the walls remained

entirely buried and unfeen ; on which account the mafons had no oc-

cafion for planks or fcafFolding. But although this mode of building

may appear to have been in practice among the Miztecas, and other

nations of the Mexican empire, we do not believe that the Mexicans

ever adopted it, from the great expedition with which they finifhed

their buildings. 1 heir columns were cylindrical, or fquare; but we

cannot fay whether they had either bafes or capitals. They endea-

voured at nothing more anxioufly than to make them of one fingle

piece, adorning them frequently with figures in baffo relievo. The

foundations of the large houfes of the capital were laid upon a floor of

large beams of cedar fixed in the earth, on account of the want of fo-

lidity in the foil, which example the Spaniards have imitated. The

roofs of fuch houfes were made of cedar, of fir, of cyprefs, of pine,

or of ojametl ; the columns were of common ftone ; but in the royal

palaces they were of marble, and fome even of alabafter, which many

Spaniards miftook for jafper. Before the reign of Ahuitzotl, the walls

of houfes were built of common ftone ; but as they difcovered in the

every moment to fee the arch fall. But if they were feized witli any fuch apprehenfion, it

was certainly not occafioncd by feeing the arch, which was in ufe among themielves, but pof-

fibly from feeing the fcafFolding taken away quickly, or fome oiher circumliance which ex-

cited their admiration.

time
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time of that king the quarries of the Hone Tetzontli, upon the banks

of the Mexican lake, it was afterwards preferred as the moil fit for the

buildings cf the capital, it being hard, light, and porous like a fpunge :

on which account lime adheres very firmly to it. For thefe properties,

and its colour, which is a blood red, it is at prefent valued above any

other ftone for buildings. The pavements of their courts and tern'-

pies were in general of the ftone of Tenajoccan •, but fome alio' were

chequered with marble and other precious (tones. '

.

Although the Mexicans are not to be compared with the Europeans

in regard to tafte in architecture, yet the Spaniards were fo ftruck

with admiration and furprize on feeing the royal palaces of Mexico,

that Cortes, in his firft letter to Charles V. unable to find words to

defcribe them, fpeaks thus :
" He had," he fays, fpeaking of Monte-

zuma, " befides thofe in the city of Mexico, other fuch admirable houfes

" for his habitation, that I do not believe I fhall ever be able to expreis

" their excellence and grandeur ; therefore 1 fhall only fay that there are

" no equals to them in Spain." Such expreffions are made ufe of by-

Cortes in other parts of his letters; by the anonymous conqueror in

his valuable relation, and by Bernal Diaz in his moft faithful hiftbry,

who were all three prefent at the conqueft.

The Mexicans alfo conftruded, for the convenience of inhabited

places, feveral excellent aqueducts. Thofe of the capital for conduct Aqued^as.

ing the water from Chapoltepec, which was two miles diftant, were on the lake

two in number, made of ftone and cement five feet high, and two

paces broad upon a road raifed for that purpofe upon the lake, by which

the water was brought to the entrance of the city, and from thence it

branched out through imaller channels to fupply feveral fountains, and

particularly thofe of the royal palaces. Although there were two aque-

ducts, the water was only brought by one at a time, as in the inter-

val they cleared the other that they might always have the water pure.

At Tezcutzinco, formerly a palace of pieaiure of the kings of Tez-

cuco, may ftill be feen an aqueducf by which water was conveyed to

the royal gardens.

The above mentioned road of Chapoltepec, as well as others made

upon the lake, and frequently taken notice of in this hiftory, are in-

conteftible proofs of the induftry of the Mexicans 1 but it is ftill

H h h 2 more
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more manifefted in the foundation of their city ; for whereas other

architects have no more to do than to lay a foundation upon folid earth,

to ratfe an edifice, the Mexicans were obliged to make the foil on

which they built, uniting by terraces feveral little iilands together. Be-

fides this prodigious fatigue, they had to raife banks and pallifadoes to

render their habitations fecure. But if in thefe works their induftry

is confpicuous, in many others the Mexicans ihew their tafte for mag-
nificence. Amongft the monuments of ancient architecture which
are extant in the Mexican empire, the edifices of Mictlan, in Mizteca,

are veiy celebrated ; there are many things about them worthy of ad-

miration, particularly a large hall, the roof of which is fupported by

various cylindrical columns of ftone, eighty feet high, and about twenty

in circumference, each of them confifting of One lingle piece.

But this, or any other fabric of Mexican antiquity now remaining,

cannot be compared with the famous aqueduct of Chempoallan. This

large work, worthy of being ranked with the greateft in Europe, was

done about the middle of the fixteenth century. The Francifcan mif- .

fionary Francifco Tembleque, directed, and the Chempoallefe executed

it with wonderful perfection. Moved with companion for the diftrefs

.

which his profelytes fuffered from a fcarcity of water, as all that could

be gathered in trenches and ditches was confumed by the cattle of the

Spaniards, that pious father undertook to relieve the neceffities of his

people at all events. The water was at a great diftanee,,
;
and theeoun- .

try through which it was necefiary to conduct it, was: mountainous ,

and rocky ; but every difficulty was overcome by his zeal and activity,1

aided by the induftry and toil of his converts. They conftructed

an aqueduct of flone and lime, which, on account of the frequent

turnings they were obliged to make in the mountains, was. upwards of

thirty .miles long. The greateft difficulty confifted in croffing three

great precipices which intercepted their progrefs ; but this was got

over by three bridges, the firft confifting of forty- feven, the fecond

of thirteen, and the third, which is the largeft and moil wonder-

ful of all, having fixty-feven arches. The largeft arch, which was in

the middle, fituated in the greateft depth of the precipice is one hun-

dred and ten geometrical feet in height, and fixty-one in breadth, lb

that a large veflel could pafs under it. The other fixty-fix arches,

fituated
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iimated ort each fide of the largerV'diminrmed gradually ;oh ' each fide BOOK 'Vii,

unto- the edge- Of top of the preeip'fcey To %s to leave 'the ground level'

with the courfe-of thea'qUedYTel:/
v

' This large bridge
!

is 3,178 geome-

trical feet-, "or-Upwafds of half a mile' in length. The work of it oc'cu-

pied thefpaceof Hveyears^ and the whole aqueduft feventeenv. We; have
!

deemed it not improper tolnfert the defcription of this fuperb fabrick %'

as although it wus the undertaking of a Spaniard, after theronquelly

it was executed -by 'the Ch'empoallefe,' whofurvived the 'dov/nfal of their
1

empire. -
:,fi: :: : •• " : '

The ignorant Mr. de P. denies that the Mexicans had either the

knowledge, or made ufe of lime; but it is evident from the teftimony

of all the hiftorians of Mexico, by tribute rolls, and above all from

the ancient buildings ilill remaining, that all thofe nations made the-

iame ufe of lime as the Europeans do.- The vulgar of that kingdom

believe, that the Mexicans mixed eggs with lime to render it more te-

nacious ; but this is an error, occaiioned by feeing the ancient walls of

a yeliowim call. It is manifefr. alfo, from the testimony of the firft, hif->

toriansY that burnt tiles or bricks were ufed by the Mexicans, and that

they fold them like all other things in the market-place.1

The ftone-cutters, who cut and wrought ftones for building, did not

make ufe of pickaxes, nor iron chiiTels, but only of certain inftruments

of fiint-ftone ; with thefe, however, they executed beautiful works and

engravings. But thofe fort of labours without iron do not raife fo

much wonder as the ftones of flupendous fize and weight which were

found in the capital and other places, tranfported from great distances,

and placed in high fituations without the aid of machines which me-
chanifm has invented. Befides common ftone they wrought marble,

alfo jafper, alabafter, itztli, and other valuable ftones. Of itztli, they

made beautiful looking-glaffes fet with gold, and thofe extremely ftarp

razors which they fixed in their fwords, and which their barbers made
ufe of. They made thofe razors with fuch expedition, that in the

fpace of one hour an artificer could fmifh more than a hundred (it).

The Mexican jewellers not only had Hull in gems, but likewife

underftood how to poliih work and cut them, and formed them into

(u) Hernandez Torquemada and Betancourt, defcribe the manner in which thofe artifts

rr.ade their razors of the lldne itztli.
•

; li

1
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figures they chofe.whatever figures they cnoie. Hiftorians affirm, that thefe works

were done with a particular land • but it is moft certain, they could

not do them w.thout fome inftrument of flint, or hard copper, which

is found in that country. The gems mod common among the Mexi-

cans were emeralds, amethyfts, cornelians, turquoifes, and fome others

not known in Europe. Emeralds were fo common, that no lord or

noble wanted them, and none of them died without having one fixed

to his lip, that it might ferve him as they imagined inftead of a heart.

An infinite number of them were Cent to the court of Spain in the firft

years after the conqueft. When Cortes returned the firft time to Spain,

he brought along with him, amongft other ineftimable jewels, five

emeralds, which, as Gomara, who was then living, bears teftimony, were

valued at a hundred thoufand ducats, and for one of them fome Ge-

noefe merchants offered him forty thoufand, in order to fell it again to

the grand fignor {x) ; and alfo two emerald vafes, valued, as the celebrated

P. Mariana (/) lays, at three hundred thoufand ducats, which vafes Cor-

tes loft by the fhipwreck which he fuffered in the unfortunate expedition

of Charles V. againft Algiers. At prefent no more fuch gems are

wrought, nor is even the place of the mines known where they were

formerly dug : but there are ftill fome enormous pieces of emerald re-

maining, namely, a facred ftone in the cathedral church of Angelopoli,

and another in the parochial church of Quechula (unlefs this is the

fame tranfported from thence to Angelopoli), which the priefts keep

fecured with chains of iron, as Betancourt lays, that no one may

carry it oft.

The potters not only made the neceffary family utenfils of clay, but

alfo other things of mere curio fity, which they embellilhed with

(x) With regard to Cortes's emeralds, the firft was made in fo m of a rofc, the fecond like

a horn, the third like a fifh, with eyes of gold ;
the fourth was a little bell, with a fine pearl

for a clamper, and UDon the lip this infeription in Sp.mifh, Be'ndftc quibi tc ma, that is, Blcjcd

be ?»ho created thee. The fifth, which was the moil valuable, acd for which the Genoefe

merchants would have given forty thoufand ducat?, was a fmall cup with a foot of gold, and

four little chains alfo of gold, which united in a pearl in the form of a button. The lip of the

cup was girt with a ring of gold, on which was engraved this Latin fentence, Inter natos mu-

lierum nonfurrcxit major. Thefe five emerald,, wrought by the Mexicans at the order of Cor-

tes, were prefented by him to his fecond wife, the daughter of the count of Agiiilar ; jewels',

fay's Gomara, who faw them, better than any other woman whatfoever had in all Spain.

\y) Mariana in the Summary, or Supplement of the Hitlory of Spain.

various
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various colours • but they did not under/land, by what .we can difcover,
the art of making, glafs. The moil famous potters formerly were the
Cholulefe, whole veflels were much prifed by the Spaniards ; at pre-
fent the mo'ft reputed are the potters of Quauhtitlan.

Their carpenters wrought feveral kinds of wood with instruments
made of copper, of which there are Hill forne remains of tolerable

workman /hip.

Manufactures of various kinds of cloth were common every where;
it was one of thofe arts which almoft every perfon learned. They had
no wool, nor common lilk, nor lint, nor hemp, but they fupplied the-
want of wool with cotton, that of iilk with feathers, with the hair of
the rabbit and hare, and that of lint and hemp with icxotl, or moun-
tain-palm, with the quctzalicbtli, the pati, and other fpecies of the
maguei. Of cotton they made large webs, and as delicate and fine as
thofe of Holland, which were with much reafon highly effeemed in
Europe. A few years after the conqueft, a facerdotal habit of the
Mexicans was brought to Rome, which, as Boturini affirms, was un-
commonly admired on account of its finenefs and beauty. They wove
thefe cloths with different figures and colours, reprefenting different
animals and flowers. Of feathers, interwoven with cotton, they made
mantles and bed curtains, carpets, gowns, and other things not lefs

Mt than beautiful. We have fcen fome beautiful mantles of this kind
which are preferved Ml by fome lords ; they wear them upon extraor-
dinary feftivals, as at thofe of the coronation of the Spanilh kincrs.

With cotton alfo they interwove the fin eft hair of the belly of rabbits
and hares, after having dyed and fpun it into thread \ of thefe they made
moll: beautiful cloths, and in particular winter waiftcoats for the
iords. From the leaves of the Pati and Quetzalicbtli two fpecies of the
maguei, they obtained a fine thread, with which they made cloths
equal to thofe made of lint; and from the leaves of other kinds of the
maguei, namely, thofe of the mountain-palm, they drew a coarfer
thread, fimilar to hemp. The method they uied to prepare thofe ma-
terials was the fame which is pradifed by the Europeans for lint and'
hemp. They foaked the leaves in water, then cleaned them, put them
in the fun, and beat them until they were fit to fp'in.

Of
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Of the fame leaves of the mountain-palm, and alfo of thofe of the

izhuatl, another fpecies of palm, they made extremely fine mats of dif-

ferent colours. They made others more coarfe of the rufhes which

grew in abundance in the lake.

Of the thread of the maguei they made alfo ropes, fhoes, and other

things.

They dreffed the fkins of animals tolerably well, both of quadrupeds

and birds, leaving upon feme of them the hair or plumage, according

to the ufe which they propofed to make of them.

Laftly, to convey fome idea of the tafle of the Mexicans in arts,

we have thought proper to tqanfcribe here the lift of the firft things

which Cortes fent from Mexico to Charles V. a few days after he ar-

rived in that country (z).

Two wheels, ten hands in diameter, one of gold with the image of the

fun, and the other of lilver with the image of the moon upon it; both

formed of plates of thofe metals, with different figures of animals and

other things in baffo relievo, finimed with great ingenuity and art (a).

A gold necklace, compofed of {even pieces, with a hundred and

eighty-three fmall emeralds fet in it, and two hundred and thirty-two

gems limilar to fmall rubies, from which hung twenty-feven little bells

of gold, and fome pearls.

Another necklace of four pieces of gold, with one hundred and two

red -ems *&e fma11 rubies '
one hundred and feventy-two emeralds,

and ten fine pearls fet in it, with twenty-fix little bells of gold.

A headpiece of wood covered with gold, and adorned with gems,

from which hung twenty-five little bells of gold
;

inflead of a plume

it had a green bird with eyes, beak, and feet of gold.

A bracelet of gold. A little rod like a fceptre, with two rings of

a ld at its extremities, fet with pearls.

*
Four tridents, adorned with feathers of various colours, with pearl

points tied with gold thread.

(Z; This lift is taken from the hiflory of Gomara, then living in Spain, fome things only

omitted which were of little importance to be mentioned.

(Tt£ wheel of gold was unqueftionably the figure of their century, and that of filvcr

thclg™ of their yea", according to what Gomara fays, but he did not know n with cer-

tainty. Several
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Several fhoes of the fkia of the deer, fewed with "gold thread, the BOOK VI'

foles of which were made of blue and white ftone of Itztli, extremely

thin (/;).

A fhield of wood and leather, with little bells hanging to it, and

covered with plates of gold in the middle, on which was cut the image

of the god of war between four heads of a lion, a tyger, an cigls, and

an owl, represented alive with their hair and feathers.

Several dreffed fkins of quadrupeds and birds with their plumage

and hair.

Twenty-four curious and beautiful fliield s of gold, of feathers, and

very fmall pearls, and other four of feathers and filver only.

Four fimes, two ducks, and fome other birds of caft gold.

Two fea-fhells of gold, and a large crocodile girt with threads of

gold.

A large mirror adorned with gold, and many fmall mirrors. Several

mitres and crowns of feathers and gold, ornamented with pearls and

gems.

Several large plumes of beautiful feathers of various colours, fretted

with gold and fmall pearls.

Several fans of gold and feathers mixed together • others of feathers

only, of different forms and fizes, but all moil rich and elegant.

A variety of cotton mantles, fome all white, others chequered with

white and black, or red, green, yellow, and blue; on the outfide

rough like a fhaggy cloth, and within without colour or nap.

A number of under waiftcoats, handkerchiefs, counterpanes, tapef-

tries, and carpets of cotton.

All thofe articles were, according to Gomara, more valuable for the

workmanfhip than the materials. The colours, he fays, of the cotton,

were extremelyfine, and thofe of the feathers natural. Their -works of

call metal, are not to be comprehended by our goldjmiths. This prefent,

which was a part of that which Montezuma made to Cortes, a few

days after he had difembarked at 'Chalchiuhcueca:i , was fent by 'Cortes

to Charles V. in July 1519, and this was the firft gold and the firfl

(h) Gomara does not exprefs that the foles were-made. of the flau* lutli', But it is to be un-

derftood from rrs "account:. ' .'
,

Vol. I. I 1 j lilver
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BOOK VII. filver which was fent from New to Old Spain ; a fmall prefage of the

' * ' immenfe treafures it was to fend in future.

Amongft other arts exercifed by the Mexicans, that of medicine

has been entirely overlooked by the Spanifh hiftorians, although it is

certainly not the leaft effential part of their hiftory. They have con-

tented themfelves with faying, that the Mexican phyficians had a great

knowledge of herbs, and that by means of thefe they performed mira-

culous cures ; but do not mark the progrefs which they made in an art

fo beneficial to the human race. It is not to be doubted, that the

fame neceffities which ftimulated the Greeks to make a collection of

experiments and obfervations on the nature of difeafes, and the virtue

of fimples, would alfo have in time led the Mexicans to the know-

ledge of thofe two moil important parts of medicine.

We do not know whether they intended by their paintings, like the

Greeks by their writings, to communicate their lights to pofterity.

Thofe who followed the profeffion of medicine inftrudted their fons in

the nature and differences of the difeafes to which the human frame is

fubjed, and of the herbs which Providence has created for their re-

medy, the virtues of which had been experienced by their anceftors.

They taught them the art of difcerning the fymptoms and progrefs of"

different diftempers, and to prepare medicines and apply them. We

have ample proofs of this in the natural hiftory of Mexico, written by

Dr. Hernandez U). This learned and laborious writer had always the

Mexican phyficians for his guides in the fludy of natural hiftory, which

U) Hernandez who was phyfician to Philip II. king of Spain, and much renowned for the

works he publilhed concerning the Natural Hi(lory of Pliny, was fent by that monarch to

Mexico, to ftudy the natural hiftory of that kingdom. He employed himfelf there with other

able learned naturalifls for feveral years, affifted by the Mexican phyficians. His work, wor-

thy of the expence which it colt of fixty thoufand ducats, conlifted of twenty-four books of

hiftory, and eleven volumes of excellent figures of plants and animals ;
but the king thinking

it too voluminous, gave orders to his phyfician Nardo Antonio Ricchi, a Neapolitan, to abridge

it. This abridgement was publilhed in Spanifh by Francifco Ximenes, a Dominican, in 1615,

and aferwards°in Latin, at Rome, in 165., by the Lincean academicians, with notes and

learned differtations, though r.ither long and iminterefting. The manufcripts of Hernandez

were pref.-rved in the library of the Efcurial, from which Nuremberg extra£ted, according to

his own confeflion, a ^reat part of what he has written in his Natural Hiftory. F. Claude-

Clement, a French jefuit, difcouriing of the manufcript of Hernandez, fays thus : " Qui

" oinnes libri, & comment. irii, fi prout affeai funt, ita fprent perfecli, & abfoluti, Phihppus-

" II. & Francifcus Hernraidius haud quariuam Alexandro, & Ariftoteli hac in parte conce-

" derent." ,

8 he
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he profecuted in that empire. They communicated to him the know- BOOK vir
ledge of twelve hundred plants, with their proper Mexican names ;

'
"~~^

more than two hundred fpecies of birds and a large number of qua-
drupeds, reptiles, fifties, infects, and minerals. From this moil valu-
able, though imperfect hiftory, a fyftem of practical medicine may be
formed for that kingdom \ as has in part been done by Dr. Farfan,
in his Book of Cures, by Gregorio Lopez, and other eminent phyfi-
cians. And if fmce that time the ftudy of natural hiftory had not
been neglected, nor fuch a prepofleffion prevailed in favour of every
thing which came from beyond the feas, the inhabitants of New Spain
would have faved a great part of the expences they have been at in pur-
chafing the drugs of Europe and of Alia, and reaped greater advan-
tages from the productions of their own country. Europe has been ob-
liged to the phyficians of Mexico for tobacco, American balfam, gum
copal, liquid amber, farfaparilla, tecamaca, jalap, barley, and the pur-
gative pine-feeds, and other fimples, which have been much ufed
in medicine : but the number of thofe of which me has been de-
prived the benefit by the ignorance and negligence of the Spaniards, is

infinite.

Among the purgatives employed by the phyficans of Mexico, be-
fides jalap, pine-feed, and the fmall bean, the Mechoacan, fo well
known in Europe^//1

, was extremely common, alfo the RticpatH,
much celebrated by Hernandez, and the Amamaxtla, vulgarly called
the Rhubarb of the Brothers.

Amongft other emetics the Mexicans made ufe of the Mexocbitl,
and the NeixcotlapatH

'
; and among diuretics the Axixpatli, and the

Axixtlacot!, which is fo highly praifed by Hernandez. Amongft their
antidotes the famous Coritrahierba was defervedly valued, called by
them on account of its figure, ComnmepiUi, "Tongue of Serpent, and
on account of its effects Coapatli, or remedy againftferpents. Amongft
their errhines was the Zozojatic, a plant fo efficacious, that it was

(rf) The celebrated root of Mechoacan is called Tacuache by the Tarafcas, and Tlalantla
cmtlapilh by the Mexicans. The knowledge of it was communicated by a phyfican of the kintrof Michuacah to the firlt religious miffionaries who went there to preiich the gofpel • he curedthem with it of certain fevers of a putrid nature. By them 'it was made known to the Spa-
niards, and from the Spaniards to all Europe.

I 1 1 2 fuffi-
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fufficient to hold the root to the nofe to produce freezing. For in-

termittent fevers they generally employed the Chatalbuk, and in other

k'nd of fevers the Cbumizolli, the Iztacxalli, the Huebueteontkomatl,

and above all the Izticpatli. To prevent the iilnefs which frequently

followed too much exereife at the game of the ball, they ufed to e it

the bark of the Apitzalpatli foaked in water. We fhouid never finifli

if we were to mention all the plants, gums minerals, and other me-

dicines, both fimple and compound, which they employed againfl all

the diitempers which were known to them. Whoever delires to be

more amply informed on this fubject may confult the above mentioned

work of Hernandez, and the two treaties publilhed by Dr. Monardes,

a Sevillian phyfician, on the medicinal articles, which ufed to be brought

from America to Europe.

The Mexican phyficians made ufe of infufions, decoctions, oint-

ments, and oils, and all thole things were fold at market, as Cortes-

and Bernal Diaz, both eye-witneffes, affirm. The moll common oils

were thole of ule, or elaftic gum, Tlapatl, a tree fimilar to the fig,

Chilli, or great pepper, Chian, and Ocotl, a fpecies of pine. The laft

they obtained by dift illation, the others by decoction. That of Chian

was more ufed by painters than phyficians.

They extraded from the Huitziloxitl, as we have already mention-

ed thole two forts of balfam defcribed by Pliny and other ancient na-

turalifts. that is, the opobalfam, or balfam diitilled from the tree, and

the xylobalfam obtained by decodlion of the branches. From the bark

of the Huaconex, foaked four days continually in water, they extract-

ed another liquor equal to baliam. From the plant called by the Spa-

niards maripcnda, (a name taken it appears from the language of the

Tarafcas, they obtained alio a liquor equal to balfam, as much in its

odour as' wonderful effeds, by putting the tender ftones of the plant,

together with the fruit, to boil in water, until the water became as

thick as mult. In the fame manner they obtained many other valuable

oils and liquors, namely, that of liquid amber, and that of the fir.

Blood-letting, an operation which their phyficians performed with great

dexterity and fafety with lancets of Itztlh was extremely common among

the Mexicans, and other nations of Anahuac. The country people

ufed to let themfelves blood as they ftill do with the prickles of the ma-

guei,
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guei, without employing another perfon, or interrupting the labour in

which they were occupied. They alfo ufed the quills of the Huitztla-

cuat%in, or Mexican porcupine, which are thick, and have a fmall hole

at their points.

Among the means which the Mexicans employed for the preferva-

tion of health, that of the bath was very frequent. They bathed

'themfelves extremely often, even many times in the fame day in the

natural water of rivers, lakes, ditches, and ponds. Experience has

taught the Spaniards the advantages of bathing, in that climate, and

particularly in the hot countries.

The Mexicans, and other nations of Anahuac, made little lefs fre-

quent ufe of the bath Temazcalli. Although in all its circumftances

it is deferving of particular mention in the hiftory of Mexico, none of

the hiftorians of that kingdom have defcribed it, attending more fre-

quently to defcriptions and accounts of lefs importance, fo much that

if fome of thofe baths had not been frill preferved, the memory of

them muff have totally perifhed.

The Temazcalh', or Mexican vapour-bath, is ufually built of raw

bricks. The form of it is fimilar to that of ovens for baking bread ;

but with this difference, that the pavement of the Temazcalli is a lit-

tle convex, and lower than the furface of the earth, whereas that of

moil ovens is plain, and a little elevated for the accommodation of

the baker. Its greateft diameter is about eight feet, and its greater!

height fix. The entrance, like the mouth of an oven, is wide enough

to allow a man to creep eafily in. In the place op polite to the entrance

there is a furnace of flone or raw bricks, with its mouth outwards to

receive the fire, and a hole above it to carry off the fmoke. The part

which unites the furnace to the bath, and which is about two feet and

a half fquare, is fhut with a dry florie of 'TetzontH, or fome other ftone

porous like it. In the upper part of the vault there is an air hole,

like that to the furnace. This is the uiual ftructure of the Temaz-

calli, of which we have fubjoined a figure -, but there are others that

are without vault or furnace, mere little fquare chambers, yet well co-

vered and defended from the air.

When any perfon goes to bathe, he firft lays a mat (.<?.) within the

Temazcnlii,, a pitcher of water, and a bunch of herbs, or leaves of
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maize. He then caufes a fire to be made in the furnace, which is kept

burning, until the (tones which join the Te?na%caUi and furnace are

quite hot. The perfon who is to ufe the bath enters commonly naked,

and generally accompanied for the fake of convenience, or on account of

infirmity, by one of his domeftics. As foon as he enters, he fhuts

the entrance clofe, but leaves the air-hole at top for a little time open,

to let out any fmoke which may have been introduced through the

chinks of the ftone ; when it is all out he likewife ftops up the air-

hole. He then throws water upon the hot ftones, from which imme-

diately arifes a thick fteam to the top of the Temazcalli. While the

fick perfon lies upon the mat, the domeftic drives the vapour down-

wards, and gently beats the lick perfon, particularly on the ailing part,

with the bunch of herbs, which are dipped for a little while in the wa-

ter of the pitcher, which has then become a little warm. The fick

perfon falls immediately into a foft and copious fweat, which is en-

creafed or diminifhed at pleafure, according as the cafe requires. When

the evacuation defired is obtained, the vapour is let off, the entrance

is cleared, and the fick perfon clothes himfelf, or is tranfported on the

mat to his chamber ; as the entrance to the bath is ufually within fome

chamber of bis habitation.

The Temazcalli has been regularly ufed in feveral diforders, parti-

cularly in fevers occalioned by coftivenefs. The Indian women ufe it

commonly after child-birth, and alfo thofe perfons who have been

llung or wounded by any poifonous animal. It is, undoubtedly, a

powerful remedy for all thofe who have occavion to carry off grofs hu-

mours, and certainly it would be moft ufeful in Italy where the rheu-

matifm is fo frequent and afflicting. When a very copious fweat is

defired, the fick perfon is raifed up and held in the vapour ; as he fweats

the more, the nearer he is to it. The Temazcalli is fo common, that

in every place inhabited by the Indians there are many of them.

With refpedt to the furgery of the Mexicans, the Spanifh conquer-

ors atteft their expedition and fuccefs in dreffing and curing wounds (j).

Beiides the balfam and maripenda, they employed the milk of the

( f) Cortes himfelf being in great danger of his life from a nound he received on his head

in the famous battle of Qtompan, was greatly relieved, and at laft perfeaiy cured by the Tlai-

calan art of furgery.

Itxon-
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Itzontccpatli (/pedes ofthifile), tobacco, and other herbs. For ulcers

they ufed the Nanahuapatli, the Zacatlipatli, and the It%cuinpatli

;

for abfcefles and feveral fwellings, the T/alamat/, and the milk of the

Chilpatli; and for fractures the Naca%olt or Toloatzin. After drying,

and reducing the feed of this plant to powder, they mixed it with a cer-

tain gum, and applied it to the affected part, covered the part with
feathers, and over it laid little boards to fet the bones.

The phyficians were in general the perfons who prepared and applied

medicines ; but they accompanied their cures with feveral fuperftitious

ceremonies, with invocations to their gods, and imprecations again!!

diflempers, in order to render their art more myfterious and eftimable.

The phyficians held the goddefs Tzapotlatenan in veneration, as the

protectrefs of their art, and believed her to have been the difcoverer of

many medicinal fecrets, and amongft others of the oil which they ex-

tracted by diftillation from the Ocoth

It is wonderful that the Mexicans, and efpecially the poor among
them, were not fubject to numberlefs difeafes, coniidering the quality

of their food. This is an article in which lingular circumftances at-

tended them; for having been, for many years after the foundation of

Mexico fubjected to the moil miferable kind of life upon the little

iflands of the lake, they were confbained by neceffity to feed upon
whatever they could find in the waters. During that difaftrous time,

they learned to eat, not only the roots of the marfh plants, water fer-

pents, which abounded there, the Axolotl, Atetepiz, Atopinan, and:

other fuch little animals, inhabitants of the water y but even ants,

marfh flies, and the very eggs of the fame flies. . They nfhed fuch

quantities of thofe flies, called by them Axajatl, that they eat them,
fed feveral kinds of birds with them, and carried them to market.

They pounded them together, and made little balls of them, which
they rolled up in leaves of maize, and boiled in water with nitre. Some
hifforians who have tatted this food, pronounce it not difagreeable.

From the eggs, which thofe flies depofit in great abundance on the

rufhes in the lake, they extracted that Angular fpecies of caviare,

which they called Ahuaiihtli.

Not contented with feeding upon living tilings, they eat alfo a cer-

tain muddy fubftance that floats upon the waters of the lake, which

they

Sect.
LXIV.

Aliment of
the Mexi-
cans,,



HISTORY OF MEXICO.
they dried in the fun, and preferved to make ufe of it as chcefe,

which it refembkd in flavour and tafte. They gave this fubftance the

name of "Teaiitlatl, or excrement of ftones. Accuftomed thus to thofe

vile articles of food, they were unable to abandon them in the feafon

of their greateft plenty \ on which account the market was always feen

full of innumerable fpecies of raw, boiled, fried, and roafted little ani-

mals, which were fold there particularly to the poor. However, as

foon'as by their commerce with nfh they were able to purchafe better

aliment, and to cultivate by the exertions of their induftry the floating

gardens of the lake, they entertained themfelves with better provifions,

and at their meals there was nothing wanting, as the conqueror fays,

either in refpecl to the plenty, variety, or nicety of their dirties '(g).

Among the eatables, the firffc place is due to maize, which they

called TlaolU, a grain granted by Providence to that part of the world,

inftead of the corn of Europe, the rice of Aha, the millet of Africa,

over all which it poffeffes fome advantages ; as befides its being whole

-

fome, relifhing, and more nutritive, it multiplies more, thrives equally

'

in different climes, does not require fo much culture, is not fo delicate

as corn, ftands not in need, like rice, of a moift foil, nor is it hurtful to

the health of the cultivator. They had feveral fpecies of maize, dif-

fering in fize, colour, and quality from each other. Of maize they

made their bread, which is totally different from that of Europe in

tafte and appearance, and in the manner of making it, which they for-

merly had, and ftill continue to ufe. They put the grain to boil in

water with a little lime; when it becomes foft, they rub it in then-

hands to ftrip off the fkin-j then pound it in the Met-latl{b), take out

£ little of the pafte, and ftretching it by beating it with both hands,

key form the bread, after which they give it the laft preparation in the

Comalll The form of the bread is round and flat, about eight inches in

diameter, and one line or more in thicknefs ;
but they make their loaves

or cakes ftijl fmaller and thinner, and for the nobles they make them as

thin as cur thickeft paper. It was cuftomary alfo to mix fomething.

fr)
See the firO letter .of Cortes, the Kiflory of Bernal Diaz, and the relation of the ano-

nvmous conqueror. . „ ., r .

'

(/,) The Spaniards call the Metiatl metate, the Coraalh coma!, of winch we fhall prefently

CpeaV, and the Atolji aioJc* , -
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elfc with the bread to make it ftrll more wholefome and retiming. For ^5-H1'

pirfons of rank and circumftances, they ufed to make bread of red maize,

mixing with it the beautiful flower coatzontecoxochit!, and feyeral me-

dicinal herbs, to diminish its heat to the ftomach. This is the fort of

bread which the Mexicans, and all the other nations of tliofe ex ten five

regions, have ufed until our time, preferring it to the beft bread of

wheat. Their example has been imitated by many Spaniards \
but

to' (peak impartially, this bread, although it is extremely wholefome

and fubftantial, and when freflh made of a good tafte, becomes rather

'disagreeable when ftale. The making of bread, as well as the prepar-

ing and dreiTmg of every kind of meat, h?s always among thofe nations

been the peculiar occupation of their women. They were the perfons

who made it for their families, and who fold it in the market.

Befides bread, they mads many other meats and drinks of maize,

with different ingredients and preparations. The atollih a gruel of maize,

after it has been boiled, weil-ground, diffolved in water, and {trained.

They put the {trained liquor over a fire, and give it another boiling

until it becomes of a certain thicknefs. The Spaniards think it infi-

pid to the tafte, but they give it commonly to fick perfons, as a moft

falutary food, fweetening it with a little fugar, inftead of honey, which

is ufed by the Indians. To them it is fo grateful they cannot live with-

out it. It was formerly and ftill is their breakfaft, and with it they

bear the fatigues of agriculture, and other fervile offices in which they

are employed. Hernandez defcribes eighteen fpecies of ato/lt, which

differ both with regard to the feafoning ingredients, and the manner of

preparing them.

Next to maize, the vegetables moft in ufe were the cacao, the chia,

and the French bean. Of the ca^ao they made feyeral common drinks,

and among others that which they called ChocoJall They ground

equal quantities of the cacao and the feeds of PochitJ, put them both

with a proportionable quantity of water into a little pot, in which they

ftirred and turned them with that little indented inftrument of wood,

which the Italians call frutlo, the Spaniards miliniih, and the Eng-

lish milling-fikk ; then the; poured off the floating oily part into an-

©ther veffel.

\t t K k k Into
Vol. I. jv <* x
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BOOK VII. Into the remainder they put a handful of parte of boiled maize, and

boiled it for a certain time, after which they mixed it with the oily

part, and took it when it was cool. This is the origin of the famous

chocolate, which the cultivated nations of Europe have ufed in imita-

tion of them, as well as the name and inflruments for making it; al-

though the name is a little corrupted, and the drink altered according

to the language and tarte of each nation. The Mexicans ufed to put

in their chocolate, and other drinks which they made of the cacao, the

Tlilxocbitl, or vaniglia, the flower of the Xochinaca%tli{k), and the fruit

of the Mccaxocbitl{l), and fometimes alio honey, as the Europeans put
fugar, both to render it palatable and more wholefome.

Of the feed of the chia they made a moft refreshing drink, which
is ftill very common in that kingdom ; and of this feed alfo, with maize>

they made the chianzotzoolatelli, which was an exquifite drink much
ufed by the ancients, particularly in time of war. The foldier, who
carried with him a little bag of flour of maize and chia, thought himfelf

amply provided. When neceflary, he boiled the quantity he wifhed for,

mixing a little boney of the maguei with it; and by means of this de-

licious and nourishing beverage (as Hernandez calls it), endured the

ardour of the fun and the fatigues of war.

The Mexicans did not eat fo much flefh as the Europeans ; never-

thelefs, upon occafion of any banquet, and daily at the tables of the

lords, different kinds of animals were ferved up ; fuch as deer, rabbets,

Mexican boars, Tuze, Techichi, which they fattened as the Europeans
do hogs, and other animals of the land, the water, and the air, but the

mod common were turkeys and quails.

The fruits moft ufed by them were the mamei, the tEIzapotl, the

cochit%apotlt the cbietzapotl, the ananas, the chirionoja, the ahuacatl, a

anona, the pitahaja, the capolin, or Mexican cherry,, and different

(k) The tree of the Xochinacsvztli has long, ft rait, narrow leaves,, of a dark green colour..
Its flower confifls of fix petals, which are purple within, green without, and pleafingly odor-
ous. From the refemblance of their figure to an ear, they were called by this name among
the Mexicans, and by the Spaniards oreju.ela, or little ear. The fruit is angular, and of a
bloody colour, and grows within a pod of fix inches in length, and about one inch thick. It
is peculiar to hot countries. The flower was greatly valued, and never wanting m the markets.

(I) The Mecaxochitl\% a fmall flexible plant, whofe leaves are large and thick, and the fruit
refcmbles. long pepper,.

fpe-.
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Sect.LXV,
Wine.

ipecies of 'Tune, or Indian figs, which fruits well fupplied the want of BOOK VII;

pears, apples, and peaches.

Amongft all their plenty of foods the Mexicans were deftitute of

milk,' and fat, as they had neither cows, fheep, goats, nor hogs.

With refped: to eggs, we do not know that they eat any, except thofe

of turkeys and iguanas, the flefh of which they likewife did and ftill

eat.

The ufual feafoning to their food, hefides fait, was great pepper and

tomate, which have become equally common among the Spaniards of

that country.

They drank alfo feveral forts of wine, or beverages fimilar to them,

of the maguei, the palm, of the ftems of maize, and of the grain alfo,

of which laft, called chicha, almoft all the hiftorians of America make

mention, as it is the kind moil generally ufed in that new world. The

moft common with the Mexicans, and alfo the beft was that of the ma-

guei, called oSili by them, and by the Spaniards pulque (m). The me-

thod of making it is this. When the maguei, or Mexican aloe, arrives

at a certain height and maturity, they cut the item, or rather the leaves

while tender, of which the ftem is formed, fituated in the centre of

the plant, after which there remains a certain cavity. They {have the

internal furface of the large leaves which furround the cavity, and col-

led: the fweet juice which diftils from them in fuch abundance, that

one fingle plant generally yields, in the fpace of fix months, fix hun-

dred, and in the whole time of its fruitfulnefs more than two thou-

fand pounds of juice (;z).

They gather the juice from the cavity with a long narrow gourd,

which ferves inftead of a more artificial contrivance, and pour it into

a veflel until it ferments, which it ufually does in lefs than twenty-

(m) Pulque is not a Spanifh nor Mexican word, but is taken from the Araucan language

which is fpoke in Chili, in which the Pulcu is the general name for the beverages the.fe In-

dians ufe to intoxicate themfelves ; it is difficult to fay how the term has pafled to Mexico.

(n) Betancourt fays, that a maguei makes in fix months twenty arrobas of pulque, which

are more than fix hundred Italian pounds. He might know this well, having been for many

years a rector among the Indians. Hernandez affirms, that from one fmgle plant are extracted

fifty a?ifore. The Caftilian aufora, which is fmaller than the Roman, contain?, according to

the calculation of Mariana, five hundred and twelve ouhces of wrine, or common water. £up-

pofing that the pulque does not weigh more than water, fifty an/ore will be more than two

thoufand pounds.

K k k 2 four



43 6 HISTORY OF MEXICO.
POOK vii. four hours. To amft the fermentation, and make the beverage ftronger,

they infufe a certain herb which they name Ocpatli, or remedy of wine-

The colour of this wine is white, the tafte a little rough, and its

flrength fufficient to intoxicate, though not fo much as that of the

grape. In other refpects it is a wholfome liquor, and valuable on

many accounts as it is an excellent diuretic, and a powerful remedy a.-

p-ainifc the diarrhoea. The confumption made of this liquor is furprif-

ing as it is ufeful, for the Spaniards become rich by it. The revenue

produced by that alone which is confumed in the capital amounts an-

nually to three hundred thoufand crowns ; one Mexican rial only

being paid for every twenty-five Caftilian pounds. The quantity of

pulque, which was confumed in the capital in 1774, was two millions

two hundred and fourteen thoufand, two hundred ninety -four and half

arrobasy or upwards of fixty-three millions eight hundred thoufand

Roman pounds, exclufive of that which was fmuggled in there, and

that which the privileged Indians fell in the great market-place.

The Mexicans were lefs lingular in their drefs than in their food.

Their ufual habit was quite lirnple, confirming folely of the maxtlatl

and tilmatli'm the men, and of the cueitl, and the huepilli, in the women..

The maxtlatl was a large belt or girdle, the two ends of which hung

down before and behind to cover the parts of fhame. The tilmatli

was a fquare mantle, about four feet long ; the two ends were tied up-

on the breaft, or upon one moulder, as appears in our figures. The

cueitl, or Mexican gown, was alfo a piece of fquare cloth, in which,

the women wrapped themfelves from their waifts down to the middle.

of the leg. The huepilli was a little under veft, or waiftcoat, without

lleeves.

The drefs of the poor people was made of the thread of the maguei,.

or mountain palm, or at belt the cloth of coarfe cotton ; but thofe of

better ftation wore the fineft cotton, embellilhed with various colours,

and figures of animals, or flowers, or wove with feathers, or the fine

hair of the rabbit, and adorned with various little figures of gold and

loofe locks of cotton hanging about the girdle or maxtlatl. The meir

ufed to wear two or three mantles, and the women three or four vefts,

and as many gowns, putting the longeft undermoft, fo as that a

part of each of them might be feen. The lords wore in winter waift-

coats

Sect.
LXVI.
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coats of cotton, interwoven with foft feathers, or the hair of the rab-

bit. Women of rank wore, befides the huepilli, an upper vefl, fome-

thing like the furplice or gown of our ecclefiaftics, but larger and

with longer fleeves (?).

Their fhors were nothing but lbles of leather, or coarfe cloth if the

maguei, tied with firings, and only covered the under part of the foot.

The kings and lords adorned the firings with rich ribbands of gold

and jewels.

All the Mexicans wore their hair long, and were dishonoured by

being fnaved, or having it clipped, except the virgins confecrated to

the fervice of the temples. The women wore it looie, the men tied

in different forms, and adorned their heads with fine plumes, both

when they danced and when they went to war.

It would be difficult to find a nation which accompanied fo much

fimplicity of drefs, with fo much vanity and luxury in other ornaments of

their perfons. Befides feathers and jewels, with which they ufed to

adorn their cloaths, they wore ear-rings, pendants at the under-lip,

and many likewife at their nofes, necklaces, bracelets for the hands and

arms, and alfo certain rings like collars about their legs. The ear-

rings and pendants of the poor were (hells, pieces of cryflal, amber,,

or fome other mining little flone ; but the rich wore pearls, emeralds,

amethyfls, or other gems, fet in gold.

Their houfhold furniture was by no means correfpondent to this paf-

fion for perfonal finery. Their beds were nothing elfe than one

or two coarfe mats of rufhes, to which the rich added fine palm mats,

and meets of cotton ; and the lords, linen wove with feathers. The

pillow of the poor was a flone or piece of wood ; that of the rich, pro-

bably of cotton. The common people did not cover themfelves in bed

with any thing elfe than the tilmatli, or mantle, but the higher ranks

and nobles made ufe of counterpanes of cotton and feathers. At

dinner, inftead of a table, they fpread a mat upon the ground y and

they ufed napkins, plates, porringers, earthen pots,, jugs, and other

vefiels of fine clay, but not, as we can difcover, either knives or forks.

Their chairs were low feats of wood and rufhes, or palm, or a kind

(0) We have fpokcn elfewhere of the habits of the liingi, pnefts, and military perfons.

of
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of reed called icpaUi (p). No houfe wanted the metlatl, or comallL

The metlatl was the ftone in which they ground their maize, and

the cacao, as is reprefented in our figure of their mode of making

bread. This inftrument is ftill extremely common in all New Spain,

and over the greatefr. part of America. The Europeans have aifo a-

dopted it, and in Italy and elfewhere the chocolate-makers ufe it to

grind the cacao. The comalli was, and ftill is, being as much ufed as

the metlatl
: a round and rather hollow pan, which is about an inch,

thick and about fifteen in diameter.

The drinking veffels of the Mexicans were made of a fruit fimilar

to gourds, which grow, in hot countries, on trees of a middling fize.

Some of them are large and perfectly round, which they call Xicalli [q),

and others fmaller and cylindrical, which they give the name of Teco-

mail. Both thefe fruits are folid and heavy : their rind is hard, woody,

and of a dark green colour, and the feeds are like thofe of gourds.

The xicalli is about eight inches in diameter ', the tecomatl is not ih

long, and about four fingers in thicknefs. Each fruit when divided in

the middle made two equal veffels ; they cut out all the feed, and gave

them a varnifh with a particular mineral earth, of a pleafing fmell,

and of different colours, particularly a fine red. At prefent they are

frequently gilt with filver and gold.

The Mexicans made ufe of no candlefticks, nor wax, nor tallow

candles, nor of oil to make light ; for although they had many kinds

of oil, they never employed it otherwife than in medicine, in paint-

ing, and in varnifhes ; and although they extracted a great quantity of

wax from the honey-combs, they either did not know, or were not at

the pains to make lights with it. la maritime countries they made

ufe of mining beetles for that purpofe ; but in general they employed

torches of ocotl, which, although they made a fine light, and yielded

(p) The Spaniards corrupt the word into Etpiipaks.

(q) The Spaniards of Mexico called the Xicalli Xicara. The Spaniards of Europe adopt-

ed this word to figuify the little cup for taking chocolate, and thence came the Italian Chicchera.

Bomare makes mention of the tree Xicalli, under the name of Calebaffier d' Amerique, and

fays, that in New Spain, it is known under the names of Choyne, Cujete, and Hygnero ;

but this is a mifhike. The name Hlluero (not Hyguero) was that which the Indians of the

Ifland of Hifpaniola gave to this tree; the Spanifh conquerors made ufe of it formerly, but no

ufe was made of it afterwards in New Spain. None of the other trees were ever heard of

by as in thofe countries.

an
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an agreeable odour, fmoked and foiled their habitations with foot. BOOK vil.

One of the European cuftoms which they chiefly prized upon the ar-

rival of the Spaniards, was that of candles ; but thofe people had cer-

tainly little occafion for candles, as they devoted all the hours of the

night to repofe, after employing all thofe of the day in bufinefs and
toil. The men laboured at their different profeflions, and the women
baked, wove, embroidered, prepared victuals, and cleaned their houfes.

All daily made orifons to their gods, and burned copal in honour of

them, and therefore no houfe, however poor the poffeffor, wanted idols

or cenfers.

The method which the Mexicans and other nations practifed to kin-

dle fire, was the fame which the ancient fhepherds of Europe em-
ployed (r), by the friction of two pieces of wood. The Mexicans

generally ufed the achiote, which is the roucou of the French. Botu-
rini affirms, that they {truck fire alfo from flint.

After a few hours of labour in the morning they took their break-

faff, which was moft commonly atolli, or gruel of maize, and their

dinner after mid-day ; but among all the hiflorians of Mexico, we have

found no mention of their fupper. They ate little, but they drank

frequently, either of the wine of the maguei, or maize, or of chia, ©r

fome other drink of the cacao,, and fometimes plain water.

After dining, the lords ufed to compofe themfelves to fleep with the Sect,

fmoke of tobacco {/). This plant was greatly in ufe among the Mexi- The ufe ^
cans. They make various plafters. with it, and took it not only in tobacco *

fmoke at the mouth, but alfo in fnufF at the nofe. In order to fmoke

it, they put the leaves with the gum of liquid amber,, and other hot,

warm, and odorous herbs,, into a little pipe of wood, or reed, or fome

(r) Caliche mortis? laurus ; bedcra, & omnes ex quihns igniariajiunt. Exploratorum hoc ufus in

cajiris Pajlorumque reperit ;
quoniam ad excutiendum igtiem non feniper lapidis eft occajio. T'crritur

ergo lignum I'g'to, ignemque concipit attritu, excipientc materia aridi fomitis, fungi, vel foliorum fa-

cilime conceptum. Flinius Hift. Nat. lib. xvi. c. 40. The fame thing is obferved in the fecond

book of the Queftiones Naturales of Seneca, and alfo in other ancient writers..

(s) Tabaco is a name taken from the Haitine-language. The Mexicans had two fpecies of

tobacco, very different in the fize of the plant and the leaves, in the figure of the flower and
the colour of the feed. The fmalleft, which is the common one, was called by them Pic'etl*

and the large (t Quaujetl.. This la ft becomes as high as a moderate tree. Its flower is not di-

vided into five parts like that of the Picietl, but only cut into fix or feven angles. Thefe

plants vary much according to clime, not only in the quality of the tobacco, but alfo in the

fi.ze of the leaves and other cireumftances, on which account feveral authors have multiplied

the fpecies.

& ©their-
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other more valuable fubltance. They received the fmoke by fucking

the pine and (hutting the noftrils with their finger?, fo that it might

oafs by the breath more eafily towards the lungs. Who would have

believed that the ufe of tobacco, which neceOity made thofe phlegma-

tic nations invent, would have become the vice or cuftom of almoil all

the nations of the world • and that fo humble a plant, of which the

Europeans wrote and 1poke- lb unfavourably, would have made one of

the greateft revenues of the kingdoms of Europe ? But what ought to

excite ftill greater wonder, is, that although the ufe of tobacco is now

fo common among thofe nations who formerly defpifed it, it is now fo

rare among its inventors, that there are extremely few of the Indians

of New Spain who take it in fmoke, and none at all who uie it in (miff.

As the Mexicans wanted candles to make light, they alio were with-

out foap to warn with, although there were animals from which they

mio-ht have obtained it {¥) \ but they fupplied that deficiency by a fruit

and a root. The fruit was that of the copdxocotl, a tree of mode-

rate fize which is found in Michuacan, Yucatan, Mizteca, and elfe-

where(a). The pulp, that is under the rind of the fruit, which

is white, vifcous, and very bitter, makes water white, raifes a froth,

and ferves like foap to warn and clean linen. The root is that of the

amolli, a fmall plant, but very common in that country, for wmch

Saporiaria Americana feems to be a more proper name, as it is not very

diffimilar to the Saponaria of the old continent ;
but the amolli is more

ufed to warn the body now, and more particularly the head, than for

Cl

We
S

have now given all that we think worthy of credit and public

relation concerning the political economy of the Mex.cans. Such

was their government, their laws, their cuftoms, and their arts, when

the Spaniards arrived in the country of Anahuac, the war and memor-

able events of which make the fubjedt of the following boo.es.

its detero-ent quality; Betancourt fpeaks of it under the name of the foap-me, b> which it is

its aetere tnt 4.1.11117 , <. Y
j„iv-:u„ a w under the name of Savonier, and Sa~

%ZtSS^S^^qf^35IS of foaP ,
hut it is not fo good as

^•(l" There is a fpecies of a.clll, the root of which dyes hair the colour of gold. We f,w

this lingular effecl produced upon the hair of an old man.

APPEN-



POSTERITY OF KING MOTEZUMA. (44O

MOTEZUMA IX. king of Mexico, married with Mtahuaxochitl

his niece.

I

Don Pedro
<

Johualicahuat%in Motezuma, married Donna Gaterina

Quauxochitl his niece.

D. Diego Luis Ibuitemotzin Motezuma, married in Spain Donna
Francifca de Cueva.

D. Pedro Tefifon Motezuma de Cueva I. Count of Motezuma, and

Tula, and vifcount lluca, married Donna Jeroma Porras.

D. Diego Luis Motezuma and

Porras II. Count of Mote-
zuma, &c. married Donna Luifa

Jofre Loaifa and Carilla, daugh-

ter of the count of Arco.

I

Donna Maria jeroma Motezuma
Jofre de Loaifa III. coun-

tefs of Motezuma, &c. mar-

ried to D. Jofeph Sarmiento

de Valladares, who was viceroy

of Mexico, and I. duke of A-
trifco.

Donna Faufla

Dominica Sar-

miento, Mo-
tezuma IV.

countefs of

Motezuma,
died a child in

Mexico in

1697.

Donna Melchi-

orra Sarmiento

Motezuma, V.
countefs of Mo-
tezuma, died

without iffue, in

17 17, by which

the eftates of

Motezuma re-

verted to Donna
Terefa Nieto de

Sylva, daughter of

the I. marquis of

Tenebron.

Donna Terefa Francifca Motezu-
ma and Porras, married to D.Die-
go Cifneros de Guzman.

Donna Jeroma de Cifneros Mo-
tezuma, married to D. Felix

Nieto de Silva, I. marquis of

Tenebron.

1

Donna Terefa Nieto de Sylva and

Motezuma, II. marchionefs of

Tenebron, and VI. countefs of

Motezuma, married to D. Gaf-

par d'Oca Sarmiento and Zuniga.

D. Jerom d'Oca Motezuma, &c.

III. marquis of Tenebron, and

VII. count of Motezuma, mar-

ried Donna Maria Jofepha de

Mendoza.

I

D. Jerom d'Oca Motezuma and

Mendoza, VIII. count of Mo-
tezuma, IV. marquis of Tene-

bron, and grandee of Spain, now
living.

There are other branches of this moft noble line in Spain as well

as Mexico.

Vol. I. (K k k) PES-



DESCENDANTS OF FERDINAND CORTES.

D Fernando Cortez, conqueror, governor, and captain-general of

* Mexico, I. marquis of the valley of Oaxaca, had, in fecond

marriap-e, Donna Jeroma Ramirez d' Arrellano and Zuniga, daughter of

D. Carlos Ramirez d' Arrellano, II. count of Aguilar, and Donna

Jeroma de Zuniga, daughter of the count of Benares, eldeft fon of D.

Alvaro de Zuniga, I. duke of Bejar. Their fon was

I.

D. Martinez Cortez Ramirez d'Arrellano, II. marquis of the Val-

ley, married his niece, Donna Anna Ramirez d' Arrellano. Their

iffue were

II,

D. Fernando Cortez Ramirez dArellano, III. marquis of the

Valley, married Donna Mencia Fernandez de Cabrera and Mendoza,

daughter of D. Pedro Fernandez Cabrera and Bobadilla. II. count of

Chinchon, and Donna. Maria de Mendoza andCerda, filler of the prince

of Melito. D. Ferdinand had but one fon, who died in childhood

and was fucceeded by his brother.

2. D. Pedro Cortez Ramirez dArrellano, IV. marquis of the Valley,

married Donna Anna Pacheco de la Cerda, lifter of the II. count of

Montalban. Died without iffue, and was therefore fucceeded by his

filler,

3. Donna Jeroma Cortez Ramirez dArrellano, V. marchionefs of

the Valley, married to D. Pedro Carillo de Mendoza, IX. count of

Priepo, affillant, and captain-general of Seville, and great major domo

to queen Margaret of Auftria. Their daughter was

III.

Donna Stephania Carillo de Mendoza and Cortez. VI. marchionefs

of the Valley, was the wife of D. Diego of Arragon. IV. du'ke of

Terranova, prince of Caftel Vetrano, and of S. R. J. marquis of

Avola and Favora, conftable and admiral of Sicily, commander of

Villafranca, viceroy of Sardinia, knight of the illaflrious order of To-

lon d'Oro. Their only daughter was

IV. Donna
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IV.

Donna Juana d'Arragon Carilla de Mendoza and Cortez, V. Du-

chefs of Terranova, and VI'I. marchionefs of the Valley, great cham-

bermaid to queen Luifa of Orleans, and afterwards to queen Ma-

riana of Auflria, married to D. Hedtor Pignatelli, V. duke of

Montelione, prince of Noja, marquis of Cerchiara, count of Borelloj-

Catalonia, and Santangelo> viceroy of Catalonia, grandee of Spain,

&c* Their only" fon was
V.-

D. Andrea Fabrizio Pignatelli d'Arragon Carillode Mendoza and

Cortez IV. duke of Montelione. VI. duke of Terranova. VIII. mar-

quis of the Valley, grandee of Spain, great chamberlain of the

kingdom of Naples, knight of the order of Tofon d'Oro, married

Donna Terefa Pimentel and Benavides, daughter of D. Antonio Al-

fonfo de Qui nones, XI. count of Benavente, of Luna, and Ma-

jorca, grandee of Spain, &c. and Donna Elifabetta Francifca de Bena-

vides', III. marchionefs of Javalquinto, and Villareah- Their daugh-

ter was
VI.

Donna J Pignatelli d'Arragon Pimentel, Carillo de Men-

doza and Cortez, VII. duchefs of Montelione, VII. duchefs of Terra-

nova, IX. marchionefs of the Valley, grandee of Spain, &c. wife of

D. Nicolas Pignatelli, of the princes of Noja and Cerchiara, prince

of S. R. I. knight of Tofon d'Oro, &c. viceroy of Sardinia and Si-

cily, &c. Their fon was
y

VII.

D. Diego Pignatelli- d'Arragon, &c. VIII. duke of Montelione,.

VIII. duke of Terranova, X. marquis of the Valley, great admiral

and conftable of Sicily, knight of Tofon d'Oro, grandee of Spain, and

prince of S. R. I. &c. married Donna Margarita Pignatelli, of the

Dukes of Bellofguardo. Their fon was

VIII.

D. Fabrizio Pignatelli d'Arragon, &c. IX. duke of Montelione;

IX. duke of Terranova, XL marquis of the Valley, grandee of Spain,

mice of S. R. I. &c. married Donna Coflanza Medici, of the princes

Their fon was
IX. D. Hec-

r;

:

!

pr

of Otajano
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IX.

D.. Hector Pignatelli d'Arragon, &c. X. duke of Montelione, X.

duke of Terranova, XII. marquis of the Valley of Oaxaca, grandee

of Spain, prince of S. R. I. living at prefent in Naples, and married

with Donna N. Piccolomini, of the dukes of Amain.

Of that noble couple whom we have placed under Number VI.

were born four fons, Diego, Fernando, Antonio, and Fabrizio ; and

as many daughters, Rofa, Maria Terefa, Stephania, and Caterina.

i. Don Diego was heir of the marquifate of the Valley, and the

dukedoms of Montelione and Terranova. 2. Don Ferdinand mar-

ried Donna Lucretia Pignatelli, princefs of Strongoli, whofe fon

D. Salvatore took to wife donna Julia Maftrigli, of the dukes of Ma-

.rigliano. 3. D. Antonio, married in Spain, an only daughter of

the count of Fuentes. Of this marriage was born D. Jerom Pig-

natelli d'Arragon, Moncayo, &c. count of Fuentes, marquis of Gofco-

juela, grandee of Spain, prince of S.'R. L knight of Tofon d'Oro, of

St. Jago, &c. ambaflador from the court of Spain to the courts of

England and France, and prefident of the royal council of military or-

ders ; whofe fon, now living, has married the only daughter and heir-

,efs of Cafimiro Pignatelli, count of Egmont, duke of Bifaccia, &c.

knight of Tofon d'Oro, and lieutenant-general of the armies of his

rnoft Chriftian majefty. 4. D. Fabrizio took to wife Virginia Pignatelli,

fitter to the princefs of Strongoli, whofe fon, D. Michael, is marquis

of Salice and Guagnano. 5. Rofa was given in marriage to the prince

.of Scalea. 6, Maria Terefa, to the marquis of Wefterlo, Senor Boe-

mo. 7. Stephania, to the prince of Bifignano. 8. Caterina, to the

count of Acetra.

A P P E N-
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THE MEXICAN CENTURY.
Years.

I. TOCHTLI.
II. Acatl.

III. Tecpatl.

IV. Calli.

V. Tochtli.

VI. Acatl.

VII. Tecpatl.

VIII. Calli.

IX. Tochtli.

X. Acatl.

XL Tecpatl.

XII. Calli.

XIII. Tochtli.

I. ACATL.
II. Tecpatl.

III. Calli.

IV. Tochtli.

V. Acatl.

VI. Tecpari.

VII. Calli.

VIII. Tochtli.

IX. Acatl.

X. Tecpatl.

XL Calli.

XII. Tochtli.

XIII. Acatl.

Years,

I. TECPATL.
II. Calli.

III. Tochtli.

IV. Acatl.

V. Tecpatl.

VI. Calli.

VII. Tochtli.

VIII. AcatL
IX. Tecpatl.

X. Calli.

XL Tochtli.

XII. Acatl.

XIII. Tecpatl.

I. CALLI.
II. Tochtli.

III. Acatl.

IV. Tecpatl.

V. Calli.

VI. Tochtli.

VII. Acatl.

VIIL Tecpatl.

IX. Calli.

X. Tochtli.

XL Acatl.

XII. Tecpatl.

XIII. Calli.

The years wrote with large chara&ers are thofe from which the four

fmall periods of thirteen years, of which their century was compofed,

began.

Vol. I. L 1 1
' MEXI«
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MEXICAN YEARS
From the Foundation to the

•
Conqueft of Mexico,, compared

with Chriftian Years.

Thofe printed with large Characters are the firfr. of every Period.

Thofe marked with an Afterifk are fecular Years.

Mexican Years. Chriftian Years.

II. Calli

III. Tochtli
- l 3 25faJ
- 13 26

IV. Acatl - 1327
V. Tecpatl -

VI. Calli

- 1328
- 1329

VII. Tochtli - 133°
VIII. Acatl - - 1331
IX. Tecpatl

X. Calli

XI. Tochtli

- i33 2

- 1333
- 1334

XII. Acatl - - 1335
XIII. Tecpatl

I. CALLI -

II. Tochtli -

III. Acatl

- i336

- *337

_ 1339
IV. Tecpatl

V. Calli

- 134°
- 134 1

VI. Tochtli - - 1342
VII. Acatl - - !343
VIII. Tecpatl

IX. Calli -

X. Tochtli -

- 1344
- 1345
- 1347

XL Acatl -

XII. Tecpatl

XIII. Calli -

*I. TOCHTLI

- J 347
- 1348
- 1349
- 135°

II. Acatl - 135 1

Mexican Years. Chriflian Years.

III. Tecpatl

IV. Calli -

V. Tochtli -

VI. Acatl -

VII. Tecpatl

VIII. Calli

IX. Tochtli

X. Acatl

XL Tecpatl

XII. Calli -

XIII. Tochtli

I. ACATL
II. Tecpatl

III. Calli -

IV. Tochtli

V. Acatl

VI. Tecpatl

VII. Calli -

VIII. Tochtli

IX. Acatl -

X. Tecpatl

XL Calli -

XII. Tochtli

XIII. Acatl

I. TECPATL
II. Calli

III. Tochtli

35 2 fcJ

353 (d)

354
355
356

357
358

359
360
361

362

3 6 3

3 64

3 65
366

3 67
368

369
37°

37 l

37 2

373
374-

375
376

377
378

(a) Foundation of Mexico. (I) Diviiion of thofe of Tenochcho and Tlatelolco.

(c) Acamapuzin, firft king of Mexico. (</) Quaciuauhpitzahuac, firft king of Tlatelolco,

IV. Acatl
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Mexican Years. Chriitian Years.

IV. Acatl -

V. Tecpatl -

VI. Calli

VII. Tochtli

VIII. Acatl

IX. Tecpatl

X. Calli

XL Tochtli -

XII. Acatl -

XIII. Tecpatl

I. CALLI -

II. Tochtli -

HI. Acatl -

IV. Tecpatl -

V. Calli

VI. Tochtl -

VII. Acatl -

VIII. Tecpatl

IX. Calli -

X. Tochtli -

XI. Acatl -

XII. Tecpatl

XIII. Calli -

*I. TOCHTLI
II. Acatl

III. Tecpatl

IV. Calli

V. Tochtli -

VI. Acatl -

VII. Tecpatl

VIII. Calli -

IX. Tochtli -

X. Acatl

XI. Tecpatl

J 379
1380
1381

1382

1384
1385
1386

1388

.389^;
1390
I39 1

1392

!393
1394
!395
1396

*397
1398

139967
1400
1401

1402

H°3
1404

H°5
1406 (g

)

1407
1408

1409
1-410 (h)

141

1

1412

Mexican Years. Chriftian Years.

XII. Calli -

XIII. Tochtli

I. ACATL -

II. Tecpatl

III. Calli -

IV. Tochtli -

V. Acatl

VI. Tecpatl

VII. Calli

VIII. Tochtli

IX. Acatl

X. Tecpatl

XI. Calli

XII. Tochtli

XIII. Acatl

I. TECPATL
II. Calli

III. Tochtli

IV. Acatl -

V. Tecpatl -

VI. Calli

VII. Tochtli

VIII. Acatl

IX. Tecpatl

X. Calli

XI. Tochtli

XII. Acatl -

XIII. Tecpatl

I. CALLI --

II. Tochtli -

III. Acatl -

IV. Tecpatl -

V. Calli

VI. Tochtli -

Hi 3 (V
14.14

M-15
1 41

6

1417
1418

1419
•

1420

1 42

1

1422 (k)

1423 (I)

1424
14.2 s fm)
1426 (n)

1427
1428

1425
1430

'

I43 1

H3 2

H33
H34
H35
1436 fo)

H3'7
1433

1439
1440
1 44i fpj
1442

1443
1444

H45
1446 (?)

>f Tlatelolco.

of Mexico.(e) Huitzilihuitl, fecond king of Mexico. (/) Tlacateotl, fecond kmg of

Of)
Ixtlilxochitl, king of Acolhuacan. (4) Chimalpopoca, third kmg ot

(i) Tezozomoc, the tyrant. (k) Maxtlaton, the tyrant.

A Xtzcoatl, fourth king of Mexico. (*) Conquer! of Azcapozalco.

(n) Nezahualcojotl, king of Acolhuacan, and Totoquihuatzm king of Tacuba.

(„) Montezuma llhmcarnina, fifth king of Mexico. if)
Moquihtnx, fourth kmg of

Tlatelolco. ( ? ) Inundation of Mexico.

L \ ] 2 VII. Acatl



Mexican Years.
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ChrifUan Years. Mexican Year?. ChrifHan Years.

VII. Acatl -

VIII. Tecpatl

IX. Calli

X. Tochtli -

XL Acatl -

XII. Tecpatl

XIII. Calli -

*I. TOCHTLI
II. Acatl

III. Tecpatl

IV. Calli

V. Tochtli -

VI. Acatl -

VII. Tecpatl

VIII. Calli -

IX. Tochtli

X. Acatl

XL Tecpatl

XII. Calli -

XIII. Tochtli

I. ACATL -

II. Tecpatl

III. Calli

IV. Tochtli -

V. Acatl

VI. Tecpatl -

VII. Calli -

VIII. Tochtli

IX. Acatl -

X. Tecpatl

XL Calli

XII. Tochtli

XIII. Acatl -

I. TECPATL

H47
1448
J 449
H5°
H5 1

H5 2

1453

H54
H55
H5 6

1457 M
1458
r459
1460

1 46

1

1462

H63
1464 j»
14.65

1466

1467
1468

1469 (/)

1470 (u)

1471

1472

H73
H74
^75
1476

1477 (*)

1478
1479*
1480

II. Calli

III. Tochtli -

IV. Acatl -

V. Tecpatl -

VI. Calli

VII. Tochtli

VIII. Acatl -

IX. Tecpatl

X. Calli

XL Tochtli

XII. Acatl -

XIII. Tecpatl

I. CALLI -

II. Tochtli -

III. Acatl -

IV. Tecpatl -

V. Calli

VI. Tochtli -

VII. Acatl -

VIIL Tecpatl

IX. Calli

X. Tochtli -

XL Acatl -

XII. Tecpatl

XIII. Calli -

I. TOCHTLI
II. Acatl

J II. Tecpatl

IV. Calli

V. Tochtli -

VI. Acatl -

VII. Tecpatl

VIII. Calli -

IX. Tochtli -

1481

1482 (y)

H83
1484
1485
1486 (%)

1488

1489
1490
1491

1492

*493
1494

H95
1496
J 497 .

1498 (B)

1499
1500
1501

1502(C)
I 5°3
!5 4

1506

*5°7
1508

1509 (2>)

1510

1512

*.V3
* r5W

.
(r) Famous war of Cuetlachtlan.

(0 Chimalpopoca, king of Tacuba
(x) Tizoc,. feventh king of Mexico,
(is) Dedication of the greater temple

(£) New inundation of Mexico.
(D-) Memorable event of the princefs Papantzin

8

(s) Axajacatl, fixth king of Mexico^
(u) Nezahualpilli, king of Acolhuacan.

(y) Ahuitzotl, eighth king of Mexico.
(A) Totoquihuatzin, fecond king of Tacuba.

(C) Montezuma Xocojotzin, ninth king of Mexico*

X. Acatl
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X. Acatl - *5 l S I. ACATL - - i$*9iF)
XL Tecpatl - - 1516(E) II. Tecpatl - - i5 2°(G)

XII. Calli - - l 5 J 7 III. Calli - - 1521(H)
XIII. Tochtli - 1518

The exactnefs of this Table will appear from our Second Differ-

tation.

(E\ Cacamatzin, king of Acolhuacan. .(F) Entry of the Spaniards into Mexico.

J(G-) Cuitlahuatzin, tenth king-, and Quauhtemotzin, eleventh king of Mexico, death of

Montezuma, and defeat -of the Spaniards.. (H) The taking .of Mexico, and fall of

the empire.

MEXI-



446 APPENDIX.
MEXICAN CALENDAR,

From the Year I Toclitli, the firft of the Century.

ATLACAHUALCO Firft Month.

Feftivals.Modern Style. Mexican Days.

February 26 I. CIPACTLI
27 II. Ehecatl

28 III. Calli

March 1 IV. Cuetzpalin

2 V. Coatl

3
VI. Miquiztli

4 VII. Mazatl

5 VIII. Tochtli

6 IX. Atl

7 X. Itzcuintli

8 XI. Ozomatli

9 XII. Malinalli

10 XIII. Acatl

11 I. OCELOTL
12 II. Quauhtli

r 3 III. Cozcaquauhtli

14 IV. Olin

J 5 V. Tecpatl

16 VI. Quiahuitl

17 1 VII. Xochitl

TL ACAX I P E HUALI
18 VIII. Cipa&Ii

19 IX. Ehecatl

20 X. Calli

21 XI. Cuetzpalin

22 XII. Coatl

2 3 XIII. Miquiztli

24 I. MAZATL. 1

The great fecular festival.

FefKval of TlalocateuBlt, and
the other gods of water, with
the facrifice of infants, and
the gladiatorian facrifice.

Nocturnal facrifice of fattened

prifoners.

ZTLI Second Month.

The great feitival of Xipe, god
of the goldfmiths, with fa-

crifices of prifoners and mi-
litary exerci fes.

Fair, of the owners of prifoners

for twenty days.

The days marked in large characters are thofe which began the fmall

periods of thirteen days.

March
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Modern Style. Mexican Days. FeftivaU.

March 25 II. Tochtli

26 III. Atl

27 IV. Itzcuintli

28 V. Ozomatli

29 VI. Malinalli

3° VII. Acid Feftival of the god Chicoma-

3
1 VIII. Ocelod cat/.

April 1 IX. Quauhtli Feftival of the god Tequiztli-

2 X. Cozcaquauhdi matehuatl.

3 XL Olin

4 XII. TecpatI

5 XIII. Quiahuitl Feftival of the god Chancoti,

6 I. XOCHITL. with noclurrial facrifices.

TOZOZTONTI . I Third Month.

7 II. Cipaddi Watch kept by the minifters of

8 III. Ehecatl the temples every night of

9 IV. Calli this month.

10 V. Cuetzpalin

1

1

VI. Coatl The fecond feftival of the gods

12 VII. Miquitzli of water, with facrifices of

*3 VIII. Mazad children, and oblations of
1*/

H IX. Tochtli flowers

.

15 X. Atl

16 XI. Itzcuintli

l 7 XII. Ozomatli

18 XIII. Malinalli

.
J 9 I. ACATL Feftival of the'goddefs Coatll-

20 II. Ocelotl cue, with oblations of flow-

21 III. Quauhtli ers, and a proceffion,

22 IV. Cozcaquauhdi

2 3
V. Olin

24 VI. TecpatI

2 5 VII. Quiahuitl

26 VIII. Xochith

447

HUE I-



44 8 APPENDIX.
HUEITOZOZTLI Fourth Month.

Modem Style Mexican Days.

April

May

27
28

29

3°
1

2

3

4
5
6

7
8

9
10

11

12

13

14

15

16

IXv Cipaclli

X. Ehecatl

XI. Calli

XII. Cuetzpalin

XIII. Coatl

I. MIQUIZTLI
II. Mazatl

III. Tochtli

IV. Atl

V. Itzcuintli

VI. Ozomatli

VII. Malinalli

VIII. Acatl

IX. Ocelotl

X. Quauhtli

XI. Cozcaquauhtli

XII. Olin

XIII. Tecpatl

I. QUIAHUITL
II. Xochitl

Fcftivals.

Watch kept in the temples, and

a general faft.

Feftival of Centeotl, with facri-

fices of human victims and

quails.

Solemn convocation for the

grand feftival of the follow-

ing month.

Faft in preparation of the fol-

lowing feftival.

T O X C A T L Fifth Month.

l 7
18

19
20
21

22

2 3

24
25
26

27
28

29

3°

III. Cipadtli

IV. Ehecatl

V. Calli

VI. Cuetzpalin

VII. Coatl

VIII. Miquiztli

IX. Mazatl

X. Tochtli

XI. Atl.

XII. Itzcuintli

XIII. Ozomatli

I. MALINALLI.
II. Acatl

III. Ocelotl

3 1 I IV. Quauhtli

The grand feftival of Tezcat/t-

poca, with a folemn peni-

tential proceffion, the iacri-

fice of a priibner, and dif-

miffion of all the marriage-

able youth from the temple.

The firft feftival of Huitzilo-

pochtli. Sacrifices of human
victims and quails. Solemn
incenfe-offering of Chapo-
potli, or bitumen of Judea.

Solemn dance of the king,

the priefts, and the people.

June



A

Modern Style.

June

P P E

Mexican Days.

N D I

V. Cozcaquauhtli

VI. Olin

VII. Tecpatl

VIII. Quiahuitl

IX. Xochitl

X.

Feftivals.

449

ETZALCUALIZTLI Sixth Month.

7
8

9
10

1

1

12

*3

H
i5

16

J 7
18

i9

20
21

22

23

24
2 5

X. Cipadli

XL Ehecatl

XII. Calli

XIII. Cuetzpalin

I. COATL
II. Miquiztli

III. Mazatl

IV. Tochtli

V. Atl

VI. Itzcuintli

VII. Ozomatli

VIII. Malinalli

IX. Acatl

X. Ocelotl

XI. Quauhtli

XII. Cozcaquauhtli

XIII. Olin

I. TECPATL
II. Quiahuitl

III. Xochitl

The third feftival of the gods

of water, with facrifices and

a dance.

Puniihments of priefts negli-

gent in the fervice of the

temple.

TECUILHUITONTLI Seventh Month*

July

Vol. f.

26

27
28

29
3°

1

2

3

4

5

IV. Cipacl-li

V. Ehecatl

VI. Calli

VII. Cuetzpalin

VIII. Coatl

IX. Miquiztli

X. Mazatl

XI. Tochtli

XII. Atl

XIII. Itzcuintli

Feftival of Huixtocihuatl, with

facrifices of prifoners, and a

dance of the priefts.*

M m m July



Modern Style.

APPEND
Mexican Days.

OZOMATLI
II. Malinalli

III. Acatl

IV. Ocelotl

V. Quauhtli
VI. Cozcaquauhtli
VII. Olin

"

VIII. Tecpatl
IX. Quiahuitl

X. Xochitl

UEITECUILHUITL Eighth Month.

XI. Cipadtli

XII. Ehecatl

XIII. Calli

I. CUETZPALIN
II. Coatl

III. Miquiztli

IV. Mazatl
V. Tochtli

VI. Atl

VII. Itzcuintli

VIII. Ozomatli
IX. Malinalli

X. Acatl

XI. Ocelotl

XII. Quauhtli

XIII. Cozcaquauhtli

I. OLIN
II. Tecpatl

3 I III. Quiahuitl

4 I IV. Xochitl

The fecond feftival of Centeot!^

with the facrifice of a female
flave • illumination of the
temple, dance, and alms-
giving.

Feftival of Maculitcchtli,.

AXOCHIMACO Ninth Month.

Feftival of Macuilcifattli,

Auguft
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Modern St; le. Mexican Davs.

AugU fi- IO X. Miquiztli

I I XI. Mazatl

12 XII. Tochdi
l 3 XIII. Atl

14
3

I. ITZCUINTLI
15 II. Ozomatli

10 III. Maiinalli

l 7 IV. Acatl

18 V. Ocelotl

J 9
20

21

VI. Quauhtli

VII. Cozcaquauhtli

VIII. Olin

22

24!

IX. Tecpatl

X. Quiahuitl.

XI. Xochitl

Fefliv.ils.

The fecond feftival of Huitzi-

hpocbtli, with facrifices of.

prifoners, oblations of flow-

ers, general dance, and fo-

lemn banquet.

FefUval of Jacateuffti, god of
the merchants, with facri-

fices and entertainments.

September

XOCOHUETZI Tenth Month.

25
26

27
28

29

3°

3
1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

10

1

1

12

*3

XII. Cipadtli

XIII. Ehecatl

I. CALLI
II. Cuetzpalin

III. Coatl

IV. Miquiztli

V. Mazatl

VI. Tochtli

VII. Atl

VIII. Itzcuintli

IX. Ozomatli

X. Maiinalli

XI. Acatl

XII. Ocelotl

XIII. Quauhtli

I. COZCAQUAU-
TLI

II. Olin

III. Tecpatl

IV. Quiahuitl

V. Xochitl ,

The feftival of XiubteuSfli,

god of fire, with a folemn

dance, and facrifice of pri-

foners.

All feflivals ceafe during thole

five days.

M m m 2 O CE
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OCHPANIZTLI Eleventh Month,

Modern Style.

September 14

15
16

17
18

19
20
21

22
2 3

24
25
26

27
28

29

3°
1

2

3

G&ober

Mexican Days:

VI. Cipaftli

VII. Ehecatl

VIII. Calli

IX.

X.
Cuetzpalin

Coatl

XI.

XII.

Miquiztli

Mazatl
XIII. Tochtli

I. ATL
II. Itzcuintli

III. Ozomatli
IV. Malinalli

V. Acatl

VI. Ocelotl

VII. Quauhtli

VIII. Cozcaquauhtli

IX. Olin

X. Tecpatl

XI. Quiahuitl

XII. Tochtli

Feftivals.

Dance preparatory to the fol-

lowing festival.

Feftival of
<

Teteoinan> mother
of the gods, with the facri-

fice of a female Have.

The third feafl of the goddefs

Centeotl in the temple Xiuh-
calco, with a procefTion and
facrifices.

TEOTLECO Twelfth Month.

4
5
6

7
8

9
10

1

1

12

*3

14

15
16

17
18

XIII. Cipadli

I. EHECATL
II. Calli

III. Cuetzpalin

IV. Coatl

V. Miquiztli

VI. Mazatl

VII. Tochtli

VIII. Atl

IX. Itzcuintli

X. Ozomatli

XL Malinalli

XII. Acatl

XIII. Ocelotl

I. QUAUHTLI

Feftival of Chiucnahuitzcuintli^

Nabualpilli, and Centeotl, gods
of the lapidaries.

O&ober
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Modern Style.

October 19
20

21

22

2 3

Mexican Days.

N D I X.

FeftivaU.

II. Cozcaquauhtli

III. Olin

IV. Tecpatl

V. Quiahuitl

VI. Xochitl

Watch kept for the following

feftival.

Feftival of the arrival of the gods,

with a great fupper and facri-

fices of prifoners.

TEPEILHUITL Thirteenth Month.

24
2 5
26

VII. Cipaclli

VIII. Ehecatl

IX. Calli

27 I
X. Cuetzpalin

November

28

29

3°

3 1

1

2

3

4

5
6

7
8

9
*o

1

1

12

XL Coatl

XII. MiqmztH
XIII. Mazatl

I. TOCHTLI.
II. Atl

III. Itzcuintli

IV. Ozomatli

V. Malinalli

VI. Acatl

VII. Ocelotl

VIII. Quauhtli

IX. Cozcaquauhtli

X. Olin

XL Tecpatl

XII. Quiahuitl

XIII. Xochitl*

Feftival ofthe gods of the moun-
tains,with the facrifices offour

female flaves and a prifoner.

Feftival of the god Tochinco^

with the facrifice of a pri-

foner.

Feftival of NappateuBli, with

the facrifice of a prifoner.

Feftival of' Cent%ontotocbtin, god

of wine, with the facrifice

of three flaves of three differ-

ent places.

Q_U ECHO
I. CIPACTL
II. Ehecatl

III. Calli

IV. Cuetzpalin

V. Coatl

VI. Miquiztli

VII. Mazatl

L L I Fourteenth Month.

The faft of four days, in prepa-

ration for the following fef-

tival.

Feftival of MixcoatI> god of the

chace ; a general chace ;
pro-

ceflion and facrifice of ani-

mals.

Here ends the firfl cycle of two hundred and fixty days, or twenty periods of thirteen days.

November

453



454 A E N D I X.

Modern Style. Mexican Days.

November 20 VIII. Tochtli

21 IX. Atl.

22 X. Itzcuintli

2 3 XL Ozomalli

24 XI!. Malinalli

2 5 XIII. Acatl

26 I. OCELOTL
27 II. Quauhtli

28 III. Cozcaquauhtli

29 IV. Oiin

3° V. Tecpatl

December 1 VI. Quiahuitl

2 VII. Xochitl

PAN QJJ ETZALIZT
3 VIII. Cipadtli

4 IX. Ehecatl
1

5 X. Calli

6 XL Cuetzpalin

7 XII. Coatl
8 XIII. Miquiztli

9 I. MAZATL
10 II. Tochtli

1

1

III. Atl

12 IV. Itzcuintli

T 3 V. 02omatli

14 VI. Malinalli

J 5 VII. Acatl.

16 VIII, Ocelotl

J 7 IX. Quauhtli

18 X. Cozcaquauhtli

19 XL Olin

20 XII. Tecpatl

21 XIII. Quiahuitl

22 I. XOCHITL

Feftlvals

Feftival of Tlamafzincatl, with
facrifices of orifoners.

The third and principal feftival

of HuitzikpocBtli and his

companions. Severe fail, fo-

lemn proceffion. Sacrifices of
prifoners and quails, and the

eating of the ftatue of parte

of that god.

ATE-
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ATEMOZTLI Sixteenth Month.

Modern Style. Mexican Days.

December 2 3

24

II. Cipaftli

III. EhecatI
2 5 IV. Calli

26 V. Cuetzpalin

27 VI. Coatl

28 VII. Miquiztli

29 VIII. Mazatl

3° IX. Tochtli

3 1 X. All

January 1 XL Itzcuintli

2 XII. Ozomatli

3 XIII. Malinalli

4 I. ACATL
5 II. Ocelotl

6 III. Quauhtli

7
8

IV. Cozcaquauhtli
V. Olin

9
10

VI. Tecpatl

VII. -Quiahuitl

11 VIII. Xochitl

Feftivals.

Fall of four days in preparation
of the following feflival.

The fourth feflival of the o-ods

of water, with a proceffion
and facrifices.

T I T I T L Seventeenth Month.

12

*3

14
J 5
16

l7
18

l 9
20

21

22

2 3

24

IX. Cipacl-li

X. EhecatI

XI. Calli

XII. Cuetzpalin

XIII. Coatl

I. MIQUIZTLI
II. Mazatl
III.* Tochtli
IV. Atl

y. Itzcuintli

VI. Ozomatli
VII. Malinalli

VUI. Acath

Fefdvalof the goddefs llama-
teufili, with a dance and fa-

facrifice'of a female Have.
Feftival of Mifilanteuffli, god

of hell, with the nocturnal
facriiice of a prifoner.

Tils fecond feilival of Jaca-
teuffli, god of the merchants,
with the facrifice ofa prifoner.

January



Modern Style.

January 25
26

27
28

29

3°

3 1

February

A P P E

Mexican Days.

N D I

Feftivats

IX. Ocelotl

X. Quauhtli

XL Cozcaquauhtli

XII. Olin

XIII. Tecpatl

I. QUIAHUITL.
II. Xochitl

I Z C A L L I Eighteenth Month.

3

4
5
6

7
8

9
10

1

1

12

13

15
16

i7

18

19
20

III. Cipadtli

IV. Ehecatl

V. Calli

VI. Cuetzpalin

VII. Coatl

VIII. Miquiztli

IX. Mazatl

X. Tochtli

XI. Atl

XII. Itzcuintli

XIII. Ozomatli

I. MALINALLI
II. Acatl

III. Ocelotl

IV. Quauhtli

V. Cozcaquauhtli

VI. Olin

VII. Tecpatl

VIII. Quiahuitl

IX. Xochitl.

General chace for the facrinces

of the next feftival.

The fecond feftival of Xiuh-

teuBli3 god of fire, with fa-

crifices of animals.

Renewal of fire in the houfes.

NEMONTEMI, or ufelefs Days.

21

22

2 3

24
2 5

X. Cipadli

XI. Ehecatl

XII. Calli

XIII. Cuetpalin

I. COATL

During thefe days there was no

feftival.

The following year II. Acatl, begins with 11. Miquiztli, and conti-

nues in the fame order,
F X P L A-
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E^iPLANATION of the Obfcure FIGURES.

I. Of the figures of the Mexican Century.

IN the wheel of the Mexican century are four figures, thirteen times

repeated, to fignify, as we have already mentioned, the four periods

(by fome authors called indications), of thirteen years, of which their

century confifted. The four figures are, firft, the head of a rab-

bet, expreffive of that quadruped ; fecondly, a reed ; thirdly, a knife

or the point of a lance, reprefenting a flint (lone; fourthly, a part of a

building, fignifying a houfe. The years of the century are counted by

beginning at the upper twift of the ferpent, and defcending towards the

left The I. figure, with a fmall point, denotes I. rabbet j
the fecond,

with two points, fignifies II. reed the third, with three points, fignifies

III. flint j the fourth, with four points, IV. houfe; the fifth, with five

points, V. rabbet; and fo it continues until the twift upon the left,

where'the fecond period begins with the figure of the reed, and termi-

nates in the lower twift ; and then the third period commences,

II. Of the figures of. the year.

The firft figure is that of water, fpread upon a building to denote

the firft month, whofe name Acahualco, or Atlacahualco, fignifies,

the ceafing of water ; becaufe, in the month of March the winter rains

ceafe in northern countries, where the Mexican or Toltecan calendar

took its origin. They called it alfo §itahuitlehua, which fignifies the

budding c/trees, which happens at this time in hot countries. The

Tlafcalans called this month Xtlomanilhtli, or the oblation of ears ot

maize • becaufe in it thev offered to their gods thofe of the paft year,

to obtain proiperity to the feed, which about this time began to be

fown in high grounds.

The figure of the fecond month, appears at firft fight to be a pavi-

lion but we believe it is rather a human (kin ill defigned, to exprefs

that' which is meant by the name flacaxipehualiidi, which they gave

to this month, or Ikinning of men, on account of the barbarous rite

Vol. L N n n
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of fkinning human victims, at the feftival of the god of the goldfmiths.*

The Tlafcalans called this month Coailhukl, or general feftival, and

reprefented it by the figure of a ferpent wound about a fan, and an

Ajacaxtli. The fan and the Ajacaxtli denote the dances which were

then made, and the coiled ferpent fignifies their generality.

The figure of the third month is that of a bird upon a lancet. The
lancet fignifies the fpilling of blood, which was made during the nights

of this month; but we do not know what bird it is, nor what it

means.

The fourth month is reprefented by the figure of a fmall building,

upon which appear fome leaves of rufhes, fignifying the ceremony
which they performed in this month of putting rufhes, fword-grafs

and other herbs, dipped in blood, which they flied in honour of their

gods, over the doors of their houfes.

The Tlafcalans reprefented the third month by a lancet, to fio-nify

the fame kind of penance ; and the fourth month by a large lancet, to

denote that during it they did ftill greater penance.

The figure of the fifth month is that of a human head, with a neck-
lace under it, reprefenting thofe chaplets or wreaths of crifp maize
which they wore about their necks, and with which they adorned alfa

the idol of Tezcatlipoca, from whence the month took the name of
Toxcatly as we have laid above.

The fixth month is reprefented by an earthen pot or jug, fignifying

a certain gruel, which they took then called Etzalli, from which the

month took the name of Etzalqualiztli.

The two figures of the feventh and eighth months, appear defigned

to fignify the dances which they made then, and becaufe the dances of
the eighth month were the greatest, the figure alfo which reprefents it

is greater. Near to thefe figures appear lancets, denoting the aufteri-

rities practifed preparatory to thefe feftivals. The Tlafcalans repre-

fented thofe two months by the heads of two lords, that of the month
Tecuilbuitontli, or little feftival of the lords, appears a young man,
and that of the month Hueitecuilhuitly or grand feftival of the lords,

feems an old man.

The figures of the ninth and tenth months, are evidently exprefiive

of the mourning which they put on, and the lamentation which they

made
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made for their dead, which obtained the ninth month the name of

Miccailbuitl, or feftival of the dead, and the tenth Hueimiccailhuitl, or

great feftival of the dead ; and becaufe the mourning of the tenth

month was the greater, the figure of it alfo is larger. The Tlafcalans

painted for each of thefe two months a fkull with two bones, but the

fkull of the tenth was the larger.

The figure of the eleventh month is a broom, by which is fignified'

the ceremony of fweeping the pavement of the temples, which was ip

this month performed by all ; from whence the name Ocbpani%tli. The

Tlafcalans painted a hand grafping a broom.

The figure of the twelfth and thirteenth months is that of a parqfite

plant, called by the Mexicans pacbtli, which in this feafon twines,

about oaks, and from them the twelfth month took its name ; becaufe

in the next month this plant is grown up, the figure of it is larger,

and the month takes the name of Hueipacbtli. Thefe names, although

more ufed by the Tlafcalans, were alfo employed by the Mexicans j

we have, however, adopted the names Teotleco and Tepeilhuitl in this

hiftory, as being more commonly ufed by the Mexicans.

The figure of the fourteenth month is very fimilar to that of the fe-*

cond -

}
but we know nothing of its meaning.

The Tlafcalans ufed to reprefent this month by the figure of that

bird which fome have called Fiammingo, and the Mexicans Quecholli,

which name the Mexicans gave alfo to the month ; becaufe, at this

time, thefe birds reforted to the Mexican lake.

The figure of the fifteenth month is a piece of a Mexican ftandard,

fignifying the one which was carried at the folemn proceffion of Huit-

zilopochtli, made in this month. The name Pa??quetzalitztli, by which

it was called, fignifies no more, as we have already faid, than the mount-

ing the ftandard.

The figure of the fixteenth is that of water upon a ftair, fignifying

the defcent of water, expreffed by the name Atemoztli, which was

given to this month, either becaufe this is the feafon of rain in north-

ern countries, or becaufe at this time they held the feftival of the gods

of the mountains and water, to obtain the necefTary fhowers.

The figure of the feventeenth month, is two or three pieces of wood

tied with a cord, and a hand, which, pulling the cord forcibly, binds

N n n 2 the
1
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the wood, denoting the conftriction occafioned by the cold of this fea-

fon, which is the meaning of the name Tititl. The Tlafcalans paint-

ed two flicks cafed, and firmly fixed in a plank.

The figure of the eighteenth month is the head of a quadruped up-

on an altar, iignifying the facrifices of animals which were made dur-

ing this month to the god of fire. The Tlafcalans reprefented it bv

the figure of a man holding up a child by the head -> this makes an in-

terpretation which fome authors give of the name Izcalli, very proba-

bly, as they fay that word means, rifen from the dead, or new crea-

tion.

The figure of the moon, which is in the centre of the wheel, or

circle of the year has been copied from a Mexican painting, from
which it appears, that thole ancient Indians knew well that the moon
has her light from the fun.

In fome wheels of the Mexican year which we have feen t after the

figures of the eighteen months, there followed five large points or dots

denoting the five days called Nemontemu

III. Of thefigures of the month.

Authors differ greatly in opinion concerning the fignification of Cl~

paffli, the name of the firfi: day. According to Boturini, it fignifies a

ferpent ; with Torquemada, the fword-fifli j and with Betancourt, the

tiburon. In the only wheel yet publifhed of the Mexican month,
which is that by Valades, the figure reprefenting the firfi: day, is al-

mofl totally fimilar to- that of a lizard, which appears in the fourth

day. As we do not know the truth, we have put the head of a tibu-

ron, according to Betancourt.

The fecond day is called Ehecatly or wind, and is reprefented by a
human head blowing with the mouth.

The third day is called Ca/ti, or houfe, reprefented by a fmall building

The name of the fourth day is Cuetzpalin, or lizard, and the fiVare

is that animal.

The name of the fifth day is Coat!,, or ferpent, and the figure is that

animaL

The.
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The name of the fixth month is Miqiiiztli, that is, death, reprefent-

ed by a fkull.

The feventh day is called Mazatl, or flag, reprefented by the head

of that quadruped, as the eighth day is by that of the rabbet Tocbtli,

and fo it is called.

The name of the ninth day is At!, or water, and is reprefented by

the figure of that element.

The tenth day is named Itzxuintli, that is, a certain Mexican

quadruped, fnnilar to a little dog, and the figure of it is that little

animal.

The eleventh day was called OzomatH, or ape, reprefented alfo by the

figure of that animal.

The twelfth day was called MalinaUi, the name of a certain plant

of which they made brooms, and is reprefented by the figure of the

fame plant.

The thirteenth day is named Acatl, or reed, and is reprefented by a

reed.

. The fourteenth day is named Ocelot!, tyger ; and the fifteenth Quanhtli,,

eagle, reprefented by the heads of thefe animals.

The fixteenth day is Co%caqaauht!i, the name of a Mexican bird, de-

fcribed in the nrfY book of this hiftory, and reprefented by the figure

of it, though it is very imperfect.

The feventeenth day is Olin tonatiuh, or motion of the fun, repre-

fented by the figure of the fame luminary.

The eighteenth day is Tecpatl, or flint, and the figure of it is the

point of a lance, which ufed to be made of flint.

The nineteenth day is Quiahuitl, rain, and is reprefented by a cloud

raining.

The twentieth day is Xochiti, flower, and the figure that of a flower..

In the centre of this wheel we have put the figure of the fifteenth

month, in order to reduce it to a determined month.

IV. Of thefigures of cities*

The firft figure is that of an opuntia, or nopal upon a ftone, the

fymhol of the city of Tenochtittml or Mexico, fenochtitlan means;

th<s
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the place where the opuntia is in the ftone, alluding to what we have
already faid refpedting the foundation of this great city.

The fecond figure is that by which they expreffed a gem. The
name Chalco means in or upon the gem fy).
The third figure is the hinder part of a man clofe to a rum plant,

and the fourth is the fame clofe to a flower, fignifying the cities of
Tollantzinco and Xochitzincho, the names of which fignify, at the
end of the place full of rufhes, and at the end of the flowers, or flow-
ery field : and almoft all the names of places which have the termina-
tion in tzinco, and which are numerous, have a fimilar fignification,

and are reprefented by fimilar figures.

The fifth figure is a little branch' of the tree Huaxin upon a nofe,

in order to reprefent the city of Huaxjacac, a name compofed of Hu-
axin and jacatl, and means upon the point or extremity of the little

tree Huaxin ,- becaufe although jacatl, fignifies properly the nofe, it

alio is ufed to fignify any other point. As Tepejacac, the name of
two places means, upon the point of the mountain.

In the fixth figure appears an earthen pot upon three ftones, as the
Indians ufed to place it, and ftill do fo, in order to keep it over fire,

and in the mouth of the pot is the figure of water, to reprefent the
city of Atotonilco (z), which name fignifies, in hot water, or the place
of the balths.

The feventh figure is that of water, in which appears a man with
his arms opened, in token of rejoicing, reprefenting the city of Ahui-
lizapan, called by the Spaniards Orizaba, the name of which means,
in the water of pleafure, or in the chearful river.

The eighth figure is alfo that of water in a mouth, reprefenting the
city of Atenco (a). This name is compounded of At/, water, of TentItt

lip, or metaphorically bank, more, edge, &c. &c. and the pre-
pofition, or article co, which means in, fo that Atenco means upon

(y) Acofta fays, that Chalco means, in the mouths, but the Mexican name fignifying the
mouth is Corneal, and when they would fay, in the mouths, they exprefs it Comae.

(a) There were, and are many places, called Atenco, but the mod confiderable was that
which appears clofe to Tezcuco, in our chart of the lakes of Mexico.

(a) On the 26th day of February of the above mentioned year, the year according to the
meridian of Alexandria, which was built three centuries after, properly began. O. Curt,
lib. xv. c. 2i. See La Lande Aflronomie, n. 1597.

the
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the bank, fhore, or edge of the water ; and all the places which have

fuch a name are fituated upon the bank of fome lake or river.

The ninth figure is that of a Mexican mirror, to reprefent the city

of Tehuillojocean, which term fignifies, place of the mirrors.

The tenth figure is that of a hand in the act of counting by the fin-

gers, to reprefent the village of Nepobualco, which word fignifies, the

place where they count, or the place of enumeration.

The eleventh figure is that of an arm holding a fifh, reprefenting the

city of Michmalojan, which word fignifies, place where the fifh are

taken, or place of fifhing.

The twelfth is a piece of an edifice, with the head of an eagle

within it, to reprefent the city of §>uauhtinchan
t which fignifies, houfe

of eagles.

The thirteenth figure is that of a mountain, fuch as they ufed to paint

in their pidures, and a little above a fmall knife, to reprefent the city

of Tlacotepec, which name fignifies, the cut mountain.

The fourteenth figure is that of a flower, and beneath it five of thofe

points by which they ufed to exprefs numbers from one to twenty.

With fuch a figure they reprefented the place called Macuilxochitl,,

which fignifies, five flowers. This name is flill ufed to fignify a day

of the year ; and it is probable, that the foundation of that place hav-

ing been laid on fuch a day it obtained fuch a name.

The fifteenth figure is the game of football, reprefenting the city of

T/achco, called by the Spaniards Tafco, which name fignifies the place

where they played at this game. Thofe two fmall round figures in

the middle are two mill-ftones, pierced in the center, which were

ufed in that game,

name.

There were at lead two cities or villages of this

The figure of the fixteenth, reprefents the place of Tecotzauhtla%

fignifying the place abounding with ochre. #

V. Of the figures of the Mexican kings,

Thefe figures are not portraits of the kings, but fymbols of their

names. In all of them appears a head, crowned in the Mexican flyle,

and each has its mark to mew the name of the king reprefented by it.

8 Acama™
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Acamapit%in t
the name of the firit king of Mexico, Signifies, he

who has reeds in his fift, which alio appears in the figure.

Huitzilibvitl, the name of the fecond king fignifies, feather of the

little flower-fucking bird ; and therefore the head of that little bird is

represented, though imperfe&ly, with a feather in its mouth.

Chimalpopoca, name of the third king, means, Smoaking fhield,

which is reprefented in his figure.

'

Itzcoatl, name of the fourth king, means, ferpent of itzli, or armed

with lancets, or razors of the ffone itzli, which is reprefented by the

fourth figure.

Ilhuicamina, the Surname of Montezuma I. the fifth- king of Mexi-

co, means, he who moots into the fky,» and therefore an arrow is

reprefented Snot at that figure, by which the Mexicans ufed to fignify

the iky.

AxajacatI, the name of the Sixth king, means alSo a marm-'fly, and

Signifies the face or afpect, of water, and therefore/a face is reprefented,

above which is the figure of water.
"

Tkoc, the name of the feventh king, fignifies, pierced, and therefore

he is reprefented by a perforated leg.

Ahuitzotl, the name of the eighth king, is alfo that of an amphi-

bious quadruped, mentioned in our firft.book, and is therefore repre-

fented by the figure of that quadruped ; and to fhew that this animal

lives in the water, the figure of that element appears on its back and

tail.

Moteuczoma, the name of the ninth king, means, angry lord ; but

we do not underftand the figure of it.

The figures of the two lafl kings Cultlahiiatzin and.$uauhtemot%in,

are wanting; but we do not doubt but that that of %uaubtemot%in
i

fig-

nifies, a dropping eagle, as the name has that meaning. :

VI. Of thefigure of the deluge, and the confujion of tongues.

The water Signifies the deluge -

t
the human head, and the bird in the

water, SigniSy the drowning of men and animals. The {hip, with a

man in it, denotes the vefTel in which, according to their tradition,

one
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one man, and one woman, were faved to preferve the human race. The

figure in one corner is that of the mountain Colhuacan, near to which,

according to their account, the man and the woman who were faved

difembarked from the deluge. In all the Mexican paintings, in which

mention is made of that mountain, it is reprefented by the fame figure.

The bird upon the tree reprefents the pigeon, which, as they fay, com«

municated fpeech to men, as they were all born dumb after the deluge.

Thofe rods which iffue from the mouth of the pigeon towards men,

are the fymbols of languages. Wherever the Mexican paintings al-

lude either to languages or words, they employ thefe rods. The

multitude of them in one figure, fignifies the multitude of thofe which

were thus communicated. Thofe fifteen men, who receive the lan-

guages from the pigeon, reprefent fo many families feparated from the

reft of mankind, from whom, as they account, defcended the nations

of Anahuac.

465

LETTER from Abbe Don Lorenzo Hervas, to the

Author, upon the Mexican Calendar.

Ab. Hervas, author of the work entitled, Idea of the Univerfe, hav-

ing read this work in manufcript, and madefome curious and learned

objervations on the Mexican Calendar, communicated them in thefol-

lowing letter, which we truji will prove acceptable to our readers.

FROM the work of your Reverence I learn with infinite pain, how

much the lofs of thofe documents which affifted the celebrated

Dr. Siguenza to form his Ciclography, and the Gav. Boturini to pub-

Jifh his Idea of the General Hifory of New Spain, is to be regretted;

and at the fame time I am farthtr confirmed in my opinion, that the

ufe of the folar year was. contemporary, or, perhaps, anterior to the

Deluge, as I attempt to prove in the eleventh volume of my work, in

which is inferred The Extatic Journey to the Planetary World, where-

in I propofe fome reflexions on the Mexican Calendar, which I ihall

here anticipate and fubmit to your cenfure.

Vol. I. O o o The
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The year and century have, from time immemorial, been regulated

by the Mexicans with a degree of intelligence which does not at all

correfpond with their arts and fciences. In them they were certainly

extremely inferior to the Greeks or Romans ; but the difcernment

which appears in their Calendar, equals them to the raoft cultivated

nations. Hence we ought to imagine, that this Calendar has not been

the difcovery of the Mexicans, but a communication from fome more

enlightened people ; and as the laft are not to be found in America, we

muft feek for them elfewhere, in Alia, or in Egypt. This fuppofition

Is confirmed by your affirmation ; that the Mexicans had their Calen-

dar from the Toltecas (originating from Alia), whofe year, according

to Boturini, was exactly adjufted by the courfe of the fun, more than

a hundred years before the Chriftian era • and alfo from obferving that

other nations, namely, the Chiapanefe, made ufe of the fame Calendar

with the Mexicans, without any difference but that of their fymbols.

The Mexican year began upon the 26th of February, a day cele-

brated in the era of Nabonaffar, which was fixed by the Egypti-

ans 747 years before the Chriftian era ; for the beginning of their

month T'othf correfponded with the meridian of the fame day. If

thofe priefts fixed alfo upon this day as an epoch, becaufe it was cele-

brated in Egypt (a), we have there the Mexican Calendar agreeing with

the Egyptian. But independent of this, it is certain, that the Mexi-

can Calendar conformed greatly with the Egyptian.

On this fubject Herodotus fays (b) t that the year was firft regulated

by the Egyptians, who gave to it twelve months, of thirty days, and

added five days to every year, that the circle of the year might revolve

regularly : that the principal gods of the Egyptians were twelve m
number, and that each month was under the tutelage and protection of

one of thefe gods. The Mexicans alfo added to every year, five days,

which they called Nemontemi, or ufelefs ; becaufe during thefe they

did nothing. Plutarch fays {c), that on fuch days the Egyptians cele-

brated the feftival of the birth of their gods. *

(«) On the 26th day of February, of the above mentioned year, the year according to the

meridian of Alexandria, which was built three centuries after, properly began. Q. Curt. lib..

See La Lande Aftronomie, n. 1597.iv. c. 21.

($) Herod, lib. ii. cap. 1, aad 6. (c) Plut. de Ifidc & Oliride,
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It is certainly true, that the Mexicans divided their year into eigh-

teen months, not into twelve like the Egyptians ; but as they called

the month miztli^ or moon, as you have obferyed, it feems undeniable,

that their ancient month had been lunar, as well as that of the Egypti-

ans and Chinefe, the Mexican month verifying that which the fcrip-

tures tell, that the month is obliged for its name to the moon. The

Mexicans, it is probable, received the lunar month from their an-

ceftors, but for certain purpofes afterwards infiituted another. You

have affirmed in your hiftory, upon the faith of Boturini, that the

Miztecas formed their year into thirteen months, which number was fa-

cred in the Calendar of the Mexicans, on account of their thirteen

principal gods, in the fame manner as the Egyptians confecrated the

number twelve, on account of their twelve greater gods.

The fymbols and periods of years, months, and days in the Mexi-

can Calendar, are truly admirable. With refpect to the periods it ap-

pears to me, that the period of five days might not improperly be

termed their civil week, and that of thirteen their religious week. In

the fame manner, the period of twenty days might be called their civil

month j that of twenty-fix their religious month; and that of thirty^

their lunar and aftronomical month. In their century, it is probable,

that the period of four years was civil, and that of thirteen religious.

From the multiplication of thefe two periods they had their century,

arid from the duplication of their century, their age of one hundred

and four years. In all thofe periods an art is difcovered', not lefs ad-

mirable than that of our indications, cycles, &c. The period of civil

weeks was contained exactly in their civil and aftronomical month ;

the latter had fix, the former four, and. the year contained feventy-

three complete weeks ; in which particular our method is excelled by

the Mexican ; for our weeks are not contained exactly in the month,

jior in the year. The period of religious weeks was contained twice

in their religious month,, and twenty-eight times in the year ; but in

the latter there remained a day over, as there is in our weeks. From

the periods of thirteen days, multiplied by the twenty characters of the

moftfch, the cycle of two hundred and fixij days was produced,) of

which you have made mention; but as there remained a day over file

twenty-eight religious weeks of the folar year, there arofe another cycle of

O o o 2 two
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tWo hundred and fixty days, in fuch a manner, that the Mexicans' could,

from the-firft day of every year* diftingui-fh what year it was. The pe-

riod of civil months, multiplied by the number of days, (that is eigh-

teen by twenty), and the- period of lunar months, multiplied by the

number of days, (that is, twelve by thirty), give the fame product,

or the number three hundred and fixty ; a number certainly not lefs

memorable, and in ufe among the Mexicans than among the moft an-

cient nations ; and a number, which from time immemorial, has

ruled in geometry and aftronomy, and is of the utmofl particularity dri

account of its relation to the circle, which is divided into three hun-

dred and fixty parts, or degrees. In no nation of the world do we meet

with any thing fimilar to this clear and diftinct. method of Calendar.

From the fmall period of four years, multiplied by the above men-

tioned cycle of two hundred and fixty years, arofe another admirable

cycle of one thoufand and forty years. The Mexicans combined the

fmall period of four years with the period above named week of thir-

teen years ; thence refulted their noted cycle or century of fifty-two

years ; and thus with the four figures, indicating the period of four

years, they had, as we have from the dominical letters, a period, which*

to fay the truth, exceeded ours ; as it is of twenty-eight years, and the

Mexican of fifty-two ; this was perpetual, and ours in Gregorian years

is not fo. So much variety and fimplicity of periods of weeks, months,,

years, and cycles, cannot be unadmired ; and the more fo, as there is im-

mediately difcovered that particular relation which thefe periods have to

many different ends, which Boturini points out by faying :
" TheMexi-

*« can Calendar was of four fpecies >, that is, natural, for agriculture j

" chronological, for hiftory ; ritual, for feftivals ; and agronomical,,

" for the courfe of the ftars; and the year was; lunifolar." This year,

if we do not put it at the end of three Mexican ages, after feveral cal-

culations I am not able to find it.

Boturini determines by the Mexican paintings- the year of the con-

fufion of tongues, and the years of the creation: of the world j which

determination appears not to be difficult, becaufe as the eclipfes are

noted in the Mexican paintings, there k not a doubt but the true epoch

fc4 A Iuna fignum dlci fefli . ... Menfis feeuadum nomen ejus eft, Eccl. xliii.

of
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of chronology may be obtained from them, as P. Souciet obtains

the Chinefe from the folar eclipfe which he fixed in the year 2155, be-

fore the Chriftian era. An eclipfe well circumftantiated, as P. Briga

(e) Romagnoli proves at length, may aflift us to fix the epoch of

chronology in the fpace of twenty thoufand years, and although in the

Mexican paintings, all the circumftances of eclipfes are not defcribed,

yet the defect of them is remedied by many eclipfes which are marked

there. The Mexican lords therefore, who ftill preferve great number

of paintings, might by fludy of them adduce many lights to chro-

nology.

Reflecting the fymbols of the Mexican months and year, they dis-

cover ideas entirely conformable with thofe of the ancient Egyptians*

The latter diftinguifhed, as appears from their monuments, each month
or part of the zodiac, where the fun flood, with charafterifrical figures,

of that which happened in every feafon of the year. Therefore we
fee the figns of Aries, Taurus, and the two young Goats (which now
are Gemini), ufed to mark the months of the birth of thofe animals

;

the figns of Cancer, Leo, and Virgo, with the ear of corn, for thofe

month s* in which the fun goes backward like a crab ; in which there

is greater heat, and in which the harvefls are reaped. The fign of

the Scorpion (which in the Egyptian fphere occupied the fpace

which at prefent is occupied by the fign of Libra), and that of Sagitta*-

rius, in the months of virulent, or contagious diftempers, and the

chace ; and laflly, the figns of Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pifcis, in

thofe months in which the fun begins to afcend towards others j in

which it rains much, and in which there is abundant fifhing. Thefe

ideas at leaft are fimilar to thofe which the Mexicans affociated with their

clime. They called their firfl month Acahualco,, that is, the ceffation

©f the waters*" which began on the 26th of February, and they fym-
bolize this month by a houfe, with the figure of water above it ; they

gave alfo to the fame month the name of £>uabuit!ebuat that is, the

moving or budding of trees . The Mexicans afterwards diftinguifhed ?

their firfl month by two names, of which the firfl Acahualco* or i\m

ceffation of the waters, did not correfpond with their climate where the
:

{e) Scientia Eclipfium ex Europa in Sinas, Pars iii» c. 2, feft..2Q»

rains
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rains came in Oaober ; but it agrees with the fields of Sennaar, and

the northern climes of America, from whence their anceftors came j

and from that the origin of this name appears evidently to be very an-

cient. The fecond name, that is, Qpahuitlehua, or budding of the

trees, agrees much with the word Kimath, ufed by Job to fignify the

Pleiades (fj, which, in his time announced the fpring, when the

trees begin to move. The fymbol of the fecond Mexican month was

a pavilion, which indicated the great heat prevalent in Mexico in April,

before the rains of May come on. The fymbol of the third month

was a bird which appeared at that time. The twelfth and thirteenth

month had for their fymbol the plant paBIi, which fprings up and ma-

tures in thefe months. The fymbol of the fourteenth month was ex-

prefTed by a cord, and a hand which pulled it, expremve of the bind-

ing power of the cold in that month, which is January; and to this

fame circumftance the name Tititl, which they gave it alludes. The

conftellation Kefil, of which Job fpeaka to fignify winter, fignifies in

the Arabic root (which is Kefal) to be cold and ajleep, and in the text

of Job it is read, " Couldft thou break the cords or ties of Kefil ?"

Leaving a-part the evident conformity which the fymbols and ex-

preffions of fpring and winter have with thofe of Job, who, in my
opinion, flourifhed a fhort time after the Deluge (as I fay in my ele-

venth volume), it ought to be noted, that thefe fymbols, which are

excellent for preferving the year invariable, demonftrate the ufe of

the intercalary days of the Mexicans ; otherwife it would happen that

in two centuries, the fymbol of the month of cold would fall in the

month of heat. Thus it is found, from the Mexican paintings, that

in them the conquer! of Mexico was marked in the ninth month called

^laxochimaco y from thence it ought to be concluded, that the interca-

lary days were in ufe. The fame deduction might be made from fee-

in - that the Mexicans, at the entry of the Spaniards, preferved that

order of months, which, according to the fignification of their names,

agreed with the feafons of the year, and the productions of the earth.'

Farther, to afcertain how the Mexicans regulated their leap years, and

if their year was juft; an exact examination and comparifon ought tci

(/) J°k> chnp. ix. v. 9. and chap, xxxviii. v. 31,

be
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be made of ibme event known to us, which has been marked by them.
You have, for example, fixed the death of Montezuma on the 29th
of June, 1520 : if in the Mexican paintings this is found in the fe-

venth day, Cnet%palin, of the feventh month, we muft infer their year

to be juft, and that the leap years were interpofed every four years ; if

it correfponds to the fourth day CipaSili, it would be a Ggn that their

year was juft, and that the leap years were added after the century ; if

it mould correfpond with the feventh, Ozomatli, then it muft be con-
cluded that their leap years were put after the century, and their year

was as eroneous as ours was at that time. The propofed example is

grounded upon the Calendar, at the end of your fecond volume ; this

I did for the fake of perfpicuity : but to make an exact calculation, it

would be neceiTary to fee that your Calendar correfponds with the firft

year of the Mexican century, and that the year 1520, was the four-

teenth year of the century; whence the name of days would have
taken a very different order from that which is propofed for more
clearnefs.

Laftly, the fymbol which you have put for the Mexican century,

convinces me, that it is the fame which the ancient Egyptians and Chal-
deans had. In the Mexican fymbol, we fee the fun as it were eclipfed

by the moon, and furrounded with a ferpent, which makes four twifts,

and embraces the four periods of thirteen years. This very idea of the

ferpent with the fun has, from time immemorial in the world,, figni-

fied the periodical or annual courfe of the fun. We know that in

aftronomy, the points where eclipfes happen have, from time imme-
morial been called, (as P. Briga (g) Romagnoli has noted), the head
and tail of a dragon. The Chinefe, fromfalfe ideas, though. conform-
able to this immemorial allufion, believe that at eclipfes a dragon, is

in the act of devouring the fun. The Egyptians more particularly

agree with the Mexicans $ for to fymbolize the fun they employed a
circle, with one or two ferpents ; but ftill more the ancient Periians,

among whom their Mitras (which was certainly the fun), was fymbo*
lized by a fun (h) and a ferpent; and from P. Montfaucon//y,„we are

(g) Vol. cited, p. 4. Inv. in. c. 2. j] t' ,
., .

{&) See Banier Mythylogie, vol. ii. book iv. cap. iv. vol. iii. book vii. e. xii." Pluctie,
Hittory of the Heavens, vol. i.. c. ii. fe£t. 1, Goguet* Origin of Sciences, &c. vol. i. Differt.jl

(/) Tom. i. p. 37 8»

given
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oiven, in his Antiquities, a monument of a ferpent which furround-

ing the figns of the Zodiac, cuts them, by rolling itfelf in various

modes about them. In addition to thefe inconteftible examples, the

following reflexion is moft convincing. There is not a doubt that the

fymbol of the ferpent is a thing totally arbitrary to fignify the fun,

with which it has no phyfical relation j wherefore then I afk, have fo

many nations difperfed over the globe, and of which fome have had

ho reciprocal intercourfe, unlefs in the firft ages after the deluge,

agreed in ufing one fame fymbol fo arbitrary, and chofe to exprefs by

it the fame objecl: ? When we find the word facco in the Hebrew,

Greek, Teutonic, Latin languages, &c. it obliges us to believe that it

belongs to the primitive language of men after the deluge, and whet*

we fee one fame arbitrary fymbol, fignifying the fun and his courfe,

ufed by the Mexicans, the Chinefe, the ancient Egyptians, and Per-

fians, does it not prompt us to believe the real origin of it was in the

time of Noah, or the firft men after the deluge ? this fair conclufion

is ftrongly confirmed by the Chiapanefe Calendar (which is totally

Mexican), in which the Chiapanefe, according to Monfig. Nugnez de

la Vega, bifhop of Chiapa, in his Preface to his Synodal Conftitutions,

put for the firft fymbol or name of the firft year of the century a Vo-

tan y
nephew of him who built a wall up to heaven, and gave to men

the'languages which they now fpeak. Here is a fad connected with

the Mexican Calendar, relative to the building of the tower of Babel

and the confufion of tongues. Many fimilar reflexions are fuggefted

by the obfervations and remarks which occur in your hiftory, &c.

Cefena, July 31, 1780. So far the letter of Sig. Ab. Hems. What-

ever may have been the truth refpefting the ufe of the folar year among

thefe firft men, in which difpute I do not mean to engage, I cannot he

perfuaded that the Mexicans, or the Toltecas, have been indebted to

any nation of the old continent for their Calendar, and their method

of computing time. From whom did the Toltecas learn their age of

one hundred and four years, their century of fifty-two, their year of

eighteen months, their months of twenty days, their periods of thir-

teen years and thirteen days, their cycle of two hundred and fixty days,

and in particular their thirteen intercalary days, at the end of the cen-

tury, to adjuft the year with the courfe of the fun ? The Egyptians

% were
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were the greateft aftronomers of thofe remote times, but they adopted

no intercalary fpace to adjuft the year with the annual retardation of

the folar courfe. If the Toltecas of themfelves difcovered that re-

tardation, it is not to be wondered at if they difcovered other things

which did not require fuch minute and prolix aftronomical obferva-

tions. Boturini, of whofe teftimony Ab. Hervas avails himfelf, fays

exprefly upon the faith of the annals of the Toltecas, which he

faw, that the ancient aftronomers of that nation having obferved in

their native country Huehuetlapallan, (a northern country of America),

the excefs of about fix hours of the folar, over the civil year which

was obferved among them, corrected it by the ufe of intercalary days,

more than one hundred years before the Chriftan era. With refpecl: to

the conformity between the Mexicans and Egyptians, we mall treat of

it in our Diflertations.

Animadverfions of the Author on the Work entitled, Lettere Ame-

bican e , or American Letters.

Some of the obfervations made by Ab. Hervas have alfo been made

by the learned author of the American Letters, a work full of erudi-

tion, recently publifhed in the Literary Magazine of Florence, and come

to us at the time the laft meets of this volume were printing. The

author, in oppofing the abfurd opinions of M. de Paw, from a juft

thouo-h imperfect idea of the culture of the Mexicans, difcourfes m ge-

neral very intelligently of their cuftoms, their arts, and, above all,

their aftronomical knowledge, explains their calendar and their cycles,

and in thefe points compares them with the ancient Egyptians, as was

done in the laft -century bv'the learned Mexican, S.guenza, to prove

their conformity and the antiquity of the population of America. In

the perufal of thefe letters, I have had the pleafure of teeing feme or

my own fentiments fupportcd and explained ;
although the author has

committed many miftakes, and fhewn more acrimony againft the Spa-

mill nation than is confident with candour and impartiality. The

alteration of the Mexican names in his work, is a trefpafs upon

all the rules of literary propriety and accuracy with refpedt to ety-

mology. ~

Vol. I.
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In the ninth letter of the fecond part, where he fpeaks of the Mexi-

can year, he cites Gemelli, and accufes him, though falfely, of an

error. Gemelli fays, that the Mexican year at the commencement of

their century, began upon the ioth of April ; but that every four years

it anticipated one day on account of our bifTextile ; fo that at the end

of four years it began upon the 9th of that month ; at the end of

eight years it began upon the 8th, and fo it went on anticipating every

four years, one day, unto the end of the Mexican century, where by

the interpofition of the thirteen intercalary days, omitted in the pro-

grefs of the century, the year returned to begin upon the ioth of April.

This, adds the author of the Letters, is a contradiction of fact, as the

year at the end of the four years mould have begun upon the nth, and

not the ninth, and thus every four years it ought to have increafed a

day ; and in fuch cafe, the correction of thirteen days after the end of

fifty-two years became fuperfluous, or without the retrocefTion of a day

every four years, the difference of the folar year, at the end of the

cycle mould have been double, that is twenty-fix days.

We wonder much that an author, who appears to be a good calcu-

lator, mould err in a calculation fo fimple and clear. The year 1506,,

was a fecular year among the Mexicans. Let us fuppofe for the fake

of perfpicuity, that their year began as ours on the firft day of Janu-
ary. This firft year of the Mexican century, compofed like ours of

365 days, ended as ours on the 31ft of December, and in like man-
ner the fecond year correfponding to 1507; but in 1508, the Mexican
year ought to finifh a day before ours ; becaufe ours being bifTextile,,

or leap year, had 366 days, whereas the Mexican had only 365 5

therefore the fourth year of the Mexican century correfponding to 1 509,.

ought to commence a day before ours, that is on the 31ft of December
1508. In the fame manner,, the eighth year, correfponding to 151 3,

ought to commence on the 30th of December, 15 12, for the fame
reafon of that year having been bifTextile. The twelfth year, corref-

ponding to 1 5 17, ought to begin on the 29th of December 1516, and
fo forth, unto the year 1557, ^ ^ °* tne Mexican century, in

which the Mexican year ought to anticipate ours as many days as there-

were bifTextile years. Thus in the 52 years of the Mexican century,

there
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there are thirteen biflextile -, the lafl year of the century, therefore,

ought to anticipate ours by thirteen days, and not twenty-fix. Con-

fequently, the interpofition of the thirteen days to adjuft the year at the

end of the century with the courfe of the fun was netfaperfluous. So

that Gemelli faid properly as to the anticipation of the day, although he

erred in faying that the Mexicans began the year upon the i othof April,

as it' began as we have often repeated on the 26th of Februaiy,

The author of the Letters believes, that the Mexicans- began their year

at the vernal equinox. We are of the fame opinion as to their aflro-

nomical year ; but we have riot ventured to affirm it as we do not

know it. The ancient Spanifh hiftorians of Mexico were not aflrono-

nomers, and were lefs attentive to explain in their hiflories the pro-

grefs of the Mexicans in fciences than their fuperftitious rites. The

Mexican Cyclography, compofed by the great aftronomer Siguenza, af-

ter a diligent ftudy of the Mexican paintings, and various calculations

of the eclipfes and comets marked in their paintings,- has not reached-

us.

We cannot pardon the Author of the Letters the injuftice he does

this great Mexican in his third Letter of the fecond volume, where he

fpeaks, on the faith of Gemelli, of the pyramids of Teotihuacan.

Carlos Siguenza, fays that author,, imagines thefe pyramids anterior to

the deluge. This is not true -, how could Siguenza imagine thefe pyra-

mids anterior to the deluge, if he believed the population of America

pofterior to the confufion of tongues, and the firft fettlers defcendants of

Nephtuim, grand nephew of Noah,, as Boturini attefts, who faw fome

©f the.works of Siguenza ? Gemelli alfo, on whofe teftimony the author

©f the Letters refts, gives exprefs contradiction to this particular in his

fixth volume, fecond book, and eighth chapter. " No Indian hijiorian,.

fays this traveller,
<c has been able to invcjiigate the time of the e?'efiion

*' of the pyramids of America y but D. Carlos Siguenza imagined them

•* very ancient, and built a little time after the Deluge" Nor has Ge-

melli properly explained the opinion of Siguenza ; for Dr. Eguiara^.

treating in the Biblioteca Mexicana, of the works of Siguenza, and:

amongft others > of that which he wrote upon the peopling of America,,

lays, that in that wo^k he fixed the firft- peopling of the- new world:

pauh :

>
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paulo pofi Babyhnicam confufionem, that is, a little after the time which

Gemelli has mentioned.

With refpe<3 to fome other more important points treated of in thofe

Letters, we mall fpeak of them in our Differtations, in which we

mall fometimes concur, and at other times differ in opinion with the

author.

ESfD OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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